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Pandemic 
Break

By Bob Jaussaud
Recently a small group of Desert 

Explorers 
decided to take 
a pandemic 
break. We 
observed the 
Covid-19 
guidelines and 
kept our 
participant 
number low. 
We headed into 
Gold Butte 
National 
Monument and 
worked our 
way south to 
what remains of the Lakeside Mine:  
four cabins, an outhouse and some 
rusting mining equipment. This copper 
mine worked from about 1937 until the 
last ore shipment sometime in the 
mid-1950s. It’s at the end of a rough road 
with spectacular views of Lake Mead. 

We camped our first night at what 
remains of the town, Gold Butte. Gold 
was discovered in Gold Butte in 1905 
and a tent city quickly sprang up. 
Supplies were hauled by wagon from  
St. Thomas on the Virgin River. At its 
peak, Gold Butte had about 2,000 
residents, a post office, a store, a saloon 

and a brothel, but by 1910 the boom was 
over and the town almost disappeared.
Only a miner (Art Coleman) and a 
cowboy (Bill Garrett) remained. They 
stayed for 40 years and their graves are 
still there along with a few remnants 
from the past. 

The next morning we headed down 
Grand Wash. Off the road to our left we 
saw the sad ruins of Seven Springs 
Ranch. It was evidently occupied until 

2019 and has 
been the site 
of recent BLM 
burro 
roundups. 

Our lunch 
stop was at 
Tassi Ranch. It 
was and still is 
an oasis in the 
desert. Ed 
Yates built his 
home there in 
the 1930s and 
stayed until 
1947. What 

remains of his ranch house still reflects 
his artistry and love. On the hillside 
above we found a flowing stream. What a 
beautiful spot! Even so, it was hard to 
imagine living there in solitude for over 
18 years. 

From Tassi Ranch we worked our way 
to the top of the plateau via the Nutter 
Twist Road. This shelf road was a 
challenge, even for our well equipped 
vehicles, but we managed to make it.
Then we inched our way through a cattle 
roundup in Hidden Valley and ended our 
day camped high amid the pines and 
unexpected frost that night. 

Sue in the poppies near Neenach

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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The morning sun was very welcome 
as we broke camp and headed for Mt. 
Dellenbaugh. Our goal was to hike to the 
peak and find the inscription left by 
William Dunn, one of the three men who 
left the Powell Expedition to climb out of 
the Grand Canyon and disappear. We 
made it to the top, but became separated. 
Attempting to regroup, most everyone 
missed seeing Dunn’s inscription. The 
view from the peak is well worth the 
climb, though. 

For our last night we descended 
through Coyote Canyon to camp lower 
and warmer at the Grand Gulch Mine in 
the Parashant National Monument. NPS 
claimed on their interpretive sign that 
this mine had the “richest copper ore 
ever produced in the Arizona Territory.” 
Even so, it was not very profitable 
because of transportation costs. Ore was 
hauled by horse and wagon to Salt Lake 
City during World War I but the mine 
was shut down at the end of the war. It 
was reopened to supply copper for World 

War II and they used heavy gasoline 
powered Euclid trucks to haul the ore 
out. Mining continued until 1955 when 
the main buildings burned down. 

On this adventure there were some 
challenging roads and scary situations 
but we prevailed without incident and 
were rewarded with delicious camp 
meals thanks to Ron, Mignon and Sue. 

~ Bob

Euclid Trucks by Glenn Shaw Grand Gulch Mine by Miognon Slentz

Grand Gulch Mine Bunkhouse

Grand Gulch Mine Powder Bunker by Mignon Slentz Grand Gulch Mine Lakeside Mine

Mainstreet Schoolhouse near Diamond Butte by Glenn Shaw

Tassi Ranch
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Suffering from Cabin Fever,  
on Mother’s Day, Rebecca, Hannah  
and I went in search of wildflowers.  
We saw a few off Gorman Post Road,  
but there was no sign of them in the 

Antelope Valley as the peak was a couple 
weeks earlier. However, we could see 
some color high on the surrounding 

mountains. So, we ventured to Sandberg 
on the Old Ridge Route, had the place  

all to ourselves (important in the  
age of Covid), and found the last of  

this season’s poppies.

