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Ode to a Toad
By Debbie Miller Marschke
Neal Johns was a beloved friend of 

mine, and memories of my adventures 
with him follow me as I continue my 
explorations of the desert. Neal had 
volunteered for many organizations in 
his lifetime. You could not put a price on 
his knowledge, but there was usually a 
price paid in the mischief Neal brought 

to the table. Don’t get me wrong, he was 
clever and funny! One of the problems 
being that one could never really foretell 
how long one of Neal’s mastermind 
jokes would play out. 

This story begins on July 31, 1983. 
Neal was part of Dennis Casebier’s team 
in creating the East Mojave Heritage 

Trail, which included the famed historic 
Mojave Road. On this particular date, 
The Mojave Road mailbox was installed 
on the section of the Mojave Road 
between Marl Springs and Kelbaker 
Road. This mailbox contains a log book 
to record dates and names of the folks 
who pass this point during their journey 
along the Mojave Road. There is a photo 
memorializing this occasion in the 
Mojave Road Guide and pictured is 
Spence Murray, Dick MacPherson, and 
Dennis Casebier with the newly installed 
mailbox. Marian Johns has provided me 

another photo of Casebier and MacPher-
son from that day. Neal spent countless 
hours working with Casebier, but appar-
ently Neal had plans of his own turning 
in his head. I do not know exactly when 
Neal snuck back to the mailbox site. In 
my mind, the music “Dance of the Sugar 
Plum Fairy” was playing in the back-

Deb with Toad, 2005
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ground. About 100 feet north from the 
Mojave Road mailbox, Neal installed a 
large concrete toad statue. To ensure its 
permanence, Neal used rebar and a 
concrete footing. He was quite proud of 
his accomplishment, so proud in fact that 
he brought Dennis Casebier back to the 
scene of the crime to show it off to him. 
As a stroke of pure genius, Neal offset 
the offense of degrading Casebier’s 
historic route 
with “folkart” by 
calling it (bio-
logically speak-
ing) “Bufo 
Casebierus.” (If 
you can’t get the 
bosses blessing, 
name it after the 
boss!) Apparent-
ly the prank was 
received well and there 
was much hilarity. 

Time marched on and 
Bufo Casebierus (the 
Mojave Road Toad) 
enjoyed his celebrity with 
(at first) only a subset of 
visitors that knew where 
to look. Eventually, word 
got out and the Toad 
became a beloved part of 
stopping at the Mailbox. I 
visited the Toad for the 
first time in 2005, and 
folks were treating it like 
a wishing well showering 
it with coins. (The Toad 
had a cash flow!) But not everyone was 
tickled about the attraction; on October 
31, 1994 the Mojave National Preserve 
entered the National Park System. The 
Park’s Superintendent despised the Toad 
and everything it stood for. It’s hard to 
believe that such an innocuous thing 
could spark such controversy. It was 
declared that the Toad must go. In May 
of 2007, the Mojave National Preserve’s 
employees excavated and removed Bufo 
Casebierus. Local legend says that it had 
to be removed with a backhoe. This 
seems like the end of the story, but the 

saga is only beginning. Apparently, the 
Mojave Road Toad had a religious 
following of fervent admirers that 
continued to make the 
pilgrimage to the site. 
The public’s response 
to the Toad’s removal 
was to bring in more 
toads and frogs. Folks 
were leaving all kinds 

of toad / frog statues, 
and over time the 
collection had 
become remarkably 
large. I am sure there 
was much gnashing 
of the teeth by the 
Park Superintendent. 
Neal’s Toad had a life of its own and had 
become a local celebrity. 

Early in 2020, The Mojave Preserve 
declared that it had enough of the Toads, 
and that all the toads / frogs were going 
to be harvested and discarded by Park 

employees. With the presence of social 
media, it did not take long for word to 
spread. Again, there was public outcry 

for the beloved 
Toads. Off road 
groups rallied on 
its behalf. DE 
member John 
Marnell was part 
of the negotiations 
team to save the 
Toads from 
annihilation and 
extinction on the 
Preserve. Finally, 
The Preserve 
relented with a 
compromise: a 
limited amount of 
the Toads could 
remain in situ, but 
most of them 
needed to be 
removed no later 
than Mid-March 
of 2020.

I was part of 
the volunteer team 

harvesting the 
multitudes of toad / 
frog statues on 
February 15, 2020, to 
include Dick & Kathy 
MacPherson and John 
& Barbara Marnell. 
The Toads were boxed 
up and transported to 
the MDHCA Goffs 
Schoolhouse property 
which will now be 
their forever home, as 
sanctuary for the 
hapless rejects. It is 
the Mission of the 
MDHCA to preserve 
and study history, so it 

was decided that the Mojave Road Toads 
that were relocated to Goffs should have 
their own display recreating their 
habitat. Dick MacPherson reproduced 
the Mojave Road mailbox, which has 
been installed on site at Goffs with the 

Bufo Casebiris



Toads / Frogs as audience. This occurred 
two weeks after Neal John’s memorial 
service, so for me it was something I 
could do in his memory. 

I had an opportunity to visit the 
original Mojave Road 
mailbox again on April 4, 
2020. Not only were the few 
Toads that were allowed to 
remain still in place – there 
were some new ones. As I 
had suspected, the public was 
not ok with the fact that the 
Park had removed the Toads. 
The pilgrimage has 
continued, presumably to the 
chagrin of the Park. And so 
the story and controversy 
continues...

