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From his daughter Sarah: As for 
stories or memories... there’s a bunch! I 
remember we used to go camping like 
half a dozen times each year. I’m so 
grateful he took us since it was always 
so much fun! I 
remember when 
he was driving 
and there would 
be puddles or 
just any water 
that he would 
drive through, 
we would stick 
our arms out the 
windows and 
we’d get all wet 
and muddy! LOL! Playing 
with all the dogs too on 
the trips was great. I also 
remember him putting 
food in foil, like corn on 
the cobb or meat and 
potatoes, little packets of 
food and he’d put it on the 
engine of his truck so that 
by the time we got to the 
campsite, we’d have 
dinner already cooked! 
He’d always make sure to 
pack my sister’s and my 
favorite Capri-Sun drinks too.

We used to go to Big Bear too a lot 

just to get away from the stress of the 
world down the mountain. He put my 
sister and I into ski lessons. He loved 
skiing! He just got his back surgery 
done in September 2021 and I 

remember him 
saying over and 
over that he 
can’t wait for 
2022 ski season 
since his back 
will be good by 
then and he’ll be 
able to go skiing 
again since that 
was a passion of 
his. He had so 

many projects too - he cut 
down a limb from the 
cherry tree in the front 
yard of the cabin and he 
sawed those into little 
discs and he was 
varnishing them to make 
coasters! So very crafty 
and creative!

He was always helpful 
to me and would give me 
random things here and 
there... like he’d come 
down the mountain to 

visit and he’d bring me a bag of 
avocados and pistachio nuts. I told him 

Axel Heller 
A Great Explorer, Leader, 

Father and Friend

http://www.desertexplorers.org


my deadbolt lock on my door was 
sticking... so what does he do? He goes 
to his car and gets out his tools (he 
always had his tools in his car!) and 
completely removes my deadbolt, 
sprays everything with WD-40 and puts 
the deadbolt lock back on and viola! No 
more sticking! I always joked and 
would be like “who randomly has all 
this stuff in their car?” My dad, that’s 
who! I guess you never know when 
you’ll need things like that but he was 
there to always help.

I still can’t believe that he is truly 
gone. It breaks my heart each time I 
think of him, look at pictures of him, or 
just anything that will remind me of 
him. He was taken far too early! I 
seriously expected him to be around 
forever... at least like 20-30 more 
years!! He was always there for me and 
my sister, and a whole bunch of other 
people too. He had the biggest heart 
and he always had the best intentions 
for everyone. I have a friend who has 
been living with me since end of July 
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2021 (she had personal issues with her 
ex), and I’ve known her since 
elementary school. So every time my 
dad would bring me something, he 
would bring something for my friend 
too. My friend works in Downtown LA 
so it isn’t the best area. When he 
brought us each pepper spray and a 
taser, he said “I need to take care of my 
girls, all my girls” and he included my 
friend in that. So very sweet of him! He 
truly was the best father anyone could 
ask for. He was always making sure we 
were okay and helped us out when we 
needed it, or heck, even helped us out 
when we didn’t realize we needed help!

We are tentatively scheduling his 
“Celebration of Life” memorial to be 
on Saturday, February 19th, at the 
Shoreline Yacht Club in Long Beach. 
I’ll let you know once that has been 
finalized. ~ Sarah Heller

Axel Heller Reminiscenses by Ron 
Lipari. Pictures from 1991: One of my 
first experiences with the Backroad 
Explorers in the late 80’s was attending 
trips with my kids led by Axel Heller. In 
1986 the Backroad Explorers was a 
section in the Sierra Club. Axel was also 
a member of the Little Hikers – a group 
that also included trips with children.

The first trip I remember was to 
Carruthers Canyon in the East Mojave. I 
arrived the night before the trip was to 
meet Saturday morning. When I arrived 
at the meeting location that evening, I 
was the only car there with my girls, 
Amy and Melanie. Thinking that I had 
arrived at the wrong location Axel 
arrived at 9:30 a.m. the next morning 
with several cars! Axel’s directions 
indeed were excellent and correct! My 
kids had a great time and played with 
Axel’s kids as well as the others that 
joined the trip.

Axel continued leading Desert 

Explorer/Little Hikers trips, usually with 
Tom Church (Tomás). Tom loved all of 
the kids and enjoyed leading the trips 
with Axel. Particularly memorable were 
the yearly Father’s Day trips to the 
White Mountains and Cottonwood 
Creek. Axel met the group in Big Pine at 
the Country Kitchen coffee shop where 
we had breakfast.

