
     tasty turkey dinner. Cheryl Mangin  
  from the Needles Museum joined us for 
the festivities. 

Thursday morning we all started 
for Blythe before sunrise to meet Bob 
Jacoby, Nelson Miller, Bill Powell, 
Randy and Margaret Peterson and 
Vicki Hill at Blythe, the official start of 
the trip. On the journey south toward 
Blythe, we made a brief stop at Wyatt 
Earp’s house in Vidal, crossed the 
Colorado River on Agnes Wilson Road 
and visited the WWII Poston Relocation 
Camp. Even so, we made it to Blythe by 
8:30 a.m. as planned, but just barely.

 After gassing up, we all headed south 
to Cibola Wildlife Refuge, where we 
visited the historic cottonwood log cabin 

built by Carl Bishop in 1910. It’s design 
included a “dog trot” or breezeway 
separating the kitchen from the living 
area. This helped keep the living area 
cool and relatively safe from fire. It also 
made the dog happy. 
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2017 DE 
Rondy 2-day 
Inbound Trip

by Bob and Sue Jaussaud

The trip actually started in Needles 
on Wednesday when most of 
the crew, including Mignon 

Slentz, Glenn Shaw, Mike Vollmert, 
Jim Watson, Mal Roode, and Neal & 
Marian Johns got together and camped 
at our place on the Colorado River. That 
evening, the dinner potluck grew into a  

Castle Dome City
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Only a short ways below the Bishop 
cabin, we discovered our planned route 
to the Red Cloud Mine had been closed 
by the 
powers 
that be for 
reasons 
only they 
know. So, 
we took 
the scenic 
Ehrenberg 
Cibola 
Road 
through 
the Yuma 
Proving 
Ground, 
past an 
Iraqi 
village mock up 
and over Felipe 
Pass to AZ 95 in 
order to continue 
south. 

The Castle 
Dome Mine 
Museum was 
not far from our 
route, so we 
detoured there to 
check it out. It 
is an incredible 
collection of 
historic buildings 
and artifacts, well 

worth a visit. 
Heading west from the museum, we 

again entered the 

Yuma Proving Ground stopping for a bit 
at a large display of World War II tanks. 

Then, continuing 
west, we skirted 
Imperial Dam 
and started 
looking for 
gas. Mal led 
us through the 
chaos of Yuma 
to a gas station 
and we were 
able to resume 
our trip. We 
headed toward 
Picacho and 
after a side trip 
to the Graffiti 
Fields (acres 
and acres of 
rock graffiti) 

we found a pleasant desert wash with 
many palo verde and ironwood trees and 
camped there for the night. 

Early next morning, after deciding 
to head west instead of south, we drove 
a beautiful flower adorned two track 
toward Sidewinder Pass. Our road 
continued west, but deteriorated rapidly 
on the west side of the pass. We ended 
up in a rock strewn wash but, luckily, 
found a steep “go up” that put us on the 
road to the Guadalupe Mine in the Cargo 
Muchacho Mountains. Kudos to all who 
drove that wash and “go up” without 
hesitation or complaint. We were so 
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“Lake Obregon”

Arrowweed Spring

Glenn at Black Mountain Mine

Group at Wyatt Earp home at Vidal
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thankful the road ran, as it would have 
been a very long ways around. 

Continuing west from the Guadalupe 
Mine, the road took us past Obregon, 
the American Girl Mine and out to the 
Ogilby Cemetery, where Mike 
left us. He was returning home so 
he could attend a service for Ron 
Lipari’s Father who had passed 
away just before our trip. 

