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saying that the “third time is the 
charm.” That was certainly the case 
with the planning for the DE tour of 
the Ridge Route. The trip was 
originally scheduled almost two years 
ago. Unfortunately, covid came along 
and the trip was postponed indefinitely 
by the leaders from a local museum. 
After about six months I lost 
communication with these individuals 
and began a search for another leader.

I got extremely lucky to meet 
Michael Ballard, the CEO of the 
Historical Route 99 Association. 

Michael is truly an expert on US99 
and other historic roads as well. 
Michael told me he had access to the 
keys for the two locked gates on the 
road and would be able to lead our 
group in November of 2021. When 
this trip was first announced in the DE 
newsletter it filled up immediately and 
a waiting list was soon established. 
Everything was set until I heard from 
Michael the Friday night before the 
trip. He indicated that he had a family 
emergency and would be unable to 
lead the trip the following morning. 
The bad news was that I had to 

The Ridge Route
Trip Leader: Bob Jacoby • Photos by Shane Daley, 

Allan Wicker, Mo LeBlanc and Jay Lawrence



contact everyone signed up for the trip 
that evening. The good news was that 
Michael was highly apologetic and 
volunteered to lead the trip in the late 
spring. 

I decided to give it another chance 
and we rescheduled the trip again for 
May 7. Even though we had the two 
previous cancellations the demand for 
this adventure was still high and before 
you knew it we had another full trip 
scheduled that also had an extensive 
waiting list. 

On Saturday, May 7th we gathered 
on a beautiful morning in the parking 
lot of Michael’s Diner in Castaic and 
lo and behold there was Michael and 
his spouse waiting for us! The 
following folks were part of the group: 
Jay Lawrence, Mignon Slenz, Bob and 

Sue Jaussaud, Glen Shaw, Marian 
Johns, Dave Burdick, Danny and 
Norma Siler, Lindsay Woods, Leonard 
and Rebecca Frieman, Ed and Joan 
Steiner, Alan Wicker and Glen Shaw. 
My apologies if I missed anyone.

We started out with our usual 
administrative items and then allowed 
time for Michael Ballard to give us a 
preview of the day by sharing his 
incredible knowledge of the history of 
the Ridge Route Road. He informed us 
that the road was originally designed 
to be a key part of the original 
roadway to connect northern and 
southern California. The concept was 
that these 22 miles or so would 
traverse the area between what is now 
Castaic to Gormon. Amazingly, the 
road was built through the mountains 
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Our guide  
Michael Ballard
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primarily with picks and shovels. The 
idea was that by following the ridges it 
wouldn’t be necessary to build bridges 
and deal with extremely difficult 
topography. 

It took about two years to construct 
the road that became the “Ridge 
Route.” Construction was initiated in 
1913 and the road was completed in 
1915. This soon became a surprisingly 
busy route despite its isolation. It was 
eventually replaced in 1933 by a route 

that follows the valleys rather than 
hugging the ridges. (For some of that 
time the road was actually part of 
federal highway US99.) The road was 
then taken over by Los Angeles 
County and it is now under the 
jurisdiction of the United States Forest 
Service. It has been designated as a 
National Historical site.

As our trip got underway, Michael 
Ballard pointed out numerous 
historical and geological sites. This 

included the remains of gas stations 
and hotels. Among the most interesting 
sites was the location of the famous 
Tumble Inn as well as the Summit Inn 
in beautiful downtown Sanberg where 
our formal trip came to an end. 

