
    there is a curly-cue feature that could 
be a coiled rope at its feet, although 
most of the literature suggests that 
these may have been the “creator” and 
his companion, a lion, in Mojave and 
Quechan mythology. David S. Whitley, 
in his Guide to Rock Art Sites, suggests 
an age of 1,100 years for these figures, 
so a horse would appear to be unlikely, 
since modern horses did not appear 
in the New World until 1540 AD. We 
moved to the next parking area and 
hiked across the wash to the largest pair 
of figures. This man is nearly 170 feet 
long and shows the clearest evidence of 
it being a male figure. This four-legged 
figure has a longer tail, relatively shorter 
neck, and less horse-like head. We also 
had abundant wild flowers as we hiked 
across the wash.

After discussion with the group, 
we decided to bypass the Fisherman 

and Snake 
Intaglios, 
since several 
people had 
been with 
the group on 
Saturday that 
had already 
stopped at the 
Fisherman 
Intaglio. 
Visiting the 
Snake Intaglio 
would have 
involved a 
considerably 
longer trip, so 

we headed for Iron Mountain Division 
Camp. This was mostly a road trip, with 
only very short stretches of  
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More Intaglios 
& Camp Iron 

Mountain 2017 
Rendezvous Trip

Sunday, March 12
By Nelson Miller

Participants included: Nan Healy; 
Kathryn Savage; Emma Pollum; 
Jay Lawrence; Janet and Peter 

Austin; Bill and Julie Smith; Leonard, 
Rebecca and Hannah Friedman, Nancy 
McClean, and Ron Ross. First stop was 
the Blythe 
Giant Figures. 
We walked 
out to the 
first pair of 
figures, which 
is slightly the 
smallest of 
three male 
giant figures 
and one 
of the two 
four-legged 
figures. The 
man is almost 
one hundred 
feet long and 
shows some evidence of being male. The 
four-legged figure could appear to be a 
horse and  

Castle Dome City
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off-road travel, so we headed 
up Highway 95 to Vidal 
Junction and then west on 
Highway 62.

Camp Iron Mountain 
was one of a dozen camps 
that comprised the Desert 
Training Center, which was 
established in 1942 to train 
troops for combat in North 
Africa. It continued to be used 
throughout World War II to 
train troops. It is unique among 
the camps in that it includes 
a giant relief map and two altars, a 
Catholic and Episcopalian one. We 
first stopped at the remnants of a relief 
map but could not identify the features 
or associate the map with actual areas. 
We also located and visited the two 
altars, which were still relatively intact. 
There were also numerous rock-lined 
walkways and roads that still remain 
visible. We left Camp Iron Mountain, 
split up and headed for home.  
          ~ Nelson
Photos: Leonard Friedman & Jay Lawrence

Patton’s Cabin
2017 Rondy outbound trip 

By Jerry Dupree 

The trip was attended by Jerry 
and Dolly Dupree, Bob Jacoby, and 
Bill Powell. Dolly and I had been on 
the Patton’s cabin trip through Palen 
Pass from Highway 177 heading 
east several years ago. This time we 
needed to find the other end from the 
Blythe area. I have a book entitled 
California Trails Desert Region by 
Peter Massey with maps and GPS 
coordinates. Sadly, I lost my GPS 
receiver on another trip and thought I 
had carelessly left it on my bumper or 
tailgate. I was inconsolably despondent 
and went back to look for it a couple 
of times. All of our trips were recorded 
on it, so I bought a new GPS that had 
many more functions that my favorite 

old one. They make them with walkie 
talkies, cameras, and other functions I 
don’t care about. We located the end of 
the road we were looking for by using 
the GPS, but I was driving and couldn’t 
see the map. Well, we took a wrong turn. 
In my opinion Patton’s Canyon is not 
the destination, but the history of the 
area we were traveling through was very 

historical 
as a WWII 
desert 
training 
area. 
Looking 
at it from 

satellite photos on Google Earth, one 
can see tank tracks, building outlines, 
runways, etc. I have my doubts whether 
Patton actually lived in that cabin for 
any length of time. It is about the size of 
a two car garage, built of wood, with a 
shed roof. It would have been a vantage 
point to watch military maneuvers. Any 
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Arrowweed Spring

Glenn at Black Mountain Mine

Group at Wyatt Earp home at Vidal

Bill tries his hand at Episcopal ministry

What do you think it looks like?