There is more to this story. 
Neal had confided to me for 
years that there was not just 
one Mojave Road Toad; in 
fact, there were two. Neal 
had so much fun the first time 
that he decided to install 
another concrete Toad in the 
desert. I goaded him to tell 
me where it was located, but 
he would only bat his eyes at 
me saying “What will you 
give me, Floozy?” He never 
did reveal his secret no 
matter how often I asked. 
Sometimes he would give me 
a few cryptic hints: “you 
can’t drive to it anymore,” “I 
have not been back there to 
check on it for a long time,” 
“it’s probably in wilderness 
now.” I was never sure if he 
would not tell me because he 
wanted to drive me crazy, or 
whether he wanted it kept 
secret because of what 
happened with Toad #1. 
Marian Johns has no idea (it 
was before her time with 
Neal) and Dennis Casebier 
was not informed of Toad #2. 
Recently, I struck paydirt 
with a solid clue from DE 

Member Dave Given. Dave says that the 
first time he went on one of Neal’s trips, 
Neal took the group to Toad #2. It was a 
long time ago, but Dave recalled that it 
was in the vicinity of the East Mojave 

Heritage Trail 
Mailbox #3, 
near Dish Hill 
and Klondike. 
That mailbox 
was installed on 
March 18, 1989. 

Armed with 

this knowledge, Steve and I excitedly 
drove out to the EMHT Mailbox 3, 
expecting to find the Toad installed 
within 100 yards of the Mailbox like the 
first one. We marched all over the hills 

and washes, but we 
did not locate it. I 
found myself talking 
out load to Neal, 
attempting to channel 
his spirit to please tell 
where to look. I 
realized that Neal was 
still laughing at me, 
tugging at my 
pigtails. I heard his 
voice in my head 
saying, “ Keep 
looking, Flooze” and 
mocking me the way 
he always did. What 
was I thinking? Neal 
would never tell me 
where it was. Nothing 
would make him 
happier than this 
vexing scheme to get 
me out into the desert 
again. I realized I had 
fallen for his evil 
plan, but now I am 
hooked on the quest 
and not willing to 
give up yet. Doesn’t 
this remind you of 
Forest Fenn’s story of 
treasure that he hid in 
the wilderness and 
gave hints of its 
location in published 
poetry? With the 
publication of this 
story, I am hoping 
that another DE 

member has additional information that 
will lead to Toad #2’s rediscovery.  
Is Toad #2 still waiting to be found?  
Or has it croaked?

I have a few more clues to follow up 
on and I have not given up the search yet 
for the elusive Bufo Casebierus 
Segundo, the last of its kind.   ~ Deb
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Goffs ‘refugee camp’

Deb and Steve at the Mojave Mailbox

The 2020 Toad Recovery Team



Most of the high passes in Colorado 
are still blocked with snow, even in 
mid-May, so on May 12th I headed west 
to the San Rafael Swell (The Swell) that 
is just outside Green River in eastern 
Utah, an area of spectacular scenery and 
a variety of off-road trails. “The Swell” 
is called a reef, but it is actually a broad 
fold in the earth’s crust that exposes 
rocks from about 260 million years old 
to about 145 million years, all of which 
have been tilted on end and in the east 
form a series of near vertical cliffs. In 
addition to a variety of Jeep trails 
through spectacular scenery this part of 
Utah is also known for its early 
American petroglyphs and dinosaur 
fossils. I made two trips there in my 
Jeep, one in mid-May and one in mid-
June. Steve and Cheri Reyes from 
Twentynine Palms joined me in Green 
River driving their Toyota 4Runner – I 
was escaping the snow in Colorado and 
they were seeking relief from the hot 
weather in Twentynine Palms. 

The first trail we ran was Black 
Dragon Wash, named for a collection of 
petroglyphs, one of which is in the shape 
of a “dragon” (but you have to use your 
imagination and the dragon is actually 
red, not black). The petroglyphs, several 
dozens of them include a variety of 
figures and symbols, were inscribed on a 
sandstone wall in a narrow canyon with 
steep walls 600 – 800 feet high, but the 
trail into the canyon up to the 
petroglyphs is in a dry wash and an easy 

drive. Continuing west in the canyon 
past the Black Dragon petroglyph panel 
however the trail becomes more 
difficult, threading in and out of the 
wash but the scenery is amazing. As we 
made our way through the canyon you 
have the feeling of being very remote, 
but every once in a while, you get jerked 
back to reality by the sight of a truck on 
I-70 just a few miles to the south. 

After finishing Black Dragon Wash 
and lunch we drove south to Red’s 
Canyon in the southern part of The 
Swell, via a gravel road that was 
originally built in the early 1900s to 
access some of the old mines in the area 
but has since been graded and 4WD is 
not necessary – it could be driven in any 
vehicle. The attractions again were the 
towering cliffs off to our right. Farther 
along in Red’s Canyon we came upon a 
group of mustangs – adults and colts that 
were grazing not too far off of the road. 
What these horses do for water during 
the summer months is anyone’s guess. 
Obviously, they manage. As for our 
liquid replenishment, Ray’s Tavern in 
Green River took care of us nicely later 
that afternoon.

On our second day together, we 
explored the southern part of The Swell 
again, down to the Copper Globe Mine 
and then through Cat Canyon and 
Kendall Wash. This route is definitely a 
4WD-high clearance requirement 
because of several steep ledges that you 
have to negotiate, and some stretches of 
soft sand. However, on this day Cheri 
was at the wheel of their 4Runner and 
made the run look easy.

A few weeks later we returned to 
Green River and explored some of the 
outlying areas in The Swell. About 35 
miles east of Green River is the small 
community of Thomson Spring that is 
quickly approaching true ghost town 
status. Similar to towns along old Route 
66 in the Mojave Desert, Thomson 
Spring was bypassed when Interstate-70 
was built a few miles south of the town 
and businesses quickly died. The only 
businesses operating when we drove 
through were some RV parks and a gas 
station. Continuing north through 
Thomson Spring about 5 miles we 
arrived at the ruins of Sego, a former 
coal mining community. There is little 
left of the town now except a large stone 
building that once processed coal and a 
few dilapidated former dwellings built 
into the hillsides. The two-story 
boarding house that was in center of the 
town has completely collapsed. Driving 
back toward Thomson Spring from Sego 
is the Sego Cemetery. About half of the 
approximately two dozen graves in the 
cemetery are people who died from the 
influenza pandemic in 1918. 
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Exploring the San Rafael Swell, Eastern Utah  
with Steve and Cheri Reyes

