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A Different  
Type of Trail

by Lindsay Woods
While the thing they call COVID has 

many sequestering themselves a fellow 
explorer, a few friends and myself 
decided to get outside and explore on 
foot. We stopped and ate lunch in 
Kernville after a brief stop at a local 
fly-fishing tackle store to get some new 
flies. The upper 
fork of the Kern 
River was our 
destination, after 
traveling for nearly 
four hours without 
any historical or 
geological 
narration we 
arrived at the trail 
head and readied 
ourselves for a 
four-mile descent 
to the valley floor. 
My Desert 
Explorer partner in 
crime was our 
young friend 
Jarred Keeling, 
who I think might 
have over packed his backpack by the 
look of it.

Heading out we were enthusiastic 
about what the next three days would 
hold for us. There were a few clouds in 
the sky that provided us with some relief 
from the sun. As we descended into the 
valley the views were breath taking and 

increased our desire to get to a campsite 
and enjoy all that nature had to provide. 
With all the cars at the trail head we had 
expected we would encounter a number 
of other backpackers, but we didn’t. 
Once on the valley floor we came to a 
stream which had to be crossed. While 

the others thought 
through the pros 
and cons to 
remove their socks 
or footwear I 
decided to go 
through the stream 
with my boots on. 
Once I hit the 
other side of the 
stream it began to 
thunder and soon 
after began a very 
hard rain. Shelter 
was sought under 
trees while the 
others put their 
sock and shoes 
back on. The rain 
continued heavily 

for at least 15 minutes if not longer. Once 
the rain stopped, we hiked on and found 
a beautiful campsite right along the 
river’s bank that we made our home for 
the next few days. 

After setting up camp and hanging 
our rations from a tree branch the fishing 
gear came out in hopes of landing one of 
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the elusive golden trout which this area is 
known for. Several rainbow trout were 
caught and released. I kicked back and 
read a book in the shade enjoying the 
tranquility of our temporary home. It was 
soon time for dinner, you know the type 
of gourmet meals you eat while back 
packing. Mine is the ever-popular Top 
Ramen while the others ate MREs or 
dehydrated food.

Following dinner, I was attacked (by 
the sandman), so I crawled into my bivy 
sack and called it a day. The next 
morning, we awoke to the sounds of the 
river. We had a few brief conversations 
with other hikers and fishermen who were 
headed into the area. We swam, read, 
explored and Jarred learned to fly fish. He 
then made it his sole purpose to catch a 
fish. After hours of fishing he finally 
succeeded in catching a legal rainbow 
trout. It was great to see his excitement as 
well as entertaining to say the least. If 
you want to know the final disposition of 
the fish, you’ll have to ask Jarred.

During our stay there were several 
F-18 jets that flew through the canyon so 
low that when one of them turned on its 
side you could see the helmet of the pilot. 
Let me tell you it was loud! Soon the 
skies began to darken off in the distance. 
It was thought the thunder head was 
going to miss us but it turned and headed 
our way. The decision to break camp and 
backpack out was made a little after 6:00 
p.m. You might say I have quite a bit of 
experience in breaking down camp as I 
have had to do it in a hurry several times 
before. This is the part of the trip I was 
not looking forward to as let’s just say my 
workout regiment has been virtually 
nonexistent. The first mile was not as 
strenuous as what lay ahead, I thought 
maybe a rescue helicopter might be in 
order. I pressed on realizing that leaving 
under these conditions were far more 
favorable than leaving the next morning. 

Usually when hiking the first two people 
in the group arouse the wildlife, our trek 
out was no different as I was nearly bitten 
by a two-foot-long baby rattle snake. Its 
rattles were so small it sounded like a 
cricket. It would not have been a good 
spot to get bitten. A few minutes later at 
one of our rest stops Jarred said 



something had bitten him and he thought 
it was a mosquito so we marched on.