Remains of Patton’s 3D map
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way, we missed it and took the wrong 
road. The scenery was the same, but we 
missed going through Palen Pass, which 
was dangerous when we were there last 
time as there was a washout on a hillside 
road and we could have ended up in 
the bottom of the canyon. That trip was 

one reason we wanted to join Desert 
Explorers as we were very aware of 
safety of traveling in a group. The road 
we had taken ended up on Highway 62, 
near Vidal Junction. I enjoyed the trip, 
but I am sure the group was disappointed 
in losing the way. 

The trip has a happy ending, sorta. 
Dolly saw something caught between 
the console and the passenger seat. It 
was my beloved GPS with all of my 
wandering spots recorded on it. Now I 
can’t get lost again. Every trip, track, 
and trail is in there.    ~ Jerry

After the mine tour, a group headed toward the  
Gold Butte area via the shore road around Lake Mead 
with a short stop at Roger’s Spring. The  group included 
Sue and Bob Jaussaud, Mal Roode, Ron Lipari, Ken 
Sears and Mignon Slentz.

We fol-
lowed the 
route taken 
by Dan 
Messer-
smith when 
he led a 
trip in Nov. 
2009 from 
Overton, 
Nevada, up 
Mormon 
Mesa for 
a stop at 
Double 
Negative, 
a question-
able dozer 
built art piece. We dropped 
off the steep mesa and 
camped in Hallway Wash. 

The next morning we 
crossed the Virgin River 
at Riverside and headed 
toward Whitney Pockets. A 
very tall cement dam built 
by the CCC was our next 
stop and then on to a hike 
to view some spectacular 
petroglyphs.

We stopped at Devil’s 
Throat- a large sink hole and 
at Horse Springs. There we found extensive corrals and 
an amazing stone built wall that zig zagged up the hill. 

We took a short detour to explore a “google sighted” area 
and discovered a large rusted, shot out, large truck trailer 
that served as someone’s home long ago.

Our lakeside campsite that night was reached by 
taking the old Scanlon Ferry Rd. down Catclaw Wash. 

It was actually situated on the Virgin 
River/ Overton Arm area. Around 
the campfire we viewed a stunning 
sunset, an amazing shooting star and 
the lights from Las Vegas casting a 
glowing reflection on the lake. The 
calls of burros and the sounds of 

jumping fish lulled 
us to sleep.

After a breakfast 
of egg burritos we 
headed back up 
the wash with a 
few stops to visit 
the old townsite of 
Gold Butte, look 

for the site of Copper City and then took a short hike 
to discover an area called Devil’s Fire.  Mal headed 
home while the rest of us drove up Whitney Pass 
and took Lime Kiln Canyon into Mesquite to gas up 
and head for our homes. Wonderful  company, good 

weather, and beautiful clouds and vistas.    ~ Mignon

March 25-27 Gold Butte Area
By Mignon Slentz



Participants:  Bill & Gwenn Neill, Allan & Ding Wicker, 
Norma & Danny Siler, Steven Faulstich, Fredric Raab.  
We met at Chiriaco Summit and caravaned in 5 vehicles 
down Box Canyon to Painted Canyon.

Photo 1 – 11.30.30:  Our group is at an exposure of 
Orocopia Schist near Shaver’s Well, at the upper end 
of Box Canyon, formed in a subduction zone during 
Mesozoic time (age of dinosaurs) when the North 
America’s continental margin was located at present 
Coachella Valley.  The San Gabriel Mountains have 
an identical and formerly adjacent rock called Pelona 
Schist that has moved 160 miles northwest along the San 
Andreas Fault.    

Photo 2 – 11.48.06:  Also near Shaver’s 
Well, we viewed “slickenlines” — 
rock smoothed and polished by fault 
movement -- and abundant lupine 
flowers surrounding Steven Faulstich.

Photo 3 – 12.48.31:  Gwenn and Ding 
are resting on trail into Painted Canyon.  
Sandstone and conglomerate in canyon 
walls are relatively young, deposited 
as early movement on the San Andreas 
Fault formed Coachella Valley.

Photo 4 – 12.56.58:  In Painted Canyon, Danny Siler 
stands on ancient metamorphic rock named the Pinto 
Gneiss that’s about 1.7 billion years old and similar in 
age and origin to the Vishnu Schist at the bottom of 
Grand Canyon.

Photo 5 – 13.01.18:  In Painted 
Canyon, Fredric Raab views the 
banded and folded Pinto Gneiss, 
named for exposures in the Pinto 
Basin of Joshua Tree National Park.

