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On Saturday, Oct. 23, during the 
Rendezvous at Pahrump, our caravan of 
11 vehicles first drove about 60 miles 
northward on pavement, through 
Amargosa Valley and Beatty, then 
westward past old mining camps of 
Rhyolite and Bullfrog.  Our destination 
was the 26-mile, one-way dirt road 
across the Grapevine Mountains and 

down Titus Canyon into Death Valley.  
At the outset I handed out photocopies of 
a geology road guide, ten pages from a 
2007 paperback, Geology of Death 
Valley, by Marli Miller and Lauren 
Wright.  But our main interest during this 
trip was viewing the impressive scenery; 
so for this report, I’ll just show photos 
without geology comments.  ~ Bill

Titus Canyon Geology Tour
By trip leader Bill Neill

Photos by Bill Neill, Janet Austin and Ingo Werk

http://www.desertexplorers.org


Titus Canyon
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Rondy Outbound: Tecopa Area Mines
Trip Leader Jay Lawrence • Photos by Janet Austin and Jay Lawrence

After the Sunday morning meeting at 
the Rondy we assembled a motley crew 
of explorers and head down Highway 95 
to the Old Spanish Trail Highway, then 
struck out on dirt toward Tecopa, 
following the southern edge of the 
Nopah Range. The group included 
Lindsay and Michelle Woods, Janet and 
Pete Austin, Brett Henrich, Pat Nelson, 
Ed Jack, Dave Hess, Dave Burdick, 
Craig Baker, Paul Rourman, Marian 
Johns and me.

Our first stop was the east entrance of 
the War Eagle Mine. Several of us poked 
our heads into the mine entrance but we 
were not there to explore the interior. 
This entrance only hints at the extensive 
(and dangerous to explore) tunneling, air 
shafts, elevator drops and excavation 
inside this mine. We would see several 
other access points miles away later in 
the day. It would be an understatement to 
say that these mountains are riddled with 

holes. On an earlier visit I met a group of 
mine explorers who had been under-
ground here for a week and they felt they 
had barely started exploring. 

Next we visited the remains of Lower 
Noonday Camp where local ore was 
processed before transport by rail. 
Gravity and time have beat up the old 
ore chute, but a large iron tank and 
several water runs remain.

We headed around the corner of the 
Nopahs to the west entrance with a stop 
for lunch. Several folks elected to run 
the loop up to and under the huge ore 
chute that marks the primary entrance to 
the War Eagle. It is a massive structure 
and still in remarkable shape after being 
abandoned for more than 65 years.

Around the next corner we found the 
Columbia Mine lower entrance and 
upper entrance with its big ore chute and 
tram track remains along with a slightly 
used Oldsmobile carcass. Several folks 

drove and hiked to the ore chute. The 
small turnaround limited the number of 
cars that could get up that road and the 
dropoffs make any mistake a big one.

We hit the Old Spanish Trail 
Highway and pavement again at Tecopa 
and said our goodbyes to the people who 
were headed out. Ed Jack, Pat Nelson, 
Dave Hess, Dave Burdick, Pete and 
Janet Austin and I continued on to Ibex 
Springs and the two talc mine sites there. 
One of the few buildings that was 
standing only last year has collapsed. 
The doghouse over the spring is still in 
OK shape and the small water tank 
remain. We ran into big washouts, ran 
out of road and ran out of daylight so 
more exploration would have to wait for 
another day. We had a full day with great 
people and beautiful weather. We headed 
back to Highway 127 and wished each 
other safe travels when we hit the 
pavement and unlocked hubs. ~ Jay

Lower Noonday Camp ore chute

Janet, Jay and Marian

War Eagle west entrance

Wagon frame above Noonday Camp
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Columbia Mine ore chute

Heading back to 127

Twilight at Ibex Dunes

Ibex Springs

Noonday tank War Eagle ore chuteNoonday campsite

Gunsight Mine rail berm and ties
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After meeting in Shoshone on Friday 
afternoon, Oct. 22, our inbound group 
examined two nearby outcrops of 
volcanic rock, then caravanned to 
Pahrump for the Rendezvous. Both 
volcanic rock units are described by a 
1997 book, Geology Underfoot in Death 
Valley and Owens Valley, by Robert 
Sharp and Allen Glazner. 

