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Dale Mining 
District

Friday-Sunday, June 2-4
Leader: Nelson Miller

Photos: Bill & Julie Smith

W    
e explored the Dale Mining 
District, east of 29 Palms 

and visited the Old Dale and New Dale 
townsites, a couple of mill sites, and a 
bunch different mines and mill sites. 
There were large structures still standing 
at several of these sites. Most of the 
mining in the Dale District occurred 
from 1883 into the 1920’s. Mines of the 
High Desert, by Ronald Dean Miller, 
describes the mines, people and history 
of this mining district.   ~ Nelson

Castle Dome City

 
In This Issue

Dale Mining District ................................1
Touring the Santa Ana Mountains ...........3
The Quest for White Pocket ....................5
Saline Valley Salt Tram ...........................7
Ballarat Skies ...........................................8
Game Camera Photography ....................9
Odds & Ends ..........................................10
Calendar of Upcoming Trips  ................11
Things that make you go “Hmmm” ........12
Lost: Where am I? .................................13
Leader List & Subscription Info ...........14
www.desertexplorers.org

http://www.desertexplorers.org


2 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 254 july 2017

Dale Mining District with Nelson



Touring the Santa Ana Mountains
By Bob Jacoby • Photos by Norma and Danny Siler

Our DE tour of the Santa Ana 
Mountains finally took place on 
Saturday, June 10th. This interesting 
adventure was originally scheduled in 
January, rescheduled for April, and we 
finally were 
able to do it 
in June. The 
problem, as 
we are all 
aware of, 
was a very 
rainy winter 
which 
prompted 
Cleveland 
National 
Forest to close 
most of the 
roads in the 
area until they 
perceived all 
were passable.

Fortunately, 
June 10th 
turned out to 
be a bright, 
sunny and 
clear day as the 
following DE 
adventurers 
gathered for 
this scenic trip: 
Terry Ogden, 
Danny and 
Norma Siler, 
Jim Watson 
and Linda 
Stevens, Matt Jones, Dave 
McFarland, Neal and 
Marion Johns, Leonard 
and Rebecca Friedman, 
Jay Lawrence and yours 
truly (if I forgot someone, 
my sincere apologies). Our 
meeting place was right off 
the Ortega Highway near 
a Cleveland National Forest fire station. 
Because of a warning from the Forest 

Service ‘to not have a large caravan” 
some of us doubled up. The Freidman’s 
and myself had the opportunity to ride 
with Jay and his big time truck.

For most of the morning our route 

followed the 
Main Divide Trail along the ridge tops 
of the mountains. From the time shortly 

after we left the Ortega Highway until 
we made it all the way up the Santiago 
Peak we were essentially climbing on 
a moderately rugged shelf road. Some 
of the climbing was just a little bit 
challenging but the erosion was not 

severe and 
no one 
had any 
problems. 
The scenery 
was 
beautiful as 
we traversed 
through 
low shrub 
vegetation 

all the way to our 
initial landmark, 
Trabuco Peak. 

While we 
were climbing 
we encountered 
panoramic 
views of Lake 

Elsinore to 
the east and 
south in the 
Temescal 
Valley. 
Farther 
along, 
the trail 
offered great 

views of Orange County, including 
Mission Viejo. Also the trail scenery 

included plentiful wild flowers.
Before we knew it, it was 

time for lunch and we enjoyed 
ourselves eating just below the 
top of Santiago Peak. Santiago 
Peak is the highest point in 
Orange County at 5,687 feet. 
After lunch we made the final 
climb to radio towers at the top 
of the peak. This spot offered 

considerably more scenic views. 
After lunch it was time to head 

downhill from Santiago Peak on the very 
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Group at Wyatt Earp home at Vidal
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Time to get creative

steep Maple Springs Road. This road, 
as it descends, goes basically west and 
northwest toward Silverado Canyon. 

The trail becomes even steeper when it 
enters Silverado Canyon and become 
Silverado Canyon Rd. It proved to be 
a real challenge when we met vehicles 
coming in the other direction. 

 Silverado Canyon is a deep gorge 

in the Santa Ana Mountains and has a 
creek flowing all the way down. It was 
so named because of silver mining in 

this area many 
years ago. This 
year there was 
water in the 

creek and it added 
to the beauty of 
this incredible environment. 

