
 Rambling 
in the El 

Pasos
March 19-20, 2016

S 
pring in the desert is always a 
special time and a visit to the El 

Paso Mountains was long past due for 
me after twenty-five years. A trip plan 
was hatched. A crew of Desert Explorers 
signed on. Nan Healy, Bob Jaussaud, 
Stan Sholik, Ken Sears, Mignon Slentz, 
Ding and Allan Wicker and I met at the 
Redrocks picnic area east of Highway 14  
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      at the south end of Redrocks Canyon 
State Park. It was a beautiful Saturday 
morning, the first day of Spring, a 
perfect day for a quick turn around the 
neighborhood. 

This area a few miles to the east of 
the official park campground is a stark, 
rugged landscape with medium-sized 
mountains and a maze of roads, box 
canyons, wild geology plus loads of 
history. It was heavily prospected and 
mined in the 1890s and 1920s, with 
several areas actively mined right up 
through the end of the last century. 
Though the BLM and Park Service have 
done their level best to eliminate many 
historic old dwellings and structures, 
several notable exceptions remain. 

We kicked off the morning with a 
short loop to the south and east up Iron 
Canyon, going past the entrance of 
Nightmare Gulch, a scenic area that is 
closed for raptor nesting from February 
through July.

We then gained a little altitude and 

Photo: Stan Sholik



motored over to the site of the Old 
Dutch Cleanser mine. The mine follows 
a large angled seam of pumicite, with 
hundreds 
of large 
hollowed-
out rooms 
with huge 
pillars left 
in place 
to hold 

up the ceiling. Some 
exploring, 
a short 
hike, then 
downhill 
a bit to the 
Holly Talc 
Mine site, up 
Last Chance 
Canyon and 
the long way 

around to Cudahy 
Camp for a spot 
to overnight.

Our traditional 
potluck was 
first rate, and 
we munched 
and joked and 
told stories into 

the night. Spring 
Equinox was at 9:30 
p.m. but we kept the 
celebration fairly 
respectable.

Sunday brought 
more blue skies and 
beautiful sights. The 
area is a patchwork 
of low ground 
cover, rock-walled 
sandy canyons and 

spectacular 
layered cliffs, 
many lifted to 
wild angles over 
the millenia.

We made our 
way to Bickel 

Camp, an 
outpost that 
was the hub 
of mining 
activity from 
1920 to 1987 
when Walt 
Bickel passed 
away. Today 
it is an ad hoc 
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Long way down

The Old Dutch Cleanser Mine

Photos: Stan Sholik, 
Allan Wicker and 
Jay Lawrence
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museum of old mine equipment, desert 
treasures and patched together buildings. 
Hikes were taken, old gear inspected, 
and lies were swapped. This little piece 
of history has narrowly escaped being 
destroyed by the BLM and is now 
manned part-time by volunteers of 
the Maturango 
Museum in 
Ridgecrest and is 
worth a visit.

Our next 
stop was Burro 
Schmidt’s tunnel, 
a half mile 
tunnel all the 
way through a 
mountain, dug 
entirely by hand 
over a 38-year 
period by William 
“Burro” H. 

Schmidt (1871–
1954). Here is 
the story from 
Wikipedia:

“Burro” 
Schmidt, mining 
gold in the El 
Paso Mountains, 
was faced with 
a dangerous ridge between his mining 

claims and the smelter to the south in 
Mojave. Schmidt said that he would 
“never haul his ore to the Mojave 
smelter down that back trail” using 
his two burros. Thus, he began 
his tunnel in 1900. The tunnel 
was about six feet tall and ten feet 

wide. It was 
cut through 
solid granite 
bedrock and 
required 
little shoring. 
However, 
Schmidt was 

trapped many times by falling rock and 

injured often. He eventually installed a 
mining cart on rails.

In 1920 a road was completed from 

Last Chance Canyon 
to Mojave, eliminating 
the need for the tunnel, 
but Schmidt claimed 
to be obsessed with 
completion and dug on.

By 1938 he had 
achieved his “goal”, 
having dug through 
nearly 2,500 feet of 
solid granite using only 
a pick, a shovel, and a 

four-pound hammer for 
the first initial section, 
and carefully placed 
dynamite with notoriously 
short fuses for the 
majority portion. It was 
estimated that he had 
moved 5,800 tons of rock 
to complete his work.

