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A Little 
Desert Music?

By Debbie Miller Marschke
Steve and I have seen a lot of odd 

abandoned objects 
in our desert travels, 
so this one had us 
intrigued. We were 
in Anza Borrego in 
March 2019 
enjoying the 
superbloom of 
flowers. We decided 
to run the Canyon 
Sin Nombre, when 
something caught 
us by surprise and 
we had to turn the 
Jeep around to get a 

closer look. It was shielded by plywood 
to protect it from the sun, and, yep, 
someone left a piano in the canyon. It 
was not a junky piano either, it was in 
great shape and seemed to be fully in 
tune. Further down the canyon we could 
see a campsite, but it was far enough 
away for us to question whether the 
piano belonged to this group or not. No 
one was occupying the camp, so we 
could not satisfy our curiosity and ask 
questions. So for the rest of the weekend 

we made up 
scenarios (nowadays 
I guess these clever 
comments are called 
“memes”) that 
would have brought 
that piano to a 
remote desert wash 
and discarded. Let 
us know if you see 
it next time you are 
in Anza Borrego! 
   ~ Debbie

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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Neal
Marian Johns put together a 

wonderful memorial for Neal on 
Saturday, February 1st at the Lytle Creek 
Community Center. Friends and family 

from near and far attended and shared 
their memories of and love for Neal. 
Every person there had been profoundly 
touched by him, and though his loss is  

a wound deeply felt, the wonderful 
memories of caring and exploration and 
good times he left us with are indelible. 
We miss you Neal. Trust us.



So where we goin’ and how we gonna get there?
When Bob Jacoby announced in 

October that after many years of service, 
he would be stepping down as Chairman 
of the Desert Explorers, it set the wheels 
in motion to find someone who might fill 
his shoes. Ruth Harder and Marian 
Johns, both past chairwomen, formed an 
ad hoc nominating committee and 
combed the DE membership for 
candidates. It turns out that though we 
have a lot of great leaders in our 
membership, all were heavily committed 
to big projects and big responsibilities 
already. This led to much discussion and 
the idea that a bunch of the DE old 
guard should get together and have an 
informal meeting to do a bit of planning, 
rather than continue to run things by the 
seat of our trousers as we have always 
done. Here is a distilled version of what 
came out of that meeting.

DE long range planning 
meeting 11/16/19

Attending: Allan & Ding Wicker, 
Marian Johns, Ruth & Emmett Harder, 
Jerry Dupree, Bill Neill, Vicki Hill & 
Dave McFarland, Bob & Sue Jaussaud, 
Debbie Miller-Marschke, Bill & Julie 
Smith, Jay Lawrence

Regrets: Nelson Miller

Initial general discussion 
We should try to organize our plans for 
DE officers a bit better so we don’t have 
such a scramble in the future to fill 
positions when someone steps down 
from a post. This would help insure DE 
longevity and future planning.

We should have term limits so leaders 
don’t feel like they have to serve in a 
post for decades. This would make the 
posts more attractive because there 
would be a defined commitment period 
and it could be planned for. It was 
suggested and approved by all that a 
good ‘anniversary’ for terms of service 
should coincide with our annual 
Rendezvous, since it is our biggest 

event with the most attendance. There 
was discussion of length of term, with 
one year or two years being the window 
most discussed. No final decision was 
made.
With all this in mind, Bob Jacoby agreed 
to stay on as Chairman through this 
year’s Rondy (2020). Bob Jaussaud will 
then take over the Chairmanship for a 
year with Marian Johns acting as 
Co-Chair for the meetings Bob is not 
able to attend. During this year, Bob will 
work with newsletter editor Jay 
Lawrence to learn the inner workings of 
putting the newsletter together, which 
Joso would take over at Rondy 2021. Jay 
agreed to throw his hat in the ring for the 
Chair at Rondy 2021 and also to groom/
select/cajole a Vice Chairman for 
assistance and possible succession. We 
would continue to call on our brain trust 
of past Chairpersons as nominating 
committee and guides.
We covered the idea of having a small 
committee for each of the other key 
leader positions, including Rondy 
Planning and Trip Planning. This would 
help share the work and give those 
leaders extra hands to rely upon. All 
agreed committees of about three people 
would work well. This was put into 
action starting with the Rondy 
committee, headed by Jerry Dupree and 
Bob Jacoby, who would see if they could 
draft Mignon and Glen to help out. The 
Trip Leader (Jerry) would benefit from 
having a couple of assistants to help him 
out as well. Stay tuned. Part of this move 
is to have additional hands to do the 
work, a side benefit would be helping 
cultivate potential new DE leadership.
Bill Smith, our treasurer will be scouting 
Alaska in the Spring with an eye toward 
building a home and moving there with 
Julie. He reported that he could keep 
handling the treasurer position remotely, 
as he does now from Flagstaff as long as 
everyone was OK with that, and 
everyone was. Bob Jacoby said he could 

back Bill up when he needed help, since 
he has handled that position in the past.