Leonard Friedman
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She arrived in a blinding light 
and then remained hidden until she 
was discovered by three 
prospectors. If you meet her she 
will be the oldest woman you ever 
meet. She is the Old Woman 
Meteorite, the second largest 
meteorite found in the United States 
and after several moves she now 
resides at the Discovery Center of 
the Bureau of Land Management in 
Barstow, California.

 It was late in 1975 when the 
meteorite was found in the Old 
Woman Mountains of San 
Bernardino County. She weighs 
6,070 pounds and measures 38 
inches long, 30 inches wide and 34 
inches high. She is mostly 
composed of iron, about 6% nickel 
and small amounts of cobalt, 
phosphorus, chromium and sulphur. 

The Old Woman is not stunning 
like a shiny precious stone, however 
she piques the imagination and begs 
the question: where did she come 
from and what is her age? Scientists 
say she came from the Asteroid Belt 
located in an elliptical orbit around 
the Sun between Mars and Jupiter. 
She was born as a fragment from a 
collision of asteroids. She refuses to 
tell her age.

When a meteoroid tumbling 
through space enters the Earth’s 
atmosphere, it becomes a meteor as 
it heats to incandescence due to 
friction caused by the pull of 
gravity. If it reaches the ground 
before it vaporizes, it becomes a 
meteorite. That is what happened to the 
Old Woman.

Moving the Old Woman was a 
problem, one that was solved by the 
Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 363. 
She was later trucked to the Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington D.C. and in 1980 
the Smithsonian returned her to the 

California desert where she remains on 
display.

Two full-size Old Woman replicas are 
displayed at other museums in Southern 
California, but Barstow’s meteorite is 
the original. 

Located at 831 Barstow Road in 
Barstow, the Discovery Center is open 
Tuesday through Saturday from 11 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. Admission is free. The Center 
also features hands on exhibits for 
children, a native plant and animal 
habitat, a secret garden and a pond. 
There is also a gift shop, art work and 
docents on hand to lead tours and answer 
questions. For more information, call 
(760) 252-6000. ~ Claudia

The Old Woman Arrives
by Claudia Heller



5 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 289 june 2020

Like everybody else I have had a lot 
of extra time lately so I thought I would 
take advantage of it and do some 
research on one of my favorite topics. 
That topic is in general the history of 
roadways both dirt and paved or 
anything in between. My specific focus 
this time was to learn more about the 
National Old Trails Road (NOTR) and 
its history.

We probably have all been on the 
NOTR without even realizing it as it was 
essentially in the West the forerunner to 
Route 66. The trail was established in 
1912 when became part of the National 
Auto Trail system. It was also known as 
the Ocean to Ocean Highway spanning 
3,096 miles as it extended from 
Baltimore to Los Angeles. (For a short 
time, New York City may have been the 
eastern terminus of the NOTR.) Much of 
the route followed the old National Road 
and portions of the Santa Fe Trail as well 
as the Beale Wagon Road. Indeed, that is 
really how it got its name as it connected 
a lot of previous existing roads and trails. 

The impetus for the NOTR 
surprisingly did not come immediately 

from old states in the East but instead 
the idea was hatched in Missouri 
chapters of the Good Roads Movement 
and from the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR). One person in 
Kansas City who had a special interest in 
establishing this trail was none other 
than Harry Truman. In 1926 Truman in 
fact was named President of the NOTR 
and remained associated with the group 
for several years. Truman drove the trail 
from coast to coast at least once and in 
doing so met with local members in each 
state to discuss possible improvements 
and changes. 

One of the key contributions that 
Truman made was 
his work with the 
Daughters of the 
American 
Revolution to place 
Madonna of the 
Trail statues in the 
12 states along the 
route. The statues 
are dedicated to the 
pioneer mothers 
who made the trip 
west in covered 
wagons. Each 
statue is 18 feet 
high and portrays a 
10 foot high 
pioneer mother 
mounted on a base. 
The closest one to 
most of us is on 
Foothill Blvd. in 
Claremont. That of course is on the 
former route of the NOTR and route 66. 