The trip continued up Westguard Pass 
over the pass to Fish Lake Valley, and 
then up Wyman Canyon. This trip was 
perfect for the adults and kids alike for 
there was enough interesting sites 
including old cabins, waterfalls and 
stream crossings, as well as somewhat 
challenging 4x4 roads. The Schulman 
Bristlecone Pine forest was always a 
delightful stop, as some of the trees were 
over 3,000 years old. On one occasion 
on a particularly snowy year, Tom threw 
snow at my son Jeff who was 3 at the 
time. Tom was rewarded with a snowball 
fight! The campsite for the evening was 
located at Cottonwood Creek, and found 
therein were protected Piute Trout. The 
kids played in the creek, climbed the 
rocks, and were free to roam – much to 
the dismay of absent wives!! We had a 
wonderful pot luck dinner and campfires 
with excellent stories for the kids. Tom 
Church was always a hoot!!

The weather at the 8500 foot 
campsite could get cold but a warm fire, 
hot coffee and a hot breakfast were 
always appreciated. After gathering up 
camp the trip continued out of 
Cottonwood Creek up to the summit of 
Silver Canyon with a spectacular view 
of the Eastern Sierra Crest. On one 
occasion Axel’s rear axle U bolt had 
broken leaving the axle loose on one 
side. Axel’s resourcefulness was 
demonstrated when he used a come 
along to strap the rear axle in place and 
the trip continued!

Going down Silver Canyon was quite 
an adventure! Steep downhills, beautiful 
views, and for the kids a dozen or so 
water crossings that could be taken at 
speed!! Splashing water over the hood 
and sometimes into the windows always 



4 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 308 januaRy 2022

thrilled the children!
The trip ended up at the Laws 

Railroad museum at the bottom of Silver 
Canyon. A grove of cottonwoods stood 
across from the museum. After a brief 
museum visit Axel and Tom would take 
out ice cream for all of the kids – frozen 
in a Styrofoam ice chest and kept cold 
with dry ice! What a treat as the temp in 
Bishop was usually in the mid 90’s.

My kids and I will never forget these 
fun times. Axel was a confident, yet low 
key leader, who was happy to have young 
children on the trip. Axel enjoyed people!

Axel will be greatly missed, but the 
memories will live on. ~ Ron

From Jay Lawrence: Right from the 
start, Axel was one of those people who 
made the Backroad Explorers and Desert 
Explorers a special group. He was a 
friend from the moment you met him and 
always ready to help get your vehicle 
back on the trail or share stories around 
the campfire. In the 1980s he would lead 
trips all over, from the East Mojave to the 
White mountains. He cajoled many 
parents to get their kids out with him and 
his daughters to camp before the snow 
melted in the Sierras or explore old mines 
in the New York mountains. He had an 
understated, humble manner yet he was 
incredibly capable at everything he 

undertook. A rare person in today’s world. 
Someone you could count on.

At some point, the lure of the sea 
drew him to sailing and though he 
wasn’t with us on the trail we would get 
reports on his boats and his ports of call. 
A few years ago, he decided to get back 
to dry land and follow his dreams of 
more explorations of the western U.S. 
He was able to realize many of those 
dreams before the restrictions that kept 
us all at home the last two years. 

Axel will live on with all of us who 
knew him. He loved and was loved by his 
family. He lived his dreams. He quietly 
set a very high bar. ~ Jay

On my inbound trip article, some 
readers with a sharp eye might have 
notice that the second set of photos are 
not mentioned. Here is the missing text 
for these photos:

Our second and final stop on the way 
to Pahrump was a roadcut 3 miles east 
of Shoshone. Here we examined 
another volcanic ash layer, of Miocene 
age, about 9.5 million years old. This 
layer also was formed of volcanic ash, 
but erupted from a nearby vent and 
deposited while ash particles were still 
hot, not cooled by the atmosphere like 
the Lake Tecopa ash layers. The black 
layer is volcanic glass like obsidian; but 
unlike obsidian at Mono Craters that 
was slowly extruded as viscous molten 
rock, this layer is a “welded tuff”, 
formed of compressed “shards” of hot 
volcanic ash derived from an explosive 
eruption. Above and below the black 
layer is pink to orange volcanic ash 
with pumice blocks that cooled faster 
after eruption and emplacement, so did 
not nearly remelt with all porosity 
squeezed out.  ~ Bill