After a little more than two hours and 
frequent stops we were able to see the 
reflectors on the car thanks to a 
headlamp. We made it alive! It was time 
for a quick baby wipe rinse down at least 
for the two adults, and believe me the car 
ride would have been a lot nicer if all 

would have taken their hygiene more 
seriously. We loaded up and headed for 
home stopping in Lake Isabella at a Taco 
Bell and to fill up on gas. We pulled into 
Hesperia a little after 1:00 a.m. The trip 
was great but you know it is always good 
to get home.

The next day Jarred’s bite had flared 
up and his arm had become swollen and 

was increasing in size. It appeared to 
have been a spider bite that resulted in 
swelling and irritation. After monitoring 
the bite and the subsequent reaction he 
was taken to seek medical attention. 
Jarred was relieved to not have to take 
me up on my offer to amputate his arm.

Jarred and I hope to see you all on the 
trail soon. ~ Lindsay
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Tired of wishing for the good old days
by Marian Johns

I’m so pissed I’m tempted to have a 
hissy fit. These are supposed to be my 
golden years, but instead I’ve been 
“locked down” for the last six months 
and it looks like this situation is not 
going to end real soon. 

I am so tired of this Covid-19 
business; tired of wearing a mask; tired 
of social distancing.

I’m tired of the rioting and looting, 
the burning of businesses and the 
intimidation created by “peaceful 
demonstrators.”

I’m tired of my empty social calendar 
- although I have seen my kids and 
grandkids several times in the last six 
months.

I’m tired of sitting home because 

there are no D.E. trips and no D.E. 
meetings.

I’m tired of no community events to 
attend – no community meetings, no 
potluck dinners, no senior dinners, no 
book and bake sales and no flea market.

In a way I’m tired of missing Neal. 
On the other hand, I don’t really think I 
ever want to stop missing him. Which 
reminds me – I’ve been cleaning out 
closets and the attic and I found a big 
box of Neal’s old receipts, bank 
statements, investment statements and all 
sorts of other stuff dating back to 1970! 

I also found his gun, a 9mm Heckler-
Koch and a box of ammo. I have signed 
up for a gun safety class. I need to learn 
how to properly handle and fire it because...  

when I found it and figured out how to 
remove the loaded clip, I didn’t know 
about the remaining bullet that was still 
chambered. So stupid me, thinking it was 
unloaded, I squeezed the safety and then 
the trigger. BOOM!!! 

I “killed” the big flashlight standing 
on the kitchen counter. Then, when I 
finally gathered my wits, I had the 
chore of cleaning up the battery “juice” 
all over the floor. 

It’s kind of funny now but at the 
time I was appalled! Did I just do what 
I think I did? That was a very sobering 
experience. 

And that’s why I’m going to take 
that gun safety class. ~ Marian

Living with Little Dinosaurs
You can gain a lot of 

perspective when you live 
with these little guys. They 
snooze from around 
Halloween to mid-March and 
wake up with a big appetite. 
The photo of Darwin and 
Huxley (left, enjoying 
watermelon, green beans and 
lettuce) was sent by Claudia 
and Alan Heller. Seth (on the 
right, relaxing in his famous 
“flying tortoise” pose) has 
lived with Sylvia and Jay 
Lawrence for over 20 years. 
He’s about 66 years old 
and is quite a character.
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The “New Guy” Chimes In
  by Ed Jack     KM6NTV

Greetings from the new guy. I’m 
sitting here in my home office in 
Thousand Oaks reflecting. At the start of 
the year I was excited about my new 
membership with the Desert Explorers. 
There were grand 
visions of tooling 
around on old 
desert tracks and 
learning as much as 
I could about this 
amazing landscape 
we live in and 
around. Little did I 
know the impact a 
global pandemic 
could have.

On March 19th, 
2020 I found myself 
camped just west of 
the Salton Sea with 
my buddy Pat. He’s 
also a new member 
to the club. We 
were ready to meet 
another group of 
explorers on the 
other side of the 
lake/sea and explore 
east along the 
Bradshaw Trail over 
to Blythe and the 
Colorado River. 
Things were getting 
complicated as the governor had just 
shut down the state. After a bit of 
deliberating we decided to roll on. 