Website Deb Miller-Marschke reported 
that she is continually updating the 
website and that Suzy “Crazy Suzy” 
Johnson can back her up at a moment’s 
notice should she be unavailable to 
handle the work.

Pahrump Rondy 2020

Bob Jacoby and Jerry Dupree reported 
that Pahrump planning was at a crawl 
due to unreturned calls and emails and 
an ongoing indifference from the local 
venues. High cost of a room for the 
Silent Auction would wash out any 
potential proceeds from that event, so it 
was suggested that we do a raffle 
instead. Several folks suggested we ask 
Mignon Slentz and/or Glen Shaw for 
area suggestions and help on that front, 
since they live in Nevada and are 
familiar with the area. Area motels will 
be checked out for potential discounts on 
lodging. Bob Jacoby will contact 
Mignon. (This has been handled.)

Future meetings 
It was suggested that we have several of 
our management meetings during the 
year combined with trips, since it is clear 
that some of us will be traveling long 
distances to attend. This idea was met 
with wide acceptance and 
encouragement.

Trip Planning 
We will endeavor to create a continually 
updated trip calendar one year out so 
DE folks can do long term planning 
more easily.

Arizona Peace Trail 
Bill Smith will take over the planning 
and lead this trip

Long term membership growth 
All agreed that we should immediately 
find crossover groups that share our 
interests to exchange information and 
encourage new memberships. These 
could include:
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 • Petroglyph people, amateur 
‘glypholologists’

 • Desert study groups

 • Museums around the southwest

 • Schools with related studies

It was noted that we have a wide base of 
interests covered in our group and our 
trips, including archeology, geology, 
botany, mapping, history, caves, mining, 
rock art, trails and so on. We encourage 
folks to get out into the desert, learn 
more about it and “dig deeper.” We can 
and should look for new opportunities to 
make people aware of DE and we have a 
treasury that would support light 
advertising expense when opportunities 
present themselves.

DE identity 
Bob Jaussaud noted that we need to 
identify our group, so we can quickly 
tell folks who we are, what we do and 
what we stand for. This is important for 
encouraging future members as well as 
announcements and would give us a 
concise message when the opportunity 
to be seen in publications, 
advertisements and web entries. It was 
noted that our website has a terrific 
synopsis of this right now, but it needs to 
be distilled down to a short message of a 
few sentences. 

Current front runners are 

 1. “The Desert Explorers explore the 
desert and other areas responsibly, 
support the Mojave River Valley 
Museum and other worthwhile 
causes, share experiences with other 
Desert Explorers and have fun 
together.” 

 2. “We are bound by our love for the 
desert, respect for each other and the 
environment, support for the Mojave 
River Valley Museum and other 
worthwhile causes while having fun 
together.

Both are excellent. If you have a 
suggestion, please speak up.

Additional discussion

 • We support our parent organization, 
the MRVM in Barstow an we need to 
make a bigger deal of that. Scheduled 
work parties on site several times a 
year, more discussion and publicity 
through our newsletter and any other 
opportunities that present themselves.

 • We could take students and others 
who don’t have 4WD vehicles on our 
trips to encourage growth to folks 
who might want to participate but are 
reluctant because of lack of 
equipment.

 • We can look into ‘meet-up groups’ as 
a possible access point to interest 
new members.

 • We can do day trips and educational 
trips.

 • We can have quarterly “standing 
trips” on the calendar that need not 
be 4WD, but do cover a DE interest 
area. These could be calendared, 
planned and publicized well in 
advance of trip dates and could be 
highlighted on our trip calendar ad 
seasonal events.

 • Trip ideas put forward included 
Huntington Museum, Calico, Lucky 
Baldwin, Banana Museum, 

Homestead Museum (City of 
Industry), Fort Irwin Museum, San 
Pascual battlefield, William S. Hart 
Museum, Lake Los Angeles area 
museum, California missions, Malki 
Museum in Cabazon agave roast 
(October), Ramona Pageant, a 
Metrolink eco-tour trip, Ridge Route 
Association help repair Ridge Route, 
Antelope Valley Indian Museum, 
WWII campsite monuments near 
Joshua Tree. Ana Marie Albert has 
talked about leading a Gold Country 
trip in her area.

 • All agreed it should be a special 
effort to have current trip leaders talk 
about future trips around the 
campfire on their trips. It is a perfect 
time to come up with ideas and 
people who are enthusiastic and 
might lead or help lead a trip.