Overall the road is interesting and 
historic. That, combined with a 
knowledgeable leader made for a very 
interesting and fun day. I want to once 
again thank Michael Ballard for indeed 
making the third time the charm. ~ Bob
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Mad Mike Hughes
By Bob Jaussaud

Last month on 
Old Route 66 about 
four miles east of 
Amboy, Sue and I 
noticed an RV that 
had apparently been 
abandoned. We 
found the two-track 
leading to it and went 
to investigate. The 
unique rig had a 
rocket launch 
mechanism built on 
the back and 
markings indicating 
it had belonged to 
Mad Mike Hughes. So who was “Mad 
Mike”? It turns out he was a most unique 
desert character. Mad Mike was set on 
blasting himself into the atmosphere to 
verify his professed belief that the earth is 
flat. At any rate, Mad Mike succeeded in 
making a steam powered rocket and 
launching himself thousands of feet off 
the desert floor – not once, but twice. He 
barely survived his first rocket trip and 

sadly the second one did him in.
Mike had a “career” as a limousine 

driver. As such, he set a Guinness world 
record by rocketing his stretch Lincoln 
Town Car over a 103 foot jump. Quite a 
ride and perhaps the beginnings of his 
rocket career. Mike’s next adventure 
was to build a steam powered rocket so 
that he could ride it high enough to 
photograph the earth as a flat disc. After 

several attempts, 
Mike finally had a 
successful rocket 
launch onMarch 24, 
2018. He reached a 
height of 1,875 feet 
and had a hard 
landing, but survived 
without serious 
injury. On February 
22, 2020 Mike tried 
again. During the 
blast-off the 
parachute that was 
supposed to bring 

him and his rocket safely down was 
destroyed and he crashed to earth for the 
last time.

Seeing Mike’s rig in its abandoned 
state was sad for me. I could feel the  
life and times it was part of. I honor 
Mike Hughes as a man who lived his 
dreams and effectively reached for the 
stars. Who among us has the stuff it 
takes to do that? ~ Joeso
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On the Trail of Desert History
 Bill and Julie Smith with Anne and Mike Story

Howdy Desert Explorers! Last Fall 
while Bill and I were camping in Sierra 
Vista, Arizona, we found ourselves 
tracking a bit of western history. Our 
friends and fellow campers Rose Ann 
and Mike had a 2009 True West 
Magazine article that had figured out the 
location of Wyatt Earp’s famous 
shootout at Cottonwood Springs. Most 
of us are familiar with this incident from 
reading history or viewing the movie 
Tombstone. Together we were surprised 
to figure out this shootout location was 
just across the road from our camping 
area in the foothills of the Whetstone 
Mountains! The four of us combined the 
info in the article with maps of our own, 
jumped in the jeep and bounced along 
seven or so miles of rough dirt roads and 
terrain to find the shootout spot. After 
several miles of beautiful chaparral, 
challenging dirt roads, and screeching 
‘desert pinstripes’ we reached a point 

where we had to stop and hike in the rest 
of the way. We hiked up, down, and 
through sagebrush, tree lined gullies, and 
dry grass meadows being very glad it 
was too cold for rattlesnakes. It is a 
gorgeous area with high desert plants, 
rugged mountains, and open range cattle 
scattered over thousands of acres. After 
a few miles of hiking we saw Wyatt and 
The Cowboys’ shootout spot about a 
quarter mile in the distance – it was so 
exciting! However, the sun was going 
down quickly and we didn’t trust 
ourselves to hike and drive back in the 
dark in such a desolate area so we turned 
around. We hiked back and bounced the 
Jeep all over again, making it to our 
camp just before dark. Bill and I tried 
hiking in from another location a few 
days later and almost made it that way 
too. We decided we will try to get to the 
shootout location again but start out 
EXTRA early next time! ~ Julie

Check out the story that got this trip rolling at the 
True West website: https://truewestmagazine.com/

shoot-out-at-cottonwood-springs/
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When a Mexican compadre
sets out for a Wyoming sheep
camp yet never arrives,
Jimmy…

Harry Love is best known for
tracking down California
outlaw Joaquin Murrieta. But
he had…

Lincoln, NM deserved its
reputation as a deadly town.
Example: February 21, 1878.
Private Edward…

Shoot-Out at Cottonwood Springs?
Wyatt Earp vs. Curly Bill Brocius.

