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Hiking in the 
Calico Mountains
Odessa Canyon 
and the Doran 
Scenic Loop

Text & photos by Danny Siler

I n January 2015 Nelson Miller led 
a four-wheel drive trip to the Calico 
Mountains. At our lunch stop atop 

the rim of a 
canyon, he 
pointed down 
and announced 
“that’s Odessa 
Canyon down 
there!” It 
was deep and 
narrow - my 
kind of place. 
Ever since then 
I’ve wanted to 
hike through 
there. It was easy to find on a topo map 
and finally I got my wish.

The Calico Mountains are well 
known for all the colors, shades of 
colors and blends of colors; vermilion, 
copper green, orange, brown, saffron 
yellow, maroon, and violet. And much 
geologic fascination from fault lines, 
folding, slate and schist. 

Castle Dome City
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After mining ceased, Odessa Canyon 

was joined with the former Bismarck 
Canyon and renamed Doran Scenic 
Loop after a county supervisor in the 
1930s. The massive Bismarck site is 
located on this route. This is home to 
at least a hundred adits, mine shafts 
and glory holes. With rappelling gear 
one could go all the way down into the 
bottom of a shaft.

Wildlife I encountered along the 
trail were lizards, a hawk, jack rabbit, 
a couple of desert rats, and one dead 
tarantula; but no snakes. Occasionally 
I saw some animal tracks and I believe 
they were coyote.

Being out there in the desert with 
no other humans provides solitude and 
the ability to imagine how the early 
miners, explorers, and settlers would 
have endured living and working in this 

environment. 
I enjoyed 
being out of 
the car and 
traveling on 
foot - close 
to nature, 
the dirt, all 
the sizes and 
shapes of 
colorful rocks, 
and the sound 

of the crunch underfoot.
ATV tracks abound at the bottom of 

the canyon but I don’t understand how 
they do it. This was definitely the most 
rugged canyon floor I’ve ever seen. But no 
foot steps. I was here mid-week and had 
the mountains to myself. On a weekend 
I could envision more folks coming to 
Calico for camping, off-road driving, and 

http://www.desertexplorers.org


target shooting for the gun enthusiasts.
On foot, once I left the car, I hiked 

the loop, stopped at many mines, 
explored side canyons, and was back to 
my car in about four hours.

Odessa Canyon begins at Calico 
Road about halfway between the Ghost 
Town and Mule Canyon Rd. Drive the 
car about a half-mile in, park, and get 
out and start walking.

I think a topo map is helpful. About 
three years ago the U. S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) made all their topo 
maps available free on the internet. I like 
caltopo.com. I can zoom in-or-out; create 
a pdf with latitude and longitude, and 
print on 8 1/2” by 11” paper. Carrying a 
hand-held GPS device is nice also. 

For an encore I returned late in the 
afternoon, drove my car uphill on an 
ATV track as far as I could and hiked to 
the top of a hill. From this vantage point 
I had 180 degree view of all the Calico 
Mountains. The sun set behind me which 
turns everything golden and cast long 
shadows for what my wife Norma  

calls “magic hour.”
I stayed overnight at the Oak 

Tree Inn in Yermo and enjoyed 
dinner at Peggie Sue’s diner.  
   ~ Danny
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The Anza Borrego / Overland 
stagecoach trail trip will begin March 
7, 2018 at the home of Jerry and Dolly 
Dupree in La Quinta at 9:00 a.m. We 
will drive past Merv Griffin’s house 
on the way to Highway 86 along the 
west side of the Salton Sea. We will 
turn off on Highway 78 and the first 

stop will be Font’s Point, four 
miles off road to the overlook 
of the Borrego Badlands. It is a 
spectacular view which has been 
in movies and is the site of a current 
television commercial. The next stop 
will be Coyote Canyon, which parallels 
the San Jacinto earthquake fault and 
was the route of the De Anza expedition 
which brought settlers from Sonora, 
Mexico to be the first non native settlers 
in San Francisco. They brought a herd 
of over 800 cattle and horses, which 
was how they packed lunch in those 
days. There are 130 metal sculptures 

around Borrego Springs, depicting 
prehistoric animals and other creations. 
We can drive out to them for pictures 
or to see them up close. There is a map 
showing what they are and and their 
locations. The sculptures by themselves 

are worth a visit to the area. The next 
stop will be the Anza Borrego State 
Park for lunch and a visit to the park 
headquarters to view exhibits and a 
video of the park. Anza Borrego is the 
largest state park and all of the other 
state parks would fit within its borders, 
completely surrounding the community 
of Borrego Springs. The De Anza 
expedition passed through and a woman 
delivered a baby while there. At the 

southern entrance to the town there is 
a large roundabout named “Christmas 
Circle” to commemorate the event. It 
serves as the town social center with 
various celebrations on weekends. We 
will reserve a group campground in the 