 • We can encourage ‘specialized 
knowledge’ trips, like tracking, plant 
identification, night sky photography. 
The person supplying the knowledge 
just needs to be along on the trip and 
help with planning, not necessarily 
lead it.

 • Current leaders should identify 
potential trips and can help grow new 
leaders from our ranks by suggesting 
“you and I should put that together 
and co-lead it.”

This is an ongoing conversation and 
your thoughts on these and any other DE 
topics are important. Please jump into 
the discussion and help move our group 
forward. Thank you all.

Rise up with the new dawn’s early morning
Feel the sunshine warm upon your face

Tomorrow’s come a long, long way to help you
Yes, it’s your saving grace
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by Bob Jaussaud 
In 1914 the Automobile Club of 

Southern California erected signs along 
National Old Trails across the Mojave 
Desert. In 1927 this route evolved to 
become Route 66, or the “Mother 
Road.” Sue and I traveled Route 66 on 
our honeymoon in 1968. In 1970 we 
bought our place on the Colorado 
River and Route 66 carried us back 
and forth for innumerable river 
weekends. In those years Route 66 
was still booming and traveling it 
was our wonderful introduction to 
the desert. We were so lucky to 
experience things like dining on 
Buster’s beans at Amboy or getting 
a burger at the Roadrunner or 
eating pickled pigs feet in the 
shade at Chabless or downing a 
frosty beer around the pool table at 
Cadiz Summit or, yes, even driving 
slowly through the speed trap set 
up near the Danby Court House. 
Unfortunately everything changed 
when Route 66 was bypassed in 
1973. Even so, Route 66 continues 
to be a popular historic byway, a 
beautiful gateway to a gentler time. 
So why has it been closed? 

It seems that in 2016, at 
California Senator Feinstein’s 
urging, the route was designated 
part of Mojave Trails National 
Monument by a Presidential 
Proclamation signed by President 
Barack Obama. Just a year later 
Route 66 was closed due to bridge 
washouts and remains closed 
today. But why can’t the bridges be 
repaired as they had been for over 100 
years? Well, it’s evidently because Route 
66 is now inside Mojave Trails National 
Monument. 

According to Robert Lovingood, San 
Bernardino County Supervisor,there are 
127 bridges on old Route 66. Many of 
these bridges saw service from the Dust 
Bowl days of the 1930s through the 

roaring 40s,50s, 60s, 70s… right up to 
the present. Most of the original bridges 
were of timber construction and many 
need repair or replacement. There were 
several bridges damaged by August 2014 
flash flooding,but these were quickly 
repaired by the County of San 

Bernardino and the road reopened. 
Unfortunately, Route 66 was closed 
again after another flash flood in July of 
2017. The quandary is that repair of the 
2017 damage has not even begun yet. So 
what is the holdup? One would think 
that a National Trails Highway in a 
National Monument would be a priority. 

Here’s the snafu. The Presidential 
Proclamation designating Mojave Trails 

National Monument also required that 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
prepare a management plan for the area 
within three years of its designation. The 
BLM has not done this. They are stalling 
because President Trump issued an 
Executive Order for the Interior  

Secretary to review most  
of the national monuments 
designated since1996 to 
determine if they should be 
reduced in size or eliminat-
ed. So, no management plan, 
no bridge repair. 

Also, Route 66 is now a 
historic highway inside a 
National Monument. That 
means that any bridge repair 
or construction must satisfy 
the cultural and biological 
issues raised by the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 
1970 (NEPA) and the 
California Environmental 
Quality Act of 1970 
(CEQA). According to Andy 
Silva, San Bernardino Policy 
Analyst, “Getting through 
NEPA and CEQA, even for a 
project within the right-of-
way, is difficult. And these 
bridges are historic, so you 
can’t just go in and throw in 
a concrete bridge. They have 
to be historically appropriate 
and still engineered 
correctly.” And… Who’s 
going to pay for all these 

new requirements? Certainly not the 
Federal Government. They are just 
making it very difficult for San 
Bernardino to move ahead and repair the 
bridges. 

Alas, the sad and frustrating bottom 
line is that much of Route 66 is closed 
and will remain closed largely because it 
is within Mojave Trails National 
Monument. We wish it weren’t so. 

Route 66 Got Federal Recognition… And Got Closed
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2019 Baja 1000 Race Watch and Mud Fest Trip Report
November 21-24, 2019 • by Jay Lawrence • Photos by Stan Sholik

I believe it is a basic truth that you 
never actually need an excuse to go to 
Mexico, and Baja California is right 
there within easy striking distance for 
most of us. Beautiful countryside, 
friendly people, outstanding food and 
quite a bit less of the urban blight that 
has been creeping in on most of the 
southwestern United States. 

Just to be extra diligent in our 
planning, Stan Sholik and I really did 
have a good excuse to go to Baja – to 
see the 52nd running 
of the Baja 1000 off 
road race. 