From the center of downtown Sho-
shone, first we drove about 1200 feet to 
the southwest, to Dublin Gulch where 
homeless men during the 1930s excavat-

ed living quarters in a layer of lithified 
volcanic ash. The book chapter describ-
ing this unit is titled “A Collector of 
Volcanic Ashes – Ancient Lake Tecopa.”

During the Ice Ages, until about 
500,000 years ago, ancient Lake Tecopa 
covered about 85 square miles and was 
over 400 feet deep. Over time, mud and 
volcanic ash were deposited on the lake 
bottom and eventually filled the lake 
basin. These sediments now form 
rounded hills of tan-colored mudstone 
along Highway 127 south of Shoshone. 

The lake sediments also include a 
dozen volcanic ash layers, derived from 
explosive eruptions elsewhere in the 
western states. The thick volcanic layer 
at Dublin Gulch has been identified 
geochemically as derived from the 
enormous eruption that formed 
Yellowstone caldera, 650 miles to the 
northeast. Most of the powdery ash near 
Shoshone settled on surrounding slopes 
and was washed into the lake by 
rainfall.  ~ Bill

Inbound Geology Tour Near Shoshone
By trip leader Bill Neill

Photos by Bill Neill and Janet Austin

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvmuseum@gmail.com
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War Eagle Mine
Bullion Mountains, San Bernardino County, California

Lat. 34° 27’ 31.71” N, Long: 115° 55’ 25.86” W.
By Joe de Kehoe

The October edition 
of the Desert Explorers 
newsletter included an 
article by Jay Lawrence 
about the War Eagle 
Mine which immediately 
caught my eye because I 
thought it was the one 
south of Bagdad that I 
tried for several years to 
visit. I quickly realized 
there are at least three 
mines in California 
named War Eagle.

Although the term 
War Eagle is now most 
commonly associated 
with Auburn University, 
the term dates back to 
the Civil War. Why 
mines were so named is 
a mystery; maybe it just 
sounded good.

The War Eagle Mine 
that is the subject for this 
article is in the Bullion 
Mountains, about 9 miles 
south of Bagdad on 
National Trails Highway, 
old Route 66. The mine 
was in operation from 
the late 1800s until about 
1931, but the exact dates 
of mining operations are 
uncertain, and there were 
times when the mine was 
inactive for several years 
and then reactivated. The 
principal ore being 
extracted was wolfenite, 
a lead ore, and 
molybdenite. Secondary 
minerals included gold, 
silver, copper, and tin. 
Ore from the mine was 
taken to Bagdad, initially 

by horse-drawn wagons 
and later by trucks 
where it was loaded on 
to rail cars and shipped 
to the mill in Barstow. 
The other important 
mine using Bagdad as a 
staging point on the 
railroad at that time was 
the Orange Blossom 
copper mine, 8 miles 
northeast of Bagdad in 
the Bristol Mountains. A 
map of Bagdad drawn in 
1910 indicates several 
businesses in Bagdad 
that supported the two 
mines including a 
general store, mining 
offices, and livery 
stables

When I visited the 
War Eagle Site in 2008 
all the buildings were 
gone, and only a few 
concrete foundations 
remained, but there was 
an extensive network of 
mine shafts containing 
rotten wooden ladders; 
the mine was almost 
entirely an underground 
operation.

Access to the mine 
today is severely re-
stricted because in the 
1950s almost the entire 
eastern part of the 
Bullion Mountains was 
included in the Marine 
Air Ground Task Force 
Training Command base 
at Twentynine Palms 
where live fire training 
occurs including small 
arms, artillery, tank, and 



close air support aircraft. Consequently, 
the entire area became off-limits to the 
public. Trespassing in the area is a 
felony in addition to being monumen-
tally dangerous.