State Park for those with 
RVs or camping. We will 
also reserve a number 
of hotel rooms about a 
mile from the State Park 

headquarters in Borrego Springs. 
The trip will be at about the peak 

of wildflower season and if we are 
lucky, it will be as beautiful as it was last 
year. On March 8 we will tour part of the 
Overland Trail which was a stagecoach 
route which was the southern, all 
weather route from St. Louis, MO to San 
Diego, Los Angeles, and San Francisco. 
Our trip will head down the stage route 
on a paved highway to tour on of the 
Stage Stations which has been restored. 
There were stage stops every 20 miles 
to change horses, eat, and sleep, and 

Upcoming: Anza Borrego / Overland Trail Trip
March 7 & 8, 2018 • Leaders: Jerry & Dolly Dupree
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“refresh” for the next leg of the journey. 
During the Mexican American War, the 
Mormon Battalion traveled this route 
to serve in the largest battle of the war 
at San Pascual, which is 
located between Escondido 
and Rancho Bernardo. The 
soldiers ran into an obstacle 
in a box canyon, and using 
hand tools, carved a road 
out of the rocks wide 
enough to drive wagons and 
cannons through. During 
the battle, the Americans 
were surrounded and low on 
supplies and ammunition, 
and had to eat some of their 
mules. Kit Carson was 
able to sneak through the 
Mexican lines and get to 
San Diego for reinforcements, which 
won the battle. We have visited five sites 
of stage stations and have run across 
other parts of the Overland Trail during 
our travels. The highway connecting 
Gila Bend, Arizona to I-10 is a section 
of the route. 

We will head to Blair Valley, which 
is an off road trip to a Native American 
site that was probably occupied for 
thousands of years. There is a rock 

shelter, a kitchen area with evidence of 
smoke on the rocks, and a pictograph 
along a hiking trail. A pictograph is 
some type of paint or dye, while a 
petroglyph is etched in stone. Blair 
Valley, like the rest of our trip, is very 
scenic and interesting. 

We will arrange for frequent comfort 
stops, historical and scenic signs and 
plaques, and photo opportunities. Be 
sure to bring food to eat along the trip 

as the stops will be far 
apart with no restaurants 
along the way. We will 
make reservations in 
a local restaurant for 
Saturday dinner and 
Sunday breakfast. Please 
let us know if you will be 
going on this trip so we 
have a count for the state 
park group camp and meal 
reservations. With the 
wildflower season and the 
time of the year, we hope 
the weather cooperates for 
a very interesting, varied, 

and beautiful tour of the Anza Borrego 
desert. There are about 500 miles of 
roads, off road trails within the park.  
We will be seeing some of the high 
points.   ~ Jerry 

Explore Nevada Trip 
Report - Part II

October 26-28
Story and photos by Mignon Slentz

The internet conspired to waylay this part of last month’s 
Nevada trip report by Mignon... She perservered:

The group split up at Eden Creek Mill site, leaving 
Glenn, Mignon, Nelson and Ellen to cross Reveille Valley 
into the Reveille Mtns to look for the mining camp of 
Reveille. Silver was discovered in 1866 and the camp was 
active until 1875. We Camped overnight on top of a mine 
dump at Tybo. Silver ore was discovered there in 1870 
and by 1875 had a peak population of over one thousand 
people. There were several boom and bust cycles up to 
1944. We visited the very well preserved charcoal kilns, 
the old store, mill sites and cemetery. We said goodbye to 
Nelson and Ellen in Tonopah and continued on to Bullfrog 
where we camped at the red barn. It was Beatty Days and 
tours were being conducted at Rhyolite. We were the third 
group to see inside the train depot in 18 years.   ~ Mignon
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Group at Wyatt Earp home at Vidal

The Neal Johns Experience is always 
amazing and memorable, and more often 
than not, favorable. Here are a few pieces 
that might help explain our odd friend, 
how his mind works and what made him 
the character he is today. More dirt will 
follow in January ~ Editor

From the Baker Valley News, 1987:

West Edge of the East Mojave
OPPORTUNITY 

Recently, it has come to my attention 
(from several sources) that the world 
should be protected from unknowingly 
joining my trips into the wilderness. 
Several areas of concern were men-
tioned: my leadership, my appearance; 
my morals; my intelligence; etc. 

No doubt these stories originate from 
lie-a-beds, rum runners, hot pool sitters 
and other such degenerates rather than 
true desert rats and other dedicated 
explorers of the far edges of the world. 