by Joe de Kehoe

Black Dragon

Mustangs

Red’s Canyon



By the time we left Sego, and after 
wandering through some of the 
abandoned buildings in Thomson Springs 
it was mid-afternoon. Not enough time to 
do any of the trails in The Swell so we 
opted to visit Crystal Geyser a few miles 
south of Green River. I have seen photos 
of this geyser erupting 50 feet in the air, 
but every time I have been there it has 
just been a slow flow of cold water from 
a 4-foot high rusty pipe. However, the 

geyser is unique because unlike the 
geysers in Yellowstone, this is a cold-
water geyser activated by a buildup of 
carbon dioxide in the subsurface. Even 
without seeing an eruption the site is 
worth visiting because of the large 
multi-colored travertine bench that has 
built up by the precipitation of 
mineralized water flowing from the vent 
and into the Green River.

The next day we spent some time 
looking for a dinosaur footprint 
purported to be north of the San Rafael 
River bridge. It took us some time to 
locate the path to the ledge where the 
footprint was, but we did manage to 
locate it – one prominent 3-toed 
footprint in the Jurassic sandstone 

attributed to an Allosaurus that walked 
through this area sometime between 145 
– 200 million years ago. Amazing! Later 
that day we drove a short distance to 
what is called the 
Wedge Overlook in 
the San Rafael 
Swell, “Utah’s 
Little Grand 
Canyon” that looks 
down over 1,200 
feet below to the 
San Rafael River 
that winds its way 
between the canyon 
walls. 

Leaving the 
overlook, we 
headed north to the 
Cleveland-Lloyd 

Dinosaur Museum 
where dinosaur 
bones are currently 
being excavated. 
They have a 
complete skeleton 
of an Allosaurus in 
the main hall of the 
museum. The BLM 
(in light of current events I should point 
out that this acronym is Bureau of Land 
Management in this case) geologist at 
the desk said that this was a “teenager”; 
that an adult Allosaurus wouldn’t fit in 
the building! Definitely a meat-eating 
dinosaur and because of the large 
number of fossils identified at the 
Cleveland-Lloyd site, Allosaurus was 

designated as Utah’s state fossil in 1988.
Cheri and Steve had to leave for 

home the next morning, so I spent the 
next couple of days on my own. I’m not 

particularly interested in 
petroglyphs but drove to several 
of the sites because it gave me an 
excuse to explore and hike areas I 
had not been to before. 

The petroglyph panels in the 
San Rafael Swell, of which there 
are many, date from 2000-year-old 
Barrier Canyon Culture picto-
graphs and a few from the Fremont 
Culture, dating back 1,000 years.

Before heading home my last 
venture was a three mile drive in the 
western part of The Swell through a 
dusty pasture to a couple of rock towers 
named “Sid and Charlie.” A herd of 
cows nearby thought I was there to  
feed them and hurried over. It took  
me a while to squeeze my way through 
the herd and head back to the highway 
and home.   ~ Joe
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Dinosaur footprint

Sid & Charlie

Crystal Geyser

Petroglyph panel
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In today’s (4-27) Wall Street Journal, 
there was another article about the 
so-called “Mountain Pass Mine.” I say 
so-called because we always called it the 
Moly Mine, but anyway, you know the 
one I mean, up the Baker Grade on I-15 
on your left as you head toward Las 
Vegas. I’ve been interested in what goes 
on up there for years, as I imagine most 
DEers who drive by are as well.

So now it seems the Pentagon, no 
less, has finally caught on to the serious 
importance of the Mountain Pass Mine, 
our “only domestic source for rare-earth 
minerals” which are needed for 
electronics, lasers, magnets, wind-
turbines, jet fighters, electric vehicles 
and high-tech weapons systems, to name 

a few. The problem is not so much a lack 
of rare earth, it’s the processing part of 
the system. These minerals are tricky 
and expensive to separate and refine 
(and, I might add, create something of 
an environmental nightmare in doing so, 
though this was not mentioned in the 
article). In the past we shipped the ore to 
China and let them do this dirty work, a 
very risky business for obvious reasons. 
Now that the Defense Department is 
paying attention, the mine’s owner, 
James Litinsky of JHL Capital Group, 
has applied for a grant from the 
government to help in developing their 
small processing facility, with the 
admirable goal of increasing their 
capacity to process the minerals on site. 

I was good with all this news until I read 
that “the funds are to be used for 
feasibility and engineering studies” 
(groan!). Of course such steps are 
necessary but the article also points out 
that “creating a lasting, rare-earths 
processing business effectively from 
scratch is likely to take years and a lot 
more money” -- as in hundreds of 
millions of dollars per plant, they 
estimate. The grant from the Pentagon 
could be as much as $40 million which 
rare-earths research firm Adamas 
Intelligence spokesman Ryan Castilloux 
calls “the government putting its toes in 
the water.” Yeah, tippy toes but better 
late than never, I guess. Stay tuned.

                                    ~ Anne

Update on Mountain Pass Mine
by Anne Stoll

Stock Tank Hot Tubbers
See anybody you know?



Pioche Area Trip
June 9-12, 2020 • Meadow Valley Wash / Rainbow Canyon • By Glenn Shaw

Our first stop was at the site of the Old 
Spanish Trail related petroglyphs on the 
old Stuart Ranch that dates to the1870s 
located in Meadow Valley Wash. The 
wash extends from Panaca and drains into 
the Muddy River which empties into 
Lake Mead. Not far away the Old 
Spanish Trail crossed the Muddy River 
so evidently the Indians recorded on 
rock what they observed. Pack mule 
caravans from New Mexico carrying 
woolen goods to California traveled 
The Old Spanish Trail between be-
tween 1829 to 1848. 