As we descended Silverado Canyon 
we finally hit pavement at the canyon 
bottom. However, that was OK because 

this was a one lane paved road that was 
absolutely beautiful. We soon came upon 
some homes deep in the canyon bottom. 
This area was a former hippie hangout 
in the 60’s and although it has gone 
upscale, it is still quite bucolic.

When we finally hit civilization in 

eastern Orange County everyone headed 
for home after an interesting and enjoy-
able day. We need to do this trip again in 
the next few years.    ~ Bob

I was out with the Wagoneer and ran out of gas. Since I 
knew our route and we would be putting on a lot of miles and 
my truck is a gas hog and only has a 20 gallon tank, I had 
planned ahead and brought a 5 jerry can. Unfortunately, the 
Wagoneer has a filler neck on the side of the body and there 
was no way to pour from the jerry can into the neck without a 
funnel or nozzle. I inever carry a nozzle because they take up 
space, leak and create a mess to put away after use. I normally 
have a siphon hose, which is easier and cleaner, but I also 
normally drive the CJ5. I had forgotten the siphon hose on 
this trip (so much for planning ahead).

I managed to fabricate a temporary funnel from two 
water bottles and some duct tape. It leaked a bit but most of 
the gas went into the tank. Lesson to self: plan better. I now 
have another siphon hose in Wagoneer so I don’t have to 
move it from one truck to the other. Lesson to others: bring 
versatile, multi-purpose gear on every trip especially raw 
building materials. Whenever you are stuck, go through your 
gear inventory fashion (including the trash), brainstorm and 
‘MacGyver’ a solution. ~ Steve Marschke



Last fall in September of 2016, 
Steve and I decided to go on a noodle in 
Northern Arizona. It was kind of a last 
minute, seat-of-our-pants adventure. Ide-
ally, we were interested in an area south-

east of 
Kanab, 
Utah that 
is known 
as Coyote 
Buttes. 
This 
geograph-
ic area 
contains the famous feature “The Wave” 
which now adorns calendars and art 
galleries nationwide. We were fortu-
nate enough to get the 
required permit to hike 
to the Wave some years 
ago, but these permits 
are tricky to acquire 
and take some or-
chestration. The Wave 
steals all the thunder 
from the Coyote Buttes 
area as a whole; this 
geographic zone is a 
wonderland of sculpt-
ed colorful sandstone. 
We considered the 
possibility of targeting 
Coyote Buttes South, but it was still too 
hot, and we didn’t have the necessary 
permit. It was too late to get one as they 
were all booked up.

I scoured my maps for 
more possibilities. During 
my investigation, I found 
promising leads to an area 
called “White Pocket” so 
we decided to shoot for 
that. I cobbled together 
enough information to get 
us there, but there was 
not much on the internet 
that answered all of my 
questions. So by design, 
there was going to be an 
element of surprise or spon-
taneity in our endeavor. This 

geologic area 
actually over-
lays the Utah/
Arizona border 
so it’s in two 
states. We ac-
cessed the area 
by driving south 

from UT High-
way 89, east of 
Kanab, and left 
the pavement 
on The Hon-
eymoon Trail 
(this is a histor-
ic 1870’s Mor-
mon route). 
You can also 
select the Great 
Western Trail 
as these two 
trails converge 
and cross. We 
hopped onto 
route 1065 and 
looked for our 
access trail. 
We needed to 

get into an area called Poverty Flat. We 
choose the route that began at Lone Tree 
Reservoir 1079 and cuts in to Paw Hole 
trailhead.

There is a long way in, and a short 
way in. The short way was touted 
as being one of loose sand, and 
challenging. And it was !!! We drive a 
custom modified 1978 Jeep CJ, there 
are not many places we can’t go. The 
trail degraded into the worst sand we 
have ever driven in. Not only do you 
have to negotiate sand, there are hills 
to climb. We had to have our “A” game 
going to get through this stretch, but 
we conquered it without drama. It is a 
beautiful drive nonetheless. We arrived 
at Poverty Flat Ranch and decided 
to set up a primitive dry camp in the 
abandoned ranch site. Aptly named, it’s 
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The Quest for White Pocket
 Story and         photos by Deb Miller Marschke 

Poverty Flat Ranch

We discover Moqui Marbles

Moqui Marbles



remote & arid, and just the right price 
(free!) in Vermillion Cliffs BLM.