Inbound Rondy Geology Run
Trip Leader: Bill Neill

Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 4

Photo 5
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Photo 3

Casebier 
Trail Guides



We had six vehicles depart from 
the Rendezvous RV site at 1:00 p.m. 
on Friday.  Participants, besides me, 
included: Frederick Raab, Ron Ross, 
Nancy McClean, Barb Midlikoski, Steve 
Faulstich, Janet and 
Peter Austin, Daniel 
Dick and Bobbie 
Sanchez.  As we 
headed west on the 
freeway, I was chatting 
away and missed the 
turn-off!  Janet Austin 
was paying attention, 
so half the vehicles got 
off at the right exit, 
but I had to go ten 
miles to the next exit.  
I considered turning 
around in the median, 
but just where I was 
about to do it, there was 
a highway patrol vehicle parked there.  
So, it took me twenty minutes to get 
back to the group.

As we headed south from the 
Freeway, we encountered fields of desert 
lilies.  These have beautiful flowers with 
unusual long, wavy or ridged leaves.  
They grow from bulbs a couple of feet 

deep, which Native Americans ate.  
Thanks to Sue Jaussaud who pointed 
these out to us on another Inbound trip. 

We soon arrived at the intaglio site, 
which consists of small 2-3 foot cleared 
circular areas arranged in horseshoe 
shaped designs or long parallel lines.  
There is also a ceremonial circle about 

125 feet in diameter.  A 
clearly observable trail 
connects this site to the 
petroglyph site about 
one mile to the west.  
Archaeologists have 
traced this trail most 
of the way to Corn 
Springs petroglyphs, 
about thirty miles 
further to the west.  

We proceeded to the 
petroglyph site where 
we explored the small 
canyon and tank, which 
contained numerous 
petroglyphs.  We 

returned to the Rendezvous RV site in 
time for Happy Hour. ~ Nelson

Mule Mountain Intaglios and Petroglyphs
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Joshua 
Tree 

 Lisa Werner
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I have lived in the desert for 45 
years and in that time I have met 
some very interesting people. Most 
folks who come to the desert only 
see its splendor and majesty from 
the road. Most don’t see past a 
golf course. I moved here because 
my friends and I from high school 
would often drive out to the desert. 
We liked to explore, hunt, and shoot, 
and people thought us weird even 
then. Others were “into” surfing and 
other things. Each of us had a .22 
rifle and some of our dads owned 
shotguns. We frequented various 
parts of the desert hunting rabbits, 
doves, quail, and an occasional 
duck. We were outdoorsmen, and we’re 
still avid about the desert, mountains, 
and wetlands. It has been said that the 
only constant is change. I thought of the 
desert as timeless and that my discovery 
would always be here as I remembered 
it. Much of where I used to roam freely 
is now developed in golf courses and 
condos, and it is in the city limits, 
or posted, gated, fenced, or we are 
legislated out. I hunted literally across 
the street from my house and saw every 
kind of living creature that lives in the 
desert. 

There is a subspecies of the human 
race known as the “desert rat.” He’s not 
a true rodent, but no one knows much 
about them, where they’re from, what 
they live on, or what they do every 
day, He is not the same as what is now 
referred to as “homeless.” The desert is 
their home and they have adapted to it. 

 Such a man was “Andy the Donkey 
Man.” Andy owned about a dozen burros 
and lived in a tiny trailer near Highway 
111 in Palm Desert. He had no car, no 
family, or visible means of support. 
People who befriended him brought 
feed for his donkey. People would bring 
their kids to feed the donkeys by hand 
and make donations to Andy. He was 
small, didn’t talk much or move very 
fast, and wore a large cowboy hat. At 
night he would walk along the highway 
to a bar and have a beer, and then walk 

home to his trailer. I don’t know exactly 
how long Andy lived here but he was 
a fixture in Palm Desert and everyone 
knew him. He was what they have in 
many resort communities. Laguna Beach 
had “the Greeter” who waved at all the 
cars driving along the Pacific Coast 
Highway. Andy was losing his eye sight 
and it was learned that he had cataracts. 
Some people took up a collection for an 
operation to restore his vision. Before 
long they had enough money for the 
operation and had volunteers to care for 
his donkeys during his recovery. Andy 
lived there for a few more years and 
continued his nightly ritual. Sadly one 
night while he was walking home from 
his favorite beer joint, he was struck 
from behind by a car and was instantly 
killed. The driver wasn’t charged as 
it was very dark and Andy was on the 
highway. The donkeys were given up for 
care by the Humane Society. 