Inbound Geology Tour Redux
Text by trip leader Bill Neill with photos from Bill Neill and Janet Austin
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Joeso’s Inbound 2021 Rondy Trip
Photos by Jean Hansen

Fenced Waterhole

Kelly Airfield Ripley Cemetery

Turquoise Mountain

Halloran Springs

1910 Segment Heritage Trail
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2021 DE Christmas Party
Photos from Ingo Werk and Bill Neill

We had a spectacular day for this 
year’s DE holiday party. Ron Ross and 
Nancy Maclean outdid themselves 
preparing a beautiful setting in their La 
Cañada backyard looking out over Los 
Angeles all the way to the Pacific. 
Nancy baked macarons, sweets and 

Christmas cookies and put out a 
wonderful homemade cheese and 
sausages she and Ron brought back from 
Croatia. Their house was decorated to a 
fare-thee-well for the season with 
heirloom toys, Nancy’s train setup, a 
gingerbread house and clock tower and 

their Christmas tree with oraments 
gathered from their world travels. The 
day and the setting could not have been 
better and all of us who gathered 
enjoyed an excellent afternoon with a 
fine group of friends. 

Thank you Nancy and Ron!



Save the NEW Date!
November 25-27, 2022 • Needles

2022 Fall DE Rondezvous

Chairwoman’s Corner 
by Marian Johns
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January 2022
Hope you all enjoyed the holidays. I 
spent Christmas with my son, David, 
and his family in Santa Barbara. I’m 
sure glad I have family that I can visit 
on Christmas – and other special 
occasions. Otherwise, I’d be a very 
lonely old lady. 

I’m also thankful I live in a small 
community where I know many of my 
neighbors who are helpful and caring. The 
Lytle Creek amateur radio net also keeps 
me in touch with friends and neighbors.

DE Christmas Party
Most of you missed a really super DE 
Christmas party at the beautiful home of 
Ron Ross and Nancy Mclean. The 
weather was perfect and we were able to 
sit outside for the potluck, meeting and 
gift exchange. We also enjoyed the 
wonderful view of downtown L.A. and 
beyond to Catalina.

Rendezvous 2022
Bob Jaussaud has recommended that the 
2022 Rondy be changed from next 
spring to next fall. He hopes that by then 
we may have a better turn out. It will be 
held November 4-6, 2022 in Needles.

Last Chance Canyon, El Paso Mts. 
day trip, January 29, 2022
Nelson Miller was going to lead a trip in 
the El Paso Mountains until he injured 
himself. So I figured I might as well fill 
in for him and do a day trip there myself. 
It’s been years since I’ve been up (or 
down) Last Chance Canyon in the El 
Pasos so it will be sort of an exploratory 
trip. I don’t know how rough it is now 
but I’m pretty sure you’ll need 4WD. 
Contact me for details.

Trip for February?
We have no trip for February and I 
know there must be someone who could 
step up to the plate and lead one. Just a 
day trip would be much appreciated.

Between bites and in spite of the 
beautiful setting and weather, we had a 
brief business meeting before the 
Christmas party in December.
Meeting Opened 11:30 a.m.
Previous Minutes Acknowledged.
Newsletter Newsletter is going well and 
there were plenty of trip reports and photos 
from the Rondy attendees.
Website Deb Miller-Marschke could not 
make the meeting but all is well with the 
website and it is mostly up to date. 
Treasurer Bill Smith reported that our 
finances were in order and he would make 
our year-end MRVM donation.
Museum No museum report.
2022 Rondy Everyone agreed that our 
2021 Pahrump Rondy was a success 
despite a diminished turnout due to Covid. 
Bob Jaussaud suggested that in light of the 
current vaccination and Covid situation we 
postpone our Spring 2022 Rondy in 
Needles to Fall 2022. All agreed and the 
dates will be November 4-6. The primary 
venue will be the historic El Garces depot 
and we are planning a bring-your-own-
barbecue dinner event for Saturday night. 
Trips in the area could include the 
Sacramento Mountains, Kleinfelter 
petroglyphs, Mojave Twins intaglios, the 
Route 66 museum in Kingman, Caliche 
Springs and the nearby Yucca petroglyphs 
and possible boat trips on Lake Mojave. 
There is a possibility of a breakfast at the 
Jaussaud rancho. More to come.
Trips We touched briefly on the trips in 
the schedule and all wished Nelson Miller 
a swift recovery and return to exploring 
and trip leading.
New business Vicki Hill and Ingo Werk 
are working on designs for new DE shirts.
Next meeting February 12th at Marian 
Johns home, potluck lunch, 11 a.m.
Adjourned 12:15 p.m. (ish)

Meeting Minutes
September 4th, 2021



December contest winners are Al 
Schoppi, Mal Roode, Leonard 
Friedman, Barbara Midlikowski and 
Danny Siler. The correct answer is the 
Barstow Harvey House / Train Station. 

