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San Andreas 
Fault Tour

By Bob Jacoby 
Photos by Bill Neill

It has been about nine years since we 
did the last DE San Andreas Fault trip 
and everyone was anticipating a fun two 
day weekend as we attempted to follow 
the fault from its beginning in Brawley 
to our Sunday stopping point at 
Whitewater. We were very fortunate this 
time to have DE resident geologist, Bill 
Neill, with us. This made a huge 
difference in that with Bill’s expertise 
we actually 
were able to 
understand 
some of the 
interesting 
sights along  
the way. 

At one time 
or another we 
had a total of 
nine cars and 
fifteen people 
on this fun and 
educational trip. Attendees, other than 
myself included Michael Vermette, Chris 
Parker, Norma and Danny Siler, Bill and 
Julie Smith, Steven Faulstich, Marian 
Johns, David and Lois Hess, Paul 
Rourman (“Panamint Paul”), Jerry and 
Dolly Dupree, Frederick Raab and 
Denise Toland.

The group met on Saturday morning 
at the gazebo at the park in downtown 
Brawley. After we discussed the 
administrative trivia, we got down to 
business as Bill Neill talked about what 
we were about to see. Bill informed us 
that we were in the Salton Trough that is 
the transition between the south end of 
the San Andreas Fault to the north and 
the Imperial Fault to the south. Bill 
explained to us that we were going to be 
heading north and gradually descending 
toward the Salton Sea. 

Our first stop was about a half an hour 
away at an extensive geothermal area, 
including a large plant, near several 
buttes. This excursion required our initial 
use of four wheel drive as we negotiated 
the steep ascent to the top of Salton Butte. 
(Yes, even Mr. Bill’s new Rubicon made 
it to the top!) Fortunately, it was a clear 
day and from the top we could see 

expansive views of the Salton Sea. 
Our next stop was the excellent 

Sonny Bono National Wildlife Refuge 
which is right on the eastern shore of the 
Salton Sea. The visitor center has some 
excellent interpretation and it was also 
the beginning of an excellent two mile 
round trip hike which was outstanding. 

Thousand Palms Oasis

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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From the Refuge we 
continued on some easy, but fun, 
dirt roads towards the attraction 
that everyone was waiting for – 
the amazing mud pots. There 
were a number of these mud 
volcanoes some of which were 
several feet high. They made 
bizarre gurgling sounds and were 
really pretty amazing to 
encounter. They are located on 
some semi obscure dirt roads 
which somewhat prevents large 
crowds from visiting them. 

After negotiating some more 
dirt roads along the Salton Sea 
we eventually hit pavement on 
Highway 111 and before we 
knew it we were at the Salton Sea 
State Recreational Area. This 
proved to be a good lunch stop 
with lots of space and a pretty 
good visitor center. For anyone 
visiting the Salton Sea this is a 
must stop.

After lunch we headed back 
out on 111 heading north. Bill 
Neill pointed out to us that for a 
few miles this highway is more 
or less over the fault. 

After a few miles we turned 
right and headed eastbound on 
roads through the orchard country.  
We were heading into the Mecca Hills  
as we followed the fault and searched for 
the dirt road that would take us into 
Painted Canyon. Painted Canyon is a 
narrow stream cut gorge in the Mecca 
Hills. As we entered the canyon 
we crossed the San Andreas Fault 
and entered the Painted Canyon 
Fault Zone. The road dead ends at 
the canyon wall so we parked our 
vehicles and did a little hiking 
and climbing. Some folks even 
choose to climb the ladders which 
are available. The beauty of this 
place is remarkable and it is 
amazing that this isn’t at least a state 
park, if not a national monument. 

For many, Painted Canyon was the 
highpoint of our first day of travel.  

By the time we left it was getting late 
and we caravaned further north to Indio 
and our overnight stop. That evening 
most of us met in Indio for a superb 
Mexican dinner. Thanks go to Jerry and 
Dolly for finding this place. Everyone on 
the trip seemed to really enjoy it. 