Several folks had not seen 

Tumco, so we detoured there next and 
found the Hedge Cemetery. Tumco 
is now closed to vehicles, but an 
instructional kiosk had some valuable 
information about the old townsite and 

mine. 
Our next goal was to find the Peter 

Kane Water Hole. Mal and Bill used 
their navigational apps to help locate it. 
The desert all around was covered with 

wild flowers of 
many varieties. 
Reluctantly 
leaving, we 
continued up the 
Vinagree Wash 
Road to Arrowweed Springs, where we 
found a beautiful old wooden windmill 
still turning. From the spring, we 
followed a ridge road over the mountains 

to an old mine in the Black Mountains 
complete with rusting autos. That ridge 
road had to be a highlight, as the flowers 
and views were awesome. People joked 
that it was so green that we must be in 
Ireland. Our trip ended when we arrived 

back at 
CA 78 
south 
of Palo 
Verde. 
Many 

thanks to everyone for a great trip.  
          ~ Bob and Sue
Photos: Mal Roode and Mike Vollmert

Nelson and Bishop cabin

Peter Kane Spring

WWII tanks at Yuma Proving Grounds

Marian, its steep!

Graffitti Field
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Our group 
met up outside 
the Rondy HQ 
at 9:00 a.m. 
and convoyed 
to Quartzsite, 
AZ where we 
regrouped before 
continuing 
onward.  The 
expedition 
consisted of 
nine vehicles 
and 17 intrepid 
Explorers 
including, leaders Bob Jacoby and Bill 
Powell, Ron Ross, Nancy Maclean, 
Eileen and Terry Ogden, Bill and Julie 
Smith, Marian and Neal Johns, Joan 
and Ted Berger, Fredrick Raab, Danny 
and Norma 
Siler, Steve 
Jarvis, 
and Kate 
Fesselman.

From 
Quartzsite, 
we drove 
North on 
AZ 95 and 
then turned 
right onto 
Plomosa Road 
(aka Bouse 
Highway). 
About six 
miles later, 
we turned 
left off of the 
pavement. 
Over the next 2 ½ hours, we followed 
several BLM dirt roads in a clockwise 
loop around and through the Plomosa 
Mountains.

The beginning portion went North 
along the base of the mountains.  
This meant crossing washes every so 
often.  Most were shallow and easy to 
negotiate. However, two of them were 

more difficult to traverse and 
some vehicles had to take 

two or three tries to get over the 
opposite rim.  There were also 
some sandy patches, but everyone was 
able to negotiate those easily.

Turning East, we gradually worked 
our way up a canyon and through a pass 
to the other side of the range.  Several 
times along the route, including the top 
of the pass, we stopped for photos as the 
desert was very much in bloom

Coming down the back side of the 
mountains, we traveled some distance 
down a wash before eventually turning 
right back onto the Bouse Highway.  Just 
before returning to the spot we had left 
the highway that morning, we stopped at 
a turn out for lunch and a short hike to 
“The Fisherman” intaglio.

After our lunch break, we drove back 
to Quartzsite and got onto the Interstate 
headed East.  A few miles later, we 

exited onto 
Gold Nugget 
Road.  
Within a 
few hundred 
yards 
we were 
rewarded 

by the end of 
pavement and 
proceeded a 
mile of so before 
turning right 
onto BLM roads 
again.

We continued 
in a Southward 
direction for a 
couple of miles 
to the ruins of 

the Desert Queen mine. After exploring 
and photographing the mine, we saddled 
back up and proceeded back the way we 
came for about a half mile before turning 
South again toward Dripping Springs.

The route then went through a series 
of washes before making a series of 
steep ascents and descents over some 

Plomosa Mountains and Dripping Springs
by Bill Powell

Blooming Desert

Checking out the intaglio

Desert Queen Mine

Dripping Springs

Circle the Wagons

Down the shaft

Following the vein

Down the canyon

Lupine
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hills and down into a narrow canyon.  
Going down the canyon for some 
distance, we made a sharp left and made 
a final steep climb out of the canyon 
to Dripping Springs. There was a large 
enough area to park all of the cars and 

everyone got out to stretch legs and 
explore the area.  Some of us went 
down a short path to the spring which 
seeped out of a low cave up against the 
cliff.  Near the parked cars there was the 
remains of a stone cabin and two large 
boulders with petroglyphs.