Les Chadoin was a prospector, 
artifact collector, and gold miner who 
had a pickup and camper, and a lot of 
stories. He would invite me to go with 
him to show me springs, oasis, Indian 
petroglyphs, and all kinds of wonderful 
things he had discovered and that only 
he knew about. Les was a tall man with 
very large ears. When he found out I 
liked hiking and exploring he was ready 
to have me join him. I accompanied Les 
on a few day trips, but never very far out 
in the wilderness where he would have 

liked to show me more. I always had 
other things to do, my family needed 
me more, and I always thought there 
would be more opportunities. Les 
died of a heart attack and it is one of 
my deep regrets that I didn’t learn 
more from him. 

Ross was a hermit who lived on 
top of a sand dune in a teeny little 
concrete building. He owned his 
sand dune and the ten acres around 
it. One of his very few friends 
owned the adjacent ten acres and 
they devised a plan to irrigate it 
and raise hay. Ross leveled, plowed 
planted, watered, and cut his hay and 
got a yield of eighty bales the first 

year. It was his last year and he didn’t 
bother with it the next year. He acquired 
the adjacent ten acres of sand and 
tumble weeds. Ross didn’t own anything 
because it would get stolen. He had a 
very old four wheel drive truck that he 
used to go to the beer joint every night 
so he could watch television. One of his 
quirks was that if you started him talking 
about any subject, he would give you the 
whole history from beginning to the end 
of whatever that subject was. Such was 
the story of his hay growing venture. 
Eventually, progress made its way to 
Ross’ front door and he was paid a visit 
from a man who wanted to buy his sand 
dune, tumble weeds and all. Ross was 
paid $50,000 per acre for his little piece 
of paradise and it is now a part of the El 
Dorado Polo Club. 

There was another Les. He was Les 
Shockley. He lived out in the canyons 
and rocks and drove a Jeep. I used to see 
him and talk to him about the old days, 
when the Army moved in to the desert to 
train for desert warfare in North Africa 
during World War ll. He told me about 
General Patton’s headquarters at what is 
now Palm Desert. He knew everything 
about every part of the desert and all 
of its animal life. One thing curious 
about these old desert rats is that they 
are very friendly and willing to open 
up to anyone willing to listen. They 
don’t seem to be afraid of strangers. 

Desert 
Rats I 
have 

Known
by Jerry Dupree
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More Petroglyphs

Petroglyphs

Years later Les learned he had cancer 
and he drove his Jeep off of Vista Point 
where the hang gliders launched from. 
A witness said he made several passes 
before he took his final run. 

Harry Oliver was a weird old guy 
who lived in Thousand Palms. He built 
himself a fort from adobe and called it 
Fort Oliver. He published a newspaper 

and printed it on a cardboard much like a 
restaurant menu. He said it was the only 
newspaper in the world you could read 
in the wind. He died and was cremated 
and his ashes were placed in an ammo 
can and buried in his “fort.” The fort 
is no longer there, but there is a street 
named “Harry Oliver Road.” 

There is so much charm in the desert 

and I have many fond memories of life 
as it was before it turned to so many 
cities. These are things you see and learn 
when you hunt and explore the canyons 
and rocks out here. I’m beginning to feel 
a kinship to those men and somehow 
envy their slow pace and worry free 
lives. Who knows...     
  ~ Jerry

Wyatt Earp’s 
Neighborhood
By Alan & Claudia Heller

Photos: Alan Heller

As Rondy Explorers set out from 
Blythe on various trips, we hooked up 
with DE member Cooper and his dog 
and caravanned to the Blythe Intaglios 
making a stop to visit Wyatt Earp’s 
cottage. To see the pretty, modest blue 
cottage with a white picket fence in 
Vidal, California, one would never guess 
it was the home of the infamous tough 
lawman/gunslinger, Wyatt Earp. He 
led a tumultuous life with a long line 
of legal and 
questionable 
occupations 
but in the 
end, he and 
his wife Josie 
settled down 
in what was 
supposedly 
his only 
permanent 
residence 
(1925-1928). 
From his 
home he could 
work in his 
“Lucky Day” 
mine located 
nearby in the 
Whipple Mountains. Ironically, the little 
cottage was sold a few years back to 
Terry Ike Clanton, a direct descendent 

of the infamous Clantons which were 
Earp’s rivals.