On Sunday we reconvened in Indio 
on Dillion Road just north of I-10. At 
that time we were joined by Fredric 
Raab and his friend Denise. Even though 

there was a threat of rain later  
in the day, we ended up having  
a most interesting time. Our first 
stop was the Coachella Valley 
Nature Reserve. This is one of 
the largest oases along the fault. 
These oases are caused by the 
fault where it dams the under-
ground water and brings it to the 
surface. We spent about an hour 
exploring this special place and 
really enjoyed being able to hike 
right on the fault.

From the oasis we continued 
heading westward and encoun-
tered several different branches 
of the San Andreas Fault. Very 
visible was a line of scarps and 
pressure ridges stretching off the 
north side of the hills. Many 
thanks to Bill Neill for pointing 
this out to us. The amazing thing 
was that there were a number of 
houses on these ridges. You have 
to wonder if the homeowners 
know their property is right on 
the Fault!

We eventually arrived at Route 
62 to follow it for a mile or so 
where we turned off onto a 
network of dirt roads through the 
windmills in the area. It was truly 

amazing how large they are. As we 
continued west on the dirt road we soon 
came to an abrupt stop as we found 
ourselves looking at a spectacular view 
of Whitewater Canyon. That was quite 
an escarpment!

We were forced to head south 
along the escarpment until we 
found the very steep dirt road 
heading down toward I-10 and 
Whitewater Canyon Road. The 
plan was then to take the short 
drive up Whitewater Canyon and 
conclude the trip with lunch 
there. Unfortunately, the place 
was packed so we all said our 

goodbyes and everyone headed for home 
after enjoying a fun and educational 
weekend. ~ Bob
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Obsidian Butte at south end of Salton Sea

Mud volcanoes with geothermal power plant in the distance



Different Continents
By Jerry Dupree

I like wildlife photography and 
wandering close to nature and the 
birds, reptiles, and mammals as 
well as the natural formations, 
plants, and flowers. I do predator 
calling, leave bait stations, and 
my next method is to fly my 
drone and locate undiscovered 
places and wildlife for 
photography from above.

I like my subjects to be as 
close as possible but I like to have 
the entire animal shown in the 
frame, however they don’t seem to pose 
in well lighted areas, so it’s very hit or 
miss. I compare it to fishing. Some days 
you don’t get anything, some days might 
result in a few ground squirrels and 
rabbits, but other days I 
get lucky enough to get 
a picture of a mountain 
lion, big horn sheep, 
bobcat, hawk, or an 
owl. I try to guess 
where to set up game 
cameras by checking 
foot prints and other 
signs of animal life. 
Most people look out at 
the desert and see a lot 

of bushes and nothing else. Most animal 
residents living in the desert are 
nocturnal and only come out at night. 
Most people would be amazed at the 
after hours activity.

I am usually out once a week setting 
up game cameras with motion detectors. 
I put out two cameras, one set for stills 
and the other set for video. They have 
night vision to capture anything that 

walks in front of them after dark. It’s my 
kind of fun and why I like living in the 
desert.

This series of photos shows the 
location on the Mission Creek 

earthquake fault west of Desert 
Hot Springs. It is plainly visible 
as the ridge above the Mission 
Creek river bed. The actual fault 
line is at the base of the small 
hill. In this case I set the cameras 
on the slope of the uplifted rock 
and dirt about four feet above the 
ground in front of it. I placed dry 
dog food as bait to attract hungry 
predators. The “visitors” arrived 
and were present the following 
morning expecting to find some 

tasty dog food. They happened to be 
right in line with the cameras, one 
particularly.

It didn’t occur to me at the time that 
the coyote and the cameras were on 

separate geological 
plates. The coyote 
was located on the 
North American 
continent and the 
cameras were placed 
in a shady spot on 
the slope which is on 
the Pacific Plate. The 
plate is floating and 
drifting along the 
North American 

plate and they are moving in opposite 
directions at the rate of about two inches 
per year. At that rate the quake fracture 
has moved about eight feet since we 
moved to the desert. We get periodic 
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Mission Creek fault west of Desert Hot Springs