 In the morning we set out to find 
White Pocket. We found that this 
surrounding area was littered with 
Moqui Marbles (hard little sandstone 
balls covered with iron oxide). They 
are fascinating and fun to find. Some 
lay along the route and appeared to 
mimic the stone patterns found in the 
famous Death Valley Racetrack, leaving 
little paths in the sand as the weather 
moves them about. It was hard to resist 
harvesting them like Easter Eggs. The 
White Pocket area was only about 3 
miles from our 
campsite, but 
there are no 
signs to guide 
you. We could 
see the buttes of 
White Pocket 
from the road, 
so we just 
headed in that 
general direction 
on the existing 
dirt roads until we found ourselves at 
the parking area. We were immediately 
distracted by all kinds of geologic 
features, so after scrambling around 
we had to govern ourselves to walk the 
short distance to White Pocket. No trail 
guide is necessary, you can see it from 
the parking area about a thousand feet 
distant.

All I can say is – WOW! Once we 
were in the feature, we were in com-
plete awe. Some of the sandstone is 
whitish, but mixed in are reds, oranges, 
and yellows in all configurations of 
crazy designs. Mother Nature was at her 
artistic best on the day she created White 
Pocket. We climbed on and around this 
spectacular display for hours. Every 
direction and angle was different, which 
sucked us in and kept us hiking. It’s not 
an expansive area, but there are lots of 
little nooks and crannies that will keep 
you busy for as long as you’d like to ex-
plore. You won’t get lost per se, but you 
will be lost in the beauty and majesty. 

Our eyes were filled with “Awesome.” 
There is an interpretive sign on lo-

cation which explains “ Approximately 
190 million years ago, this area was part 
of a region covered with deep, shifting 
sand and complex dunes comparable to 
the modern 
day Sahara 
Desert. The 
dune field 
encom-
passed parts 
of Arizona, 
Utah, Nevada, 
Colorado, and 

Wyoming. The 
large-scale, high 
angle, crossbeds 
which can be 
25 feet wide are 
characteristic of 

windblown 
deposits and 
are examples of 
what was once 
a large dune 
field. At that 
time, periods 
of monsoonal 
moisture supported plant and animal life. 
Organisms left evidence of their exis-
tence in this area in bio-turbated beds. 
BioTurbation in this area is caused by 
the mixing of sediments by ancient, bur-
rowing insects and spiders. The various 
shades of pink, red, yellow, and brown 
rocks are due to the oxidation of iron 
bearing minerals within the sandstone. 
The red and pink colors are attributed 
to the presence of the mineral hematite, 
while the yellow and brown colors are 
produced by the minerals limonite or 
goethite .The beautifully swirled ap-
pearance of the rocks at White Pocket 
are due to an exceptional exposure of 
unusually soft sediment deformation and 

slump sediments. Soft sediment defor-
mation occurs when separated layers 
of sediment are folded and or sheared 
due to gravitational forces, changes in 
ground water, or earthquakes. Thick 
massive beds at White Pocket have char-

acteristic polygonal 
cracks produced by 
tensile stress and 
exposed by weath-
ering processes. 
Many theories 
exist regarding the 
origin of polygonal 
cracks, including 
thermal contrac-
tion, moisture cy-
cles, and the drying 

process of these sediments.”
I have included some of my favorite 

photos, but White Pocket is a place that 
needs to be fully enjoyed in person. The 
alternative route in can be accessed via 
AZ Highway 89A east of Jacob Lake 

near House 
Rock Valley 
Road, east on 
road 1017. 
I know this 
because we 
encountered 
a commercial 
tour van 
from Kanab 
before we left, 

and that’s how they made it in without 
getting stuck. That is a considerably 
longer trek. The area can also be 
reached by parking near Paw Hole and 
day hiking – my sources said 4 miles 
roundtrip in the full sun and some sand. 
We actually had to depart from White 
Pocket that day because the September 
afternoon had grown hot, so ideally I 
would recommend visiting when the 
temperatures are in the 60’s – low 70’s 
so you don’t get seared in the “sandstone 
frying pan.” Budget an entire day for 
this because there are tons of features 
to distract and keep you busy, we had to 
skip some things and leave them waiting 
for our return next time.    ~ Deb
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First weekend of June our small 
group met up in Olancha to 
explore the crest of the Inyo’s 

and the salt tram that brought salt from 
Saline valley to Owens valley from 
1913 to 1930. After topping off our 
tanks we 
made 
our way 
to the 
other 
side of 
Owens 
lake 
bed to 
the trail head 
at Swansea. 
The road up 
was not too 
bad only a 
couple spots 
were rocky 
and loose. The 
views kept 
getting 
better 
the 
higher 
we 
climbed. 
The first 
view of 
a tram 
tower 
was pretty 
amazing. 
Once we 
arrived 
at the top 
of the 
Inyo’s we 
went left to the Burgess Mine shack for 
a quick look. The views from there were 
unbelievable. On one side of the ridge you 

had the snowcapped Sierra’s and on the 
other side the mighty Saline Valley and 
beyond.