May 1, 2009  |  Bob Boze Bell  |  !  "

March 24, 1882

Wyatt Earp and his men take breakfast north of Contention, Arizona, on the San Pedro, then ride
south toward the Babocomari River to scout out possible hiding places of various criminals.

Leaving his brother Warren on the trail to meet a courier, Wyatt, Doc Holliday, Sherm McMasters,
Texas Jack Vermillion and Turkey Creek Jack Johnson ride up a rocky canyon into the Whetstones.
Seeing no sign of recent riders, Earp loosens the gunbelt around his waist. Horses and men are
weary and hot.

The trail they are on is about 100 yards from the waterhole, and it cuts across a deep, sandy shelf.
They can only see the tops of the cottonwood trees, as the 15-foot-high bank hides the springs
from their view. Across this sandy stretch, Wyatt rides, coat unbuttoned, six-guns sagging low,
Winchester in the saddle boot, Wells Fargo shotgun and ammunition belt looped to the saddle horn.

At the scent of water, Wyatt’s horse quickens and Wyatt lets him make his gait. Fifty feet from the
spring, intuition brings Wyatt up short. He swings out of the saddle, loops the reins in his left hand
with his shotgun in his right hand and walks forward. Texas Jack and Sherm ride behind Wyatt, with
Doc and Turkey Creek Jack much farther to the rear. Another step gives Wyatt a full view of the
hollow. Two cow-boys jump to their feet, one yanking a sawed-off shotgun to his shoulder, while the
other breaks for the cottonwoods.

“Curly Bill!” Sherm yells in astonishment, before wheeling his horse and retreating.

Wyatt later remembers shooting at nine cow-boys who each “had a ride at his shoulder, and every
ride blazed.” Aiming at the outlaw chieftain Curly Bill Brocius, Wyatt eres both barrels of his
shotgun, fatally striking Curly Bill in the chest, almost cutting him in half.

In spite of his rapid retreat, Sherm is hit in the side and his binoculars are shot from his neck.
Texas Jack’s horse is killed in the volley of cow-boy ere.

Wyatt tries to remount, but his loosened gunbelt has slipped down around his thighs. Bullets tear
into his hat, coat and bootheel, and his saddle horn is shot off. He enally succeeds in forking his
horse and rides back to a rocky outcropping to rejoin his men. The brief, dramatic eght is over.

The Case for Cottonwood Springs

For more than a century, writers have identieed the site of Wyatt’s shoot-out with the cow-boys as
having taken place at Arizona’s Iron Springs. Later writers thought that modern maps had changed
the moniker to Mescal Springs, which is actually another spring near Iron. Neither site matches
Wyatt’s description of the eght. You’ll end no cottonwoods and, more important, no way to surprise
someone camped at either spring. The “Lone Hill” is nearby, but it is on the wrong side of the trail
from Wyatt’s map.

At Cottonwood Springs, Lone Hill falls into place and matches Wyatt’s map. The most convincing
aspect of the Cottonwood site is that you can ride up to it without being seen. The “shelf” Wyatt
describes is actually a modest plateau that rises up above the gully where the spring is located.

Tantalizing Clues to Curly Bill’s Alleged Death

Some historians maintain Curly Bill was not even in the area of the springs at the time of the Earp
encounter; he was last seen in Shakespeare, New Mexico—90 miles away. Yet, after the guneght
took place here, Curly Bill’s young followers, Billy Grounds and Zwing Hunt, attempted to rob the
Tombstone Milling and Mining Company’s oice in nearby Charleston. They were obviously
desperate to get out of the area; was it because their leader had just been killed? Perhaps.

For years, folks claimed to see Curly Bill in Texas, Montana, Colorado and Old Mexico. Whatever
happened to Curly Bill, he is no doubt still laughing at the absurdity of our obsession with him.