For the life of the NOTR the route 
always was subject to much discussion 
and sometimes change. The objective of 
all of these changes was mainly to 
improve the route. However, some local 

politics was always a factor also. There 
was often competition between different 
towns and interests to have the route go 
through their town. 

Only about 800 miles were paved in 
1926. Most of the route across the 
California desert was widened and paved 
by the late 20’s. Some of this original 
blacktop was later used as Route 66 and 
can still be found to this day. 

The demise of the NOTR started in 
1926 when the nation’s numbered route 
system was established. At that time the 
section west of Las Vegas, New Mexico 
to Los Angeles was certified as U.S. 
Route 66. It lasted until 1985 when 

Route 66 was 
decommissioned. 
There are still 
segments in the 
Daggett and Essex 
area that bear the 
name National Old 
Trails Road. 
Portions of these 
sections follow the 
original route of the 
NOTR. Another 
example is the 
section of road 
between Barstow 
and Victorville 
along the Mojave 
River. This is 
almost the exact 
route of the NOTR.

The NOTR is 
fascinating to study 

and really is an important and historical 
part of the Mojave Desert. It may be 
possible at some point to have a DE trip 
over some portions of the road. I think 
that would be loads of fun because of the 
history and roadside attractions we 
would encounter. ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

Albuquerque Madonna Photo: W. G. Finley

mailto:mrvmuseum@gmail.com


Re-establishing the  
East Mojave Heritage Trail

By John Marnell
The East Mojave Heritage Trail in 

four segments was created by Dennis G. 
Casebier in the late 1980s and into the 
early ‘90s. Each part of about 160 miles 
was featured in a guide book that 
contained historic, flora, and geologic 
information along with a detailed road 

log and mileages. With the implementa-
tion of the 1994 Desert Protection Act 
the trail was cut in 13 places by newly 
created wildernesses thus making the 
guide books useless as strictly naviga-
tional instructions. 
The experienced 
navigator, with 
good research, 
could still make 
use of many 
portions of the 
EMHT as Nelson 
Miller and others 
have shown. 
Today, however, a 
new and compre-
hensive set of trail 
route guidelines 
are being created to once again make 
most of the original aspects of the 

EMHT readily available with detailed 
instructions, maps, and a GPS track 
dedicated to keeping the user on a legal 
route utilizing wilderness bypasses. 

Mr. Billy Creech, from Riverside, 
became interested in the EMHT a couple 
of years ago and has spent countless 

hours researching wilderness maps and 
communicating with many knowledge-
able people to keep this project moving 
forward. Some months ago, Billy 
maneuvered around the East Mojave on 
the newly modified EMHT to assess its 
viability and equally importantly to 
determine if the roads and trails used 
previously were passable for the average 
four-wheeler. He found a few sections 
certainly more challenging than antici-
pated, with many parts showing little 

evidence of being 
driven on in years. 
He also, infre-
quently, came 
upon some of the 
original rock 
cairns used to 
mark turns that 
are still in place 
these 30 years 
later - all in all it 
was a great 
remote desert 
off-highway 

experience. Billy wrote up his “adven-
ture” a few months back and you can 

find it here: https://expeditionportal.com/
the-east-mojave-heritage-trail/

Today, May 28th, work is continuing 
as refinements continue to both the maps 
and routing detail. It is anticipated that 
the first two segments “Needles to 
Ivanpah” and “Ivanpah to Rocky Ridge” 

will be completed before the 
end of June. Those of you that 
are fortunate to own a set of 
the four guide books will be 
able to coordinate the bypass, 
alternate routes, and maps 
with your individual books. 
Those who do not have the 
books, they will soon be 
available on the Mojave 
Desert Heritage & Cultural 

Association website under “store.” 
MDHCA.org. Additionally, the Mojave 
River Valley Museum has the books and 
you can call them to place an order (760) 
256-5452. Use of the appropriate EMHT 
guidebook is essential to finding and 
staying on the correct route