No one in our group had been on this 
trip before so we decided to camp at the 
Tram Station. In hind sight that was not 
the best idea as it’s right on the ridge 
and was windy all night. I opted to sleep 

on the porch 
of the cabin 
so I was 
protected 
from the 
wind but 
there are 
several 
camp 

sites just before 
topping out on the 
ridge that offer 
good protection 
and plenty of tree 
cover. The next day 
we made our way 
across the ridge and 
down into Cerro 
Gordo mine. We 

had hoped for 
a tour but we 
missed the only 
one that was 
given Saturday. 
We checked 
out a couple 
buildings then 
headed east 
towards Lee 

Flat. We spent the second night at the Holiday 
mine about half way down the mountain from 
Cerro Gordo. Good place with plenty of Flat 
area and still in the trees with great views 
into Saline Valley. Sunday morning we took 
our time breaking camp and headed towards 
Highway 190 and home.   ~ Ken

Crest Of The Inyo’s and Saline Valley Salt Tram
Trip report and photos by Ken Eltrich



8 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 254 july 2017

Ballarat By Night
So, what do you do when you have 

a special piece of photographic gear on 
loan, you need a really dark sky, some 
interesting foreground possibilities and 
the only new moon is right around the 
corner? Obviously, if you are Stan Sholik, 
longtime Desert Explorer, photographer 
and author, you head for Ballarat. Never 
mind that temps in the area are projected 
to be 120°+ for the next week. Prep 
the truck and try not to do anything too 
stupid. A breakdown could be ugly. No 
questionable rock crawling, no weird 
trails, just get the shots and stay hydrated. 

After scouting Ballarat in the 
afternoon in the daylight, he set up the 
gear and waited. At 1:00 a.m. started the 
shoot and did some incantations to make 
sure the sky stayed clear for the long 
exposures. The results on the camera 
viewscreen looked promising.

Next morning, fixed yesterday’s flat 
at dawn (93°), grabbed some breakfast 
and headed to Mahogany Flats to scout a 
second location. Found the charcoal kilns 
and Mahogany Flats a little farther up 
the road at about 8,000’, but the sky was 
cloudy and filling in from the north, so 
that plan was scrapped.

Onward to Skiddoo, stopped by the 
site of the Eureka Mine at Aguereberry 
Camp. After an afternoon of exploration 
it became clear that the sky wasn’t going 
to cooperate in the Panamints so we 
headed for Red Rock Canyon to see if 
that might pan out any better. It didn’t 
but we did manage to find some good 
pastrami sandwiches and onion rings.  
A good, but very warm trip.



Game Camera 
Photography 

by Jerry Dupree 
Photography really became fun 

when it went digital. Images could be 
cropped, color adjusted, things added 
and deleted, poor lighting could be 
adjusted, and there was no film to 
process. Photography went wild with 
video, miniature, under water, drones, 
Go Pro cameras on helmets, worn 
on chests, attached to rockets and 
parachutes. 

Digital cameras 
got better, cheaper, 
and smarter by 
the year, Upscale 
digital cameras used 
to cost $25,000. 
Now anyone can 
be taking excellent 
photographs for a 
small fraction of that 
and achieve better 
results. 

Now fast forward 
to game cameras that 
can be set for still or 
video with sound, 
and are motion 
sensor operated. Now 
we can find out what 
our cat does at night, 
or what goes on in the back yard with 
rodents, owls, raccoons, opossums, and 
other things that go bump in the night.

I have always loved the outdoors 
and take a lot of photos of various birds 
and animals. One day I decided to buy 
a game camera and leave it in place to 
see what happens when there are no 
people around. I discovered there is a 
definite learning curve when using any 
specialized camera. Game cameras are 
not very expensive when considering 
what their capabilities are. They take 
stills, videos, and night photos of 
anything that walks in front of them. 