We made a stop at what was the Post 
Office in Earp which is in Parker Valley 
near the California-Arizona border, not 

far from the cottage.  It was originally 
named Dennan, founded in 1910, and 
changed to Earp in 1920.   ~ Alan

A shaft of light pierces into Wyaatt Earp’s Lucky Day Mine

Josephine and Wyatt’s cottage
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Heading eastish from Apple Valley, 
Nelson led us by a local dinosaur 
gathering place then we visited backroad 
springs, a quail guzzler and several mine 
sites. Unfortunately, the big blue dino 
pictured in Bill Mann’s book has seen its 
last roundup and is now just a memory. 
We had a beautiful day with perfect 
temps and a light breeze. One flat tire, 
but otherwise a fine day in the desert.

Sidewinder, Stoddard & West Ord Mountains 
Saturday, April 22, 2017  • Trip Leader: Nelson Miller • Photos: Ken Hemkin & Jay Lawrence



Dale Mining 
District

Friday-Sunday June 2-4, 2017
Leader: Nelson Miller • CB 13

Exploration of the Dale Mining Dis-
trict, east of 29 Palms. We will visit the 
town sites of Old Dale and New Dale, a 
couple of mill sites, and possibly a dozen 
different mines, most of which also had 
mill sites associated with them. There ap-
pear to be large structures still standing at 
several of these sites. Most of the mining 
in the Dale District occurred from 1883 
into the 1920’s. Mines of the High Desert, 
by Ronald Dean Miller, describes the 
mines, people and history of this mining 
district. It is available at the Mojave River 
Valley Museum in Barstow, or online 
through Amazon. This book is dedicated 
to Fred Vaile who was known as the last 
of the old-time burro prospectors. Coinci-
dently, Fred Vaile graduated from Pomo-
na College, as did both Bill Mann and I, 
albeit decades apart. 

Vehicles with high clearance and 
low-range, 4-wheel drive are required 
for this trip. Meet in the parking 
lot behind the 29 Palms Chamber 
of Commerce and Visitor Center at 
73484 Twentynine Palms Highway 
(Highway 62) at 1:30 p.m. on Friday. 
Enter the parking lot from Desert 
Queen Avenue, next to the Arco 
Station. This is five blocks west of 
Adobe Road, which is the main entry 
road for the Marine Corps Base. 

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are 
coming, so I have an idea of how 
many vehicles. Please contact Nelson 
Miller for directions, if you are 
interested in joining us at the campsite 
Friday night, or Saturday morning. 
Everyone will be responsible for their 
own meals, but bring things to share for 
“Happy Hour” both evenings.

Santa Ana 
Mountains Tour

Saturday, June 10, 2017
Leader: Bob Jacoby

CB 13 
Due to the December to March 

rains, the Cleveland National Forest 
folks temporarily closed the Santiago 
Peak Trail. Bob postponed the trip 
until June 10.

Who says there is no off roading 
in Orange County? Join us for an 
interesting and scenic ridgetop trip 
across the Santa Ana Mountains. We 
will follow the Main Divide Road from 
above Lake Elsinore to Santiago Peak.  

We will then briefly retrace our steps to 
exit the mountains on the spectacular 
Indian Truck Trail.

We are tentatively planning a 
museum stop and a group dinner once  
we get back to the flat lands. This should 

be a very fun day filled with scenery and 
some interesting, moderately difficult 

roads. In fact, most of the trip will be 
easy but there are several very steep 
places where significant erosion has 
occurred. As a result, high clearance and 
four wheel drive will be required. 

An Adventure Pass will also be 
required to go on the trip. This is an 
absolute requirement of the Cleveland 
National Forest.

Email Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.
net if you plan to go on this fun one day 
trip. Specific instructions regarding the 
meeting place will be provided. Thanks.

White Mountains 
Traverse & Log 

Cabin Mine
Saturday July 21-23, 2017
Leader: Ron Lipari • CB 13 
White Mountain Traverse We will 

meet at Big Pine on Friday morning 
July 21 at 9:30 a.m. at the Country 

Kitchen. From there we will head up 
to the White Mountains via Wyman 
Canyon. A stop will be made at the 
Bristle Cone Pine Visitors Center 
before camping at Cottonwood Creek 
for a pot luck. 