Interestingly Schmidt never used the 
tunnel to move his mine’s ore. Instead, 
he sold the tunnel to another miner and 
moved away. A Ripley’s Believe It or Not 
cartoon celebrated the feat, calling him 
the human mole. Schmidt’s cabin has 
been largely abandoned and stands as it 
was in the 1930s, preserved by the dry 
climate. 

Bickel Camp
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The Bureau of Land Management 
states that they own the Schmidt 
Tunnel and associated surrounding 
land because it is an 
unpatented mining 
claim under the 
General Mining Act of 
1872 (i.e., ownership 
of the underlying land 
always remained with 
the U.S. government 
under the management 
of the Bureau 
of Land 
Management 
with only mining 
rights transferred 
to the mining 
claim owner) 
where no mining 
operations 
are underway, 
meaning that all 
rights revert to 
the BLM under the Federal Land Policy 
And Management Act of 1976 upon the 
death of the grandfathered claimant 

Evelyn A. (Tonie) Seger who had 
possessed the claim prior to 1976.

A small group of history buffs and 

outdoorsmen, The 
Friends of Last 

Canyon are actively preserving the site 
but ongoing disputes about ownership of 
the mining claim and historic structures 

continue to interfere with preservation 
efforts. As a result, Schmidt’s Cabin has 
fallen prey to vandalism.

Twenty-five years ago, the property 
was occupied and maintained by friends 
of Burro Schmidt after his passing, but 
today it is scrap. It is a sad testamant to 
government horseplay and the actions of 
desert vandals.

To wrap up the trip we headed east 
down 
Mesquite 
Canyon 
with a 
short stop 
for lunch, 
then south 
to hit the 
pavement 
near the 
Garlock 
townsite 

at Redrocks-Randsburg Road. Not too 
many miles, but a fun trip with great 
people. Many thanks to all who joined in.

  — Jay Lawrence

Nevada’s Tonopah to Sodaville stages meet on the road, circa 1903, for a rare respite. The iron engine would soon take 
their place as the next year, a 60-mile railroad connected Tonopah with the Carson and Colorado branch of the Southern 

Pacific Railroad at the Sodaville junction. The railroad would become known as the Tonopah and Goldfield Railroad.



5 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM no. 240 apRil 2016

The Ore 
Cart Caper 

by Bob Jaussaud

Ore carts have fascinated me since 
I was a little kid (Yes, that was a long 
time ago). I 
was introduced 
to ore carts at 
Knotts Berry 
Farm and again 
at Calico during 
early day family 
outings. I loved 
climbing around 
and in them. We 
rode in ore carts 
at Disneyland 
on the Mine Train in 
Frontierland. They 
have always been 
popular on TV and 
in movies. Indiana 
Jones even used an 
ore cart on one of his 
escapes. I was thrilled 
when I discovered an 
old photo of a very young, pre-Bob Sue 
and her sister at Calico with a mining 
train and a long string of ore carts in the 
background. My kind of women.

Ore carts have been around a lot 
longer than I have. Wikipedia has a 

drawing of one from 1556. An ore cart 
can go by many names including mine 
cart or mine trolley in the United States, 
cocopan in South Africa, and tubs or 
drams in Great Britain.

Traditional ore carts were made to 
roll on metal tracks. They were able 
to move large loads relatively easily. 
Originally, most ore carts were moved 

by men or animals. 
Steam, gas, diesel 
or electric locomotives were used at 
larger operations in later years.

Ore carts were obviously used all 
over the desert we explore and we 

often find mines with sections of track 
still intact. Unfortunately, ore carts 
themselves have become very scarce, as 
they were replaced with more efficient 
conveyor belts and almost all abandoned 
ore carts have been collected to serve as 
display pieces or yard art. The ore cart 
is still very much with us today, though, 
as they have evolved into the modern 

railroad car.
So, imagine my 

surprise when a good 
friend called last week 
and asked if I would like 
to have an old ore cart. 
Would I? A high school 
friend’s father had passed 
away and to settle his 
estate the family home 

was to be sold and 
demolished. The ore 
cart was going to be 
scrapped unless we 
came and collected it 
before the house went 
on the block. We did 
not hesitate. Through 
the generosity of 
Jenny, Joe and Jeff 
Jahraus and with the 
help of Greg Stewart, 
Mignon Slentz, Ron 

Lipari, Alan Schoenherr, and Suzy J., 
there is now an historic ore cart at its 
new home in our desert yard display.