Where better to social distance?
According to the BLM website: “The 

first road across Riverside County to the 
Colorado River was blazed by William 
Bradshaw in 1862 as an overland stage 

route. Beginning in 
San Bernardino, the 
trail was used 
extensively 
between 1862 and 
1877 to haul miners 
and other 
passengers to the 
gold fields at La 
Paz, Arizona (now 
Ehrenberg). The 
Bradshaw Trail is a 
70-mile dirt road, 
periodically graded 
by the Riverside 
County 
Transportation 
Department. 
Four-wheel-drive 
vehicles are 
recommended due 
to stretches of soft 
sand. The trail 
traverses mostly 
public land, and 
offers spectacular 
views of the 
Chuckwalla Bench 
and the Orocopia, 

Chuckwalla and Mule Mountains. The 
Bradshaw Trail National Backcountry 
Byway is administered by BLM’s Palm Springs-South Coast Field Office.”

From the Salton Sea side the start of 
the trail is several miles of washboard. 
This resulted in a field repair for a lost 
hanger bolt on one of the Jeeps 
(repurposed a small piece of round 
stock). Another Jeep broke a brake line 
and unfortunately couldn’t be repaired. 
After a worthy try that vehicle turned 
around and limped back to Mecca with 
another vehicle (for safety). We saw 
several small side-by-sides zooming 
around the west end of the trail.

Hare

Desert bloom

Salton Sea overwatch

Camp

Lost hanger bolt

A worthy try
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Once the washboard ended the desert 
came alive. It always amazes me to see 
the life that can spring fourth out of the 
desert. I gained a new perspective of the 
tortoise and the hare. An amazing little 
orchid growing out of a pile of rocks in a 

dried up wash. There are beautiful vistas 
if you are willing to climb out of the 
vehicle and walk a little. A beautiful 
moth that wanted to hitch a ride.

The trip east of the washboards was 
fairly smooth with no more mechanical 

failures. We stopped to check out a 
couple of old mining operations and 
spent two nights in the fresh desert air. 
All in all a nice place to spend a quiet 
weekend away from the rif-raff.  ~ Ed

Moth Orchid Tortoise

My summer excursion started mid-
August, but not as planned. Friends bailed 
out mid-April, and I did the first half as 
we planned it and modified the last week. 
This is part one of this two week 
excursion.

My first stop was the Minidoka 
Interment camp for the Japanese 
“citizens” from 1942 to 1945, located in 
Idaho. This camp was just one of 
tencamps located in the US. Population 
was about 10,000 displaced Japanese. 

There were major 
differences in 
construction when 
compared to 
Manzanar just south 
of Lone Pine. The 
buildings were raised 
floors, and the 
outside walls were 
secured only with 
black tar paper with no insulation to the 
outside (brrr). 

The visitor center 
is so new it hasn’t 
been completed.  
They plan for it to 
open next year.

The guard tower 
was reconstructed in 
2014. The remains of 
the foundation of the 
entrance building for 

visitors and the guard shack are about the 
only “true remnants” left of the camp.

How I Spent My Summer Vacation
by Axel Heller

Typical Building Guard shack remains and waiting area entrance

Reconstructed wall
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Craters of the Moon National 
Monument is an area of extremely 
condensed volcanic activity. Being 
familiar with the volcanic activity in Inyo 
and San Bernardino Counties, this 
National Monument is located between 
the Cascades and Yellowstone. 

The Shosone Indians would migrate 
across the lava fields along with the 
pronghorn antelope. Settlers going west 
cut a trail through the lava fields in the 
north to avoid the Indian attacks along the 
Oregon Trail. It was not used as often as 
there just wasn’t any surface water for the 
wagon trains. 

The Devils Orchard is named 

because a minister going through the 
area was said to say “only the devil 
could create such a landscape.” 
Temperatures have been recorded as 
high as 150 degrees on the lava beds 
(enough to melt your shoes?) Many of 
the areas, mostly the caves, were closed 
due to instability from earthquakes in 
the regions since March. 