I tried for two years to gain access to 
the area, explaining that I was writing a 
book about the history of the area, but 
my requests to the Marine Corps were 
repeatedly denied for all sorts of 
reasons. Finally, in 2008 a person 
whose family lived in the desert and 
whose mother I had interviewed for my 
book heard of my requests to visit the 
mine and agreed to take me. This fellow 
worked as a contractor for the Marines 

analyzing soil samples on the base. 
Although I volunteered to drive my 
Jeep, instead, three marines picked me 
up from my hotel in Twentynine Palms 
on the morning of our visit and escorted 
me through the area for the entire day. I 
felt like quite the dignitary and was 
treated to one of their MREs for lunch 
in the field.

Driving through a bombing range in 
the Bullion Mountains was almost as 
interesting as visiting the mine. Several 
times during the day I asked to get out of 
the vehicle to take photos. Although they 
agreed, I was instructed to stay on the dirt 
road because of unexploded ordinance. 

I don’t know what the marines are 
firing that can drill a hole through a 
bulldozer blade on the front of a tank, 
but I wouldn’t want to be on the 
receiving end of it. On the way back to 
the base we drove through the range 
where tanks practice firing on steel 
silhouette targets moving across the 
area downrange on railroad tracks. I 
was impressed!

In addition to the bombing / artillery 
range the Marines have also built a 
mock-up of a Middle Eastern village, 
complete with a mosque, native role-
players, trash piles and junk cars. I was 
not allowed to photograph that.  ~ Joe
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John and Ann Fulton, George and Anne Stoll, Chuck and Kathy Mitchell,  
Bob and Sue Jaussaud, Nancy McClean and Ron Ross, Vicki Hill and Dave McFarland, 

Alan Romspert, Joan McGovern, Carol Paquette
From Vicki Hill Fifteen Desert Explorers on a weeklong trip on the Yampa river, summer 2006 exploring the desert without wheels. 
Hiking, photography, geology, botany, archaeology, fossils, critters, paddling, and lots of excitement. We didn’t want the trip to end. 

If you have a favorite DE trip, send a photo along with a few sentences about the scene and the perpetrators, er, participants.  
Extra points if the scene includes a celebrity sighting, alien lifeforms or an especially embarrasing moment.

Favorite trip
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The Passing of Thanksgiving 2021
by Joeso

It was over all too soon. The good 
eats, the desert adventures, the 
wonderful camaraderie. After all the 
planning and preparation it is sad to 
realize that another Thanksgiving has 
passed us by so quickly. I wish it could 
have lasted longer… I seem to be 
wishing that a lot lately. Could age have 
something to do with it?

Anyway, the Desert Explorer 
“Thanksgiving on the River” revival was 
a huge amount of good old time fun with 
just a small group. After all the Covid 
scares and family emergencies, there 
were only eight of us left around the 
Thanksgiving Table. Even so, we 

managed to eat enough to account for a 
much larger group. Those seated at the 
table included Mignon, Vicki, Glenn and 
the Werk family, Ingo, Mary and Cory, 
plus Sue and I.

Louisiana Ingo and son Cory were 
anxious to see as much of the desert as 
we could, so on Thanksgiving morning 
we headed out and found some 
abandoned sections of Old Route 66, 
some hidden petroglyphs and some 
WWII insignias at Camp Ibis.

On Black Friday we coffeed up 
before bouncing our Tacomas plus one 
over Monumental Pass in the Sacra-
mento Mountains. Along the way Ingo 

was able to water his two dogs during 
our stops at the old mining camps of 
Cherokee, Lima, Vega, Hill Top and what 
we have dubbed the “Old Car Mine.”

On Saturday we took the day off from 
exploring and instead stretched our legs 
collecting treasures from the thrift stores 
in Needles and river rocks from the 
ancient deposits near the town of Golden 
Shores.