However, in all fairness, I have 
decided to hold a contest for the best 
letter defining and discussing my alleged 
shortcomings. The contest will be 
judged by an anonymous group of my 
peers to be selected by the editors of this 
yellow rag. The winner will be published 
(anonymous, if desired). Anyone who 
has been on a trip led by me is eligible to 
enter. Send your entries to: Baker Valley, 
Baker, CA.

   Neal Johns
– • –– • –– • –– • –– • –

SHORTCOMINGS OF NEAL JOHNS 
April 6, 1987
I was very shocked at the “West Edge 

of the East Mojave” article Opportunity 
which appeared in the March 5, 1987 
issue of the BVN. Neal Johns is a 
perfect leader. Hopefully his intimate 
lady friends are the only people aware of 
his “shortcomings.”

This opportunity should be used to 
discuss Mr. Johns’ many attributes rather 
than his meek appearance, loose morals 

or lack of intelligence. The first of Mr. 
Johns’ many attributes that come to 
mind is.............

Thank you very much for this 
opportunity.

  Sincerely,
  H. S. Mangler,
  Canyon Lake, CA

– • –– • –– • –– • –– • –
DEAR BAKER VALLEY NEWS: 
Regarding the “Neal Johns 

Shortcomings” contest ann ounced 
in the March 5th issued of BVN. We 
would like to throw in our modest 
opinions. First of all, we must establish 
our eligibility to enter the contest. As 
veterans of approximately 20 trips led by 
Mr. Johns, over a span of about 4 years 
(1978-1982) we feel competent to judge 
his leadership abilities. 

We would like to make several points:
 1. The abstinent Mr. Johns 

unscrupulously takes advantage of 
his beer-drinking buddies to con vince 
them that he knows better camping 
places, even though the sun has set 
hours ago and it means traversing the 
back roads of Baja in pitch darkness. 
(This “expert” leadership had pre-
dictable results.)

 2. Mr. J. has proven to be a dishonest 
and conn iving character. One of his 
buddies (a veteran of the above-
mentioned expedition) has in his 
possession a sworn statement that 
Mr. Johns would sell his Land 
Cruiser and never go off road again. 
(This was written after extraction 
from the predicament outlined 
above.) Obviously he has not kept his 
word.

 3. His moral decay and degeneracy 
have made them selves clearly 
evident in his constant leering and 
ogling, not to mention drooling all 
over his Indian Guide. She also 
reported being groped in the middle 
of the night by an in truder in her 

tent. She identified the “groper’ by 
the Starburst candy and Mountain 
Dew on his breath. (These items are 
well know to be Mr. Johns’ dietary 
staples.)

 4. Along this same line, what more 
can you say about a man who would 
sleep with your mother -in-law?

 5. His utter disregard for human life 
was made known to us when he 
lured three unsuspecting novice 
rock-climbers into a blind canyon 
and forced us to scale sheer cliffs, 
laughing maniacally all the while.
We feel that the above statements 

represent a good cross-section of Mr. 
Johns’ many shortcomings as a desert 
guide. It is high time that his displays of 
lechery and senility be brought to light, 
and we thank you for this opportunity.

We expect to be returning to 
California in the future, and look 
forward eagerly to confronting Mr. 
Johns and forcing him to lead us on 
another of his exciting and anything-but-
ordinary expeditions!!!

Thank you,
Sincerely
(Anonymous)
Panama City, Forida

– • –– • –– • –– • –– • –
MOVING SALE 

Move to an up-scale neighborhood 
necessitates sale: 

Wife - used but serviceable, one 
owner, can ply/fly broom, placid 
disposition some of the time, answers 
to Sue, healthy, maintained by 
professionals at mall, employed, comes 
with shoes, polished back, some grape 
juice stains on front which do not affect 
usability. In original packaging, no 
instruction book. Best offer.

  Robert Phillip Jaussaud
– • –– • –– • –– • –– • –

Potential Rendezvous Events: 
Ugly spouse contest - This 1s 

something that everyone can enter! 

Neal Johns: The Man. The Myth. The Legend. 
Assorted works, critiques and biographical material. Part One



6 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 259 DeceMbeR 2017

Spouse does not have to be your 
own. Think of the possibilities! ID of 
submitting person will not be checked. 

Stick Lizard Story Contest - 
Everyone has run across/over the famous 
desert dweller, the Stick Lizard. Tell 
your favorite story about this lizard that 
carnes a sharp stick around, sticks it in 
the sand on hot days and then climbs up 
on it to keep its feet cool. 

Montezuma Bush Race Contest - 
Contestants will run a 50 yard course, 
turn around a bush, bury a square of TP 
and return to Start. Points will be given 
for style.