Barstow Harvey House
The Harvey House Railroad Depot in 

Barstow is one of the Fred Harvey 
Company hotels and restaurants, a chain 
described as “the greatest civilizing 
influence in the West.” Fred Harvey 
hotels and restaurants were a unique 
adjunct of the Atchison, Topeka, and 
Santa Fe Railway that played an 
important role in improving the quality 
and service of food along the rail lines. 
Prior to the founding of the first Harvey 
House restaurant, rail passengers often 
had to endure poor quality food and 
rushed service at the few eating places 
available at railroad stops. The custom 
was to hold the train for a few minutes 
while passengers bolted for the nearest 
available fare of the day. 

After a very successful venture to 
establish suitable eating facilities in 
Topeka in 1872, the Atchison, Topeka, 
and Santa Fe Railway developed an 
agreement with Fred Harvey in 1878, in 
which he would provide quality service 
and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 

Railway would supply the buildings. 
By 1883, Fred Harvey assumed 
exclusive control of all meal service on 
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe 
Railway from Topeka to El Paso. Mr. 
Harvey’s operation functioned with an 
extremely high level of efficiency, even 
sending telegrams from trains as they 
neared the depot. This enabled Harvey 
House staff to have all the facilities 
ready for customers as they got off the 
train. The Harvey Girls aided the 
popularity of the Harvey Houses. 
Recruited from eastern States, these 
rigorously trained waitresses served 

meals with precision and tact. 
The Harvey House in Barstow was 

called “Casa del Desierto” (House of the 
Desert). Originally constructed in 1885, 
the Harvey House Railroad Depot in 
Barstow consisted of a wooden depot, 
restaurant, and hotel that later burned in 
1908. Designed by talented architect 
Mary Colter and constructed from 1910 
to 1913, the present Harvey House 
portrays a regional sensibility in its 
design, a hybridization of Santa Fe 16th 
century Spanish and Southwest 
American Indian architecture The 
Harvey House Railroad Depot was listed 
in the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1975. After extensive 
restoration of the building, utilizing 
Federal Transportation in 1975. After 
extensive restoration of the building, 
utilizing Federal Transportation 
Enhancement Funds and local 
contributions, the Route 66 Mother Road 
Museum opened its doors in the depot in 
2000. The museum displays a collection 
of historic photographs and artifacts 
related to Route 66 and the Mojave 
Desert communities.

Guess what? Bob is lost again and as 
usual he is looking for a ride. Send your 
guess for this month’s puzzle to Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the subject. He 
will publish the names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. ~ Bob P
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December “Lost” 
Barstow Harvey House
& Train Station

Lost: Where Am I?

mailto:bopeltzman@gmail.com


9 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 308 januaRy 2022

January 29, 2022
Last Chance Canyon, El Paso 
Mountains Day Trip
Leader: Marial Johns CB Channel 13
It’s been years since I’ve been up (or 
down) Last Chance Canyon in the El 
Paso Mts. so this will be sort of an 
exploratory trip. Contact me for details. 
(I could use a co-leader... any 
volunteers?)

March 11-13, 2022
Ocotillo to Borrego
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Friday meet, hike and overnight in Blair 
Valley. Saturday gas up and gather at 
Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail conditions. High 
clearance 4WD required. CB channel 13. 
This trip is fully booked, but if you 
would like to be on the waiting list email 
Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net. 

March 25-27, 2022
Annual Desert Explorers  
Rendezvous Needles, California

April 23, 2022 Carrizo Plain 
National Monument
Leaders: Danny & Norma Siler
We will be exploring the geologic 
contortions caused by the San Andreas 
Fault which runs straight through there. 
Details to be announced.