There are several Kipukas (Hawaiian 
word), Islands of Life throughout the 
Monument. These areas were bypassed 
by the flows and showed the scientists 
what kind of flora existed over 2,000 
years ago in this area, from grasses to 
dwarf buckwheat, limber pine, bitterroot, 

monkey flower and sagebrush among 
others. Lichen was one of the first plants 
growing breaking down the lava into soil.

One particular vent/cone was called 
the Sno Cone. This cone actually had 
snow inside despite it being in the middle 
of August in the desert heat.

Apollo 14 to Apollo 17 Astronauts 
trained here as they were all to land on 
the moon in volcanic areas of the moon. 
They learned what type of rock 
specimens to choose to best help the 
scientific community to understand the 
moon’s formation.

That’s it for now, next month the 
Tetons and Yellowstone. ~ Axel

Kipuka Devil’s Orchard

Devil’s Orchard Sno Cone

Limber Pine On the road

Lichen

Hearty local flora
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GeoloGy tour: 
Glacial Deposits Near Sperry Wash

by Bill Neill

Outside the Shoshone Museum is a 
geological display with a stratigraphic 
column showing rock formations of the 
Amargosa basin.  In the lower part of the 
stratigraphic column, one sedimentary 
unit labelled the Kingston Peak 
Formation is described as “mudstone 
with pebbles and boulders – ancient 
glacial deposit . . About 740-635 m.y.”  

The Kingston Peak Formation is 
sandwiched in the column between two 

carbonate units:  the Noonday Dolomite 
above, and the Beck Springs Dolomite 
below.  Because dolomite (magnesium 
calcium carbonate – MgCa2CO3) is 
derived from limestone (calcium 
carbonate - CaCO3) which normally is 
deposited in warm shallow tropical 
marine water, this arrangement raises the 
question – why was glacial sediment 
deposited in a tropical setting?

Before considering this question 
further, we’ll 
examine the 
Kingston Peak 
Formation at its 
most accessible 
outcrop, located 
south of 
Amargosa 
Canyon along the 
Sperry Wash 
Route, which is a 
legal OHV trail  
through the 
Kingston Peak 
Wilderness.  

Until 1974, trucks travelled the route 
carrying talc ore from the Western Talc 
Mine in the Alexander Hills to Union 
Pacific tracks at Dunn Siding, near 
Afton Canyon.

Outcrop of Kingston Peak Formation north of 
Dumont Dunes, next to Amargosa River flood 

channel.  Note vehicle on left for scale.
About 2/3 mile beyond the Sperry 

Wash gate, next to the Amargosa River 
flood channel, the outcrop of glacial 
deposit is not especially photogenic,  
but close inspection shows distinctive 
features:  a variety of mostly angular 
rock clasts embedded in a mudstone 
matrix, with the thin layering of mud-
stone either depressed by or draped 
over the clasts.  Geologists interpret 

Entrance to Sperry Wash OHV route from Dumont Dunes road, with Kingston Peak in distance

Stratigraphic column of Amargosa geology displayed outside Shoshone Museum
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these clasts as carried to an offshore 
marine basin by melting icebergs and 
dropped into mud that slowly accumu-
lated from the settling of suspended 
clay and silt particles in quiet water.  

As shown on the Shoshone Museum 
display, the age of the Kingston Peak 
Formation is thought to be between 635 
million and 740 million years – a time 
when land plants had not yet evolved, 
and the most advanced marine animals 
were soft-bodied like jellyfish.  Glacial 
deposits of similar age and character 
have been found elsewhere in the world 
– in Australia, Norway, India, Namibia 

– that apparently were deposited at 
tropical latitudes, as inferred from 
paleomagnetism and the 
association with carbonates.

A ”Snowball Earth” or 
“Slushball Earth” model has been 
developed to explain these 
features.  According to this 
theory, the Earth was heavily 
glaciated for 100 million years or 
more, mostly covered by thick ice 
extending nearly to the equator, at 
a time when most continental 
masses were grouped near the 
equator.  Before and after this 

prolonged cold period, temperate 
conditions prevailed and carbonate rocks 
were deposited below and above the 
glacial unit.