– • –– • –– • –– • –– • –

Indian Guides 
by Neal Johns 

Long time Desert Explorers have 
heard about my Indian Guide ad 
nauseum but here it is for you newbies. 

I grew up in the desert and explored it 
via two wheel vehicles but my first 4WD 
(an FJ-40 Landcruiser) was purchased 
in 1977. My first wife (a nice lady who 
understandably got fed up with me after 
21 years) had dumped me and I retreated 
to the sand for healing. The Landcruiser 
was my only vehicle and it took the 
same route to work every day. Behold! 
Three blocks from my house a clone was 
parked on the curb. Same year, same 

color It was in front of an apartment 
house so the identity of the owner was 
unknown. 

One day, there was a pair of feet 
sticking out from under the clone. 
Landcruiser owners are a clannish breed 
who stick together against Jeep People 
(a lesser breed) so I took the opportunity 
to meet this kindred soul. First, to get his 
attention, I kicked the bottom of his foot 
and said “Sir, this is the ugliest Jeep I 
have ever seen! Would you mind parking 
it off the street where people can’t see 
it?” Well, that got his attention all right , 
he came boiling out from underneath the 
vehicle and glared down at me from his 
six foot three height, so just before he 
killed me I grinned and pointed over my 
shoulder at my identical Landcruiser and 
all was well. It turned out he was new in 
town (a Southern boy in the Navy) and 
they (Sam Daniels and his wife Bobbie) 
were interested in exploring the desert. 
The Daniels became friends and we 
indeed saw a lot of desert together. 

What does this have to do with Indian 
Guides? When I got my 4WD m 1977, 
I was ahead of the rest of the world. 
There were no 4WD mini-pickups 
carpeting the desert so it was hard to find 
someone to go out with. At work when 
an invitation to go in my passenger seat 
was given out they would yawn and 
walk away. But things change. 

Bobbie’s mother came out to visit her 
in California and we all took her to the 
desert for show and tell. It was a nice 
sunny day so when Bobbie said “Mr. 
Johns, (I hate it when young people call 
me Mr.) would it be alright if I took my 
top off to get a tan?” Well, everyone 
knows I’m not one to stand in the way of 
a good tan, and knowing that she worked 
her way to her Art Degree by modeling 
for the Art classes, and her husband and 
her mother were there and well what 
could I do but say All Righhtttt! 

Being mterested in Photography 
(note the capital P) I strolled over 
nonchalantly and asked if it was OK to 
take her picture sitting there on the rock 
wearing a headband and panties. OK 
was the answer and luckily the camera 
had film in it. Well then, is it OK to 
show it to the boys at work? “Sure”, 
came the answer. 

Next week an 8x10 Photo (note the 
capital P) appeared on my desk. It didn’t 
take long to attract a crowd all askmg 
who that was. “Oh her? That’s just my 
Indian Guide; you know I go to the 
desert a lot and the only way to find the 
waterholes and scenic spots are to have 
an Indian Guide.” The cries of “When 
do we go?” were music to my ears!

My IG is livmg in the desert with 
Sam near Kingman and still has great 
lungs.      ~ Neal

The Chairman’s Corner k Bob Jacoby

A
     
s everyone is aware the DE 
Rondy this year will be in 
Ridgecrest on April 6-8, 2018. 

Last month we talked about Petroglyph 
Canyon which is the big attraction in that 
area. However, I think it is also 
appropriate to talk a bit more about the 
town of Ridgecrest. In addition, we can 
take a look at some of the potential trips 
that are right there in Indian Wells Valley 
near Ridgecrest.

As evidenced in Petroglyph Canyon, 
Native Americans were in this area  

 
thousands of years ago. In the 19th 
century the area was explored by Kit 
Carson and John C. Fremont among 
others. However, the city of Ridgecrest, 
originally known as Crumville, was 
not created until around 1900. By 1941 
there were enough people in Crumville 
to warrant a post office. The postal 
authorities didn’t like the name Crumville 
and suggested the name Ridgecrest. 

The real growth in Ridgecrest and 
the Indian Wells Valley came with the 
establishment of the China Lake Naval  

 
Ordinance Test Station during World War 
II. The Navy rapidly acquired land in 
the Valley, including Petroglyph Canyon 
and built an airfield to serve the aircraft 
testing ordinance developed on the base. 
This facility has continued to grow and 
it is a critical base for the U.S. Navy. 
The great thing about this facility is that 
Petroglyph Canyon is well protected by 
the US Navy!