Next stop was the restored one 
room schoolhouse at Elgin built in the 
early 1900’s in Rainbow Canyon 
which is what the upper part of 
Meadow Valley Wash is called. 
Starting in the 1860s Rainbow 
Canyon was settled with cattle 
ranches and farms which supplied 
goods to the surrounding booming 
mining camps. 

We stopped along the way at 
various rock art sites. Occupation 
of Rainbow Canyon dates back 
approximately 3,500 years by the 
earliest inhabitants known as the 
Desert Archaic People according 
to artifacts excavated at Etna 
Cave. A little over 1,000 years ago 
the canyon was occupied by three 
distinctive cultural groups known as 
the Anasazi, Fremont, and Southern 
Paiute. Most of the rock art was 
produced by these groups. By 1300 
the Anasazi and Fremont had disap-
peared from the archaeological 
record leaving only small bands of 
Southern Paiutes. 

The railroad through Meadow 
Valley Wash is now part of the Union 
Pacific’s main line from Salt Lake City to 
Los Angeles. The original railroad called 
the San Pedro, LosAngeles & Salt Lake 
City RR began in the early 1900s by 
William S. Clark who Clark County, 

Nevada is named after. Clark also built 
the Las Vegas and Tonopah Railroad that 
tried and failed to compete with the 
Tonopah Tidewater RR. The track was 
originally located on the east side of the 

wash but a massive flood in 1910 com-
pletely destroyed the track and washed a 
train off the tracks into the wash, the track 
was relocated to the west side resulting in 
a system of ten tunnels and 24 bridges. 

Flooding is still a problem. 
Panaca Area The three communities 

we passed through in this area are all in 
Lincoln County and are in very close 
proximity to one another, but with very 

different orgins. Caliente is a railroad 
town, Panaca is a Mormon farming 
community, and Pioche was a rip 
roaring mining camp. The large 
railroad depot in Caliente was built in 
1922 and is now the City Hall. It was 
one of three built in the mission revival 
style, another one is the depot at Kelso 
in the Mojave Preserve. Panaca 
supplied produce in the late 1800s to 
Pioche and the now ghost town of 
Delamar. Pioche was once the county 

seat for Southern Nevada including 
the Las Vegas area until Clark 
County was created. 

Deer Lodge was established 
around 1899 with the discovery of 
gold in the Eagle Valley mining 
district. Just a mile away richer 
deposits were located and the 
mining camp of Fay was created 
but was a ghost by 1914. I could 
not find any remains of this camp 
even though it boasted bars, 
brothels and a barber shop. The site 
of Deer Lodge later became a 
ranch which is now abandoned. A 

family graveyard plot can be found 
among the pine trees. 

Rose Valley, Eagle Valley, and 
Spring Valley are all adjacent to one 
another and makeup an agricultural 
region of farm sand ranches, with two 
State Parks that offer various recre-
ational opportunities such as fishing, 
boating, and camping. 

Rose Valley Inscriptions are found 
on a cliff face of hardened clay located 

at what was once a major wagon cross-
roads. There are some very early inscrip-
tions and unfortunately some current stuff 
that has obscured some of the older ones. 

Ursine is a small, very old residential 
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The crew at Logan City
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community dating to the1860’s. It has an 
1895 abandoned derelict recreational hall 
at one end of town, it is partially hidden 
in bushes and very interesting to look at. 

Pioche Area Pioche was at one time 
the richest most important mining camp 
in Southern Nevada and it was also 
notorious as the state’s most lawless 

community. Pioche has what is termed 
the million dollar courthouse, built in 
1871 for $75,000 but through question-
able financial manipulations it would 
eventually wind up costing nearly one 
million dollars by the time it was paid for 
in 1938 long after it was abandoned . 

Jackrabbit dates to 1874 when silver 
ore was discovered on the east side of 
Bristol Mountain. Soon, a boarding 
house, store, restaurant, blacksmith shop, 
and saloon were opened and it was 
known as the “last whiskey stop before 
Pioche.” In 1891 a 15 mile narrow gauge 
railroad was built to the smelter at Pioche 
which had rail connection to the mainline 
tracks from Salt Lake to LA. Rich ore 
deposits were also discovered on the west 
side of Bristol Mountain and the town of 
Bristol sprang up, now privately owned. 
An aerial tramway was constructed to 
carry ore from Bristol over the mountain 
to Jackrabbit’s railroad, some of the 
wooden tram towers can still be seen. 

Bristol Well and its charcoal ovens 
came into existence around 1872 with the 

construction of a furnace and smelter to 
treat the lead-silver ore from Bristol. The 
charcoal ovens were built in the1880’s to 
produce charcoal for the smelter. A new 
smelter was added in 1890 and with this 
increased activity the population swelled 
to about 400 and a post office was 
opened. Early inscriptions along with 
modern graffiti can be seen on one of the 
old stone cabin’s walls. 

Comet Mine appears to have been a 
fairly large operation probably dating to 
the early 1900s. The amazing 
thing is that it still has intact 
steam engines and hoist. 
Unfortunately, I have not 
come across any information 
on this mine. 

Mt. Irish Area Hiko was 
created when Indians showed 
prospectors some rich silver 
ore in 1865. Soon the rush 
was on and shortly the 
population swelled to over 
200 people. Hiko was award-
ed the county seat for Lincoln 
County in 1867 but lost it to 
Pioche in 1871.The necessary 
capital for a mill and machin-
ery was raised back East. The 
mill was then shipped up the 
Colorado River by steamboat 
to Callville then made the140 
mile trek by oxen to Hiko. 
Hiko is an Indian term for 
“whiteman’s town.” Brick 
ruins of the mill site can be 
seen on the hillside. 

Mt. Irish has some won-
derful rock art that is worthy of a stop. 

Logan City has the same origins as 
Hiko. Two prospectors were shown a rich 
silver ledge on the east side of Mt. Irish 
by an old Indian. Claims were made by a 
group of early arrivals. That being done, 
everyone went to Panaca for supplies and 
on their return to camp Indians attacked 
and chased everyone away. Peace was 
restored and in 1866 a permanent camp 
of 300 people developed. Ore was 
freighted down the mountain to Hiko 
where a new second mill was erected. 