Aftermath:Odds & Ends

From Cottonwood Springs, Wyatt Earp and his men made their way to Henry Clay Hooker’s ranch,
where they just missed an encounter with Johnny Behan’s posse (which had as many outlaws in it
as Earp’s posse). From Hooker’s, Wyatt and his men headed to Silver City, New Mexico, where they
sold their horses. They took the stage to Deming and rode on a train for Albuquerque and,
ultimately, Colorado. An attempt by Arizona authorities to extradite the fugitives back to the state
failed.

***

A newspaper war ensued between The Tombstone Epitaph, which backed Wyatt’s version of the
eght, and Tombstone Daily Nugget, which offered a $1,000 reward to anyone who could prove Curly
Bill Brocius had been killed. The Epitaph then countered with a $2,000 reward “if Curly Bill will
present himself.” Neither reward was ever claimed.

***

Late in life, Wyatt claimed he could name all nine cow-boys at the spring The cow-boy version
differed: Only four cow-boys were said to be at the spring; Wyatt had ered, but his bullets didn’t
strike anyone; and Curly Bill wasn’t even there.

Recommended: The Illustrated Life & Times of Wyatt Earp and Classic Guneghts, Volume II: The 25
Guneghts Behind the O.K. Corral by Bob Boze Bell.
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In 1999, Bob Boze Bell and partners bought True West magazine
(published since 1953) and moved the editorial oices to Cave Creek,
Arizona. Bell has published and illustrated books on Billy the Kid, Wyatt
Earp and Doc Holliday, as well as Classic Guneghts, an Old West
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New photos from the Carrizo Plain trip
Some new ones from Danny and Norm a Siler

And some excellent images from Shane Daley
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Trip 
Coordinator 

Report
Bob Jacoby

We want to thank Kevin Carlin for 
letting us know about his trip to the 
Owens Valley. It sounds like a great trip 
and, hopefully, Kevin will be able to 
lead more trips in the future. The 
itinerary for the trip sounds great!

In one other piece of news, I need to 
postpone the trip scheduled for next 
November to the Liebre Mountain area. 
I will be unable to do the trip at that 
time and hope to reschedule it later.

In the meantime, we still need a 
summer trip or two, preferably to the 
high country. If you have some ideas 
along this line and want to lead a trip 
please contact me and we can do some 
planning. ~ Bob

Next meeting – Don’t’ forget the next 
DE potluck meeting - June 18, 11:00 at 
my place in Lytle Creek. Bring a dish to 
share. There will be a (high clearance) 
run up Middle Fork Canyon if we finish 
in time

Pre-run July, August and September 
local mountain trips – I’m looking for 
someone (one or more) to join me to 
pre-run some possible trips for the summer 
here in our local mountains – the San 
Bernardino N.F.; the Angeles N.F.; or the 
Los Padres N.F. Call or email me if you 
can spare some time to do some exploring.

Radios – I just got my new GMRS 

radio! Now all I have to do is have Bill 
Smith help me install it in my truck(s). 
My local Lytle Creek community is 
starting a GMRS radio net - in addition to 
our amateur radio (ham) net. A couple of 
our hams have already gotten their new 
GMRS radios and say they have better 
clarity here in the canyon than the ham 
radios!

Thank you Jerry! – Jerry Peppers has 
kindly made a donation to our GMRS 
radio fund. These funds will be used to 
purchase radios for the temporary use by 
trip participants who don’t have one or 
have forgotten their own.  ~ Marian

Marian Johns 

Chairwoman’s  
Corner

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

Directions to Marian’s
Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and proceed uphill, 

Northwest into the mountains following Lytle Creek 
Wash. 

You will pass the Valero gas station (on your left) 
and shortly continue through a stoplight. 

Go six and one fourth miles, passing the Ranger 
Station and two stores on the right and our two story 
house is on the left behind a black iron fence directly 
across the street from the white, modular Post Office. 

If you get to cross street Valley Vista, you have gone 
100 feet too far. Several friendly dogs will greet you 
but are confined behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance: (909) 887-1549.