Base to top of fissure

Fault line fracture is at the bottom of the slope

Mission Creek channel. Fault line is to the left

Fault is at the center. Camera position is on the side of the hill,  
coyote is not to the rusty beer can.
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reminders of the movement manifested 
by earthquakes. We have experienced 
two quakes of 5.0 to 6.0 in that time 
period. We are prepared as well as we 
can be for when “The Big One” strikes. 
We can actually hear them before they 
hit which sounds like incoming artillery. 
One time my wife and I were sitting at 
the kitchen table when we both heard a 
large quake and we looked at each other 
and said, “earthquake.” The worst 
damage we have experienced was when 
a clay pot fell off a shelf and smashed 

our FAX machine.
I like to look at this picture and tell 

people that the camera and the coyote 
were on opposite sides of the fault.

 ~ Jerry

You can find more on plate movement 
at these links:

https://search.aol.com/aol/image;_
ylt=A0geKLkhi1VebacA6xJpCWVH;_
ylu=X3oDMTByMDgyYjJiBGNvbG8D

https://www.desertusa.com/desert-
california/niland-geyser.html

Ballad Of The 
Desert Explorer

If you like sand
If you like sun

Desert Explorers  
are the ones
Cactus, ants

All kinds of plants
Homesteads, mines
We like good times
~Dave McFarland

From Marian Johns
OH, BARREN LAND

Here a soul may grow in stature, reaching to the very stars,
And a heart forget the prison of convention’s rigid bars.

These are things that make me love it, God forsaken though it be.
Oh, barren land, in your domain a man is free - is free.

---Claude C. Walton, Evanston, Wyoming

Here’s another - by Everett Ruess  
(who disappeared while hiking around a remote part of Utah)

Say that I am starved, that I was lost and weary;
That I was burned and blinded by the desert sun;
Footsore, thirsty and sick with strange diseases;

Lonely and wet and cold - but that I kept my dream

 “DESERT SONG” 
from the 1926 Broadway Musical of the same name

Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II & Otto Harbach
My desert is waiting;

Dear, come there with me.
I’m longing to teach you

Love’s sweet melody.
I’ll sing a dream-song to you,

Painting a picture for two:
Blue heaven and you and I,

And sand kissing a moonlit sky.
A desert breeze whisp’ring a lullaby,

Only stars above you
To see I love you.

A Little Desert Poetry

Mojave River Valley Museum Director  
and wearer of many MRVM hats, Pat 

Schoffstall, sent this poetry submission  
on page 6. It isn’t from Elmo’s book,  

it’s a copy of a two-sided handout  
he had printed in 1927.

B

https://search.aol.com/aol/image;_
https://www.desertusa.com/desert-california/niland-geyser.html
https://www.desertusa.com/desert-california/niland-geyser.html
https://www.desertusa.com/desert-california/niland-geyser.html
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by Bob Jaussaud 
Bob Jacoby deserves our special 

thanks for arranging a tour of the Ridge 
Route for the Desert Explorers on 
Saturday, May 9. The Ridge Route is a 
very historic California road 
and has been closed by the 
Forest Service since 2005. 
Through the efforts of Harrison 
Scott, Michael Ballard and 
several others, the Ridge Route 
Preservation Organization now 
has keys to the Forest Service 
gates and access to the road. 
They are currently 
leading a few tours and 
organizing work parties 
to repair sections of the 
route.

Sue and I are 
looking forward to 
seeing the old road 
again. Sue’s 
grandparents traveled 
the Ridge Route nearly 
every summer when 
her mother was a 
teenager. They were 
motoring to Yosemite from Pasadena. 
Sue and I were lucky to explore the 
route with her mother in the 1980’s 
and again with Harrison Scott in 
2004. It is truly a beautiful trip back 
to an exciting time in our history. 
Huell Howser did a “Road Trip” on 
the Ridge Route in 2003 and it is 
available to see on the internet 
through the Chapman University 
Library at https://blogs.chapman.
edu/huell-howser-
archives/2003/09/25/ridge-route-
road-trip-122/

In the late 19th century, there was 
serious talk in Sacramento of splitting 
California into 2 states. Lack of access 
across the Tehachapi Mountains south of 
Bakersfield effectively divided 
California. The construction of the Ridge 
Route in 1914-1915 solved this dilemma. 