At this point, we decided to continue 
down the canyon to complete the loop 
rather than return the way we came.  
This proved to be an interesting choice 
as there were several spots in the next 
mile that were difficult for some of 
our vehicles to negotiate.  Everyone 
managed to get through without damage, 
but we were slowed down considerably 
while guiding people over the obstacles.

We finally made our way out of the 
canyon and back onto the flats.  Several 
miles later we emerged back onto 
pavement in Quartzsite.  Everyone then 
made their way separately back  to Blythe 
and arrived just in time for the Saturday 
banquet. A long, but satisfying day.

           ~ Bill

Sandy going...

Top of the Pass Plomosa Mtns

Saguaro

More Petroglyphs

Stone Cabin

Petroglyphs
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Saturday 
morning of the 
Rondy found 
our merry band 
heading for the 
west side of the 
Kofa National 
Wildlife Preserve, 
south of Quartzite. 
Our intrepid 
explorers included 
Bruce Barnett; 
Leonard, Rebecca 
and Hannah 
Friedman; Brett 
Henrich and me.

The day was 
rather spectacular. 
The desert was 
well watered and 
the ground flowers 
were in bloom. 
Larger plants like 
Ocotillo, Barrel 
Cactus and Saguaro 
were showing signs 
that they would be 
blooming soon as 
well. After some 
easy navigating on 
graded dirt roads we 
found the Kofa Palms 
information kiosk, 
paused to soak up 
some knowledge and 
then headed east to the palm canyon 
trailhead.

The first half of the trail was clear 

and well marked. 
The second 
half needed a 
bit of scouting. 

The palms turned out to be 
tucked into higher canyons 
on the north side of the trail, 
visible in the deep shadows 
but challenging to hike to. We 
stayed on the trail going east 
until we ran out of canyon, 
finding another lone palm 
on the southeast end of the 
canyon. Definitely a fine 
morning walk.

Opting to put off lunch 
until we reached our second 
destination (since it was so 
close...), we headed out by 
vehicle back to the kiosk turn 

and headed 
north and east 
onto what is 
left of the Kofa 
Queen Canyon 
Road.

This leg 
turned out to 
be a bit less 
used, more 
overgrown 
and more 
washed out by 
flashfloods. 
Fewer tracks, 
bigger obstacles 
and looser 
sand. Still no 
problem for any 
of us except 
for one minor 
hitch. When we 

Kofa Palm Canyon
Trip Leader: Jay Lawrence



stopped at our lunch 
destination, Rebecca 
was nowhere in sight. 
Leonard thought she 
had snagged a ride 
with Bruce, Hannah 
said no, Bruce said 
no. Our head count 
was one short and 
everybody knows we 
are only allowed a 
10% loss on any trip. 
Since there were only 
six of us, we figured 
we had better find 
her. Leonard reversed 
course and picked 
her up, still waiting 
at our last photo stop. 
He may not hear the 
end of that episode 
any time soon but 
Rebecca was in good 
spirits and everybody 
grabbed some shade 
and some lunch.

I am a map addict and had noticed 
a tinaja marked Cereus Tank on the 
topo so we took off on a quarter mile 
hike to find it and find it we did, full of 
water with a small concrete dam above 
it and a game camera watching over it. 
Two benchmarks were on a ledge a few 
feet away. There were no game tracks 
but the ground was so rocky any signs 
would have been hard to spot.

With that mission accomplished, we 
headed back to Rondy HQ for a swim 
and dinner. This time everybody was 
accounted for and there were no losses 
or caualties. Good trip!

           ~ Jay
Great photos: Leonard Friedman. Others: Jay
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Whipple Wash Trip Leader Bill Neill
We had 13 participants in eight vehicles: Bill & Gwenn Neill, 
Nelson Miller, Barb Midlikoski, Deb & Steve Marschke, Janet 
& Peter Austin, Anne & George Stoll, Jim Watson, Joe Preiss, 
Steven Faulstich. Photos by Bill Neill and George Stoll.