Ore veins were shallow and Logan City 
became a ghost town after a few years. 

The site of Cresent on the west side of 
Mt. Irish was born in the1860’s about the 
same time as Logan City on the east side. 
A large mill was erected and from it’s 
ruins a tall brick smokestack still stands 
along with some cabin ruins in the area. 

The Charcoal Industry in Nevada 
and the Carbonari Charcoal Wars 
Eureka, Tybo, Ely and Bristol were the 
major lead-silver mining camps that 

relied on smelters to reduce and separate 
the minerals, a stamp mill could not be 
used for this process. Charcoal is made 
by carbonizing the wood in a kiln where 
air can be controlled while burning the 
wood. Traditionally kilns measured 23’ at 
the base and 20’ high. There is a charge 
door near the top of the back side for 
loading the wood in and a discharging 
door ground level in front for charcoal 
removal. A kiln holds 25 cords of wood 
with a burning time of 12 days. 38 to 48 
bushels per cord of wood were produced. 
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There were three components of the 
charcoal industry. First was the bottom 
rung charcoal burners or carbonari, then 
the teamsters or the middleman, and then 
the smelters. The teamsters functioned 
as contractors that controlled the indus-
try. They paid the carbonari a price per 
bushel for their charcoal, they then trans-
ported and sold the charcoal to the 
smelters thereby regulating retail prices 
and wages. 

The teamsters were grossly underpay-
ing the carbonari and also paying them in 
script good at only certain stores with 
inflated prices (kickbacks). The carbonari 

eventually rebelled and stormed the 
streets of Eureka, boycotting businesses 
and virtually shutting down the town. The 
situation got so bad the Governor called 
in the state militia. Things escalated to the 
point where a carbonari camp was 
attacked and the men shot and killed. 

Tybo Nevada experienced its own 
charcoal war though less bloody than 
Eureka, Chinese woodcutters were 
brought in as cheap labor and they were 
most unwelcome by the local population. 
Assembling on the side streets and in 
saloons small groups of miners then 
congregated into a roaring mob and 

stormed the sleeping charcoal camp. To 
the tune of cracking bullwhips, gunfire, 
and drunken curses they sent the orientals 
fleeing for their lives. Morning found the 
contractors scouring the hills for their 
scattered wood cutters. They were driven 
back to camp at gunpoint and ordered 
back to work. 

By the late 1800’s the charcoal 
industry was dying because of coke 
which is a product of coal and a less 
labor-intensive product than charcoal. 
All the woodcutters and carbonari 
drifted to other jobs, especially the 
coalfields.    ~ Glenn

All of us in the Desert Explorers love 
the eastern Sierra. We have over the 
years had a multitude of great trips in 
this unique area. The outstanding 
scenery includes multiple mountain 
ranges, expansive high desert and 
beautiful bodies of water. This includes 
many alpine lakes with Mono Lake 
perhaps being the main attraction. It now 
appears that there are some changes 
coming to this region which we should 
be aware of. Some of these issues are as 
follows:

Issue No. 1 – Conglomerate Mesa. 
This is a very special area in Inyo 
County near Malpais Mesa Wilderness 
just east of Owens Lake. It is also very 
close to the boundary of Death Valley 
National Park. The Mesa is very rugged 
with Joshua tree forests as well as 
Pinyon Pines and Juniper. The area is 
managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and also has 
numerous charcoal kilns and stone 
masonry sites used at one time to supply 

Cerro Gordo. This beautiful landscape is 
now threated because a Canadian 
company wants to drill exploratory holes 
for gold mining. This could result in a 
large open pit industrial scale cyanide 
mining operation. In order for the 
mining to take place there will need to 
be approval from Inyo County among 
others. It will be interesting to keep an 
eye on this situation. Conglomerate 
Mesa would be a good stop on any 
eastern Sierra trip. There is a moderate 
dirt road going to the base of the Mesa 
which leads to a relatively short hiking 
trail to the top. It sounds like fun and 
such a visit would give us a better idea 
of what is at stake here.

Issue No. 2 - Mono Lake Area 
Development. A developer has proposed 
a project that likely would triple the 
population of Lee Vining. This would be 
accomplished by the development of 
seven acres of ridgeline adjacent to the 
Mobil Station at the Tioga Pass junction 
just south of Lee Vining. The plan 
includes multi-story market rate housing 
units, not to mention a large hotel and 
restaurant. This project would have 
significant impact of various kinds on 
the Mono Basin including significantly 
increased traffic dangers at the 
intersection of Highway 395 and the 
Tioga Pass Road. It also would 
substantially impair iconic views of 
Mono Lake, the tufa towers and the 
Sierras. There is an upcoming meeting 

of the Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
to discuss the project and it will be very 
interesting to see how that turns out.

Issue No. 3 – Changing the Name of 
the Alabama Hills. I know that 
everyone reading this has been to the 
Alabama Hills National Scenic Area just 
outside of Lone Pine. We toured this 
area a few years ago at our Lone Pine 
Rendezvous and have had numerous 
other adventures in this historical area 
which consists of about 18,000 acres. 
What makes this area quite unique is that 
over 700 movie and television 
productions have been filmed there. The 
area got its name from southern 
sympathizers in the Owens Valley after 
the Confederate warship Alabama sank a 
Union Ship off the coast of Texas in 
1963. The name “Alabama” is now the 
problem. Many individuals in the Owens 
Valley and elsewhere want to change the 
name to something they say is less 
offensive. This could end up being a real 
political battle that may take an act of 
Congress to accomplish. 

Well there you have it. These three 
issues are proof that the eastern Sierra, 
as isolated as it is, cannot escape the 
kinds of political, environmental and 
development issues that are so prevalent 
in the rest of the country. We should 
follow all three of these matters and 
hope that the right decisions will be 
made.   ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby



Pain in the Pass
By Walter Feller

Trails from game and Indians criss-
crossed the desert and southern Califor-
nia for thousands of years with some 
converging in the Cajon Canyon to 
facilitate movement between the two 
regions. These trails traced their way 
between springs and later, seasonal 
habitation sites where Indians could be 
found working on their survival.