Here is, perhaps, the most 
important part – to follow these newly 
identified and coordinated legal routes 
you must have the supplemental written 
directions and maps for each EMHT 
segment. The maps may need to be 
printed in color to be able to differentiate 
between the original and modified 
tracks. However, we are trying to 
develop a “work-around” on the route 
display so that a color printer may not be 
necessary. Also, a GPS track will be 
available and is a great help with route 
identification. It is anticipated that both 
the supplemental directions and GPS 
routing (as a Google Earth .kml file) will 
be available for download on the Goffs, 
MDHCA.org website soon. If you have 
questions or feedback, please email Billy 
Creech at billcreech@sbcglobal.net

 ~ John
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Castle Mountains
By Dave Burdick

On December 1907 Christmas came 
early for James Hart and brothers Hitt 
when they discovered a rich vein of 
gold. Claims were filed, a town laid out 
and by mid February the boom town 
boosted 700 people. The town 
had one first class hotel – 
Norton House, four 
boardinghouses and six 
saloons. The larger mines were 
the oRo Belle, juMBo, and Big 
chief. After the first year the 
population started to decline, 
however mining continued 
through 1917. In the 1920’s fine 
clay was mined near the Big 
chief until the 1950’s. 

The next gold rush did not 
take place until the price of 
gold deregulated in the 1980s. 
It was then when Canadian 
Viceroy Gold came in and spent nine 
years in exploration, raising money, 
mine design, and getting permits. They 

completed EIS/ESR and BLM permits in 
1990. The mine was constructed, and the 
first gold poured in 1992. The mine ran 
until about 2000 when the gold value 
dropped below production cost.

When I first saw the legendary town, 
cemetery and mine, it looked about as it 
does today. The processing mill and 

electrical lines had been removed. The 
only signs of mining were two large pits, 
the oRo Belle, and juMBo, and the scars 
on the mountain. The pits were blocked 
off and four wheelers had the run of the 

area. There was a BLM road 
which went from Lanfair Valley 
through the center of the mine 
to the Piute Mountains which was 
the first thing to be blocked off.

In the late 20-teens gold 
prices set a new record high 
and there signs of new activity, 
first one drill rig, then ten. In 
October 2019 the new mine 
operator started Phase 1 of new 
mining activity, expecting gold 
to be poured by the end of the 
year. Last Fall a chainlink 
fence about five miles long 
went up with big gates and a 

guard. It was bound to happen.
This Spring I decided to take a ride 

over to the Hart site to have a look and 

Near the cemetery

The fireplace

The E Clampus Vitus plaque
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 OOps, Oh-Oh, Oh nO & OMG 
~ Or ~

A DAy with EMMEtt AnD ruth hArDEr On Fr1n09
By Marian Johns

Those of you who know Emmett 
Harder have undoubtedly heard some of 
his marvelous stories. Perhaps this tale 
can be added to his list of his life’s 
adventures.

Back in 2013, Ted Kalil led a Desert 
Explorer trip over FR1N09 in the San 
Bernardino National Forest. I had never 
been on it – never heard of it. Ted 
explained that it had been closed for 
many years because of washouts, but 
that it had recently been repaired and 
re-opened. The trail starts by the infant 
Santa Ana River just west of Seven 
Oaks (off of Hwy. 38 that goes from 
Mentone to Big Bear) and ends at 
Highway 330 which connects Highland 
to Running Springs.

The scenery along 1N09 is 
spectacular - with the San Bernardino 
Mts. looming high overhead and little 
streams to cross along the way. It is 
amazing how rugged these mountains 

are and they’re practically right in my 
own backyard. On a clear day there are 
some beautiful views of Mt. San 
Gorgonio and Mt. San Jacinto.

So now, fast forward to April, 2020. 
Ruth and Emmett Harder have kindly 
been checking up on me every week or 
so because they know I’m alone now in 
the midst of this virus business. Yes, I 
do get lonely and I get cabin fever being 
cooped up here at home. So when Ruth 
called recently, I told her about Ted’s 
trip and asked if they might be up for a 

day trip in the San Bernardino Mts. She 
and Emmett agreed, so a couple of days 
later – April, 22, we met at their house 
and headed for Mentone and Hwy. 38 
which we took up into the mountains.