According to Wikipedia, the period of 
global cooling “from about 850-630 
mya, is believed to have been caused by 
early photosynthetic organisms, which 
reduced the concentration of carbon 
dioxide and increased the amount of 
oxygen in the atmosphere.”  Although 
photosynthesis by marine algae started 
about 2 billion years ago, the 
atmosphere’s oxygen remained low 
during the first billion years because as 
oxygen was produced, it was removed 
by oxidation of dissolved iron in the 
ocean and iron minerals in exposed rock 
on the continents. 

Eventually, dissolved iron in seawater 
was removed to form “banded iron 
formation”, now exposed in places like 

Michigan and Australia; and by covering 
much of the continents, the “Snowball 
Earth” glaciation slowed rock 
weathering and allowed the atmospheric 
oxygen content to rise nearly to present 
levels.  The increased oxygen level in 
the atmosphere, in turn, allowed larger, 
more complex animal life to evolve, 
resulting in the “Cambrian explosion” 
about 541 million years ago.

This is a complex story to derive 
from rust-colored rocks exposed along 
the Sperry Wash route south of 
Amargosa Canyon, but it’s humbling to 
recognize that the rock history 
contributes to explaining how complex 
life evolved, including us.   ~ Bill

From www.snowballearth.org
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Something on everyone’s mind in the 
DE is “When do we get back to some 
semblance of normal?” I think that 
translates to conducting trips, having 
planning meetings and looking ahead to 
a possible Rondy next spring. 
Unfortunately, at this point there is no 
easy answer to any of these. This is 
primarily because of the fact that we 
have very little control over local, state 
and federal policy regarding the COVID 
virus. As a result, our options are very 
limited.

The first issue is trip planning. As you 
can see elsewhere in this newsletter we 
have a lot of trips planned, but they have 
all been “Postponed.” It has always 
been the responsibility of the trip leader 
to decide when a trip will be held. I 
don’t think that has changed. However, 
there are some new rules that need to be 
considered. Every trip must be in 
accordance with all laws and policies in 
effect at the time of the trip. This means 
that it may not be appropriate to have a 
number of people together to start a trip. 
This is something that can change over 
time. (We should also keep in mind that 
we are a group with a lot of older folks.) 
Also, it will be very important for all trip 
participants to sign an appropriate 
waiver regarding the COVID virus. 
Thanks to the assistance of several 
members we have created a new sign-in 
form which could be helpful. Finally, we 
need to remember that we are an integral 
part of the Mojave River Valley 
Museum. We need to be very careful to 
officially inform the museum of any DE 
trips we plan to have.

Even more problematic than planning 
for trips is the need to schedule a DE 

Business/Planning meeting. There are 
obvious issues in having our usual type 
of meeting with as many as 20 or 25 
people. Until the COVID crisis is over, 
any kind of in-per-
son meeting would 
be very challenging, 
if even possible. 
One possibility is to 
have a “ZOOM” 
meeting on our 
computers. I have 
been involved 
recently in a 
number of these 
computerized 
meetings for 
different organiza-
tions and have 
found them to work 
just fine. However, 
a key issue is 
whether or not 
everyone has the appropriate computer 
support and computer skills to partici-
pate. In any event, it may be worthwhile 
to give it a try.

Finally, we should never forget 
Rondy planning. It has been very 
difficult to do any such planning under 
the current conditions. In a “normal” 

year most of the Rondy venue planning 
has been completed by September for 
a Rendezvous the following Spring. 
This is something we need to discuss 

whenever we have 
a formal meeting, 
virtual or 
otherwise. It is 
important to at 
least identify the 
venue for the 
Rondy which 
would 
theoretically occur 
next Spring.

There are lots of 
other things that we 
need to address as 
well with the 
overall goal to 
eventually get the 
club back to its 
former self. With 

the outstanding and very capable 
members we have, there is no doubt that 
we can accomplish this sooner rather 
than later. If you have any strong 
thoughts on how we can and should get 
this done, please let us know.