The Women In  
The Sand Update
Over the last few months progress 

has been slow, sometimes very slow. 
But, we are now steadily moving closer 
to finishing. I feel confident we will have 
a finished film... dare I say an important 
film, before the end of spring. 

I looked back over my production 
notes the other day and was surprised to 
see that I actually started on this project 
in September 2011! Kate got involved a 
few months later. 

Once we started filming in Death 
Valley we found we needed to go even 
slower than we had first expected. It 
was important to be very careful not 
to put too much pressure on our aging 
Timbisha subjects. It worked. Even 
though it was hard to hold back and keep 
the pace slow, in the long run it forced 
me take the time to look very carefully 
and deeply into the fascinating story of 
these amazing women of the desert. 

We start the final scene-to-scene color 
correction next week. I can’t wait! Soon 
it will all come together. Stay tuned.

— Steve Jarvis
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Like Minds in 
Te Anau, New 

Zealand
By Anne Stoll

So if this world blows up someday 
soon, one could do much worse than 
escape to New Zealand. The landscape 
is a lot like California – rolling 
golden hills, cattle ranches bordered 
by eucalyptus, distant snowy peaks, 
crashing surf along a rocky coast, cities 
(Wellington and Dunedin, for example) 
that look for all the world like San 
Francisco. They even have earthquakes 
now and then, just like at home. Of 
course, there are waterfalls and 20-foot 
fern trees here and there to remind you 
that you’re a long way from California. 
But when we reached the town of Te 
Anau on the South Island and visited the 
Fiordland Vintage Machinery Museum, 
we knew we’d found kindred souls that 
all DE-ers would recognize. Shades of 
the Laws Railroad Museum near Bishop, 
here was a cool toy collection! The 
FVMM is a social club where members 
get together to restore old machines. 

We were so taken with the place we 
thought maybe our own Fearless Leader 
Neal should be entitled to name his own 
Machine of the Month?

 

This is an OLD washing machine  
and a lovely vintage Morris Minor.
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BREAKING NEWS! 
The motel in Shoshone will 

not be open, because it is being 
remodeled. They thought it 
would be done in time, but 
there were delays. Reservations 
have been cancelled.

n Please make your own reservation 
with Shoshone RV Park. Call the 
Shoshone RV Park and Motel at 760-
852-4224 for reservations.

n The motel rooms in Shoshone may 
be full by the time you read this. There 
are accommodations nearby in Tecopa 
and at Death Valley Junction and the 
Longstreet Casino.

n Be sure to bring an item for the 
Friday potluck and BYOB. The Friday 
evening Happy Hour (5:00 p.m.) and 
potluck (6:00 p.m.) will be held at the 
Flower Building. There will be kitchen 
facilities available. 

n The Saturday evening Happy 
Hour (5:00 p.m.) will also be held at 
the Flower Building area as well as the 
catered BBQ dinner (6:00 p.m.). 

n Susan Sorrels, the owner of 
Shoshone, will be our guest speaker after 
dinner on Saturday. 

n Don’t forget to bring some items for 

the Silent Auction. 

n There are a total of seven Rondy 
related trips. (There are two Friday 
trips, three events on Saturday and two 
Sunday outbound trips.) For the Friday 
trips you should contact the leader in 
advance of the Rondy to get the necessary 
information. You can sign up for the other 
trips at the Rondy.

Schedule of Rondy Activities
Friday April 1

10:00 Inbound trip on Old Spanish 
Trail (Las Vegas to Shoshone). 
Nelson Miller will lead.

12:00 Trip and hike to Grand 
Canyon of the Tecopa leaving 
from Shoshone and led by Bob 
Jassaud.

5:00 Happy Hour (Flower Building)

6:00 Potluck Dinner (Flower 
Building)

7:00 Silent Auction Begins (Flower 
Building)

Saturday April 2

8:30 Trip and hike to Greenwater 
pictographs and habitation 
sites led by Ron Lipari leaves 
Shoshone. 

9:00  Trip to Denning Springs led by 
Ted Kalil leaves Shoshone. 

1:00 Hike to Dublin Gulch and 
pupfish ponds led by Susan 
Sorrells leaves Shoshone. 

 5:00 Saturday Happy Hour begins

 6:00 Catered BBQ Dinner

 7:00 Presentation by Guest Speaker, 
Susan Sorrells. The title will be 
“The Ashford Brothers of Dublin 
Gulch.”