Group photo at our lunch stop in Whipple Wash, surrounded 
by volcanic rock about 20 million years old. (photo by George 
Stoll using my camera)

From our lunch stop, we hiked a quarter-mile up Whipple 
Wash to a large cave in the volcanic rock. 

The cave is named Skull Cave on Bob Jaussaud’s GPS device, but 
neither the Internet nor two BLM offices have knowledge of it.

The cave is about 2.5 miles from Lake Havasu and presumably 
was occupied prehistorically, but has no evidence of occupation.

View from cave interior of metamorphic terrain further 
upstream that’s separated from overlying volcanic rock by a 
horizontal fault that’s the main subject of geologic interest.

          ~ Bill 
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2017 Desert Explorer Rendezvous
Photos from Allan Wicker, Bill Neill & Jerry Dupree
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I have driven the Bradshaw Trail 
from the Salton Sea to Ripley before, but 
it was several years ago. This time I was 
to “lead” a trip by starting about midway 
between the two and thought I would 
recognize all of the landmarks and we 
reviewed the BLM map at the kiosk at 
the beginning of Summit Road. We met 
up at the Patton Museum parking lot and 
everyone arrived within minutes of each 
other. The trip was attended by Jerry and 
Dolly Dupree, Allan and Ding Wicker, 
Will and Julie Smith, Bret Heinrich, 
Terry and Eileen Ogden, Leonard and 
Hannah Friedman. Allan volunteered 

to be the tail and watch over us to be 
sure we didn’t have any stragglers. 
The trip proceeded east and we got off 
I-10 at Red Cloud Road so we could 
intersect Bradshaw. I took a wrong turn 
on the Red Cloud mine road, which 
went about ten miles and dead ended. 
As embarrassing as it was, it turned out 
to be the most scenic part of the trip. It 
cost us some time, but we did get to the 
Bradshaw Trail. The road parallels the 
Naval Gunnery Range and is plainly 
marked. We proceeded eastward and 
then determined we were running short 
on time. It was decided to 

head toward I-10 by way of Wiley Well 
Road which runs near the Ironwood and 
the Chuckwalla state prisons. We didn’t 
miss much scenery except a rough spot 
through a mountain pass. The scenery 
on Wiley Well Road was very nice. 
There is a modern campground near the 
intersection of Bradshaw Trail and Wiley 
Well road. I am mentioning this for 
future reference if anyone is interested in 
visiting the area. 

The trip continued without incident 
and we arrived at the Rondy in Blythe 
on time. ~ Jerry

Bradshaw Trail Rondy Inbound Trip 
March 10, 2017  • by Jerry Dupree



Sidewinder, 
Stoddard and 

West Ord 
Mountains

Saturday April 22, 2017
Leader: Nelson Miller • CB 13 

This is a re-scheduled trip from 
January 21 that I had to cancel due 
to illness. Meet in front of Walmart 
(20251 State Highway 18 – Happy 
Trails Highway, Apple Valley, CA), 
next to McDonalds at 9:15 a.m. There 
are dinosaurs to see in the desert! We 
will visit dinosaurs, Fairview Dry Lake, 
see a guzzler, mines, and springs, not 
to mention interesting scenery, and 
hopefully a great desert floral display, 
as we explore the area north of Apple 
Valley.

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are coming, 
so I have an idea of how many vehicles, 
but this is not required.

Dale Mining 
District

Friday-Sunday June 2-4, 2017
Leader: Nelson Miller • CB 13

Exploration of the Dale Mining 
District, east of 29 Palms. We will visit 
the town sites of Old Dale and New 
Dale, a couple of mill sites, and pos-
sibly a dozen different mines, most of 
which also had mill sites associated with 
them. There appear to be large structures 
still standing at several of these sites. 
Most of the mining in the Dale District 
occurred from 1883 into the 1920’s. 
Mines of the High Desert, by Ronald 
Dean Miller, describes the mines, people 
and history of this mining district. It is 

available at the Mojave River Valley 
Museum in Barstow, or online through 
Amazon. This book is dedicated to Fred 
Vaile who was known as the last of the 
old-time burro prospectors. Coincident-
ly, Fred Vaile graduated from Pomona 
College, as did both Bill Mann and I, 
albeit decades apart. 