The route followed the northwest crest of 
the San Gabriel Mountains and 
eventually accessed Bakersfield via 
Grapevine Pass through the Tehachapis. 

Interstate 5 is today’s modern 
version of the Ridge Route, 
though the old Ridge Route 
still exists on the crest of the 

mountains high above.

The original Ridge Route was 
constructed using picks, shovels and 
mule drawn Fresno scrapers. It was the 
first highway crossing of a major 
mountain range constructed by the 
California State Department of 
Highways. According to the San 
Francisco Chronicle, the new route was 

“one of the most remarkable engineering 
feats accomplished by the State 
Highway Commission.” The Ridge 
Route was aptly named, as it followed 

the ridge of the mountains. 
It did this primarily to avoid 
drainage problems and, 
thankfully, it worked. Now, 
one hundred plus years 
later, the road is still in 
relatively good condition. 
Following the ridge was not 
necessarily easy, though. It 

resulted in 697 curves 
in 36 miles, almost a 
continuous set of 
reversing turns.

In 1915 the speed 
limit was 15 mph. 
Along the way one 
could take a break at 
the Ridge Road 
Garage, Kelly’s Half 

Way Inn, The Tumble Inn, or Reservoir 
Summit. And then there was Sandberg’s 
Summit Hotel where excellent, 
guaranteed-fresh steaks were served. 
Slot machines could also be found at 

Sandburg’s and, in “The Crib” out 
back, feminine companionship was 
available. How traveling has 
changed! It’s hard to find good 
steaks these days.

The Ridge Route was the main 
link between Northern and Southern 
California until it was finally 
replaced by Highway 99 in 1933. 
Highway 99 was submerged under 
the waters of Castic Lake and 
Pyramid Lake shortly after Interstate 

5 was opened around 1968. The original 
Ridge Route was put on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1997. 
Harrison Scott has written a 
comprehensive book titled “Ridge 
Route: The Road That United 
California” It is a really good read if you 
can find it. ~ Joso

The Ridge Route

https://blogs.chapman
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Amazingly enough, the 2020 Desert 
Explorers Pahrump Rondy is only about a 
month away. There will be a lot going on 
as we meet in Pahrump, Nevada on April 
3 through April 5. A considerable amount 
of planning has been devoted to this event 
and it should be a fun and interesting 
weekend. 

The festivities will include off 
road trips, museum tours, a great 
dinner on Saturday night and other 
activities also making it an 
outstanding three days. Here are 
some of the things that are 
planned:

Inbound Trips We are very 
fortunate to have two inbound 
trips on Friday, April 3. First of all, 
Nelson Miller will be leading a 
trip on the route of the Old 
Spanish Trail. This will require 
high clearance and four wheel 
drive, and should be a lot of fun. 
Also, Bill Neill will lead a talk at 
the Shoshone Museum followed 
by a geology tour to the Wine 
Ridge RV Resort in Pahrump. That 
will be our headquarters for the 
weekend.

Saturday Trips There will be a 
healthy amount of action on 
Saturday, April 4. There are no 
less than three possible tours to 
choose from. Glenn Shaw will be 
leading a trip to the Spring 
Mountains. This is Glenn’s home 
territory and this trip will include 
roads that most of us have never 
seen. Also, Bill Neill will be 
leading a tour of Titus Canyon in 
Death Valley that will emphasize 
Geology. If you have never done 
Titus Canyon, this is a unique 

opportunity to do so. Finally, Mignon 
Slentz will lead a group to Ash Meadows. 
Ash Meadows is another unique place 
that everyone should visit.

Saturday Evening After a day of fun 
trips, Happy Hour will begin at the Elks 
Club Bar. (All beverages should be 
purchased at the bar.) The Happy Hour 
will be followed by dinner at the Elks 
Club and with our guest speaker who will 
talk about the interesting history of the 
Pahrump Valley. That will complete an 
action packed day!