 9:00  Silent Auction closes.

Sunday April 2

9:00 Outbound trip on Old Spanish 
Trail begins (Shoshone to 
Barstow).

9:15 Outbound trip to southern end 
of Death Valley led by Bill Neill. 

Update: DE 2016 Rendezvous
Shoshone, California  April 1-3, 2016

Meals
Don’t forget a dish to share for 

the Friday Potluck at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Flower Building. There will 
be kitchen facilities available, if 
necessary. Happy Hour is at 5:00 in 
the same area; BYOB. 

Our Saturday Dinner Buffet – 
(clubhouse) Buffet time is 6:00 to 
7:00 p.m. Dinner will include the 
following items. BBQ Chicken, 
Ranch Beans, Garlic Bread, 
Dessert & Drink. 

Special Notice! This year the 
Rondy will feature a vegetarian 
option for those who prefer it. 
Probably it will be enchiladas. Be 
sure to note it on your registration 
form. If you have additional special 
dietary needs, you will need to bring 
your own food. 

Anyone who has not paid for the 
buffet may not participate in any part 
of the buffet.

Accommodations
Everyone will make their own 

space reservations for the Shoshone 
RV Park. This can be done by calling 
760-852-4224. In order to get the 
DE discount, identify yourself as a 
“Desert Explorer.” All spaces have 
full hookups and there is room for 
tent camping as well. The special 
rate for a space with a full hookup 
is $20 per night. The rate for tent 
camping is $15 per night. 

Please note there are other options 
in the area including in nearby 
Tecopa. We hope to see you there!
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Rondy Pre-Trip 
Shoshone South 

Boonies
March 29-31, 2016 

Leader: BobnSue • CB:13
Just prior to the DE Rendezvous, 

Sue and I are planning a 3 day, 2 night 
boonie camping trip south east of 
Shoshone. We have scheduled this trip 
so you won’t need to miss any of the 
other great Rondy trips. We will meet 
Tuesday, March 29, late morning some 
where near Baker and plan to arrive in 
Shoshone by mid afternoon on Thursday, 
March 31. We have discovered a lot 
of fun things to see, plus we will be 
doing some exploring. This trip will be 
for high clearance 4x4 vehicles only. 
No large campers. The trip is weather 
permitting and the number of vehicles 
will be strictly limited. If interested, 
email usontheriver@gmail.com for more 
information.

Rondy Inbound Trip 
Old Spanish Trail  

Las Vegas to Tecopa 
Added: Alternate 

Meeting Place
Friday, April 1, 2016 

Leader: Nelson Miller • CB:13
Meet at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, April 

1 at Old Spanish Trail Park, 8150 Tara 
Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89117. From I-15 
Freeway, take Sahara Avenue west 
5.5 miles to Cimaron Road. Turn left 
(south) and go 0.4 miles to Tara Avenue, 
turn left (east) and turn into parking lot 
on the left. The Old Spanish Trail ran 

diagonally through this park and there 
are a number of exhibits and a marker 
for the Old Spanish Trail in the park that 
are worth exploring.

Ron Lipari mentioned that some 
people may want to drive up from Los 
Angeles Friday, so if you would like 
to join later, meet at Nevada 160 and 
Pahrump Road, a dirt road 5.2 miles 
west of Mountain Springs (360.355’ N 
1150 35.852’ W). We will exit Nevada 
160 to the south at about 10:30 a.m. If 
you are not able to locate this road, meet 
at the pull-out on the south side of the 
road, just to the west of Williams Ranch 
Road in Mountain Springs just before 
10:30 a.m.

From Old Spanish Trail Park we will 
proceed to Blue Diamond, Mountain 
Springs, Stump Spring, Emigrant Pass 
and Tecopa following the route of the 
Old Spanish Trail. If interested, e-mail 
Nelson Miller at Nemiller47@yahoo.
com, or with any questions. Tecopa is 
only about 8 miles south of Shoshone.