And… every evening (and morning, 
and lunch) we ate like there was no 
tomorrow. Many thanks to all for their 
meal contributions, especially Sue, 
Mignon and Vicki. They were truly the 
spark plugs that made it happen. ~ Joeso
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This article was presented by Desert Explorers 
member Walter Feller at the 2018 Desert Symposium 

at the Zzyzx Desert Studies Center. It is reprinted 
here with his generous permission.
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My Thanksgiving 2021
Earlier this year, I bought a new 

7500 watt generator because Edison 
keeps shutting the power off when the 
Santa Ana winds kick up. I had it wired 
so that all I have to do is start it. It then 
powers pre-selected circuits and I don’t 
have to fool with the breaker box at all. 

A couple of years ago Edison shut 
the power off on Thanksgiving Day 
because of the winds and we had no 
way to roast the turkey. That year we 
resorted to cooking some of 
Thanksgiving dinner out on the two 
burner camper stove – but we had no 
turkey. What a bummer that was! 

So, all was going well this year until 
Wednesday (the day before 

Thanksgiving) when the power went 
off! Good grief – not again!

Hey! But this year we have a new 
generator! However, when we tried to 
start it... you guessed it... it wouldn’t. So I 
called one of my fellow hams who lives 
here in the canyon. He came right over; 
he said some magic words, gave it a 
squirt of starter fluid and it fired right up. 

Hurray! Now we can fix Thanksgiving 
dinner! Yes? No! It turns out only the 
microwave and the toaster oven were 
connected to the circuit dedicated to the 
kitchen. Jeeze Louise, what else can go 

wrong? It looks like this is going to be a 
repeat of two years ago.

Then the Thanksgiving gods took 
pity on us. They calmed the winds and 
Edison turned the power back on just in 
time for us to fix Wednesday night’s 
dinner – and Thursday’s Thanksgiving 
feast. Whew!
Christmas Party – short meeting, pot 
luck and gift exchange

 This year’s DE Christmas party will 
be hosted by Nancy Maclean and Ron 
Ross on December 11, starting at 11:00. 
See details elsewhere in this issue. I 
always look forward to this special day 
– good company, good food and a 
hilarious gift exchange (gift exchange = 
gift stealing – you may not be able to 
keep this gift you choose.)
Christmas Puppies

White fluff balls, Samoyed and 
Alaskan Malamute. I have three left 
– hint, hint.  ~ Marian

Chairwoman’s 
Corner 
by Marian Johns

DE Christmas Party 
Ron Ross & Nancy Maclean’s Home

Saturday, December 11th • 11:00 a.m.
With Covid still around, the club 

decided that this year we will have a 
first outdoor Desert Exporers 
Christmas party at Ron Ross’s house 
in La Cañada. As usual, it will be a 
potluck with Christmas Gift exchange 
afterwards. A short business meeting 
will be held at 11:00 a.m. and will 
precede the festivities.

Please bring a chair to sit on in 
our backyard, and dress in layers, 
depending on the weather at the 
time. Our contact information is:

Ron and Nancy
5525 Burning Tree Drive
La Cañada, CA 91011
Cell phone to reach us if you have 

questions is 818-601-4465.

Save 
the 

Date!
March 25-27
2022 Rondy



November winners are Mal Roode 
and Randy “T-Bone” Mathews. The 
correct answer is Hercules’ Finger near 
Harrod Road and Powerline Road, south 
of Ord Mountain in the Lucerne Valley. 

Lucerne Valley
Lucerne Valley lies east of the Victor 

Valley, whose population nexus includes 
Victorville, Apple Valley, Adelanto and 
Hesperia. It is 19 miles (31 km) east of 
Apple Valley, and 20 miles (32 km) 
north of Big Bear Lake. Distant 
surrounding communities include Yucca 
Valley which lies 45 miles (72 km) east 
via State Route 247/Old Woman Springs 
Road, and Barstow, which is 
26 miles (42 km) north via 
State Route 247/Barstow 
Road.