Log Cabin Mine Saturday we 
will head down Silver Canyon 
(serious 4x4 trail - high clearance 
vehicles only), to Laws museum for 
a short stop. From there we will head 
to Lee Vining (stop for lunch at the 
Whoa Nelly Deli if time permits) 
and then up to the Log Cabin 
mine camping near the trailhead. 
Sunday we will hike to the mine 
(approximately 3 miles round trip 
with lots to see), and then head home 
Sunday. 

No pets on this trip. Thanks, Ron 
Lipari 805-444-5284 ronaldlipari@
gmail.com
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n April 8th, I was able to 
attend the Old Spanish Trail 
Tour of Cajon Pass. The 

event was organized by the Old Spanish 
Trail Association (OSTA) and was 
attended by some very prominent 
historians of the American West and 
particularly the Old Spanish Trail (OST). 
Also, there were four members of the 
Desert Explorers on the tour including 
myself, Nelson Miller, Dave Burdick, 
and Chris Parker. Nelson was one of the 
co-leaders of the trip. Another leader 
was historian Nick Cataldo who 
probably knows Cajon Pass, and its dirt 
roads, better than anyone around. Nick 
has participated in DE events over the 
years. 

Most of you probably have heard of 
the OST. Essentially it was primarily a 
mule pack route between Santa Fe and 
Los Angeles, which developed partly 
from a network of American Indian 
and Hispanic trade routes. Although 
primarily a trade thoroughfare, it also 
was used by explorers, trappers and 
immigrants. The heyday of the trail was 
the time period 1829 to 1848. One of 
the most arduous stretches of the trail 
consisted of the descent into Cajon Pass. 
This was a major challenge for pack 
trains and this was the focus of our trip. 

The group gathered early Saturday 
morning in Hesperia at the edge of 
something that was new to me, the 
Victorville Fan. This interesting 
geological formation is mainly hidden 
when you are traveling on I-15 but it is a 
very spectacular looking hole when you 
are overlooking it. The OST actually  

 
proceeded across the Victorville Fan and  
through its small valley all the way to 
the rim of Cajon Pass.

We soon arrived at Cajon Summit 
and viewed the site where the Summit 
Inn once stood. This was a landmark site 
on Route 66. Unfortunately, it burned 
down in the most recent fire in Cajon 
Pass. From this same area we were able 
to view the upper end of the John Brown 
Toll Road (1861-1881). This was the 
first engineered and maintained road 
through Cajon Pass.

We then proceeded to the Forks of the 
Mojave. This is near the Mojave Forks 
Dam where the source of the Mojave 
River is. One alignment of the OST went 
through here. We then moved on to the 
Horsethief Canyon area where a toll 
house for the John Brown Toll Road was 
located. There are still some remnants of 
this structure right off the dirt road that 
leads to the Canyon. The 1914 National 
Old National Trails Highway also was 
routed through this area. In addition, 
Horsethief Canyon originally was used 
as an Indian trail, the OST itself, the 
Mojave (Government ) Road, John 
Brown’s Toll Road, and Route 66. It is 
now part of the Pacific Crest Trail.

At the foot of Horsethief Canyon near 
the McDonalds of I-5 we observed the 
Santa Fe - Salt Lake Monument. This 
was erected here about 100 years ago 
and commemorates what is now known 
as the Mormon Road. We learned that 
the Mormon Road which went from Salt 
Lake City to the San Bernardino Valley 
followed much the same route as the 
OST through Cajon Pass. 

 
The next stop was at a landmark  
that everyone is familiar with, Mormon 
Rocks. These sandstone rocks were 
pushed up by the San Andreas Fault. 
They served as a key landmark on the 
OST and for the other trails and roads 
that traversed Cajon Pass.

We then went on, on mainly paved 
roads, to the Blue Cut Trail Marker. The 
Blue Cut Trail Marker is placed at the 
site of a rest stop on old US Route 66. 
The OST was nearby on Cajon Creek 
just north of the marker. When you are at 
Blue Cut, you are standing right on the 
San Andreas Fault!

I have only provided a brief overview 
of this fantastic trip. The amount 
of historical knowledge as well as 
geological insights from the leaders of 
this trip was truly remarkable. I don’t 
think I will ever look at Cajon Pass the 
same way again. I believe we should be 
thinking about this adventure as a DE 
trip. It would be a fantastic experience 
and we could add some touches such 
as taking the four wheel drive road to 
Monument Peak where Jedidiah Smith 
crossed. 