May 7, 2022
Ridge Route Tour
Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning in the 
Gorman area. We will be following the 
historic Ridge Route which was the 
original auto road between Los Angeles 
and Bakersfield. The tour will be led by a 
local historian who will provide historical 
information for the entire route. We will be 
having lunch on the trail. The road has not 
been maintained for over 50 years, so you 
can expect just about any kind of 
conditions. High clearance, at least, will be 
required. There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

May 14, 2022 Day Trip - Fire 
Service Road 1N09 Santa Ana 
River, Deer Creek & Bear Creek.
Leaders: Marian Johns
When Ted Kalil was still with us (God 
rest his soul), he led a trip over FS Road 
1N09. It turned out to be one of the most 
beautiful and spectacular roads I’ve been 
on in the San Bernardino Mts. In the 
spring, the road crosses about a dozen 
streams; some are large enough to have 
names – the Santa River, Deer Creek, 
Bear Creek, Hemlock Creek, Alder Creek 
and several others. Bear Creek has carved 
a huge, boulder-filled drainage where I 
hope we can have lunch. We’ll also pass 
by the Keller Cliffs which are an 
impressive natural feature. You’ll need a 
high clearance vehicle but a 4x4 would be 
better because there are a couple of steep 
places where I’ve used 4WD on past 
trips. Call Marian for details.

June 25 - July 3, 2022 
Eastern Sierras
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern Sierras 
from the Bishop area to the Mono Lake 
area. Details to be announced. 

November 4-6, 2022
Annual Desert Explorers  
Rendezvous Needles, California

November, 2022
San Gabriel Mountains 
Liebre Mountain Trail
Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 
National Forest. Details to be announced. 

Trips in the planning stages: 
 • DE River Days Bob & Sue Jaussaud 

 • Rancho Camulos Bob & Sue Jaussaud 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild Vicki Hill

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall

 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith (this 
will not be pre-run and will probably 
be done in segments on several dates.)

Potential trips looking for leaders:
 • Anza-Borrego

 • Joshua Tree NP

 • Death Valley West Side & Skidoo

 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita area

Tri ps and Events

Please advise Trip Coordinator Bob Jacoby of the trips you plan to lead 
and date so we can avoid conflicting schedules.

jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
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April
  Carrizo Plain Natl Mnmt 

Danny & Norma Siler 

May
 7 Ridge Route Tour 

Bob Jacoby
 14 Santa Ana River & Fire Creek 

Marian Johns 

June
 25-7/3 Eastern Sierras Ramble 

Jay Lawrence

July
  

August September
 

October
  

November

November
 4-6  DE 2022 Rendezvous 
  Needles, California 

 Liebre Mountain Trail
  Bob Jacoby

December
  DE Holiday Gathering 

January
  

February
  

March
 11-13  Borrego South to North 

Jay Lawrence
 25-27  DE 2022 Rendezvous 
  Needles, California 

2022

Trip Coordinator Notes from Bob Jacoby
Happy New Year everyone! I am 

pleased to report a little bit of progress 
regarding future trips. The first item is 
that Marian Johns will be leading a day 
trip on January 29th up (or down) Last 
Chance Canyon in the El Pasos. This 
should be a great trip! Please check the 
writeup for a more information. 

Also note that due to the current 

Covid situation, we thought it prudent 
to move the 2022 Rondy date from 
March to November. With any luck at 
all, things will have improved by then.

I am also pleased to report that Mr. 
Bill Smith will quite possibly be leading 
a two day trip out of Quartzite on the 
Arizona Peace Trail. This event will 
likely be at the end of February. There 

are still some scheduling issues to deal 
with and we will let everyone know 
when plans are finalized. 

That’s it for now, but we are definitely 
off to a good start for 2022. I hope to see 
you out there soon. Please let us know if 
you have a trip you would like to see on 
the schedule. Contact me at (310) 490-
6873 or jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net ~ Bob

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
mailto:mrvmuseum@gmail.com


All DE trips require MRVM Membership. IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to:

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
is mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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Name 
Also Known As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Home Phone 

Cell Phone 
Email

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Trip Coordiator (Past Chair & Treasurer) 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Vieja 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairwom

an & Neal Keeper 
P.O. Box 124 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy 

530 Ohio Ave 
Long Beach 

CA 90814 
  

562-760-1999  
solariscom

m
@

earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
818-383-4678 

bopeltzm
an@

gm
ail.com

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
514 Am

ericas Way, #15035 Box Elder 
SD 57719-7600 928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Lindsay Woods 
Vice Chairm

an 
17531 Aspen St 

Hespera 
CA 92345 

760-559-4163 
760-559-4163f 

lindsaydwoods@
gm

ail.com
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