Outbound Trips We know that people 
like to head for home at a reasonable time 
on Rondy Sundays and one of the ways to 

do that is to join Nelson Miller on a 
southbound trip which will be largely on 
parts of the Old Spanish Trail. Also, yours 
truly will be leading a tour of the 
Pahrump Museum. I was shocked when I 
visited this museum. It is very large with 
lots of interesting stuff. We will be 
meeting there at 10:00 a.m. Also, don’t 
forget about the possibility of winery 
tours and, possibly wine tasting. These 
tours are available starting at 11:30.

All in all, there should be a lot to do 
and we should have a lot fun doing it! 
Remember to send in your Rondy 
Registration Form ASAP. See you in 
Pahrump! ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby
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Ocotillo to Borrego
• Updated •

March 20-22, 2020
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

April 3-5, 2020
Pahrump, Nevada

Rondy Inbound 
Exploration of the 

Armijo Route of the Old 
Spanish Trail
Friday, April 3, 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Meet at 11:00 a.m. at the Terrible 

Herbst Chevron Station on the west side 
of the I-15 in Jean, NV. We will gather 
in the back southwest corner.

We will proceed to Good Springs, 
over Wilson Pass and westerly to Black 
Butte and then to Calvada Springs, 
exploring some mine works and 
exploring the possible route of Antonio 
Armijo, the Mexican trader who 
established the Old Spanish Trail from 
Santa Fe, NM to the San Gabriel Mission 
in the Los Angeles, CA area. We should 
be in Pahrump for Happy Hour.

Please email NEMiller47@yahoo.
com if you think you are coming so I 
have an idea of how many vehicles, but 
this is not mandatory.

Geology Trip from  
Shoshone to Pahrump 

Rondy Inbound
Friday, April 3, 2020

Leader: Bill Neill
Bill will present a program on 

geology of the Amargosa region 
designed for presentations to Audubon 
Society / Sierra Club / CA Native Plant 
Society. The inbound trip will consist of  
this presentation at Shoshone Museum, 
followed by a stop at the colorful 
volcanic roadcut exposure east of 
Shoshone along the highway to 
Pahrump.

Meet in front of Shoshone Museum 
between 1:30 and 1:50 for a 2 p.m. 
slideshow on “Geology of the Amargosa 
Region” between Death Valley and Las 
Vegas. Then we will caravan about 25 
miles on Highway 178 to Pahrump, 
stopping at one road cut through volcanic 
rock to view a black obsidian layer and 
mini-geodes. We should arrive at 
Pahrump by 4 p.m.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

• Important Rondy Travel Notice •
If you’re going to the 2020 Desert Explorers Rendezvous,  

you should know that this is also the weekend for the annual  
Baker-to-Vegas Law Enforcement Relay Race.

This means that on Saturday, April 4th, Highway 127 from Baker to 
Shoshone will be mired in runners and support vehicles from before dawn 

throughout the day. If you are heading to Pahrump on Saturday,  
it would be a good idea to pick an alternate route.

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com


Geology of Titus Canyon 
into Death Valley 
 Rondy Day Trip
Saturday, April 4th, 2020

Leader: Bill Neill
From Pahrump, we will caravan 

northwest about 50 miles on highways 
to Beatty, then 26 miles on a one-way 
route down Titus Canyon into Death 
Valley. In Titus Canyon we’ll view 
dramatic geology with help from a 
geology guidebook, and tour the 
Leadfield ghost town. Upon reaching 
pavement at Scotty’s Castle Road, we 
will disperse in the afternoon for our 
return drive through Furnace Creek 
back to Pahrump.

Rondy Outbound 
Further Exploration of 

the Antonio Armijo 
Route of the Old  

Spanish Trail
Sunday, April 5, 2020 
Leader: Nelson Miller

We will depart from the Rondy at 
8:30 a.m. to further explore the possible 
route of Antonio Armijo, the Mexican 
trader who established the Old Spanish 
Trail from Santa Fe, NM to the San 
Gabriel Mission in the Los Angeles, CA 
area. We will proceed from Stump 
Spring and then westward toward 
Emigrant Pass and on to Tecopa, the 
Western Talc Mine, down Sperry Wash 
partially along the route of the T&T 
Railroad to Dumont Dunes and end at 
Salt Springs.