The Spanish followed these trails 
with the supposed intention of searching 
for deserters and gathering those who 
would be converted to Christianity and 
taken to the missions to live.

Most likely in pursuit of horse thieves 
and escaped 
neophytes the 
trail up through 
a narrow, rocky 
canyon now 
know as 
Crowder 
Canyon the 
Spanish priests 
and military 
followed to the 
pass near the 
summit to enter 
the Mojave.

In 1827, in the rush to escape the 
Mojave Indians after ten of his men were 
massacred, Jedediah Smith used the 
narrow canyon to make his way to safety 
at the Assistencia near what became San 
Bernardino.

Jefferson Hunt, discharged from the 
Mormon Battalion in 1848 noted the 
canyon could possibly be used, with 
much trouble, to bring a wagon through.

In 1849 Captain Hunt led the first 
wagon train down the pass by this route. 
It was steep at the top and at the mouth 
of canyon the rocks were insurmount-
able and the wagons had to be unloaded, 
taken apart and everything portaged, 
reassembled and reloaded before 
moving on. This would not do on a 
continuing basis.

In 1850 an alternate 
road was cleared 
several miles to the 
west becoming known 
as the Sanford Pass, or 
Mormon Hogback. It 
was steep and hazard-
ous but it would have 
to do.

Five years later, in 
1855, another road was 
cut further to the west. 
This trail was also 
steep but went down a 
canyon rather than a 

narrow ridge. This route was also called 
Sanford Pass.

Some travelers and freighters still 
used the original route, unloading, 
carrying their cargo past the rocks and 
reloading after the wagons were put 
back together. In 1861, the County of 
San Bernardino contracted with John 
Brown Sr. to build a toll road bypassing 
the troublesome rocks.

Problem solved! At least for awhile.   
                                   ~ Walter 
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A Cure for Cabin Fever
By Marian Johns

After sitting home for several weeks 
(back in April) I came down with a bad 
case of cabin fever. The cure? I got in 
my truck and headed out to see some 
wildflowers up in the area between 
Tehachapi and Lake Isabella. I wasn’t 
disappointed; there were still lots of 
flowers; my two favorite little waterfalls 
were still running and I got an 
interesting photo of two skeletons 
(wearing Covid-19 masks) driving an 
old car. I also got a photo of an 
extraordinary mallow that had more 
blossoms than I have ever seen. All in 
all it was a perfect day. I went home 
refreshed and rejuvenated.    ~ Marian
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Help is on the way... or is it? 
by Jerry Dupree 

Have you ever had a false sense of 
security and thought you could solve 
every situation? My father used to call 
me a worry wart because I was always 
prepared with the right tool or device. I 
hated that term. My mother always said, 
“I’m just trying to be practical.” And she 
took the fun out of any adventure. After 
my father bought a boat and we had 
several near misses with disaster I 
resigned from his navy. 

Because I am always out in the desert 
or up in the mountains off road exploring 
and having my kind of fun and usually 
out where there is 
no cell phone 
reception, I have 
a few precautions. 
I bring a shotgun 
and several 12 
gauge marine 
distress flares. I 
bought a PLB, 
(Personal Locator 
Beacon) that bush 
pilots carry in 
case they are in 
trouble. I have a 
satellite phone 
and have had the 
impression that 
no matter what, I would be in capable 
hands in no time. One time we were out 
and about and a real emergency devel-
oped and it was my chance to test these 
pieces of safety equipment. 

The incident happened in Death 
Valley on our way back from the 
“Racetrack” where under the right 
circumstances the rocks mysteriously 
move great distances and then are able to 
turn at a right angle and travel in another 
direction. We were near the Heebee 
Jeebie (Ubehebe) Crater and Scotty’s 
Castle, or thought we were. There was a 
four wheel drive vehicle that passed us 
and I remember thinking there was a 
warning about this type of vehicle might 

be top heavy and to be careful going 
around curves. Well this guy wasn’t. We 
came around a bend and there was a 
large amount of dust and a pair of 
headlights in a vertical position. 
Headlights are supposed to be arranged 
horizontal, but one was above the other 
amid the dust cloud. It was the same 4 
Runner that passed us. I slowed and 
stopped and it was the same car and it 
had left the pavement and rolled. I 
quickly got out and looked inside to see 
if anyone was injured. The three 
occupants were shook up but no one was 

broken or 
bleeding. Their 
car was in bad 
shape and the 
engine was still 
running. One by 
one the driver 
climbed out and 
turned off the 
engine. The 
passengers 
squeezed out one 
at a time. It was 
obvious that they 
would need 
emergency 
service for the car 

as it was on its side with its windows 
broken from rolling on the rocks during 
its tumble off of the pavement. 

I felt like I needed a Super Hero cape 
and costume as I was about to become 
the guy who saved the people. Two of 
them spoke no English and the driver 
barely did. They were tourists from 
Japan. The first item of business was to 
put the vehicle back on its wheels and 
survey the damage. There were no body 
parts without a dent from rolling on the 
rocks and no glass where there used to be 
windows. It was very lucky that no one 
was seriously hurt. I fastened a nylon 
choker strap on to the seat belt and 
connected the hook from my winch and 

then drove backwards and rolled the 
vehicle back on its wheels. One of the 
tires was flat. The next thing to do would 
be contact a tow truck. I got out my PLB 
which when activated, was supposed to 
signal a satellite and give a distress call 
and summon help. There is no way to 
convey whether we needed a can of gas, 
a gallon of radiator coolant, or an 
ambulance, or other kind of help. I 
followed the directions and raised the 
antenna and activated the red blinking 
light and hoped someone would be 
nearby enough to get the signal. While 
we waited I got out the Globalstar 
satellite phone which had never been 
tested. Since we were in the middle of 
Death Valley the thing couldn’t help but 
find a satellite, could it? ...or could it? 
The device has a set of bars similar to a 
cell phone which gives the signal 
strength of a satellite. As I understand it 
there are several satellites surrounding 
our planet and they are orbiting the earth 
and when one is contact, it will relay the 
signal to another one which I understand 
is similar to driving a car while talking 
on a cell phone while the signal goes 
from one tower to the next. There went 
my hero status. 