Vehicles with high clearance and low-
range, 4-wheel drive are required for 
this trip. Meet in the parking lot behind 
the 29 Palms Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitor Center at 73484 Twentynine 
Palms Highway (Highway 62) at 1:30 
p.m. on Friday. Enter the parking lot 
from Desert Queen Avenue, next to the 
Arco Station. This is five blocks west 
of Adobe Road, which is the main entry 
road for the Marine Corps Base. 

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are 
coming, so I have an idea of how many 
vehicles. Please contact Nelson Miller 
for directions, if you are interested in 
joining us at the campsite Friday night, 
or Saturday morning. Everyone will 
be responsible for their own meals, but 
bring things to share for “Happy Hour” 
both evenings.

Santa Ana 
Mountains Tour

Saturday, June 10, 2017
Leader: Bob Jacoby

CB 13 
Due to the the December to March 

rains, the Cleveland National Forest 
folks temporarily closed the Santiago 
Peak Trail. Bob postponed the trip 
until June 10.

Who says there is no off roading 
in Orange County? Join us for an 
interesting and scenic ridgetop trip 
across the Santa Ana Mountains. We 
will follow the Main Divide Road from 

above Lake Elsinore to Santiago Peak.  

We will then briefly retrace our steps to 
exit the mountains on the spectacular 
Indian Truck Trail.

We are tentatively planning a 
museum stop and a group dinner once  
we get back to the flat lands. This should 
be a very fun day filled with scenery and 
some interesting, moderately difficult 
roads. In fact, most of the trip will be 
easy but there are several very steep 
places where significant erosion has 
occurred. As a result, high clearance and 
four wheel drive will be required. 

An Adventure Pass will also be 
required to go on the trip. This is an 
absolute requirement of the Cleveland 
National Forest.

Email Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.
net if you plan to go on this fun one day 
trip. Specific instructions regarding the 
meeting place will be provided. Thanks.
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Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZD
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KE6DIR
David Bullock Los Angeles N3CUE
Jim Byrne Yucca Valley KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
De’Angelo Fernandez Eastvale KG6YGD
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Debbie Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Carl Noah Lake Forest AB7KD
Nancy Noah Lake Forest AE6XL
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff AZ KQ1S
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Springs KD6CY
Al Walter San Diego KG6GSM
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The Women  
In The Sand 

Special Screening
Steve Jarvis and Kate Fosselman 

will be screening their newly 
completed feature documentary film, 
The Women In The Sand at the April 
15th Desert Explorers meeting at Neal 
and Marion Johns’ home. The film 
runs 86 minutes and will be screened 
at the end of the meeting. Freshly 
popped popcorn will be served!

The filming of “The Women In 
The Sand”, narrated by Edward 
James Olmos, was a great honor and 
exceptionally rare opportunity. Elders 
of the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe have 
never allowed filmmakers 
to have such in-depth 
access to their lives 
and the history of their 
culture. 

Kate and Steve worked 
with care, respect and 
patience for over four 
years to capture this eye-
opening, impactful look 
into the true story of the 
Timbisha People. 

Synopsis: Two feisty 
elders of the Timbisha 
Tribe struggle with the 
US Government and their 
own tribal council to 
overcome injustice to save 

their ancient tribal culture in Death 
Valley, California – the hottest place 
on Earth! Through legends and stories, 
Pauline and Maddy Esteves reveal 
the rich history of their people. They 
travel to sacred sites, harvest pine 
nuts and search museums for early 
Timbisha basketry. Historians and 
supporters tell more of Pauline and 
Maddy’s fight to save their culture, 
ancient language and basket making 
art before it’s too late.

The film has been submitted to a 
number of national and international 
film festivals as well as being 
promoted in other ways in hopes 
of landing a contract with a major 
distributor for a public release of the 
film sometime in 2017 or 2018.

Come and enjoy this sneak preview 
screening!