The geographic valley is 
defined by the surrounding 
Granite Mountains, Ord 
Mountains, and San 
Bernardino Mountains.

While Lucerne Valley’s 
“town limit” signs are within 
two miles of each other, the 
County Service Area Limits 
are much larger: in the west 

to Joshua Road (unpaved road east of 
Milpas Road on Highway 18), to the 
north at the 4,000 feet (1,200 m) height 
of Ord Mountain on Highway 247, to the 
south at the entrance to Cushenbury 
Canyon on Highway 18, and at Old 
Woman Springs Ranch as the eastern 
boundary. Blackhawk Landslide — a 
prehistoric landslide that is one of the 
largest known in North America is in the 
southeast corner of the Lucerne Valley.

Chimney Rock — a registered 
California Historical Landmark, in the 
mountains north of the Rabbit Springs 
Dry Lake and of Highway 18 near the 

Rabbit Springs Road junction. It is the 
site of the last battle between immigrant 
settlers and a Native American tribe in 
the Mojave Desert. Conflicts between 
Native Americans and white settlers over 
the rich lands of the San Bernardino 
Mountains culminated in the battle at 
Chimney Rock on February 16, 1867. 
Although Native Americans defended 
themselves fiercely, they were forced to 
retreat into the desert. In the years 
following, traditional Native American 
mountain food gathering areas were lost 
to white encroachment. An historical 
marker is beside Highway 18, next to the 

welcome sign on the town’s 
western border.

Guess what? Bob is lost 
again and as usual he is 
looking for a ride. Send your 
guess for this month’s puzzle 
to Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the 
names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a 
new Lost puzzle for the 
month.  ~ Bob P
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November “Lost” 
Hercules’ Finger

Lost: 
Where Am I?

mailto:bopeltzman@gmail.com
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December 11, 2021
DE Yule Party
Festive potluck party at the home of Ron 
Ross and Nancy Maclean! As usual, it 
will be a potluck with Christmas Gift 
exchange afterwards. A short business 
meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m. and 
will precede the festivities. Please bring 
a chair to sit on in our backyard, and 
dress in layers, depending on the 
weather at the time. Our contact 
information is:

5525 Burning Tree Drive
La Cañada, CA 91011

Cell phone to reach us if you have 
questions is 818-601-4465. Be there!

March 11-13, 2022
Ocotillo to Borrego
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Friday meet, hike and overnight in Blair 
Valley. Saturday gas up and gather at 
Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail conditions. High 
clearance 4WD required. CB channel 13. 
If you would like to join us, email Jay at 
solariscomm@earthlink.net . 

March 25-27, 2022
Annual Desert Explorers  
Rendezvous Needles, California
April 23, 2022 Carrizo Plain 
National Monument
Leaders: Danny & Norma Siler
We will be exploring the geologic 
contortions caused by the San Andreas 
Fault which runs straight through there. 
Details to be announced.

May 7, 2021
Ridge Route Tour
Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning in the 
Gorman area. We will be following the 
historic Ridge Route which was the 
original auto road between Los Angeles 
and Bakersfield. The tour will be led by a 
local historian who will provide historical 
information for the entire route. We will be 
having lunch on the trail. The road has not 
been maintained for over 50 years, so you 
can expect just about any kind of 
conditions. High clearance, at least, will be 
required. There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

May 14, 2022 Day Trip - Fire 
Service Road 1N09 Santa Ana 
River, Deer Creek & Bear Creek.
Leaders: Marian Johns
When Ted Kalil was still with us (God 
rest his soul), he led a trip over FS Road 
1N09. It turned out to be one of the most 
beautiful and spectacular roads I’ve been 
on in the San Bernardino Mts. In the 
spring, the road crosses about a dozen 
streams; some are large enough to have 
names – the Santa River, Deer Creek, 
Bear Creek, Hemlock Creek, Alder Creek 
and several others. Bear Creek has carved 
a huge, boulder-filled drainage where I 
hope we can have lunch. We’ll also pass 
by the Keller Cliffs which are an 
impressive natural feature. You’ll need a 
high clearance vehicle but a 4x4 would be 
better because there are a couple of steep 
places where I’ve used 4WD on past 
trips. Call Marian for details.