Sometimes the 
race is run down the 
length of the 
peninsula from 
Ensenada to La Paz, 
other years it is run 

in a loop, starting and ending in 
Ensenada. This year it was a loop. The 
loop version allows race teams to pit and 
service their vehicles more easily with 
fewer pit crews. Obviously, the logistics 

of having pit crews 
and equipment 
strung out over the 
thousand mile 
length of the Baja 
peninsula makes 
the loop version 
much more 
attractive to racers. 

By extension, it 
also makes 
spectating the race 

a little easier as well. With 
some judicious planning, you 
could see the racers early in 
the race, say Race Mile 100, 
then pull up stakes and travel 

cross-country and catch the racers later 
on the course, say Race Mile 700. That 
was our plan, but you know all those 
sayings about plans... 

Our plan was simple. Cross the 

border on 
Thursday 
morning, lunch 
in Ensenada, 
motor another 
70 or so miles to 
Erendira, camp 
overnight on the 
beach around 
Race Mile 102. 
In theory, the 

first motorcycles would be there Friday 
morning about 4-5 a.m. and the fastest 
trucks would arrive around noon.

We found the perfect spot about 30 
feet from the ocean, set up camp and had 
a ‘safe arrival’ beer. As predicted, loud 
race motorcycles hitting 90-100 miles 
per hour with lights blazing turned up at 
the appointed hour. But only three or 
four of them. What was up? A few more 
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bikes dribbled in over the next few 
hours, but nothing like the fifty or more 
bike and ATV entrants we expected.

After several hours and no 
racers, we talked to some 
folks who had a house nearby 
and a really good radio who 
told us “the course was 
deemed too muddy to run 
safely and the race was 
postponed for a day” for the 
first time in over 50 years. 
This was also a first for us, so 
we needed a new plan: Go off 
in search of a great seafood 
lunch, see new stuff and 
reconvene at Erendira for the 
race later that night. 

We found the great 
seafood in San Quintin and 
went out to see more of the 
southern end of the west coast 
race route. It WAS muddy! 
Like, packed your wheel 
wells with so much mud you 
could not steer the truck 
muddy. We headed north on 
the race route until the course 
crossed an uncrossable 
ravine. Had we attempted it, 
we would still be there today. 
I have no idea how the racers 
were going to negotiate it, but 
we rerouted east and north to 
get back to the Mexico 1 
pavement and Erendira.

Another camp setup and 
safe arrival beer and we were 
ready for the race.

Saturday morning arrived 
well before dawn with the 
fastest bikes blowing by us in 
the dark at 90-100 mph. Since 
it would be after noon before 
the Trophy Truck class 
vehicles (900 horsepower, 
160 mph “trucks”) would be 
there, we waited out the bikes 
then headed to the arroyo east 
of Erendira where the trucks would be 
guaranteed to be going flat out. Co-pilot 
and professional photographer Stan 

would be at the ready for some seriously 
great action shots.

Local fans stationed themselves in 

the arroyo with cameras, camp chairs 
and picnics and the racers blasted down 
the narrow course with their gas pedals 

pinned to the floor, their vehicles on the 
extreme edge of control. Loud doesn’t 
begin to describe the noise. Huge 

engines pounded the air. 
Tires pounded the ground 
and dust and rocks were 
going everywhere. Every 
spectator could feel each 
pulse of energy and 
drivers were pushing for 
any advantage they could 
gain. They were there and 
gone in a flash. It was 
spectacle up close.

Once the fastest 
classes were by, it was 
time to get on with our 
mission. First, find 
another great meal. This 
took the form of a 
wonderful homemade 
soup followed by chiles 
rellenos, rice, beans, 
tortillas and a soda.

Next, top up our gas, 
head south to our cross 
country turnoff and turn 
toward Valle de Trinidad. 
This is a long, narrow 
4WD back road with 
washouts and dropoffs 
that we would be 
negotiating as the sun 
was setting. We needed to 
cover some ground and 
we knew that some of the 
team pit crews would be 
using the same route, 
probably in much more 
of a rush than we were. 
This route needed a high 
level of attention. We 
were passed by support 
crews and everybody 
looked out for each other. 
We came across one crew 
truck in a rough place 
with a broken ball joint 
on their front suspension, 

but they assured us they had the problem 
handled so we pressed on. The sun set in 
our rear view mirror with Venus and 
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Saturn and the moon on the horizon as 
darkness fell. After another hour we 
finally saw the lights of Valle de Trinidad 
and both breathed a bit easier. Little did 
we know the night was just 
going to get a lot weirder.