Please email NEMiller47@yahoo.
com if you think you are coming so I 
have an idea of how many vehicles, but 
this is not mandatory.

DE River Days
Wednesday, April 15th  

to Friday, April 17th, 2020
Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud

Weather and water level permitting, 
we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 

river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
April 25, 2020

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 
probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona”.

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
May 9, 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
May 2-3 2020

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and 
round.

Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy.14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side Get out there!
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trip up to Red Rock Canyon.
If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 

aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
May 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 

Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
June 7-12, 2020

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 

Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

June 23-26, 2020
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
July 20-23, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern 

Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
October 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert

Gold 
Country!
AnaMarie (Romero) Albert 

is planning to lead a trip in 
the California Gold 

Country this summer.

Since the majority of Desert 
Explorers will be coming 

from southern California, the 
trip will be five days, one on 
each end for travel and three 

in the middle for local 
exploration. AnaMarie would 

like your thoughts on what 
highlights of the area you 

would like to visit so she can 
start sorting out the details. 

If you think you would like 
to join her, email your 

questions and suggestions to 
anamariealbert@gmail.com

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY

We have several new and 
returning faces among us!  

Hope to see you out  
in the desert soon!

Kevin Carlin
San Diego, CA

Ed & Tracy Jack
Thousand Oaks, CA

Cheri & Steve Reyes
Twentynine Palms, CA

Ken Searer
Cerritos, CA

mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
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2020 Desert Explorers Rendezvous
New, Improved Updated Registration Form

Wine Ridge RV Resort & Cottages 3800 Winery Rd • Pahrump, Nevada
April 3-5, 2020 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

All Names in Party

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

Fees The following fees will be charged: Amount Number Total

❏ Registration Fee (per vehicle) $10 x ____ = $_____________

❏ Saturday Night Dinner (per person) $17 x ____ = $_____________

  Overall Total $_____________ 

• The Saturday Night Dinner will be ribs, chicken or vegetarian entrees. The side dishes will include
a green and fruit salad, scalloped potatoes, beans, mac & cheese, mixed vegetables, roll and desert. 
Please note that we cannot bring any drinks, alcohol or otherwise, to the Elk’s Club, but they will have a 
bar for purchase of any kind of drink. Choose   ___Ribs   ___Chicken   ___Vegetarian empanadas

• Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to Bill 
Smith, 2532 N 4th St # 445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004. We must receive registration materials no later 
than March 24th, 2020. There will be no refunds.

• Don’t forget a dish to share for the Friday potluck at 6:00. For any other questions about the Rondy 
contact Bob Jacoby (Jacoby.r@att.net) or Gerry Dupree (gwdupree@aol.com).

Current Schedule of Rondy Activities 2020 • Pahrump, Nevada 

Friday April 3 Morning  Inbound Trip to Pahrump Area led by Nelson Miller

1:30  Geology Trip From Shoshone to Pahrump led by Bill Neill. 
(Shoshone Museum)

5:00   Happy Hour (Wine Ridge RV Resort, 3800 Winery Rd., Pahrump, NV)

6:00   Potluck Dinner (Wine Ridge RV Resort) Alcohol & beverages are OK.

Please note there will be no silent auction this year.

Saturday April 4 Morning Trip into the Wheeler Pass Area – Glenn Shaw

Morning Geology of Titus Canyon Into Death Valley – Bill Neill

Morning Tour of Ash Meadows – Mignon Slenz

5:00  Saturday Happy Hour Begins 
(Elks Club Bar – All beverages need to be purchased at bar) 

6:00  Dinner (Elks Club)

7:00 Presentation by Guest Speaker on the History of Pahrump (Elks Club)

Sunday April 5 Morning  Docent Tour of Pahrump Museum led by Bob Jacoby (Pahrump Museum)

10:00  Outbound Tour (Old Spanish Trail?)

12:00  Tour of Winery and Wine Tasting (11:30, 1:30, 3:30) Please note that the 
Sunday wine tours are $5 per person.

UP
DA

TE
D 

 IN
FO
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Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al the kiddies' pal 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue's Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer ™Moneybagsº 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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