Directions to Neal & Marian’s
Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and 

proceed uphill, Northwest into the 
mountains following Lytle Creek 
Wash. 

You will pass the Valero gas station 
(on your left) and shortly continue 
through a stoplight. 

Go six and one fourth miles, 
passing the Ranger Station and two 
stores on the right and our two story 
house is on the left behind a black iron 
fence directly across the street from 
the white, modular Post Office. 

If you get to the cross street Valley 
Vista you have gone 100 feet too far. 
Several friendly dogs will greet you 
but are confined behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance:  
(909) 887-1549.

Desert Explorers April Business Meeting
Saturday, April 15th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • The Women In The Sand Screening
Marian & Neal Johns’ Home



The action began actually on 
Thursday morning (March 10) 
when a group of us met across 

the river in Ehrenburg, Arizona to go 
on the annual Joseo (Bob Jaussaud) two 
day inbound trip. All of Bob’s trips are 
spectacular, but this was extra special. 
We explored both sides of the river 
between Blythe and Yuma and visited 
some country that many of us had never 
seen. We traveled over a couple of the 
most scenic roads that I have ever been 
on and really had a fabulous time. The 
group was able to get back to the Cove 
in time for the beginning of Happy 
Hour festivities on Friday afternoon. 
Elsewhere, in this newsletter there 
should be pictures and more stories 
about this great two days as well as 
about all of the other trips during the 
weekend. 

There were also two other one 
day trips on Friday which were very 
interesting. Gerry Dupree led an inbound 
trip with several vehicles along the 
historic Bradshaw Trail. Most of the 
folks who went on this dirt road journey 
all the way to Blythe had never been 
on this trail. Also, on Friday Nelson 
Miller led an afternoon trip to the Mule 
Mountain Intaglios west of Blythe. 
Nelson’s knowledge of Native American 
art and culture makes his trips special. 

Whenever the DE has a Happy Hour 
you can usually count on plenty of food 
and a wide variety of it. This was no 
exception. The Rec Room at the Cove 
was overflowing with mass quantities 
of good stuff to eat. This really set the 
stage for an evening of socializing and 
making plans for attending trips on 

Saturday and Sunday. The evening was 
topped off with a special Power Point 
presentation by DE members Claudia 
and Alan Heller. The presentation 
provided fascinating information 
regarding the strange and extraordinary 
sights that can be found in the California 
deserts. Especially interesting to me 
were pictures of the quirky roadside art 
on Route 66 in the Mojave. For those 
who were not there, I highly recommend 
the Heller’s book, Curiosities of the 
California Desert.

Saturday morning at the Cove saw 
three trips beginning at about the same 
time. Bill Powell and I led an all day 
trip hitting two areas across the river 
in Arizona. During the morning we 
enjoyed a scenic jaunt through the 
Arizona desert to Plumosa range north 
of Quartzite. We generally skirted the 
range but finally followed a road through 
a pass to the other side of the mountains. 
This was a fairly easy but interesting trip 
given all the wildflowers and blooming 
cactus. The afternoon part of the trip 
was a more harrowing drive from 
Quartzite to beautiful Dripping Springs. 
This road proved to be a rock crawling 
challenge but fortunately Mr. Neal Johns 
was along. Neal knew all the tricks 
and we managed to make it through 
relatively unscathed. Also on Saturday, 
Jay Lawrence led an interesting trip to 
the KOFA Wildlife Refuge in Arizona. 
There was also some special scenery on 
that trip. Finally, on Saturday Bill Neill 
led one of his geology trips. This time to 
the Whipple Mountains. 

Back at the Cove on Saturday night 
there was plenty of activity. We enjoyed 

a catered BBQ meal from Rebel BBQ 
in Blythe. The food was very good 
and everybody enjoyed the dinner. In 
my opinion, Rebel BBQ is by far the 
best place to eat in Blythe. They also 
have a branch in Lake Havasu. If you 
like BBQ you can’t beat this! After 
dinner we were very fortunate to have 
two guest speakers (Ned Hyducke 
and his assistant) from the Palo Verde 
Irrigation District. The presentation 
was fascinating and we all learned a lot 
of interesting information about water 
usage in the Palo Verde Valley. The 
speakers also provided some interesting 
historical information about the Valley. 
To top the evening off most everyone 
visited the silent auction which has 
proven to be a valuable fund raiser for 
the club.