Now that we had reached 
pavement again, we headed 
west for a couple of dozen 
miles, then turned north on dirt 
backroads heading toward our 
destination, Race Mile 695.  
We found mud. Everywhere. 
Deep mud, slippery mud, dips 
with mud, pond sized dips with 
mud, deep muddy ruts and 
ravines. This was territory we 
had covered many times over 
the years, but the mud made  
it a whole new ballgame. 
Finally we came to a ravine 
too deep and steep to dare 
crossing lest we end up 
spending the night in it.

For hours we tried different 
routes, plotted new tracks and 
got stumped every time. 
Finally, we decided to do an 
end around by heading further 
west on the pavement, then take 
a paved spur north toward 
Santa Catalina and double back 
east off road. After a few dead 
ends we found a perfect camp 
spot about fifty feet from where 
the racers would come down 
the course, set up camp and 
cracked another safe arrival 
beer. We built a great campfire, 
pulled out the camp chairs, 
some food and an excellent 
bottle of añejo tequila. The 
racers would arrive sometime 
after midnight and we would 
have ringside seats.

We honestly didn’t last that 
long. After the long day, we 
were beat and when the 
firewood burned down, we 
called it a day.

The big Trophy Trucks did fly by, 
each one with lights that looked like the 

sun was coming at you, each one 
thundering through the night at a 
fantastic speed having driven almost 
700 miles and over fourteen hours at 

that point, with another 150+ miles to 
go. This is a special kind of racing and 
it takes some seriously tough men and 

women to compete.
Once the sun was back up, we 

spectated a bit more and took pictures 
and agreed it had been a terrific couple  

of days. After breaking camp 
we headed back to pavement 
and Ensenada.

First things first when we hit 
Ensenada. We needed to find a 
carwash in the worst way. 
Muddy episodes in years past 
had taught us (the hard way) 
that you will get turned back at 
the U.S. Border if your muddy 
vehicle is deemed to be 
bringing too much “foreign 
soil” back into the country. We 
had this happen in 2007 and did 
not want a repeat performance. 
After an hour or more looking 
for a carwash in Ensenada and 
striking out miserably, we 
pulled into a gas station and 
asked. It turned out a HUGE 
modern carwash was right next 
door. For the princely sum of 
eleven dollars, mud was blasted 
off, floor mats washed, soap 
applied, truck scrubbed, rinsed 
and dried. Mission 
accomplished.

By now it was mid afternoon 
and some more super fresh 
seafood was in order. Fortunate-
ly we knew just the place – El 
Trailero just north of Ensenada. 
We went, we filled up on shrimp 
tacos with avocado, crema, 
pickled red onions and pico de 
gallo, and then we were official-
ly ready to head for home.

We headed to Tecate with 
the goal of having a quicker 
border crossing than the mess 
that is Tijuana. An hour or so in 
line, some conversation with 
armed, uniformed agents of the 
U.S. government, passports 
shown, a secondary inspection 

of the truck and presto! We were back in 
the United States. It was a great trip. 

                                   ~ Jay 
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We have several new and 
returning faces among us!  

Hope to see you out  
in the desert soon!

Steven & Cheri Reyes
Twentynine Palms, CA

Paul Ostapuk
Page, AZ

Joe de Kehoe
Estes Park, CO

Early morning breakfast hunt - Game camera photo by DE Trip Coordinator Jerry Dupree

Desert Explorers At Large

DE Meeting Minutes
Saturday, February 1, 2020 

We had a brief meeting after Neal Johns’ 
memorial gathering in Lytle Creek:
Previous Minutes Approved
Treasurer Bill Smith reported that we 
have a current bank balance of $4,174.14, 
66 families and 107 members. 
Newsletter All good, please keep sending 
in your stories and photos.
Rondy Meal information updated and 
new registration form is in this newsletter. 
Saturday night dinner will be spare ribs, 
BBQ chicken or vegetarian empanadas.  
It was noted that the Baker to Vegas law 
enforcement relay race will be held on 
April 4th, from Baker on Highway 127. 
If you are traveling to the Rondy, avoid 

127 on Saturday, as teams and support 
vehicles will slow traffic to a crawl.
Website Deb reported website is being 
worked on bit by bit. She is currently 
bringing the newsletter archive up to date. 
Museum No new MRVM news to report.
Trips We have two inbound Rondy trips, 
all Rondy trip info is updated on the 
registration form in the February 
newsletter.
New Business Tabled
Next Meeting We would like to have 
another meeting mid-March before the 
Rendezvous at Marian’s in Lytle Creek. 
Location and date will be announced by 
email blast. 
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San Andreas Fault Line
February 8-9, 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby & Jerry Dupree
This is the first of potentially a series 

of trips to drive along the San Andreas 
Fault or as close as we can possibly get 
to it. The goal is to be able to see and 
touch the fault as we travel in a generally 
southeast to northwest direction.