There are lots of opportunities for trips 
in this area. Below are a few that I have 
done that could be part of our Rondy:
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 • Trona Pinnacles We will definitely 
have a tour of the Trona Pinnacles. 
The Pinnacles are made of Tufa and 
create a fantastic, eerie landscape that 
is very unusual and very beautiful. A 
network of dirt roads wing their way 
thru the landscape making it perfect 
for a day trip. This is a must outing 
on the Rondy weekend.

 •  The Five Fingers As you look 
west from Ridgecrest and the Indian 
Wells Valley a large canyon appears 
as a gap in the eastern wall of the 
Sierras. On the north side of this gap 
there is a cluster of five white granite 
spires. I explored this about ten years 
ago and although the road was a bit 
of a challenge, this proved to be a 
spectacular trip with great scenery 
and stunning views of the Indian 
Wells Valley. 

 

• El Paso Mountains Perhaps no other 
mountain range in the Mojave 
offers a better collection of beautiful 
rock formations and old mines. To 
properly explore this range, which 
essentially forms the southern 
boundary of the Indian Wells Valley, 
it takes a full day. The trip is loads 
of fun and offers a wide variety of 
attractions including the legendary 
Burro Schmidt Tunnel.

 • Coso Mountains Most of the Coso 
Range is situated along the east 
side of the Owens Valley. Much of 
the range is within the boundary of 
the China Lake Naval Air Weapons 
Station and is normally closed to 
the public. This includes Petroglyph 
Canyon. However, there is a remote 
and fascinating part of this range 
that is open. I have done this trip a 
number of times and I can safely say 
it is an unusual and very remote tour 

that is particularly interesting if you 
are into pumice and other volcanic 
features.

 • Panamint Range The Panamint 
Range, which forms the western 
edge of Death Valley, is not that far 
away. There are multiple attractions 
and four wheel drive challenges in 
this area. Fortunately, some of our 
DE members have some expertise 
regarding the Panamints and I’m 
hoping we can put together at least a 
one day trip in this area at the Rondy. 

That is far from an exhaustive list of 
possible excursions out of Ridgecrest. 
There are many other possibilities for 
fun trips. If you have expertise in any of 
these areas or have other ideas, please 
consider leading a trip. I can provide 
you with possible routes including GPS 
coordinates. A great time can be had  
by all!      ~ Bob

DECEMBER 16TH

S H O R T  B U S I N E S S  M E E T I N G  -  T H E N  W E  PA R T Y !

S A T U R D A Y

E A T ,  D R I N K &  B E  M E R R Y

A N N U A L  G A G  G I F T  T H E F T  G A M E  !
B E  T H E R E !

1 1 A M  •  P OT  LU C K  LU N C H

2017

Desert Explorers

Christmas

Our Annual Christmas Party
at Ding & Allan Wicker’s home

Mark your calendars! Details are in the Upcoming Trips & 
Events section on page 8.

Driving Directions: In Claremont from the I-10 go north on 
Indian Hill Blvd. Past Foothill Blvd. At the third break in the 
median (counting from Foothill) turn left into the entrance to 
Griswold’s townhomes. You will see a set of three gates connected 
to an ivy-covered wall and tile-roofed townhomes.

From the I-210 eastbound the closest exit is Towne Ave. Then 
south (right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on Foothill to Indian Hill.

From the I-210 westbound get off at Baseline and go west 
on Baseline to Indian Hill Blvd. Turn left (south). Approach the 
northern-most gate at the entrance. Stop there, and at the keyboard 
punch 037. (There is a directory.) That will ring Allan’s phone, and 
he will answer and open the gate from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through it turning right immediately. 
Then follow the street until the first left opportunity. Turn left and 
again left at the next opportunity. The address is 1430 Sitka. Park in 
any available parking area-not along the curb. The 1430 on the side 
of the house should be visible from the street.

Walk up the driveway, and follow the sidewalk to the house 
entrance. Desperation calls for assistance (909) 445-0082.



Desert Explorers  
Christmas Party

Saturday, December 16, 2017
Ding & Allan Wicker’s home
11:00 a.m. potluck lunch, gag gift 

exchange. Don’t forget to mark your 
calendar for the D.E. Christmas Party. 
As usual, it will be held at the Wickers. 
There will be a short meeting before the 
festivities and then a yummy potluck 
lunch followed by our annual gift-
robbing gift exchange. Gifts should be 
$15 or under and marked for a man, lady 
or unisex. It is recommended that if you 
bring a lady’s gift, then you should pick 
a lady’s gift, during the exchange (same 
goes for a man’s or unisex gift). That 
way some poor man won’t end up with a 
lady’s gift he really doesn’t want.