We turned off for Seven Oaks about 
11:00 a.m. and headed west on a paved 
road alongside the river. However, after 
two or three miles, the pavement ended 
and we began our 1N09 adventure. At 
first, we generally followed the Santa 
Ana River, but it was not accessible 
since it was far below us in a deep 

the road was blocked. I made a couple 
of inquiries, and learned that the mine 
and town site is not in the Mojave 
Preserve, not their jurisdiction. It is in 
the Castle Mountain National 
Monument (BLM jurisdiction). Also, 
most of the mine and town is on 
patented or private land. There are four 

different jurisdictions in this area.
Phase 2 of the mine plan will cover 

the town site, the Clampus Vitus Monu-
ment, and the fireplace (which may have 
been from the Norton House Hotel) with 
a mountain of “overburden” dirt. I 
returned and took photos while I could.

The BLM archaeologist informed me 

that the cemetery is not allowed to be 
disturbed, with a 300 foot buffer around it.

I believe that this area is one of the 
most beautiful around. This is my 
Disneyland and my favorite attraction is 
caStle Mountain aDventuRe. ~ Dave 

New heap leach pile liner, outside  fence, 
note low totoise fence.

New mine plantNew Mine

View from 1N09 of Mt. San Gorgonio  
and Mt. San Jacinto at the far right

The Santa Ana River far below 1n09
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narrow canyon. Most of the way, I used 
4 low because there were many steep up 
and down sections

About 12:15 we came to an awesome 
view down into the Bear Creek wash – a 
wide, boulder-strewn canyon with a 
pretty spot for lunch beside the creek. 
Unfortunately, someone else beat us to 
it so we continued on across the bridge 
and had lunch on the other side of the 
creek which isn’t so nice because you 
can’t see the creek from that spot. The 
bridge here is the only one from one end 
of 1N09 to the other, although there 
were many stream crossings.

During lunch, Emmett entertained 
me with some of his stories – one about 
falling seven stories when the 
scaffolding he was on collapsed during 
the construction of the San Dimas Dam 
- and a couple of others stories about the 
problems they had when he worked on 
the nearby Seven Oaks Dam. 

After lunch we continued on and 
eventually reached Keller Cliff, a high, 
naked escarpment. It looks like this 
formation is made of similar material to 
that of Mormon Rocks.

Somewhere beyond Keller Cliff, 
Ruth let me know via the CB that they 
needed a bush break. So, I drove on 

down the trail about 1/10th of a mile 
and waited. Pretty soon Ruth came back 
on the CB and said they had a problem 
– a BIG PROBLEM that involved a tree 
that they had hit. 

I quickly returned to them and found 
their truck over the bank at a 45° tilt 
with its grill smashed up against a tree. 
Evidently, when Emmett got out of the 
truck to find a bush, he thought he put it 
in park, but actually left it in drive. The 
truck then idled itself on over to the 
bank and took a nose dive; down it went 
– not far though – maybe 25 ft. before it 
hit the tree. Emmett saw what was 
happening and yelled at Ruth to step on 
the brake, but there was no way she 
could have done that because she was in 
the passenger seat. If it hadn’t been for 
that tree though, I believe they could 
have continued on down for hundreds of 
feet - ass over teakettle - and may not 
have survived. 

Next, Emmett had to rescue poor 
Ruth and help her get out of the truck 
and back up to the top. That was no easy 
feat because of the steep slope and low 
overhanging branches. Once they were 

both back on terra firma Emmett used 
his “snatch strap” to connect my truck 
to his. We were both pleasantly 
surprised how easy it was to pull his 
truck back up. 

The next obstacle was getting their 
truck to Hwy. 330 where they could call 
AAA. Much of the way, Emmett was 
able to coast downhill. On the uphill 
sections we strapped him on to my 
truck. We traveled slowly in this manner 
for what seemed like miles. Ruth rode 
with me and we amused ourselves by 
counting the creeks we crossed; we lost 
count about number 12 or 13. However, 

I’m fairly certain that many 
of these are just seasonal, 
but it was nice to see so 
much water this spring.