Early on I wanted to photograph in 
nature preserves, but found out they 
don’t like to give permission to walking 
off of approved trails and of course 
there are people who will steal them if 
they find them. I decided to go places 
where no one or at least very few 
people go. There are parts of national 
parks which are wilderness with no 
roads. I look for wheel and foot prints 
so I can place cameras where they are 
not likely to be found. I have learned to 
point the cameras north so the lens is 
not directly pointed toward the sun at 
any time. I began experimenting with 
bait to attract certain animals. I began 

with dry dog food and learned how to 
disguise it behind rocks or branches 
to make the scenes appear as natural 
as possible. I thought that if I used 
dry dog food and mixed in rabbit food 
and bird seed, that rabbits, birds, and 
rodents would attract owls, hawks, 
and other predators. I tried canned cat 
food for the strong scent plus inviting 
bobcats and hopefully a mountain lion 
or two. So far the cat food has been 
effective. I keep the cameras in the 
shade and clear the area in front of them 
between the camera and the bait and in 
the background. I have had problems 

with ravens stealing the bait. For some 
reason the raven population is much 
smaller than in past years. At least they 
are not eating all of my bait. 

Foxes are pesky and knock over my 
cameras and chew on the straps. One 
time a fox drug one of my cameras a 
good distance away and it was a good 
thing I found it. Game cameras come 
with straps to fasten to trees. There 
are not many straight, tall trees in the 
desert, so I place them on the ground 
and level them. I leave the straps off 
after a few fox attacks. 

At this time of the year I am hoping 
to attract animals 
with their newborn 
litters. Coyotes 
usually have their 
pups in May, so 
they should be up 
and around with 
their eyes open and 
learning to find food 
for themselves. My 
wife and I followed a 
trail one time which 
led to a den with 
baby coyotes. I got 
some photos of a 
quail family with nine 
babies. carry a hiking 
stick and poke around 
bushes, logs, and 
grass, before I step in 
or over them in case I 

find a rattlesnake. I have found several 
of them over the years. 

Game camera photography has 
become an interesting hobby and is a 
little like fishing. Sometimes I get a 
good catch and am always trying new 
bait, areas to set up cameras. 

I always carry a GPS and record 
the coordinates or I might not find 
my cameras. It is easy to become 
disoriented when hiking around the 
desert canyons or mountains. I am 
careful to bring emergency equipment 
including a satellite phone and a PLB 
(Personal Locator Beacon).   ~ Jerry
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The story below appears in our book 
Curiosities of the California Desert.  
However, we drove by the cowboy man 
site a few weeks ago and the Cowboy 
man had disappeared.  No one around 
to ask what happened.  If anyone knows, 
we’d love an update

The Cowboy Man of Mecca near the 
Salton Sea must 
be lonely, having 
been placed far 
from most of 
his family. As 
he stands in a 
small strip mall 
parking lot, his 
fate is unknown, 
as is the case 
with everything 
near the Salton 
Sea which ebbs 
and flows in 
the natural and 
political winds.

   During the 
heyday of Route 
66, a series of 
these fiberglass 
figures sprang 
up as roadside 
attractions. With 
growing traffic 
along the Mother 
Road from Santa Monica to Chicago, 
businesses were creative in luring 
travelers to their stores or restaurants 
or gas stations. The statues were there 
to lure business and they were changed 
to meet the local theme. There is the 
muffler man, the hot dog man and even 
the green astronaut man in Wilmington, 
Illinois which is also known as the 
Gemini Giant. The first of these oddities 
to appear was dubbed “Tall Paul” who 
popped up in 1940s in the suburbs of 
Chicago. 

   Another favorite is arguably a 
younger version called the Chicken 

Boy. Standing proudly in Highland 
Park, California, the 22 foot statue first 
appeared in Los Angeles atop a fried 
chicken restaurant between 4th and 
5th Streets. When the restaurant owner 
died in 1984, the Chicken Boy was put 
into storage. At last in about 2007 the 
fiberglass boy found a new home at 5558 

Figueroa Avenue 
in Highland 
Park. Today he 
towers above the 
buildings to the 
joy of passersby.

  These 
iconic statues 
were born at the 
International 
Fiberglass 
Company 
in Venice, 
California for 
use in outdoor 
advertising. 
Chicken Boy 
was altered 
from a Chicken 
Man that was 
originally 
created to be a 
Muffler Man or 
Paul Bunyan 
Man.  His head 

was altered to resemble a chicken and a 
bucket was fashioned to replace the hot 
dog or muffler.