Second Segment of the 
Heritage Trail

Fri-Sun, February 23-25, 2018
Leaders: Neal & Marian Johns, 

Nelson Miller
This will be a three day trip because 

there’s a lot of territory to cover – 
approximately 175 miles through a 
portion of the East Mojave. The Second 
Segment of the Heritage Trail begins in 
old Ivanpah and ends at Rocky Ridge. 
We will meet at the Yates Well Rd. exit 
(exit #291) on I-15 at 11:00 on Friday, 
the 23rd. That is the exit before the 
Stateline and Primm casinos. More 
details will follow in the January & 
February D.E. Newsletters.

MRVM Work Party 
and Trip to Inscription 

Canyon & Opal Mountain
Sat/Sun January 13-14, 2018

Leader: Nelson Miller
Several months ago we discussed the 

possibility of a work party at the Mojave  
River Valley Museum, which is the  
 

primary organization of which Desert 
Explorers is a part. The Museum can 
use lots of help, cleaning, organizing, 
cataloging, yard work, moving artifacts, 
and installing 5/8 life-size Old Spanish 
Trail cut-out figures. 

Saturday, January 13, meet at 
11:00 a.m. at the Mojave River Valley 
Museum, 270 E. Virginia Way, Barstow, 
CA 92311, phone 760.256.5432, for 
a work party. We will work until 4:00 
and then proceed to camp and Happy 
Hour. Please advise Nelson Miller at 
NeMiller47@yahoo.com, or by phone at 
760.247.0984 if you will attend the work 
party so we can schedule an appropriate 
amount of work. Also advise me of any 
special skills such as construction of 
interior walls or electrical. 

Also remember that the Museum has 
the best bookstore anywhere regarding 
the Mojave Desert, so if you want to 
purchase any books, this would be a great 
opportunity. We can probably persuade 
the Museum to give a 20% discount for 
all those attending the work party. 

Sunday, January 14, we will tour a 
number of sites described in Bill Mann’s 
Volume 1, Interesting and Mysterious 
Sites in the Mojave, including 
Inscription Canyon, Birdman and 
Spiderman petroglyphs, Black Canyon 
Stage Stop, Tillman signature, intaglios, 
Scout’s cave and opal mine. We will 
also explore a guzzler. Over 10,000 
petroglyphs have been recorded around 
Black and Opal Mountain, so we will 
have plenty to see. If you are unable to 
attend the work party, but wish to go on 
the trip, please email Nelson Miller at 
NeMiller47@yahoo.com, for directions 
and time to meet either Saturday evening 
or Sunday morning. 

Please email NeMiller47@yahoo.
com, with any questions, suggestions, or 
other information.

Anza Borrego Area 
and Overland Stage Trail
Wed/ Thurs March 7 & 8, 2018
Leader: Jerry & Dolly Dupree

This mid-week trip will launch at 
9:00 a.m. at the La Quinta home of 
Dolly and Jerry Dupree. Scenic stops 
at Merv Griffin’s house, Font’s Point 
overlooking the Borrego Badlands 
and Coyote Canyon and the Borrego 
Dinosaurs. Overnight in a group camp 
in the State Park. Thursday, run parts 
of the stage route and visit station sites. 
On to Blair Valley. More trip details and 
photos of the area and sights are in an 
article by Jerry in this newsletter.

2018 Annual DE Rendezvous
Fri-Sun, April 6-8, 2018

We’ll have inbound and outbound trips, 
local trips Saturday and Sunday, great 
food and great people. Look for more 
details plus a registration form in this 
and future newsletters. Don’t wait to 
sign up. This is going to be a good one!

In the Planning Stage 

 • Hastings Cutoff - Spring 2018  
Bill Powell is putting together an 
October trip in Nevada for 2-3 days. 

 • Route 66 original alignments. Bob 
Jacoby will put this together and lead 
it in Spring 2018. Four day trip will 
go from the New Mexico border to 
Victorville in segments so people can 
join for all or part of the trip.

 • Tour of Death Valley - Early 2018 
Emmett Harder and Matt Jones could/
would co-lead sometime February/
March 2018. Could include the race-
track, Ubehebe Crater, Skiddoo, Old 
Woman Springs. Details to follow.

 • Butte Valley and Emmett’s cabin area. 
Emmett Harder. Possible second trip to 
this area of Death Valley. Early 2018 
due to heat in Spring.
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Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
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2018 Rendezvous
Registration Form

Desert Empire Fairgrounds & Events Center
520 South Richmond Road • Ridgecrest, CA 93555

April 6-8, 2018 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

All Names in Party

Street Address

City State Zip

Phone Email

Fees:

The following fees will be charged: Amount Number Total

o Registration Fee (per vehicle) $10 x ____ = $_____________

o Saturday Night Dinner (per individual) $16 x ____ = $_____________

o Tent Camping (per night) $20 x ____ = $_____________

o Full Hookup Camping (per night) $30 x ____ = $_____________

  Grand Total $_____________ 

• Please circle your menu choices and number of meals:

___ Barbecue Beef    ___ Barbecue Chicken    ___ Barbecue Pork     ___ Vegetarian

If you have specific dietary needs, you will need to bring your own food.  