I hope to see everybody on a trail 
soon! ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby

“The Boys in the Boat”
Book review by Sue Jaussaud

The Boys in the Boat is the incredible 
- but true - story of nine 
young men who rowed for 
the University of 
Washington in the heart of 
the 1930’s depression and, 
against all odds, wound up 
competing in Hitler’s 
Berlin Olympics in 1936. 
Author Daniel James 
Brown captured my 
interest in the book’s 
Prologue where he 
explained how he came to 
know Joe Rantz, one of 
those nine rowers. 
Brown’s writing is so clear and eloquent 

and puts the reader in the room as he 
first meets Joe. Black and 
white photos throughout 
the book add ghostly 
images while the story 
unfolds. As we are all 
dealing with so much 
stress and isolation today, 
the book delivers one big 
emotion that we haven’t 
felt lately: pride, pride in 
these young men and their 
incredible determination 
and accomplishment, and 
pride in the nation that 
they represented. I highly 

recommend “The Boys in the Boat.”



Here are the Lost: Where Am I  
winners for August: David Hess,  
Allan Wicker, Pete & Janet Austin, 
Leonard Friedman, Albert Schioppi, 
Danny Siler, Malcolm Roode, Randy 
(One-T) Mathews and Nelson Miller. 
The August location was the Afton 
Canyon railroad bridge.

Natural History
Afton Canyon was carved by water 

draining from ancient Lake Manix, very 
likely through a crack caused by a strong 
earthquake along the Manix Fault about 
15,000 years ago. Water eroded the 
colorful soils and rocks eventually 
carving the canyon as you see it today. 
The process continues slowly as the 
Mojave River flows gently through the 
canyon floor, hence the nickname 
‘Grand Canyon of the Mojave’.

Human History
Humans left unwritten evidence in 

the form of stone tools and pottery 
estimated to be at least 8,000 years old. 
Written history begins with missionaries, 
traders, and explorers in the late 1700’s 

progressing with military scouts in the 
late 1860’s and railroad building around 
the turn of the century.

Early western explorers passing 
through this area included Jedediah 
Smith, Kit Carson and John Charles 
Fremont. The route following this road, 
known as the Mojave Road, is a rugged 
4-wheel-drive scenic tour running from 
Fort Mojave on the Colorado River near 
Needles to Camp Cady near Harvard 
Road east of Barstow.

Activities
Afton Canyon is one of few 

places where the Mojave River 
flows above ground making 
Afton an ideal location for bird 
and wildlife viewing. The area is 
ideal for hiking, hunting, 
camping, nature study, rock 
hounding, horseback riding, and 
vehicle touring. Check local 
weather forecasts before visiting 
the area. Thunderstorms can 
result in flash floods in canyons 
and washes. Digital Desert

You have probably already guessed 
that Bob is lost again. Send your guess 
for this month’s puzzle to Bob at 
bopeltzman@gmail.com with the 
word “lost” in the subject. He will 
publish the names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates. ~ Bob P
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Lost: Where Am I?

August Lost? Afton Canyon Railroad Bridge
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Due to our current 
quarantine status, it’s 

safe to say that our  
entire trip schedule is

 • POSTPONED •
Once all the mayhem  

is behind us, we’ll 
reschedule everything 
and get back on track. 
For now, use this space 

for armchair 
adventuring.

Ocotillo to Borrego
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

 • POSTPONED •

DE River Days
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 

probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona.”

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and round.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com



Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy 14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side 
trip up to Red Rock Canyon.

If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Nelson Miller

Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Trek the backroads in the Eastern 
Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Photo courtesy of Dave Burdick

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Marian Johns Lytle Creek KN6KBN
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form

13 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 292 SepteMbeR 2020

Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
ismojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Viejo 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
 

bopeltzm
an@

aol.com
 

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Allan Schoenherr 
The Good Allan 

414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 
Laguna Beach 

CA 92651 
949-351-5450 

 
aschoenherr@

fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
2532 N 4th St., #445 

Flagstaff 
AZ 86004 

928-853-8146 
928-853-8146  

m
isterbillsm

ith@
gm

ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List