Desert Explorers
 June 2022  

Planning Meeting
Saturday, June 18th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch
Marian Johns’ Home
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June 1-3, 2022
Shumway Ranch & Santa Rosa 
Mountains
Leader: Vicki Hill
This trip is to the historic Shumway 
Ranch in the mountains above Palm 
Springs, then a drive up into the Santa 
Rosa mountains to visit another historic 
cabin. We will be camping in that area. 
We will be going on June 1-3 and avoid 
weekend groups. Parking is limited. This 
trip will be limited to SEVEN vehicles. 
Please let me know if you’d like to 
attend. Vicki Hill 951-306-4464. 

June 25 - July 3, 2022 
Eastern Sierras Trip is FULL
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern Sierras 
from the Bishop area to the Mono Lake 
area. Bishop to Fish Slough, Volcanic 

Tablelands and Glass Mountain. Log 
Cabin mine, Mono Lake backroads and 
Aurora townsite and mining areas. 

October 28-30, 2022
Annual Desert Explorers  
Rendezvous Needles, California
Trips in the planning stages: 
 • DE River Days Bob & Sue Jaussaud 

 • Rancho Camulos Bob & Sue Jaussaud 

 • Saline Valley Fall or early Spring

 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith (this 
will not be pre-run and will be done 
in segments on several dates.)

 • Death Valley west side & Skidoo Fall 
or winter. Jay Lawrence 

 • Joshua Tree outskirts Needs a leader 
and more map research.

Trips and Events

Please advise Trip Coordinator Bob Jacoby of the trips 
you plan to lead 

and dates so we can avoid conflicting schedules.
jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar CA KF6FZE

Pete Austin Diamond Bar CA K6PAA

Craig Baker Sylmar CA KC6KKR

Bill Baird Yucaipa CA AC6SP

Trudy Baird Yucaipa CA KD6NUY

Bruce Barnett Brea CA KD6BOY

Shelly Barnett Brea CA KD6DIR

Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR

Ken Eltrich Venice CA K6KCE

Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara CA KK6NLP

Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest CA KI6YLR

Bill Gossett Ridgecrest CA KI6YLQ

Emmett Harder Devore CA KK6WET

Ed Jack Thousand Oaks CA KM6NTV

Marian Johns Lytle Creek CA KN6KBN

Jay Lawrence Long Beach CA KI6KAV

John Marnell Apple Valley CA KC7AHW

Steve Marschke Torrance CA KK6EOS

Deb Miller Marschke Torrance CA KK6EOW

Deborah Nakamoto Temple City CA KK6UNR

Jerry Peppers New York NY W8JPP

William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH

Malcolm Roode Highland CA KF6GZH

Ken Searer Cerritos CA KD6UHY

Bill Smith Box Elder SD KQ1S

Julie Smith Box Elder SD KI7TNF

Joan Steiner Irvine CA KJ6AIK

Paul Vermette Anaheim CA KI6JFU

Ingo Werk Wilmington CA KK6EWB

Silent Keys
 Lorene Crawford KD6TLO

 Axel Heller KG6DII

 Neal Johns AG6HR

 Bob Martin KD6BRL

 Homer Meek K6HKT

 Jim Proffitt WB6FXG

 Don Putnam KC6SMI

 Dick Taylor K6VT

 Betty Wallin KD6CY

June Joke of the Month?
Why will you never starve in the desert? 

Because of the sand which is there!
Submitted by Larry Boerio.
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April
 7 Zoom Planning Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Check your email!
 23 Carrizo Plain Natl Mnmt 

Danny & Norma Siler

May

May
 7 Ridge Route Tour 

Bob Jacoby
 14 Santa Ana River & Fire Creek 

Marian Johns
 14 MRVM 55th Annual BBQ 

June
 1-3 Shumway Ranch &
  Santa Rosa Mountains 

Vicki Hill
 18 DE Planning Meeting
 25-7/3  Eastern Sierras Ramble 

Jay Lawrence

July
  

August September
 

October
 28-30  DE 2022 Rendezvous 
  Needles, California

November

November December
 ?? DE Holiday Gathering 

January
  

February
  

March
 

Desert Explorer Event Calendar

So where should we go this summer?