• Please note there are numerous motels within a mile or so of the Rondy site.

• Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to 
Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St, Cypress, CA 90630. We must receive registration materials no later 
than March 31, 2018. There will be no refunds.

• Don’t forget a dish to share for the Friday potluck at 6:00 in Sage Hall on the Fairgrounds. 
Please note there cannot be any alcohol at the potluck or anywhere inside the Fairgrounds.

• Also, remember to bring something for the Silent Auction. Contact Bob Jaussaud
(usontheriver@gmail.com or Steve Marschke (stevemarschke@gmail.com) if you have any 
other questions regarding the Silent Auction.

• Questions? For any other questions about the Rondy contact Bob Jacoby (Jacoby.r@att.net) 
or Jerry Dupree (gwdupree@aol.com). 

mailto:usontheriver@gmail.comorSteveMarschke
mailto:stevemarschke@gmail.com
mailto:Jacoby.r@att.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com


I like being prepared and plan 
things ahead of time so everything goes 
smoothly and falls together by gravity.  
I have known people who just sort of toss 
things in a pile and hope they brought 
everything they need for a trip or other 
adventure. We have been on hunting trips 
where everyone depends on each other 
to bring the right equipment and being 
prepared. I went duck hunting with five 
other guys and was the only person to 
bring a can opener. One of them didn’t 
bring gloves and it is not possible to 
adequately describe what cold hands  
feel like in a duck blind before the sun 
comes up. 

A hunting party drove for hours and 
then several miles up in the mountains to 
hunt deer for a week. One guy forgot his 
deer tag at home, which required someone 
to drive him to the nearest town to find 
a telephone so he could call home to ask 
his wife to find his deer tag and overnight 
mail it to a convenience store and hope 
it would arrive before opening day. Then 
someone would have to drive him down 
the mountain into town to the convenience 
store and hope the mail had been 
delivered, which it fortunately did and he 
was able to hunt with us after imposing on 
the whole group. 

The above are lessons why we need to 
make lists to know what to bring and what 
essentials not to forget. Computers are 
wonderful and it is a good idea to make 
packing lists for each kind of trip, whether 
it is a weekend in a hotel, an extended 
vacation with a weight limit for air travel 
as well as forbidden items, or a hunting 
or off road trip. We bring one gallon of 
drinking water per person per day, and 
enough for the vehicle should it overheat 
or a hose breaks. 

We check off our list as we pack the 
vehicle on a first in -last out basis. We 
have refined our lists over time for those 
little things that could be overlooked. It 
makes things simpler when it comes time 
to leave home behind and have a good trip 
without problems or worry. ~ Jerry 
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Check Lists
by Jerry Dupree

Usually at this time in November 
we would be writing an article about 
our annual Thanksgiving feast on the 
river, but this year was an exception. 
Instead of Desert Explorer friends, we 
had painters overrunning the place and 
a refrigerator on the fritz. Well, sort 
of. The ice maker in Sue’s refrigerator 
was out of order. This was a major deal 
as Sue was very unhappy with broken 
plastic auger parts falling into her wine 
glass instead of ice. The auger is the 
thing that shoves the ice (if you happen 
to have any, which we didn’t) out when 
you push the ice button. Also, as many 
of you know I require ice in my wine 
and once you have been spoiled having 
an ice maker, it’s really tough to deal 
with ice cube trays. The situation had 
reached a critical point. 

Things started to look up after I visited 
eBay on line. I was amazed to locate a 
functioning ice cubemaker identical to 
ours for a very reasonable price. Now all 
we needed was a new auger to dispense 

the ice. Again searching the internet,  
I found that too! Lucky day! I ordered 
both items and they arrived just a day  
or so later. The ice maker went in easily, 
but the auger was a challenge. Back on 
the trusty internet and Voila! I found 
a video on YouTube showing how to 
replace an auger in a refrigerator just 
like ours. Easy peasy! A few hours after 
putting the refrigerator back together, 
we had ice to our hearts’ content. Yes! 
There would be plenty of chilled wine 
for Thanksgiving and, even better, on 
Thanksgiving Eve, after 3 weeks of 
disrupting our lives, the painters finally 
completed their work, loaded their stuff 
in their trucks and drove away to find 
another turkey. 