   These statues are familiar sights 
especially along Route 66, but the 
bearded Cowboy Man near Mecca seems 
lost and he has suffered much abuse. He 
was reportedly decapitated around 2001 
and then went missing altogether. But 
he now stands proudly in front of the El 
Tompa Mini Mart, enjoying visitors who 
come to take his photo. His address is 
93243 California 111, Mecca.    ~ Alan 
& Claudia Heller

Desert Cowboy Man

Mitchell Caverns 
Reopening Postponed

By Suzanne Hurt
The Press-Enterprise

Posted: 06/13/17, 1:22 PM 
Mitchell Caverns’ reopening has 

been delayed until October due to an 
ailing septic tank and trail work that’s on 
hold until summer’s over in the eastern 
Mojave Desert’s Providence Mountains.

State park officials had hoped 
to reopen the remote Providence 
Mountains State Recreation Area, home 
to the caverns, in May or June.

Spring and fall are high season for 
the park east of Barstow, which has been 
closed since January 2011, mainly over 
water issues.

Now the septic tank serving the 
visitor center and staff housing, 
which is getting plugged up due to 
broken ballasts, must be replaced. 
An environmental review must be 
completed and more funding won’t 
come until the new fiscal year starts 
July 1, said Russ Dingman, acting 
superintendent of the state parks’ 
Tehachapi District.

After temperatures get cooler in 
September, trail crews will return to 
reinforce the main trail to the caves 
and align it with natural topography for 
better water and erosion control. The 
cost of the work isn’t known yet.

The caverns are one of two public 
“show caves” in Southern California  
and the state park system’s only 
limestone caves.



White Mountains 
Traverse & Log 

Cabin Mine
Saturday July 21-23, 2017
Leader: Ron Lipari • CB 13 
White Mountain Traverse We will 

meet at Big Pine on Friday morning July 
21 at 9:30 a.m. at the Country Kitchen. 
From there we will head up to the 
White Mountains via Wyman Canyon. 
A stop will be made at the Bristle Cone 
Pine Visitors Center before camping at 
Cottonwood Creek for a pot luck. 

Log Cabin Mine Saturday we will 
head down Silver Canyon (serious 4x4 
trail - high clearance vehicles only), to 
Laws museum for a short stop. From 
there we will head to Lee Vining (stop 
for lunch at the Whoa Nelly Deli if time 
permits) and then up to the Log Cabin 
mine camping near the trailhead. Sunday 
we will hike to the mine (approximately 
3 miles round trip with lots to see), and 
then head home Sunday. 

No pets on this trip. Thanks, Ron 
Lipari 805-444-5284 ronaldlipari@
gmail.com

San Bernardino 
Mountains

Saturday, August 26, 2017
Leaders: Danny & Norma Siler

Come and enjoy a beautiful day on 
dirt roads exploring the San Bernardino 
Mountains in the Big Bear area. Bring 
your families, kids and grandkids.

We will be traveling in the elevation 
range of 5,000 to 8,000 ft. and we’ll see 
quite a variety of vegetation; sagebrush, 
yucca, manzanita, juniper, pine trees, fir, 
and spruce. We will also pass through 
several burn areas; old and new.

 Our route will take us from Green 
Valley Lake on road 2N13 to Fawnskin. 
Along the way we’ll have time for a side 
trip to Butler Peak Lookout. Maybe a 
volunteer docent will be there and we 
can climb to the top and walk around the 
360 degree viewing deck.

At Fawnskin we can stop and use 
clean bathrooms or visit the market. 
Then we travel on 3N14 (Coxey Road) 
through Hanna Flat, onto Big Pine Flats, 
to road 3N16 (Crab Flats Road) and 
head back to Green Valley Lake.

Here, there is a shop that sells ice 
cream, milk shakes, and root beer floats 
and that is where we will finish our day-
trip on this warm summer day.

A high clearance vehicle is a 
necessity for this trip. But four-wheel 
drive is not required. Bring your CB 
Radio - we will be on channel 13. And 
don’t forget lunch, snacks, and drinks. 
We must limit our group to 10 vehicles.