Grand Canyon  
of the Tecopas

Friday, April 1, 2016 
Leader: Bob Jaussaud CB: Ch. 15

I will lead a hike into the “Grand 
Canyon of the Tecopa” leaving from 
Shoshone at 12 noon on Friday. The hike 
is short and steep. It leads to the site of 
the Lois Clark Ranch and is described 
in Bill Mann’s Guide, Volume 2. I have 
not done this hike before, so it will be 
an exploratory. It should be a good one, 
though. – Bob

Denning Springs
Saturday, April 2, 2016 

Leader: Ted Kalil • CB:13
We will meet at 9:00 a.m. in 

Shoshone and head south on highway 

27 and then soon turn west on the Henry 
Mack Road and begin our dirt road 
journey to the site of Denning Springs. 
Denning Springs is one of a half dozen 
mining camps that sprang up in the 
Alvarez Mountains during the mining 
boom in the early 20th Century. There 
are still a number of foundations and 
rock walls at the site. The trip will last 
most of the day, but we will be back in 
plenty of time for the Rondy Saturday 
evening festivities. Most of the trip will 
be easy, but there are some stretches 
where high clearance and even four 
wheel drive may be necessary. To sign 
up for the trip notify Ted Kalil or reserve 
a spot at the Rondy by signing the trip 
board for this adventure. 

Greenwater 
Pictographs

Saturday, April 2, 2016 
Leader: Ron Lipari • CB:15
Ron Lipari, Mike Vollmert and Mal 

Roode are planning on leading a trip 
to the Greenwater pictographs and 
habitation sites on Saturday during the 
Rondy. We would meet at 8:30 to drive 
to the trailhead. The hike is 6 miles 
round trip over rough and rocky terrain. 
Bring water and lunch for the trail.

Rondy Outbound Trip 
Old Spanish Trail  
Tecopa to Barstow

Sunday, April 3, 2016 
Leader: Nelson Miller • CB:13

We will depart from Shoshone at 
9:00 a.m. and pick up the Old Spanish 
Trail heading south. We will proceed 
past Dumont Dunes, Salt Springs, and 
Silurian Dry Lake. This also parallels 
the T & T Railroad grade. If there is 
interest and it is open, we may explore 
parts of Sperry Wash. South of Silurian 

Calendar of Upcoming Trips
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Dry Lake, we will follow the Powerline 
Road around Fort Irwin, since Bitter 
Springs is located on Fort Irwin. Along 
the Powerline Road are the Silver 
Lake Rock Cairns (another Bill Man 
site, Volume 1, page 54). We will go 
up to Impassable Pass in the Alvord 
Mountains, where the Old Spanish Trail 
exits Fort Irwin, and end at “Forks in-
the-Road”, east of Yermo. 

If interested, e-mail Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com, or with any 
questions.

Rondy Outbound Trip 
South End of  
Death Valley

Sunday, April 3, 2016 
Leader: Bill Neill • CB:15

Starting from Shoshone at 9:15 
a.m., we will head west on Jubilee Pass 
Road into southern Death Valley, with 
emphasis on geology and mining history. 
Primary sights will be the Amargosa 
Chaos — a geology formation of busted 
rock layers; Shoreline Butte; Ashford 
Mills Ruins; Saratoga Spring; and 
Salt Creek Hills, with optional hike 
to Amargosa Spring. Trip will end at 
Salt Creek in early afternoon, next to 
Highway 127 about 30 miles north of 
Baker. Roads are paved or maintained 
dirt. Sign up at the Rendezvous, and 
send questions to Bill Neill at bgneill@
earthlink.net.

Castaic to Lake 
Hughes to Piute 

Ponds (at Edwards 
AFB) to Exotic Feline 

Conservation Center in 
Rosamond

Saturday April 30, 2016 
Leader: Bill Neill • CB:13

After meeting at 9:30 a.m. in 
Castaic (north of Santa Clarita), we’ll 

caravan about 80 miles northward, 
mostly on pavement but with several 
stretches of maintained dirt. We’ll cross 
the San Gabriel Mountains on Lake 
Hughes Road; stop for picnic lunch 
at Elizabeth Lake; then climb Portal 
Ridge for viewing the San Andreas 
Fault Zone and Mojave Desert. Our 
afternoon destination will be Piute 
Ponds at the southwest corner of 
Edwards Air Force Base. These ponds 
are the largest freshwater marsh in Los 
Angeles County, popular with migrating 
waterfowl, but are not open to public 
visitation except by special arrangement. 
For more information, see www.
piuteponds.com. In the late afternoon, at 
Edwards’ west gate we’ll view an exhibit 
of fighter jets tested during the 1950’s 
and 60’s. Finally, in Rosamond, we’ll 
visit the Exotic Feline Conservation 
Center (see www.cathouse-fcc.org) for 
a special “Twilight Tour” when the cats 
are more active; and the trip will end at 
a Mexican restaurant in Rosamond. For 
more information contact Bill Neill at 
bgneill@earthlink.net

California to 
Washington Trip

July 2 – 9, 2016
Leader: Bill Powell • CB:13
Let’s head North for a week-long 

trip on the Oregon Back Country Route 
#5. This route will take us from the 
California/Oregon border on US 395 to 
Walla Walla, WA over a 750 mile (nearly 
all dirt) route that will see us traversing 
mountain and desert terrain on mostly 
Forest Service roads. There will be food 
and gas available on or near the route 
every one hundred miles or so. Expect to 
camp out every night, so bring all your 
gear for that.