So, even though we missed everyone, 
Thanksgiving alone with ice on the 
desert was wonderful. Did I mention that 
we were free to shop on Black Friday? 
Ha! That’s another story. 

Hope you all enjoyed a wonderful 
Thanksgiving weekend too. ~ Bob

Our 2017 Thanksgiving Alone
by Bob Jaussaud

Happy Halloweenie!
Steve and I went to a party Saturday. I was Cleopatra 

and Steve was Super Mario. I told Steve as we drove over 
to the party he was NOT allowed to drive like Mario !!! 

 Last night I passed out candy dressed as a hot dog. 
That costume was so dumb I could not resist! But the 
kids went cuckoo for it. I also passed out packets of 
mustard with the candy. The kids absolutely LOVED that, 
some liked it more than the candy! They’d run from my 

porch shouting “ Mom! Mom! I got mustard! “ It was freakin hilarious.
Today I have a yoga class. Someone in my class asked if I was going to dress up again 

for yoga. Hmmm... I am thinking “hot dog yoga.” Sounds like a plan. ~ Deb



The correct answer for the November 
Mystery Spot is the Aguereberry Point 
in Death Valley. And the winners for 
November will remain a mystery until 
Bob Pelzman is found again in January!

Pete Aguereberry was born in 1874 
into a Basque family in France. At an 
early age he read about the wonderful 
gold discoveries in California and 
begged his father to let him come to 
the United States. When he turned 16 
his father relented, and Pete sailed for 
America in 1890. 

For the next several years he 
struggled to learn the language while 
taking on a number of jobs. He worked 
as a handball player, sheepherder, cattle 
driver, milk truck driver, ice delivery 
man, ranch hand and stage driver until 
he wound up in Goldfield around 1902. 

He came out to this area in 1905, 
and in June of that year he almost 
died trying to cross Death Valley in 
summer heat. He was found and nursed 
back to health by Oscar Denton, the 
caretaker for the Greenland Ranch, and 
just a month later was headed up to 
Ballarat with Shorty Harris. Along their 
journey Pete found a ledge that looked 
promising, and indeed it contained free 
gold. Pete filed claims for himself on the 
north side of the hill while Shorty took 
claims on the south side. 

By August, at least 20 parties were 
working in the area and samples of the 
gold were assayed as high as $500 a ton. 
Three hundred men and women settled 
into the camp which became known as 

Harrisburg. Originally Pete and Shorty 
had agreed to call it Harrisberry, but 
Shorty changed the name in telling 
the story about it. Water was brought 
in from Emigrant Spring, Blackwater 
Spring and Wild Rose Spring. 

By 1907 the Eureka mine was tied up 
in a litigation battle that ended in 1909 
when Pete got control of the claims. 
Pete worked at the mine from 1907 until 
the early 1930’s when his health was 
failing him. Except for some help from 
his nephew in his later years, the Eureka 
mine was built and worked by Pete 
alone. Pete died on Nov. 23, 1945 and he 
is buried in Lone Pine, California. 

To reach the area where Pete 
Aguereberry lived and worked for over 
40 years, take Hwy. 190 past Stovepipe 
Wells and up Emigrant Campground. 
Turn left following the signs to Wildrose. 
In about 10 miles there will be a turn off 
for Aguereberry Point. When you turn 

here you will come to the Aguereberry 
camp a mile down the road. At 
Aguereberry camp you will find Pete’s 
original cabin built in 1907. It is a two 
room structure containing a gas stove 
and refrigerator. Pete lived here from 
1907 until his death in 1945. The middle 
cabin was built in 1941 as a guest house 
and the cabin to the left was built around 
1946 for an unknown reason. 

Around the corner is the site of the 
Eureka gold mine. The tunnels have all 
been stabilized with netting and are safe 
to enter but you will need a flashlight. 
In the winter the mine is closed with a 
bat gate due to hibernating Townsend’s 
long eared bats. The mine opens again 
in spring. 

In his later years Pete would take 
visitors on a tour of his mine and what 
he called “The Great View” of Death 
Valley. If you follow the road further 
on, you will reach this view. It was later 
named Aguereberry Point in honor of 
Pete. ~Bob P

I can’t believe it, but Bob is lost 
again. Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word “lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the names of winners 
along with a his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. 

This month, Bob needs to know 
what is directly under the Red Arrow. 
Your answer should let him know what 
area he is in, such as “The southern part 
of Death Valley near the Devil’s Golf 
Course.”
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Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 

Lost: Where am I?



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form

12 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 259 DeceMbeR 2017

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Newsletter Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5851 Shirl Street Cypress CA 90630 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com
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