I also urge anyone who has further 
interest in the Old Spanish Trail 
Association to check out their web site. 
They are an outstanding group with 
excellent and knowledgeable leadership. 
They will be having their annual 
convention in early October in Barstow. 
There will be a number of outings as 
well as historical talks. It should be a 
great event!      ~ Bob

The Chairman’s Corner • Bob Jacoby
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270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 
Admission is always free

Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvm@verizon.net
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April in 
Antelope Valley 

Photos: Jay Lawrence



April’s Mystery Spot: Rhyolite 
Mercantile (1904 to 2014), Rhyolite, 
The Winner’s Circle: Jean Roode, 
Leonard Friedman, Jay Lawrence, 
“Coop” Cooper.

The town got its start back in 
1904, when gold was discovered in 
the Bullfrog hills. Claims were staked, 
folks rushed in to get their share of the 
gold and several settlements sprang 
into existence. Rhyolite was the largest 
and longest lived. A lot of money was 
invested in the mines in the hills and 
in the property in town. Concrete 
sidewalks lined the streets, electric lights 
shone through the night. The town had 

everything. A fire department, police 
station, hospitals, schools, fraternal 
associations, good and bad sides of 
the tracks. Speculators speculated. 
Swindlers swindled. And all the other 
things one can imagine happening in 
a wild gold town happened. And faster 
than a miner’s pickax, once the gold 
played out and the frenzies calmed 
down, Rhyolite was a ghost. By 1910 
only 675 residents remained. That 
same year, the last three banks in town 
closed. The post office kept posting until 
1913; the last train left the station the 
following year. The power company 
turned off the electricity in 1916. By 

1920, the census reported only 14 folks 
left in town. Buildings began to crumble, 
or were torn down for their materials 
to be used in other towns. The desert 
slowly reclaimed its property.

And while most of the original town 
is gone, there’s still enough history 
left along the old dusty streets to make 
visiting Rhyolite a rewarding experience. 
It’s generally still and quiet here in the 
desert, and walking amongst the ruins, 
you can’t help but wonder what it was 
like back when the town was alive. 
It really must have been something 
amazing. (Picture and words: Elliott 
Koeppel Cali49.com) 

   — Bob P

Well here’s a surprise... Bob is lost 
again. Apparently when he is found 
he doesn’t stay found long. Send your 
guess for this month’s puzzle to Bob at 
bopeltzman@gmail.com with the word 
“lost” in the subject and he will publish 
the names of people who correctly guess 
the location along with a new Lost 
puzzle to publish in the next newsletter. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.”
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Lost: Where am I?

Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 

Photo credit: Elliot Koeppel cali49.com

mailto:bopeltzman@gmail.com
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Attending: Dave Burdick, Daniel Dick 
& Bobbie Sanchez, Barbara Midlikoski, 
Mal Roode, Bill & Julie Smith, Jerry & 
Dolly Dupree, Bob Jacoby, Steve Jarvis 
& Kate Fosselman, Neal & Marian 
Johns, Nelson Miller, Sunny & Jean 
Hansen, Terry Ogden, Allan & Ding 
Wicker, Jay Lawrence. 

Meeting Opened 11:45 a.m.

Previous minutes: Approved.

Regrets Nan Savage-Healy, Debbie 
Miller-Marschke & Steve Marschke

Treasurer Bill Smith has taken the bit in 
his teeth and reported 
balances in Paypal, 
savings and checking 
totalling $5,011.73 
including a small profit 
from the Rondy and 
$303 from the Silent 
Auction. A big thank 
you to auctioneers 
Bob Jaussaud and 
Steve Marscke! Great 
job on the Rondy 
Jerry Dupree and Bob 
Jacoby.

Newsletter Bill Powell 
volunteered to lend a hand to 
back up the newsletter assembly. 
He currently has a complete 
newsletter and all the ingredients 
so he can see how he likes the 
software and if he needs any help 
learning it.

Subscriber Guide No new news, 
but Mal Roode, Bill Smith, Bob 
Jacoby and Jay Lawrnce are 
digging into it. 

Museum We are currently trying to get 
a system together to keep up-to-date 
on MVRM memberships. Bob Jacoby 
will talk with Pat Schofstal. Also noted 
that all future DE checking accounts 
should be company accounts rather than 
personal to ease turning over signers 

when DE leaders change.