June 25 - July 3, 2022 
Eastern Sierras
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern Sierras 
from the Bishop area to the Mono Lake 
area. Details to be announced. 

November, 2022
San Gabriel Mountains 
Liebre Mountain Trail
Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 
National Forest. Details to be announced. 

Trips in the planning stages: 
 • DE River Days Bob & Sue Jaussaud 
 • Rancho Camulos Bob & Sue Jaussaud 
 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 

Mountains near Idylwild Vicki Hill
 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith (this 

will not be pre-run and will probably 
be done in segments on several dates.)

Potential trips looking for leaders:
 • Anza-Borrego
 • Joshua Tree NP
 • Death Valley West Side & Skidoo
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita area

Tri ps and Events

Please advise Trip Coordinator Bob Jacoby of the trips you plan to lead 
and date so we can avoid conflicting schedules.

jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
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October
 22-24 DE 2021 Rendezvous 

Pahrump, NV

November
 6  Ridge Route 
  Bob Jacoby  Now May 7th

24-28 Thanksgiving at the River
  Bob & Sue Jaussaud

December
 11 DE Holiday Gathering 

At the home of Ron Ross and 
Nancy Maclean - La Cañada

  Details on page 13 of this 
newsletter.

2021

April
  Carrizo Plain Natl Mnmt 

Danny & Norma Siler 

May
 7 Ridge Route Tour 

Bob Jacoby
 14 Santa Ana River & Fire Creek 

Marian Johns 

June
 25-7/3 Eastern Sierras Ramble 

Jay Lawrence

July
  

August September
 

October
  

November
   Liebre Mountain Trail
  Bob Jacoby

December
  DE Holiday Gathering 

January
  

February
  

March
 11-13  Borrego South to North 

Jay Lawrence
 25-27  DE 2022 Rendezvous 
  Needles, California 

2022

Trip Coordinator Notes from Bob Jacoby
We have had a few things go on 

during the month of November. Please 
note that the Ridge Route trip has been 
rescheduled to May 7. The original date 
of the tour was November 6. That had to 
be cancelled at the last minute because of 
a personal emergency with the historian 
who will be the leader. He suggested 
Saturday May 7 for the trip and that 
should work fine. Unfortunately, it will be 
necessary to treat this as a totally new trip 

and it will require those interested to 
reserve a spot as soon as possible. My 
apologies for having to do this but, 
hopefully, it should work out fine.

In other news, Danny and Norma 
Siler have announced that the date of 
their Carrizo Plain trip will be April 23. 
That could be near the height of the 
wildflower season! I also want everyone 
to know that we are still working on the 
Arizona Peace Trail and hope to have 

something to announce in the not too 
distant future. It may be that this could 
evolve into four or five separate two day 
trips. We will see how that works out. 

That’s it for now. Even though we 
have not had a lot of activity in the last 
year plus, I think we now are well on our 
way toward a more “normal” schedule. 
Also, please remember that we need more 
leaders and everyone is encouraged to 
lead a trip of your choice. ~ Bob



All DE trips require MRVM Membership. IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to:

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
is mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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Name 
Also Known As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Home Phone 

Cell Phone 
Email

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Trip Coordiator (Past Chair & Treasurer) 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Vieja 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairwom

an & Neal Keeper 
P.O. Box 124 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy 

530 Ohio Ave 
Long Beach 

CA 90814 
  

562-760-1999  
solariscom

m
@

earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
818-383-4678 

bopeltzm
an@

gm
ail.com

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
514 Am

ericas Way, #15035 Box Elder 
SD 57719-7600 928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
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icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 
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Lindsay Woods 
Vice Chairm

an 
17531 Aspen St 

Hespera 
CA 92345 

760-559-4163 
760-559-4163f 

lindsaydwoods@
gm

ail.com
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