Our journey will start at a breakfast 
rendezvous in Lakeview, OR on 
Saturday, July 2nd. We will then convoy 
South on US 395 to just across the State 

line where we will turn left onto County 
Road 2 and begin the route. We will 
loop back through Lakeview and then 
head north toward Summer Lake where 
the 1843 John C. Fremont expedition 
wintered over.

From there we will be entering 
high desert and will make our way to 
Christmas Valley and a side trip to Crack 
in the Ground, a three mile long fissure 
which can be explored on foot. From 
there we will continue across desert to 
US 20. There will be a slight jog on the 
highway and then back to dirt. We will 
then start gaining altitude and get back 
into forested lands.

Next we will travel East back across 
US 395 at Seneca, OR and then proceed 
Northwest toward Unity, OR. From  
there we will head North to Sumner, 
OR where we will have an opportunity 
to explore a gold dredge. The following 
stop will be the town of Granite where 
there is an historic power house.

Crossing I-84, we will continue North 
through the Blue Mountains and finally 
cross the Washington border and finish 
in Walla Walla.

It is not necessary to travel the whole 
route. There will be daily opportunities 
to leave and head back home. 

I have not had an opportunity to scout 
this route, but it is pretty well mapped 
courtesy of the Oregon Off Highway 
Vehicle Association. Their web site is: 
http://www.oohva.org

If you wish, you can purchase the 
route maps from them. Alternatively, 
I can email you a set of .kml files to 
import into your favorite GPS. There 
are quite a number of lovely pictures on 
the web site as well as a video. Other 
videos can be seen on YouTube.com by 
searching for OBCDR or OBDR.

If you are interested in this trip, 
please send me an email and many more 
details can be provided.

Bill Powell 1221102@gmail.com

Please send your stories, trip reports, photos, bad jokes, news and rants to temporary 

guest editor Jay Lawrence at solariscomm@earthlink.net May issue deadline is April 27



March 2016 Winners: Fossil Falls - 
Allan Schoenherr, Leonard Friedman, 
Bob Day, Vicki Hill, Bruce Barnett  

The Answer was: Near Red Rock 
Canyon road, West of Las Vegas.

Some 10,000 to 20,000 years ago, 
the first human beings camped along 
the ancient rivers and lakes of the 
Mojave Desert. These prehistoric people 
harvested lakeshore resources and 
hunted large animals. By 6000 B.C., 
extreme aridity caused the last of these 
ancient rivers and lakes (including 
the Owens River) to disappear. The 
grasslands, marshes, and large mammals 

that had once flanked these lakes 
vanished. Prehistoric human populations 
may have partially abandoned low-

lying desert 
areas in search 
of food and 
water in upland 
mountains areas.

Around 4000 
BC, climatic 
conditions again 
shifted from 
the extreme 
aridity of the 
preceding period 
to the relatively 

moderate conditions that exist today. 
A cultural pattern was established that 
emphasized the use of a wide variety 
of desert plant foods that included both 
small and large mammals, reptiles, 
insects and waterfowl as well. 

With only slight adjustments such as 
the additions of pottery and the bow and 
arrow, this way of life was still being 
practiced by the Little Lake Shoshone 
Indians at the time of the first European 
explorations of the Mojave Desert. 

Many of the archaeological 
sites at Fossil Falls are 
dated between 4000 BC and 
European contact in the 19th 
century.

Most of the archaeological 
materials found in the Fossil 
Falls vicinity, reflect this 
unique cultural adaptation to 
the desert environment. 

The rock-ring features 
directly adjacent to Fossil 
Falls supported conical 
brush or tule structure that 
served as shelter for only few 
weeks or month of the year. 
As mentioned previously, 
the need for mobility as 
various plant foods ripened 
at different localities made 
permanent structures 
unnecessary. 