A Forest Service Adventure Pass is 
required. Also qualifying is America the 
Beautiful Interagency Pass or a National 
Parks pass. We have an extra pass and 
the first person to ask may borrow it for 
the day. At the picnic area during our 
pre-run the Forest Service was issuing 
citations for vehicles not displaying the 
pass. The fine is $ 5.00 with a mail-in 
envelope.

We will meet at 10:00 a.m. in 
Running Springs. Specific instructions 
to the meeting place will be provided. 
Please sign-up at norma.siler@yahoo.
com or (714) 878-1259. And we will 
have this cell phone with us during  
our trip.
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Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

Additions/Corrections to Previous Minutes
Treasurers’ Report – Bill Smith
 Update on Treasurer’s Function
 Lifetime Memberships?
 Tracking MRVM Memberships
 Renewal Procedures
 Verification of MRVM Membership
Newsletter Report - Jay Lawrence
 Newsletter Backup-Bill Powell

Rondy - Jerry Dupree/Bob Jacoby
 2018 Rondy Site
Website Report – Debbie Marschke
  New page to help trip leaders
 DE Alumni Page
 Subscriber Guide – Debbie Marschke
 Museum News – Debbie Marschke
 Trip Coordinator – Mal Roode
  Scheduled Trips
 Eastern Sierra – Ron Lipari

 Big Bear – Danny Siler
 Potential Trips 
 Pony Express/Hastings Cutoff - Bob Jacoby
 Fall Trip Schedule
 Black Mountain Petros – Hemkin/Lawrence
 Meeting Place information on trip 

description
New Business
 Dwight Stroud Slide Collection
Next Meeting

Desert Explorers July Business Meeting
Saturday, July 8th • 11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Ding & Allan Wicker’s Home

M e e t i n g  A g e n d a



What’s in a Name?

Shakespeare’s Juliet wondered 
“What’s in a name?” A recent visit 
to Yosemite brought that question 

to our attention. We were directed to our 
campsite close to “Half Dome Village.” 
After regularly visiting Yosemite for 
over 50 years, we didn’t know where 
“Half Dome Village” was. Turns out 
“Half Dome Village” is the place 
formerly known as Camp Curry. What 
the heck? Camp Curry has been named 
Camp Curry since David and Jennie 
Curry opened their camp in 1899. What 
gives? 

It seems that there is a new 
concessioner in Yosemite Valley, 
Aramark. The old concessioner, 
Delaware North, took the names with 
them when they left. They were able 
to do this because, under National 
Parks supervision, Delaware North was 
allowed to trademark historic names 
including “Camp Curry”, “Ahwahnee”, 
“Yosemite Lodge at the Falls”, “Badger 
Pass Ski Area”,“Wawona Hotel”, and 
yes, even “Yosemite National Park.” 

So, we camped near “Half Dome 
Village” which was no where near Half 
Dome, had our special breakfast buffet 
at the “Majestic Hotel” (formerly known 
as the Ahwahnee) and visited the “Big 
Trees Lodge” (formerly known as the 
Wawona Hotel) which is unfortunately 
located many miles from the Big Trees 
area. Incidentally the Big Trees are 
closed for restoration. BTW, how does 
one restore a big tree? 

Beside names, there were several 
other questionable changes we noticed 
in Yosemite Valley. The Village Store 
area has enclosed a parking area and 
all traffic now has to negotiate a new 
roundabout that has traffic backed up for 
miles. When building the roundabout, 
bike trails and walking paths were 

eliminated. At Camp Curry, oops - 
Half Dome Village, a new employee 
residential area exists astride the old 
bike and walking path, which has been 
declared off limits for the public. The 
absolute worst change we observed is 
that groups are now being allowed in the 
campsites formerly reserved for 6 people 
or less. This is being done even though 
the restrooms have not been effectively 
improved since the CCC days, the sewer 
lines are severely overtaxed and there 
are more than enough people in the 
valley already. 

Yosemite is not the only national 
park afflicted with questionable change. 
They are remodeling the Ranch and Inn 
at Death Valley and those names are 
soon to be changed. The Furnace Creek 
Ranch will be renamed the “Oasis at 
Death Valley” and the Furnace Creek 
Inn will become the “Inn at Death 
Valley.” Furnace Creek Ranch was given 
its name by the Pacific Coast Borax 
Company sometime after 1889 and the 
Furnace Creek Inn was built and named 
by the Borax Company in 1927. One 
wonders if history matters at all to the 
current National Park Administration. 