We will meet on Saturday morning, 
February 8, at the gazebo area next to the 
parking lot of the Brawley post office at 
401 Main St. in Brawley. (This is more 
or less where the fault begins.) We will 
then be tracing the fault toward the 
Salton Sea area and follow it up the east 
side of the Salton Sea. 

Among the areas we will be visiting 
on the first day will be the Imperial 
Wildlife Refuge, Obsidian Butte and 
Painted Canyon. There will be opportuni-
ties for lodging and camping at the end 
of the day in the Indio area. 

On Sunday we will follow the fault 
all the way to the White Water Canyon 
area. The majority of the roads both days 
will be rural paved roads. However, 
there will be stretches of dirt road that 
will require high clearance and possibly 
four wheel drive. 

We are very pleased to announce 
that Bill Neil has agreed to narrate the 
trip. Bill is a very knowledgeable 
geologist and his presence will add 
greatly to the trip. 

If you are interested in attending, 
please call or email Bob Jacoby.. 

Ocotillo to Borrego
March 19-21, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Start at Ocotillo, explore Dos 

Cabezas, Indian Hill and Mortero 
Canyon areas, hike to palms and pictos. 
Run southern Borrego trails, visit area 
highlights. Dry camp with “pot luck 
happy hour” Saturday night in ABDSP. 

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

April 3-5, 2020
Pahrump, Nevada

Mark your calendars now! We’ll have 
trips in the area and wine and dine in 
Pahrump. Trips, Rondy Dinner, and guest 
speaker info will be announced as things 
come together.

Rondy Inbound 
Exploration of the 

Armijo Route of the Old 
Spanish Trail
Friday, April 3, 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Meet at 11:00 a.m. at the Terrible 

Herbst Chevron Station on the west side 
of the I-15 in Jean, NV. We will gather 
in the back southwest corner.

We will proceed to Good Springs, 
over Wilson Pass and westerly to Black 
Butte and then to Calvada Springs, 
exploring some mine works and 
exploring the possible route of Antonio 
Armijo, the Mexican trader who 
established the Old Spanish Trail from 
Santa Fe, NM to the San Gabriel 
Mission in the Los Angeles, CA area.

We should be in Pahrump for Happy 
Hour.

Please email NEMiller47@yahoo.

com if you think you are coming so I 
have an idea of how many vehicles, but 
this is not mandatory.

Geology Trip from  
Shoshone to Pahrump 

Rondy Inbound
Friday, April 3, 2020

Leader: Bill Neill
Bill will present a program on 

geology of the Amargosa region 
designed for presentations to Audubon 
Society / Sierra Club / CA Native Plant 
Society. The inbound trip will consist of  
this presentation at Shoshone Museum, 
followed by a stop at the colorful 
volcanic roadcut exposure east of 
Shoshone along the highway to 
Pahrump.

Meet in front of Shoshone Museum 
between 1:30 and 1:50 for a 2 p.m. 
slideshow on “Geology of the Amargosa 
Region” between Death Valley and Las 
Vegas. Then we will caravan about 25 
miles on Highway 178 to Pahrump, 
stopping at one road cut through volcanic 
rock to view a black obsidian layer and 
mini-geodes. We should arrive at 
Pahrump by 4 p.m.

Geology of Titus Canyon 
into Death Valley 
 Rondy Day Trip
Saturday, April 4th, 2020

Leader: Bill Neill
From Pahrump, we will caravan 

northwest about 50 miles on highways 
to Beatty, then 26 miles on a one-way 
route down Titus Canyon into Death 
Valley. In Titus Canyon we’ll view 
dramatic geology with help from a 
geology guidebook, and tour the 

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
—  From the Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

mailto:gwdupree@aol.com


Leadfield ghost town. Upon reaching 
pavement at Scotty’s Castle Road, we 
will disperse in the afternoon for our 
return drive through Furnace Creek 
back to Pahrump.

Rondy Outbound 
Further Exploration of 

the Antonio Armijo 
Route of the Old  

Spanish Trail
Sunday, April 5, 2020 
Leader: Nelson Miller

We will depart from the Rondy at 
8:30 a.m. to further explore the possible 
route of Antonio Armijo, the Mexican 
trader who established the Old Spanish 
Trail from Santa Fe, NM to the San 
Gabriel Mission in the Los Angeles, CA 
area. We will proceed from Stump 
Spring and then westward toward 
Emigrant Pass and on to Tecopa, the 
Western Talc Mine, down Sperry Wash 
partially along the route of the T&T 
Railroad to Dumont Dunes and end at 
Salt Springs.

Please email NEMiller47@yahoo.
com if you think you are coming so I 
have an idea of how many vehicles, but 
this is not mandatory.

Tour of Ridge Route
May 9, 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
May 2020

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Details to be announced. 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
May 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear.  

Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

June 23-26, 2020
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
July 20-23, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern 

Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
October 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

On the drawing board 
 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 

Mountains near Idylwild
 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita

Get out there!
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Gold 
Country!
AnaMarie (Romero) 
Albert is planning to 

lead a trip in the 
California Gold 

Country this summer.
Since the majority of 
Desert Explorers will 

be coming from 
southern California, 
the trip will be five 

days, one on each end 
for travel and three in 
the middle for local 

exploration. AnaMarie 
would like your 

thoughts on what 
highlights of the area 

you would like to visit 
so she can start sorting 

out the details. 
If you think you would 
like to join her, email 
your questions and 

suggestions to 
anamariealbert@

gmail.com
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• Important Rondy Travel Notice •
If you’re going to the 2020 Desert Explorers Rendezvous,  

you should know that this is also the weekend for the annual  
Baker-to-Vegas Law Enforcement Relay Race.

This means that on Saturday, April 4th, Highway 127 from Baker to 
Shoshone will be mired in runners and support vehicles from before dawn 

throughout the day. If you are heading to Pahrump on Saturday,  
it would be a good idea to pick an alternate route.

Since it has been awhile between 
meetings I think it is appropriate to 
provide a brief summary of Desert 
Explorers activity as we head into 
February. Overall, the club is actually 
doing well thanks to an outstanding group 
of leaders. The specifics are as follows:

 A. Finance The club is sound 
financially. We have a balance in our 
bank account of around $4,000 and 
are in a good position to meet any 
future expenses and make additional 
contributions to the Museum. Our 
current membership is 107 individual 
memberships and 66 family 
memberships. Treasurer Bill Smith 
has done an outstanding job in 
managing this function. We are very 
fortunate to have his services!

 B. Newsletter We have an absolutely 
excellent monthly newsletter. It not 
only is great to look at, but the 
content is outstanding. Of course, the 
main person responsible for this 
excellence is editor, Jay Lawrence. 
Jay’s work is phenomenal and highly 

professional. One issue we have 
regarding the newsletter is getting 
enough content for Jay every month. 
We all need to work on that. A 
second issue is getting Jay some 
backup. We have been working on 
that for a while and are making some 
progress. Access to the newsletter is 
one of the great benefits of being a 
DE member.

 C. Rendezvous Although there have 
been some problems regarding 
obtaining the right venues, our 
upcoming Rondy in Pahrump, 
Nevada should be very good with 
some interesting trips and other 
events sand tours. The dates are April 
3-5 and it looks like this has the 
potential to be a great weekend both 
socially and adventure wise. One of 
the things that we could consider in 
the future is having a designated 
Rondy Coordinator to work with the 
President to plan the Rondys.

 D. Trip Schedule We have had some 
issues in the last few years as far as 
having enough trips. That has 
improved recently and we are getting 
closer to our goal of at least one trip 
per month. The basic problem is that 
we haven’t had enough leaders. 
Gerry Dupree has done a good job as 
the Trip Coordinator and that is 
helping us recruit more leaders and 

have more trips. There is so much 
talent and knowledge in this club and 
we need to take advantage of it. 

 E. Website Our website looks very 
good and it serves as a key asset for 
the club. It not only provides 
information for DE members but it 
also helps us recruit new members. 
Deb Miller has been working on the 
website since its inception and it has 
served us very well. Deb also serves 
as our official liaison with the 
Museum.

 F. Business Meetings Our bimonthly 
business meetings are very important 
and are very critical for the club’s 
success. The meetings are an 
opportunity to keep everyone 
informed regarding the status of club 
activities. They also are important 
from a social standpoint and provide 
an opportunity for DE to express 
their opinions on what is going on. I 
want to specifically thank Alan and 
Ding Wicker as well as Marian Johns 
for hosting the meetings. 

As I mentioned previously, the club is 
in a fairly healthy condition. We are a 
unique group that constantly learns from 
each other and has fun doing it. I will 
soon be stepping as Chairperson after the 
Rondy but, I have to say I love this club 
and greatly admire the people in it.

    ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby



Correct location for January: Father 
Crowley Overlook off Highway 190, 
Western Death Valley National Park. 
January location winners: Steven 
Faulstich, Albert Schioppi, Nelson 
Miller, Victoria “One-T” Mathews, 
Leonard Friedman and Craig Baker.

From the snowy heights of
the Sierras beyond the

deep shadows of Death Valley,
beloved and trusted by people

of all faiths. He led them
toward life’s wider horizons.

He passed this way

Father Crowley Overlook is at the 
head of Rainbow Canyon, AKA Jedi 
Transition and Star Wars Canyon 
because of all the Air Force jets that 
fly through the canyon at high speed. 
The canyon — more than 5 miles long 
and up to 5,000 feet wide — is about a 
three-hour drive northeast of Los 
Angeles, off State Route 190.