Is there a trip you could lead?

Directions to Marian’s
Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and proceed uphill, 

Northwest into the mountains following Lytle Creek 
Wash. 

You will pass the Valero gas station (on your left) 
and shortly continue through a stoplight. 

Go six and one fourth miles, passing the Ranger 
Station and two stores on the right and our two story 
house is on the left behind a black iron fence directly 
across the street from the white, modular Post Office. 

If you get to cross street Valley Vista, you have gone 
100 feet too far. Several friendly dogs will greet you 
but are confined behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance: (909) 887-1549.

Desert Explorers
 June 2022  

Planning Meeting
Saturday, June 18th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch
Marian Johns’ Home



Last month our location was Carrizo 
Painted Rock pictograph site on Carrizo 
Plain in San Luis Obispo County. The 
May winners were Randy Mathews, 
Leonard Friedman, Mal Roode and 
Anne Stoll. 

Carrizo Painted Rock
The turn-off is off Soda Lake Road. 

As discussed by Dave Whitley in his 
book, Rock Art Sites: Southern 
California and Southern Nevada (1996), 
this is the largest known Chumash rock 
art site in existence (p. 165). Some feel 
there are Yokuts painted rock art 
elements there as well. Sadly, the art 
was badly vandalized many years ago 
but the Getty Conservation Institute did 
stabilize it. Whitley believes the rock art 
is roughly 2,000 to 3,000 years old 
“with some paintings probably less than 
500 years old.” Anne Stoll

Carrizo Plain National Monument is 
one of the best kept secrets in 
California. Only a few hours from Los 
Angeles, the Carrizo Plain offers 
visitors a rare chance to be alone with 
nature. Some visitors say you can “hear 
the silence.” The plain is home to 
diverse communities of wildlife and 
plant species including several listed as 
threatened or endangered and is an area 

culturally important to Native 
Americans. 

This remote monument, traversed by 
the San Andreas Fault which has carved 
valleys, created and moved mountains, 
and yet up close, is seen in subtle 
alignment of ridges, ravines and 
normally dry ponds. Prominent features 

on the monument include the white 
alkali flats of Soda Lake, Painted Rock, 
vast open grasslands, and a broad plain 
rimmed by mountains. When conditions 
are right, numerous wildflowers can 
carpet the valley floor; although short 
lived it can be breathtaking.

Soda Lake, normally a dry lake bed, 
is one of the dominant geographic 
features of the Carrizo Plain. It is the 
largest remaining natural alkali wetland 
in southern California and the only 
closed basin within the coastal 
mountains. As its name suggests, Soda 
Lake concentrates salts as water 
evaporates, leaving white deposits of 
sulfates and carbonates that look like 
baking soda. BLM

May 2022 - Bob took off from home 
in his hot-air balloon and is now over 
this site. Let him know where he is so 
he can land and call for an Uber.Send 
your guess for this month’s puzzle to 
Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the subject. He 
will publish the names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. ~ Bob P
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May “Lost” 
Carrizo Painted Rock

Lost:  
Where Am I?



All DE trips require MRVM Membership. IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to:

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/DesertExplore
rs/199131753466338. The museum website is 
mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.
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Name 
Also Known As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Home Phone 

Cell Phone 
Email

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Trip Coordiator (Past Chair & Treasurer) 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Vieja 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairwom

an & Neal Keeper 
P.O. Box 124 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy 

530 Ohio Ave 
Long Beach 

CA 90814 
  

562-760-1999  
solariscom

m
@

earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
818-383-4678 

bopeltzm
an@

gm
ail.com

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
514 Am

ericas Way, #15035 Box Elder 
SD 57719-7600 928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Lindsay Woods 
Vice Chairm

an 
17531 Aspen St 

Hespera 
CA 92345 

760-559-4163 
760-559-4163f 

lindsaydwoods@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List