I had learned about satellite phones 
while we were in Australia and there is 
an off road magazine called “Explore 
OZ” which we found while we were 
Down Under. I learned a lot of things 
from Ozzies about equipment and off 
road gear. That was how I learned about 
the Globalstar satellite phone. 

The bars on the phone indicated that 
we have “caught a bird” which I think is 
the term for contacting a satellite to relay 
to someone who could help. Way better 
than a CB radio which we thought were 
wonderful before there were other 
devices. I contacted the operator to 
describe the problem and got it partly out 
there and then we lost the signal. I had a 
map from the park headquarters which 

Personal
Locator 
Beacon
(PLB)

Sat
Phone
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gives no details to tell where we were. I 
had an “ah ha” moment because I also 
had a GPS and could give coordinates. 
The problem is that while I kept calling 
back and trying to describe where in 
Death Valley we were, I kept losing the 
signal. The satellite 
phone was routed to a 
dispatcher at the CHP 
station in Bishop. By 
some miracle I looked 
and saw a vehicle 
with a blinking red 
light heading toward 
us. I assumed it was someone like a park 
ranger or someone who would help these 
poor people who had a very close call 
with disaster and 
destroyed their car. 

At that time I was 
trying to figure out how 
to either remove the flat 
tire and replace it with 
the spare, or try to inflate 
it. The tire was not tight 
against the wheel, 
therefore it would turn 
without loosening the 
bolts. I was about to ask 
the driver to step on the 
brake to hold the wheel 
from turning so we could 
loosen the wheel and possibly have this 
person able to drive home. 

The ranger arrived and was rather 
abrupt and wanted to know who owned 
the car and who the heck I was. I told 
him I was helping the poor chap and 
summoned the ranger or appointed 
person in such matters. He said it was 
reported that it was a roll over non injury 
accident, so why was the vehicle upright? 
I told him that I put it back on its wheels 
but hesitated to tell him by the looks of 
the vehicle it was obvious that it had 
rolled over several rocks and lost all of 
its windows. He could also have 
ascertained by looking at my truck and 
its winch that my truck could have rolled 
it back upright. The ranger looked at me 
as though I was a nosey gawker rubber 
neck ghoul and told me I “could go 

now.” I think that was cop talk for “beat 
it you stupid civilian.” Well, I did my 
part or at least tried to be a hero. We got 
back in the truck and left, believing the 
poor tourists from Japan would somehow 
be in good hands and recover from their 

bruises. 
Back to safety 

devices. When we got 
home we naturally 
listened to our 
messages from when 
we were gone on our 
trip. One call to our 

land line was from the PLB company 
asking what our emergency was. It’s 
funny that we were in Death 

Valley when 
the call was 
made and 
they called 
our house for 
details???? 
There was 
another 
message on 
my cell 
phone saying 
they called and 
didn’t get an answer. I 
think that was why I 
resorted to using the 

PLB. I paid a lot of money for these 
devices and relied on them for what? 

I found out that Globalstar was 
bankrupt and didn’t have enough 
satellites in their “constellation” to cover 
such places as Death Valley where there 
were no obstructions to interfere with the 
signal. Months later I read an email spam 
advertisement for satellite phones and 
learned that another system was called 
Iridium and they had been saved out of 
bankruptcy by the good old U.S. 
government. It seems they needed cell 
phones to fight another unnecessary war 
and had launched a lot of new satellites. 

I decided to give that one a call and 
sign up. Over the course of a few years  
I discovered that the operators of the 
companies that served the system were 
unscrupulous and deceptive. I am now on 

my third such 
company and rate 
them a C- because 
everything started 
out fine and I was 
able to subscribe 
once a year and 
carry over my 
unused minutes at 60 
cents per minute. 
The present system 
does not allow the 
carry over so it’s a 
“use it or lose it” 
proposition. They have also increased 
their rates. I continue to pay for it 

because I hope it works if 
I need it when I am out 
of cell phone reception. 

I bought a Garmin 
“SPOT” device with the 
belief that my wife 
could look for me on her 
cell phone or computer. 
I thought it would be 
like the GPS trackers 
you see in the movies 

and on TV where you 
can “see” the target person 

on the move in real time. They are not 
real and don’t work that way. They will 
show a point in time where the target was 
and not is. It also requires steps to show 
it on the receiving end. They are 
expensive to subscribe to which costs as 
much as the device. 

My devices are not present generation 
and lack all of the goodies. I have owned 
several GPS units and like a lot of things, 
they have become complicated by the 
application of other “features” such as 
the ability of walkie talkies and cameras. 
In my experiences I have never seen a 
walkie talkie with enough distance to 
make them worth carrying. 

I subscribe to or am on several 
mailing lists for outdoor gear and 
clothing. One of the sites is “Adventure 
Alan” and he reviews lots of outdoor 
stuff and gives good reviews and ratings. 
I will attempt to include some of his 
findings.    ~ Jerry

Garmin GPS

Garmin InReach Mini



There was only one Lost! winner for 
June, Randy (One-T) Mathews. The 
correct answer was Sheep Creek 
Springs Cabin - West from Hwy 127 
(Death Valley Rd) on Saratoga Springs 
Rd. for 1.8mi. then south on Sheep 
Creek Springs Road for 4.4 miles.

Sheep Creek Springs Cabin 
The historic Sheep Creek Springs 

Cabin (Sheep Creek Cabin) was 
removed by the Barstow BLM in late 
October of 2011. The BLM 
paid contractors $3,495 to 
remove the cabin.