For first-timers, it may seem like an 
odd place to pull over. The desolate 
landscape offers little beyond the 
craggy hills, rocks and tufts of brittle 
flora that look as though a month of 
rain could never revive them. But the 
canyon is part of a restricted military 
airspace called the R-2508 Complex, 
used for air-combat training, 
supersonic flight tests and other 

military operations, and it’s been a 
magnet for plane spotters for several 
years.

Some of the pilots dive right at the 
start of the gorge, afterburners 
blazing. Others change course in the 
middle of the canyon, flying at eye 
level with spectators before dropping 
down. Some pilots fly straight through 
like a bullet.

The Air Force and Navy have used 
“Star Wars Canyon” as a training 
area since World War II, long before it 
became part of the national park in 
1994, according to Patrick Taylor of 
the U.S. National Park Service.

Most of the aircraft that pass 
through come from nearby bases such 
as Naval Air Weapons Station China 
Lake, Naval Air Station Lemoore, 
Edwards Air Force Base, Fresno Air 
National Guard Base and Nellis Air 
Force Base in Nevada. Foreign allied 
forces are also known to make flybys.

In 2010, the National Park Service 
installed a parking lot, a railing along 
the edge of the canyon and a bathroom 
at Crowley Overlook to accommodate 
the growing number of visitors.

The origins of the canyon’s 
nickname are up for debate. Some 
aviation enthusiasts talk about desert 
scenes in the “Star Wars” movie 

franchise that were filmed in Death 
Valley. The exposed rocks on the 
canyon walls remind them of Tatooine, 
the home planet of Anakin and Luke 
Skywalker.

Others suggest that the pilots who 
fly into the canyon feel as if they’re 
dropping into the trench of the 
Empire’s Death Star, avoiding fire from 
laser canons — just like Luke in “A 
New Hope.” ~ Bob P

Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word “lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the names of winners 
along with his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s Golf 
Course.” Bonus points for approximate 
GPS coordinates.
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Lost: Where Am I?

Last month? Father Crowley Overlook



2020 Desert Explorers Rendezvous
New, Improved Updated Registration Form

Wine Ridge RV Resort & Cottages 3800 Winery Rd • Pahrump, Nevada
April 3-5, 2020 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

All Names in Party

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

Fees The following fees will be charged: Amount Number Total

o Registration Fee (per vehicle) $10 x ____ = $_____________

o Saturday Night Dinner (per person) $17 x ____ = $_____________

  Overall Total $_____________ 

• The Saturday Night Dinner will be ribs, chicken or vegetarian entrees. The side dishes will include
a green and fruit salad, scalloped potatoes, beans, mac & cheese, mixed vegetables, roll and desert. 
Please note that we cannot bring any drinks, alcohol or otherwise, to the Elk’s Club, but they will have a 
bar for purchase of any kind of drink. Choose:   ___Ribs   ___Chicken   ___Vegetarian empanadas

• Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to Bill 
Smith, 2532 N 4th St # 445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004. We must receive registration materials no later 
than March 24th, 2019. There will be no refunds.

• Don’t forget a dish to share for the Friday potluck at 6:00. For any other questions about the Rondy 
contact Bob Jacoby (Jacoby.r@att.net) or Gerry Dupree (gwdupree@aol.com).

Current Schedule of Rondy Activities 2020 • Pahrump, Nevada 

Friday April 3 9:00  Inbound Trip to Pahrump Area led by Nelson Miller

1:30  Geology Trip From Shoshone to Pahrump led by Bill Neill. 
(Shoshone Museum)

5:00  Happy Hour (Wine Ridge RV Resort, 3800 Winery Rd., Pahrump, NV)

6:00  Potluck Dinner (Wine Ridge RV Report)

Please note there will be no silent auction this year.

Saturday April 4 Morning Trip into the Wheeler Pass Area – Glenn Shaw

Morning Geology of Titus Canyon Into Death Valley – Bill Neill

Morning Tour of Ash Meadows – Mignon Slenz

5:00  Saturday Happy Hour Begins (Elks Club Bar – All beverages to be 
purchased at bar) 

6:00  Dinner (Elks Club)

7:00 Presentation by Guest Speaker on the History of Pahrump (Elks Club)

Sunday April 5 10:00  Docent Tour of Pahrump Museum led by Bob Jacoby (Pahrump Museum)

10:00  Outbound Tour (Old Spanish Trail?)

12:00  Tour of Winery and Wine Tasting (11:30, 1:30, 3:30)

This list will be updated as we get closer to the actual Rendezvous dates
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Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al the kiddies' pal 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue's Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer ™Moneybagsº 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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