It must have been almost 
5:00 by the time we reached 
the end of 1N09 at Hwy. 
330. By then we were all 
worn out – especially 
Emmett who did most of 
the work; he was exhausted.  
When Ruth called AAA she 
was told a tow truck would 
be there in about half an 

hour.  She was also warned that she and 
Emmett would not be allowed to ride in 

the tow truck because of Covid 19. 
Luckily, they had me and luckily, I had 
recently (Sept. 2019) bought my four 
door/five seat, 4x4 Tacoma. While their 
truck was being towed to a repair shop, 
I drove them on home. Then I drove 
myself home, fed two dogs, had leftover 
lunch for dinner and went to bed. What 
a day it had been! ~ Marian

View of Bear Creek wash and 1N09

Keller Cliff and 1N09

View of Keller Cliff and 1N09

Emmett taking snatch strap to Ruth 
so she can use it to pull herself up

The Harder’s damaged Tacoma  
at a stream crossing on 1N09



Lost! winners for May are Nelson 
Miller, Randy (One-T) Mathews, Jay 
Lawrence and Leonard Friedman. The 
correct answer was entrance to the 
Lippincott Mine Road. 

The Lippincott mine in Death Valley 
was one of many working mines in the 
Ubehebe region.  The earliest record of 
active mining on the lands that now 
constitute the Lippincott Lead mine was 
in 1906.  According to George 
Lippincott, Jr., the Lippincott Mine 
produced and shipped ore during World 
War I.  During the second world war, the 
Ubehebe area was used for gunnery 
exercises, closing the mine.  By 1946 
Lippincott’s Southern Lead Company 
resumed operations and was producing 2 
carloads of lead a week.  The mine was 
stil producing in 1951 and consisted of 
twelve unpatented claims.  With a main 
tunnel 100 feet west of the mine on a 
hilside  and running a distance of 625 
feet long. The mine produced lead, silver 
and zinc.  It closed in 1951.

Early Mining in Death Valley
Since the 1848 discovery of gold in 

California, Death Valley has experienced 
over 140 years of boom and bust mining. 
From the 1880s to the early 1900s, 
mining was limited and sporadic in the 
Death Valley region. Many of these early  

mining districts met with a notable lack 
of success. Primitive and inefficient 
technology, scarcity of water and fuel, 
and the difficulties of transportation 
made it economically impossible to mine 
any but the highest-grade ores.

Borax
One of the earliest successful mining 

operations was the Harmony Borax 
Works, which was active from 1883 to 
1888. This mill was famous not for its 
ore deposits, but for the twenty mule 
team wagons used to transport the 
partially refined borax. A very 
memorable advertising campaign used  

the wagons’ image  
to promote the company’s Boraxo soap 
and the Death Valley Days radio and 
television programs. ~ Bob P

Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word “lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the names of winners 
along with his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.
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Lost: Where Am I?

May Lost? Answer Entrance to the Lippincott Mine Road

Photos: Bob Peltzman
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Due to our current 
quarantine status, it’s 

safe to say that our  
entire trip schedule is

 • POSTPONED •
Once all the mayhem  

is behind us, we’ll 
reschedule everything 
and get back on track. 
For now, use this space 

for armchair 
adventuring.

Ocotillo to Borrego
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

• POSTPONED •

DE River Days
• POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 

probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona”.

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and round.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy 14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side 
trip up to Red Rock Canyon.

If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Nelson Miller

Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
• POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

• POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
July 20-23, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern 

Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
October 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Gold 
Country!
AnaMarie (Romero) Albert 
is planning to lead a trip in the 

California Gold Country  
this summer.

Since the majority of Desert 
Explorers will be coming from 

southern California, the trip 
will be five days, one on each 
end for travel and three in the 
middle for local exploration. 
AnaMarie would like your 
thoughts on what highlights  
of the area you would like to 
visit so she can start sorting 

out the details. 
If you think you would like to 
join her, email your questions 

and suggestions to 
anamariealbert@gmail.com

Mojave River ValleyMuseum News
We have been closed since March 17 

but we are finally having a board meeting 
on June 3 to talk about re-opening and it 
looks like it will happen. Can’t wait. 
Thanks to everyone for their patience and 
for taking care of themselves.