A mining camp sprang up 
here in 1906. Miners prospected 
for gold and silver in the hills 
above the camp. Not finding 
much in the way of gold and 
silver, the camp grew quiet. In 
1911, William G. Kerckhoff 
purchased the claims and started 
the Avawatz Salt and Gypsum 
Company. They did some 
prospecting work on the salt, 

gypsum and talc deposits around the 
mouth of the canyon. The deposit was 
large enough that Kerckhoff planned to 
build a branch line from the Tidewater 
and Tonopah railroad. The railroad 
branch line was never developed 
though, and the mine became idle.

In 1933, John and Adelina Smith 
built a cabin here next to the spring and 
lived on the property for many years. 
They had come out to the 

desert for health reasons and did some 
prospecting for gold and silver in the 
Avawatz behind their place. Their cabin 
had disappeared by the 1970s. The 
foundation for their place is back a little 
farther near the spring.

By 1999, the Sheep Creek Cabin was 
the only structure remaining of the old 
mine camp. It served for 35 years as a 
research field station for the Desert 
Studies Center at Cal State Fullerton. 
They and many other volunteers 
carefully maintained it over the years. 
To have it removed is a sad loss to many 
people. Guy Starbuck. 

After all these years, Bob finally 
found his way home only to stumble on 
a puzzle waiting for him there. Help him 
figure out the answers and e-mail them 
to him OR YOU CAN SOLVE ONLINE 
WITH THIS LINK: https://
crosswordhobbyist.com/817061/Old-
Train-Stops. 

After you put in your best guesses, 
click on SUBMIT and Bob will share 
the explorers with the most correct 
guesses in the next newsletter.

To get you started, the answer to 3 
DOWN is MINNEOLA.

Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word “lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the names of winners 
along with his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month.  ~ Bob P
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Lost: 
Where 
Am I?

May Lost? Answer Sheep Srpings Creek Cabin

https://crosswordhobbyist.com/817061/Old-Train-Stops
https://crosswordhobbyist.com/817061/Old-Train-Stops
https://crosswordhobbyist.com/817061/Old-Train-Stops
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Due to our current 
quarantine status, it’s 

safe to say that our  
entire trip schedule is

 • POSTPONED •
Once all the mayhem  

is behind us, we’ll 
reschedule everything 
and get back on track. 
For now, use this space 

for armchair 
adventuring.

Ocotillo to Borrego
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

• POSTPONED •

DE River Days
• POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 

probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona.”

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and round.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy 14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side 
trip up to Red Rock Canyon.

If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Nelson Miller

Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
• POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

• POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Trek the backroads in the Eastern 
Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Gold 
Country!
AnaMarie (Romero) Albert 
is planning to lead a trip in the 

California Gold Country  
this summer.

Since the majority of Desert 
Explorers will be coming from 

southern California, the trip 
will be five days, one on each 
end for travel and three in the 
middle for local exploration. 
AnaMarie would like your 
thoughts on what highlights  
of the area you would like to 
visit so she can start sorting 

out the details. 
If you think you would like to 
join her, email your questions 

and suggestions to 
anamariealbert@gmail.com

Photo courtesy of Dave Burdick

mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
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 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
ismojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 
David Given 

Tire-Som
e Fellow :-) 

12848 Gifford Way 
Victorville 

CA 92392 
760-956-1776 

951-757-3128  
daveg1_2000@

yahoo.com
 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com
Sunny Hansen 

Glyphologist 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316  
760-217-7555  

sunnyhansen292@
gm

ail.com
Em

m
ett Harder 

Scotty 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com
Vicki Hill 

Glyphartist, Chairperson Em
eritus 

26111 Parm
elee Ct 

Hem
et 

CA 92544 
  

951-306.4464  
vlanehill@

aol.com
 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net
Bob Jaussaud 

Sue’s Husband & Chairm
an Viejo 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

818-585-6468 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 
Sue Jaussaud 

Chairchick Vieja 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
760-876-9227 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Neal Johns 
Chm

. Em
eritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 

406 Lytle Creek Rd 
Lytle Creek 

CA 92358 
909-887-1549 

 
aridneal@

gm
ail.com

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 
Steve Marschke 

The Quiet Man 
4904 Reynolds Rd 

Torrance 
CA 90505 

310-543-1862  
951-316-6545  

stevem
arschke@

gm
ail.com

 
Joan McGovern-W

hite 
Newsletter Distributor Em

eritus 
33624A W

inston Way 
Tem

ecula 
CA 92592 

951-303-3021 
 

jm
cgw@

verizon.net
Dan Messersm

ith 
M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 

2945 E, Leroy Ave 
Kingm

an 
AZ 86409 

928-757-8953  
 928-715-0579  

dm
ess@

ctaz.com
Bill Neill 

Tam
arisk Eradicator 

6623 Craner Ave 
North Hollywood 

CA 91606 
818-769-0678 

 
bgneill@

earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller 

The Planner 
13043 Quapaw Rd 

Apple Valley 
CA 92308 

760-247-0984  
951-733-5242  

nem
iller47@

yahoo.com
 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
 

bopeltzm
an@

aol.com
 

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

DENewsltr@
gm

ail.com
Allan Schoenherr 

The Good Allan 
414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 

Laguna Beach 
CA 92651 

949-351-5450 
 

aschoenherr@
fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com
Danny Siler 

Soon to have em
barrasing nicknam

e... P.O. Box 3866 
Tustin 

CA 92781 
714-639-6555 

714-878-1259 
danny@

m
athieuco.com

 
 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com
Bill Sm

ith 
Treasurer “Moneybags” 

2532 N 4th St., #445 
Flagstaff 

AZ 86004 
928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 
Allan W

icker 
Chairperson Em

eritus 
1430 Sitka Court 

Clarem
ont 

CA 91711 
909-445-0082 

909-239-5786  
awkr897@

gm
ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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