The museum is in need of volunteers. 
They have a lot of pieces but the exhibits 
have not been updated in a very long 

time and there are many things that need 
to be repaired or tuned up, particularly 
the displays. There are nine board seats 
and currently three or four of them are 
vacant. They also need docents, the 
research room and the huge historical 
photo collection needs organization.

Discussion on setting up a work trip and 
museum cleanup in May or early fall, 
possibly including camping at Paradise 
Hot Springs. The museum is struggling. 

Jerry moved to donate 
to a museum building 
fund. The motion passed 
unanimously. It was noted 
that they have funds, but 
not enough hands.

Website Deb reported 
via Bob Jacoby that the 
website is up-to-date 
including trips and the 
PayPal subscription 
system.Thanks, Deb and 

Crazy Suzy!

News Welcome to Dave Burdick from 
Corona who described himself as a 
‘desert rat’ for the last 45 years. He 
enjoys desert history and currently 
drives a Jeep Rubicon.

The Old Spanish Trail Association 
will have 16 speakers at its national 
conference in Barstow October 5-8. It 
will be held at the Quality Inn.

Rondy 
Unanimous 
accolades on the 
success of the 
2017 Rondy and 
many attaboys 
for Jerry Dupree 
who put the whole 
thing together 
from the getgo. 
The location and 
facilities were 
great, we had a 
bunch of trips, 

now where are we going to have the next 
one? Trona was mentioned but lack of 
facilities would be an issue. Ballarat and 
Ridgecrest were also mentioned. Barbara 
Midlikoski knows the area well after 
having lived in Ridgecrest for a number 
of years. She suggested the Fairgrounds 

Desert Explorers Meeting Minutes February 11, 2017
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Desert Explorers July Business Meeting
Saturday, July 8th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Ding & Allan Wicker’s Home

for a site and the Carriage Inn for 
catering. We had a successful Rondy 
there in 2004. Bob Jacoby will give it an 
initial look and report back.

Trips Nelson is running his Stoddard 
Mountains trip on the 22nd and Bob 
Jacoby will run his Santiago trip on 
June 10. Nan is working on a possible 
May trip to the William S. Hart museum 
and maybe dinner at the Rock Inn. 
Nelson asked that if you have a place 
you would like to explore, let him know 
and he would research it. Bob Jacoby 
is contemplating a Fall trip on unpaved 
old sections 
of Route 66. 
Big Bear area 
trips from 
Bill Mann’s 
book on that 
area might be 
some good 
possibilities.

New Business Bob Jacoby will stay on 
as Chairman now that Bill Smith has 
taken over the Treasurer duties. There 

was unanimous approval and a general 
sigh of relief to accompany the applause.

Next meeting 
Ding and Allan 
Wicker’s home 
Saturday July 
8th, 11:00 a.m.

Adjourned 
1:00 p.m.

Movie! We all 
got to see Steve 
Jarvis and Kate 
Fosselman’s 

excellent new full length documentary 
The Women in the Sand and it was 
excellent! Steve and Kate obviously 
poured their considerable talents 
into every bit of it and it shows at 
every turn. All who saw it were 
wowed and wished them luck on the 
national and international film festival 
competitions. It is both powerful and 
beautiful. Very nice work indeed.



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 

Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quintea CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 

David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 

Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com

Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 

Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net

Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 

Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com

Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 

Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 

Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net

Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 

Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com

Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 

Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 

Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com

Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com

Jean Roode Newsletter Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com

Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com

Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com

Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5851 Shirl Street Cypress CA 90630 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com

Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

mailto:robertnshirl@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:bandbgossett@verizon.net
mailto:jeanandsunny@gmail.com
mailto:jeanandsunny@gmail.com
mailto:echco@msn.com
mailto:echco@msn.com
mailto:famheller@msn.com
mailto:vlanehill@aol.com
mailto:mhach22@gmail.com
mailto:mhach22@gmail.com
mailto:jacoby.r@att.net
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:ronaldlipari@gmail.com
mailto:dmiller@guideone.com
mailto:stevemarschke@gmail.com
mailto:jmcgw@verizon.net
mailto:nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:dmess@ctaz.com
mailto:bgneill@earthlink.net
mailto:bopeltzman@aol.com
mailto:12211102@gmail.com
mailto:mal@roode.com
mailto:DENewsltr@gmail.com
mailto:aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
mailto:lahapel@yahoo.com
mailto:desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
mailto:misterbillsmith@gmail.com
mailto:annestoll@verizon.net
mailto:agstoll@csupomona.edu