On Sunday morning it was time 
to say goodbye to the Cove, but the 
fun wasn’t over. There were three 
outbound trips to choose from. 
Nelson Miller led yet another trip to 
several areas including the intaglios. 
The reviews on this trip have been 
highly complementary. Bill Neil also 
led another geology trip. This time 
providing a tour of the Mecca Hills. The 
third trip was led by Gerry Dupree and 
was an interesting tour of the Paden Pass 
area north and west of Blythe.

If you like the desert dirt roads and 
enjoy the comradery of like-minded 
individuals the DE Rondies are very 
special. If you didn’t make it this year, 
plan on it next year. We will begin 
talking about next year’s Rondy at the 
DE business meeting on April 15th.

           ~ Bob

The Chairman’s Corner • Bob Jacoby
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270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 
Admission is always free

Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert
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Borrego in Bloom Photos from Ken Eltrich



March’s Mystery Spot: Wonderland 
Ranch in Joshua Tree National Park, 
CA. Correct guessers: Alan Schoenherr, 
Nelson Miller, and Randy Mathews.

“Whether you call it the Ohlson 
House, the Wonderland Ranch or Uncle 
Willie’s Health Food Store, the pink 
ruins near the Wall Street Mill trail 
are certainly photogenic and definitely 
enigmatic. They cause me to wonder 
many things and take many pictures, ask 
many questions but find few answers. 
Which makes me return again and again 
to see what I can find. This is another of 
my favorite spots in J Tree.

The property was apparently owned 
for some span of time by the Ohlson 

family. When they acquired the property, 
how long they owned it, why they chose 
to live here, who built the house, what 
they did when they lived here....I don’t 
know. I have seen a picture of the house 
taken in 1975, and at that time it was 
intact with a complete roof. It’s amazing 
how quickly things can change. My 
guess is that the house caught on fire at 
some point and when all was said and 
done, these ruins were all that were left 
standing. Death records list that a Signe 
Ohlson died in the town of Joshua Tree 
in 1986, at the age of 100. Who was 
Signe? I’ll bet that he (or she) had some 
connection with the Ohlson property, 
perhaps being the last resident of the 

house before 
it burned 
down. More 
research 
needs to be 
done.

So it’s 
easy to see 
why the 
place is 
referred 
to as the 
Ohlson 

House. And Wonderland Ranch kind of 
makes sense, being right on the edge of 
the Wonderland of Rocks. But who came 
up with the name, “Uncle Willie’s Health 
Food Store?” My guess.....rock climbers. 
They like to name everything.

At present, the ruin is filled with 
rubble, fallen walls, bricks, pieces of 
metal, bits of glass and assorted pieces of 
junk. Desert gold, in other words. It’s a 
great spot to visit and poke around in for 
an hour or two. Each time I visit, I run 
across something I didn’t see before. It’s 
easy to get to and the payoff is greater 
than the effort spent”. Calif49.com (used 
by permission). 

   — Bob P

Well here’s a surprise... Bob is lost 
again. Apparently when he is found 
he doesn’t stay found long. Send your 
guess for this month’s puzzle to Bob at 
bopeltzman@gmail.com with the word 
“lost” in the subject and he will publish 
the names of people who correctly guess 
the location along with a new Lost 
puzzle to publish in the next newsletter. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.”
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Lost: Where am I?

Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 

Photo credit: Elliot cali49.com



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 

Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quintea CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 

David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 

Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com

Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 

Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net

Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 

Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com

Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 

Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 

Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net

Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 

Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com

Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 

Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 

Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com

Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com

Jean Roode Newsletter Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com

Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com

Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com

Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5851 Shirl Street Cypress CA 90630 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com

Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com