Delaware North, the concessioner 
at the Grand Canyon, has been allowed 
to trade mark the Grand Canyon name 
and several other historic names around 
the Grand Canyon. If Delaware North is 
ever replaced there, we can expect them 
to take those names with them when 
they leave. I wonder what we will call 
the Grand Canyon then?   ~ BobnSue

WSJ Revelations
Thought perhaps DE-ers who don’t 

take the Wall Street Journal might not 
have heard the latest (as of 6-15-2017) 
about the Mountain Pass rare earth mine. 
I’ve been driving past that mine off I-15 
for many years and I always wonder 
about its current status. Seems there was 

a bankruptcy auction recently and the 
winning bid of $20.5 million was made 
by two hedge funds, JHL Capital Group 
and QVT Financial, backed (according 
to WSJ) by “Leshan Shenghe Rare 
Earth Shareholding” of China. Easy 
enough to Google such companies these 
days – JHL is a hedge fund in Chicago 
founded by James H. Litinsky in 2006, 
while QVT is headed by Daniel Gold in 
NYC. Perhaps the important part is the 
backer or “technical partner”, Shenghe 
Resources, a Chinese company that 
owns rare earths all over the world. In 
2016 they bought a healthy chunk of 
Greenland to control the minerals there, 
for example. The Chinese company 
raised enough red flags for losing rival 
bidder, Tom Clarke, whom WSJ calls 
a “Virginia entrepreneur,” to decide 
to challenge the auction outcome on a 
claim of “national security sensitivities.” 
Peg Brickley, author of the WSJ article 
of June 15, states that “China controls 
most of the global supply of rare earths” 
and that the Mountain Pass open pit 
mine is “the sole U.S. source of elements 
essential to electronics devices.” So I 
guess we wait and see what happens 
next – stay tuned.

Another tidbit from the Wall 
Street Journal dated June 17, 2017: 
Arnold Goldman, a “pioneer in solar 
energy” passed on May 29 of this year 
in a Tel Aviv hospital. Among other 
accomplishments, Mr. Goldman founded 
Luz International in 1979 and at one 
time had developed nine solar power 
plants in the Mojave Desert (unable to 
confirm this, but I think the solar power 
plant at Kramer Junction was a Luz 
International venture). After Luz sank 
into bankruptcy, Goldman went on to 
start BrightSource Energy Inc. in 2006. 
BrightSource is the company currently 
running the solar power plant at Ivanpah.

Things that make you go “Hmmm”
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June’s Mystery Spot: Trona 
Pinnacles Here are the correct guessers 
for June:
Malcolm Roode, Nelson Miller. Allan 
Schoenherr. Congratulations!

The Trona Pinnacles are an unusual 
geological feature in the California 
Desert National Conservation Area. 
The unusual landscape consists of 
more than 500 tufa spires (porous 
rock formed as a deposit when springs 

interact with other bodies of water), 
some as high as 140 feet (43 m), rising 
from the bed of the Searles Lake (dry) 
basin. The pinnacles vary in size and 
shape from short and squat to tall and 
thin, and are composed primarily of 
calcium carbonate (tufa). They now 
sit isolated and slowly crumbling 
away near the south end of the valley, 
surrounded by many square miles of 
flat, dried mud and with stark mountain 

ranges at either side.
The Pinnacles are recognizable in 

more than a dozen hit movies. Over 
thirty film projects a year are shot 
among the tufa pinnacles, including 
backdrops for car commercials and sci-
fi movies and television series such as 
Battlestar Galactica, Star Trek V: The 
Final Frontier, Disney’s Dinosaur, The 
Gate II, Lost in Space, and Planet of 
the Apes. (Wikipedia)

We need more good guessers  
so I put in an easy one for June so  
let’s get out there and figure out  
where I’m lost!!  — Bob P

Yes, it’s true. Bob is lost again. 
Apparently when he is found he doesn’t 
stay found long. Send your guess for this 
month’s puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” in the 
subject and he will publish the names of 
people who correctly guess the location 
along with a new Lost puzzle to publish 
in the next newsletter. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.”
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Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 

Lost: Where am I?

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 
Admission is always free

Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvm@verizon.net


 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 

Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quintea CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 

David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 

Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com

Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 

Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net

Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 

Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com

Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 

Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 

Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net

Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 

Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com

Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 

Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 

Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com

Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com

Jean Roode Newsletter Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com

Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com

Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com

Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5851 Shirl Street Cypress CA 90630 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com

Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com
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