Katie and I have been there nearly 
every day checking the mail and the 
phone messages and working on the files 
and the photo collection and a dozen 
other things that we can’t seem to get 
done on a normal day. Does anyone 
remember what a “Normal Day” looks 
like? We have put together three new 
displays that we like a lot and hope 
everyone else does. One is telephones 
through the years, another one is guns 
and ammo and items confiscated by a 
Judge here years ago - several pieces of 

mayhem including brass knuckles and 
one little item called a “face ripper.” Cute.

The third display is part of the 
Cambridge Collection, which was in a 
private museum in Apple Valley years 
ago then went to the Apple Valley 
Museum, but when San Bernardino 
County took over that museum all 
locally donated items had to be removed.
What were they thinking? Anyway, we 
are the happy and grateful recipients of 
that collection now, all 134 items. 
Because of our space constraints we 
can’t display everything but we did get a 
lot of it in a case that Bob Brunner gave 
us when he closed his Tiny Time Jewelry 
Store here last year.

It will be good to get back to our 
routines. ~ Pat Schoffstall

mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:anamariealbert@gmail.com


 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
ismojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 
David Given 

Tire-Som
e Fellow :-) 

12848 Gifford Way 
Victorville 

CA 92392 
760-956-1776 

951-757-3128  
daveg1_2000@

yahoo.com
 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com
Sunny Hansen 

Glyphologist 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316  
760-217-7555  

sunnyhansen292@
gm

ail.com
Em

m
ett Harder 

Scotty 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com
Vicki Hill 

Glyphartist, Chairperson Em
eritus 

26111 Parm
elee Ct 

Hem
et 

CA 92544 
  

951-306.4464  
vlanehill@

aol.com
 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net
Bob Jaussaud 

Sue’s Husband & Chairm
an Viejo 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

818-585-6468 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 
Sue Jaussaud 

Chairchick Vieja 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
760-876-9227 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Neal Johns 
Chm

. Em
eritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 

406 Lytle Creek Rd 
Lytle Creek 

CA 92358 
909-887-1549 

 
aridneal@

gm
ail.com

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 
Steve Marschke 

The Quiet Man 
4904 Reynolds Rd 

Torrance 
CA 90505 

310-543-1862  
951-316-6545  

stevem
arschke@

gm
ail.com

 
Joan McGovern-W

hite 
Newsletter Distributor Em

eritus 
33624A W

inston Way 
Tem

ecula 
CA 92592 

951-303-3021 
 

jm
cgw@

verizon.net
Dan Messersm

ith 
M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 

2945 E, Leroy Ave 
Kingm

an 
AZ 86409 

928-757-8953  
 928-715-0579  

dm
ess@

ctaz.com
Bill Neill 

Tam
arisk Eradicator 

6623 Craner Ave 
North Hollywood 

CA 91606 
818-769-0678 

 
bgneill@

earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller 

The Planner 
13043 Quapaw Rd 

Apple Valley 
CA 92308 

760-247-0984  
951-733-5242  

nem
iller47@

yahoo.com
 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
 

bopeltzm
an@

aol.com
 

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

DENewsltr@
gm

ail.com
Allan Schoenherr 

The Good Allan 
414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 

Laguna Beach 
CA 92651 

949-351-5450 
 

aschoenherr@
fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com
Danny Siler 

Soon to have em
barrasing nicknam

e... P.O. Box 3866 
Tustin 

CA 92781 
714-639-6555 

714-878-1259 
danny@

m
athieuco.com

 
 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com
Bill Sm

ith 
Treasurer “Moneybags” 

2532 N 4th St., #445 
Flagstaff 

AZ 86004 
928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 
Allan W

icker 
Chairperson Em

eritus 
1430 Sitka Court 

Clarem
ont 

CA 91711 
909-445-0082 

909-239-5786  
awkr897@

gm
ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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