A number of rocks and 
boulders possess smooth 
basins on their upper 
surface. These rocks are 

called metates and were used for 
plant processing: hard desert seeds 
were placed on the metate surface and 
ground with a handheld cobble called a 
miano. Over time, this grinding motion 
produced the characteristic smooth 
concave surface of the metate. Digital 
Desert

As you may have guessed, Bob 
Peltzman is lost again (!) and wants 
to know where he is. Our compadre 
“Where am I?” Bob went right 
when everyone else went left, and is 
completely lost. Send your guess as to 
where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@
aol.com (with the word “lost” in the 
subject), and he will send me the names 
of people who correctly guess the 
location along with a different lost map 
to publish in another newsletter. 

Your answer to Bob should let him 
know what area he is in such as “The 
southern part of Death Valley near the 
Devil’s Golf Course.”

Here’s the next one. Keep up the 
good work. 

— Bob P
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Where Am I?

Bob’s March Where Am I ? Image
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One of the joys of dirt roading 
is learning about the history of 
the areas we are traversing. All 

of the trails we travel are where they 
are for a specific reason.  It could be a 
utility corridor, a road to a mine or to an 
old homestead. However, in many cases 
the road is a remnant of an old historical 
trail.  Many times long distance trails 
may have originated as Indian trails and 
evolved into pack trails and wagon trails. 
Their specific route is usually based on 
the physical geography of the land and 
the location of springs for water.

One very significant example of 
these trails is what is known as the Old 
Spanish Trail (OST),  This historic route 
was primarily used between 1829 and 

1848. The route connected the Santa 
Fe area in New Mexico with the San 
Gabriel Mission and the fledging city 
of Los Angeles. This was not really 
an immigrant trail but more of a pack 
trail where woven goods from Santa 
Fe could be traded for much desired 
mules in California. The route ran 
northwest from Santa Fe into present day 
Colorado and Utah and then basically 
south following the Mojave River into 
southern California. Although there were 
a number of variations, that was the basic 
700 to 800 mile route.

There are still traces of the trail 
left along much of the entire route. In 
many places, it looks just like it did two 
hundred years ago. Many parts of this 

trail are crying out to be explored via 
high clearance four wheel drive vehicles. 
In fact, there are some guidebooks 
that provide some good information, 
including GPS readings, on the route. 

One of the individuals in the Desert 
Explorers with the most knowledge 
of the OST is Nelson Miller. Nelson 
is active in the Old Spanish Trail 
Association and is leading for our 
Rendezvous both an inbound trip and 
an outbound trip along the trail. If you 
are reading this before the Shoshone 
Rendezvous be certain that you have 
signed up for one or both of these trips. 
You will learn a lot of history and be able 
to drive interesting, scenic roads.   

Bob Jacoby

The President’s Corner • Bob Jacoby

Public Invited to Provide Input for 
Rasor Off-Highway Vehicle Area 

Management Plan

MORENO VALLEY, Calif. - The 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
Barstow Field Office, announced today 
dates, times, and locations of public 
meetings to allow public input in the 
development of the Rasor Off-Highway 
Vehicle (OHV) Area Management Plan. 

The goal of public input is to 
assess a variety of issues and proposed 
solutions. Comments and concerns 
regarding land use, OHV area access, 
visitor services, OHV recreational 
opportunities, facilities, resource values, 
and monitoring are welcomed.

Public meetings will be held at the 
following locations:

Thursday, April 28, 2016
5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

California Desert District Office
22835 Calle San Juan de Los Lagos

Moreno Valley, CA 92553

Thursday, May 12, 2016,  
5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

Baker Community Center
56725 Park Ave., Baker, CA 92309

Thursday, May 5, 2016
5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

Barstow Field Office
2601 Barstow Rd., Barstow, CA 92311

The Rasor OHV Area is accessible 
from Interstate 15 via Basin Road or 
Rasor Road exits. The OHV area is 
bordered by the Afton Canyon Natural 
Area to the west and the Mojave 
National Preserve to the east. The 
recreation area contains diverse terrain, 
ideal for sand-area OHV recreation. 
The topography varies from flat, sandy 
areas on the west and south, to the 
popular sand dunes on the east, and 
steep, rugged hills on the north. The area 
offers other recreational activities as 
well, including rock hounding, wildlife 
observation, sightseeing, photography, 
hiking, and rock climbing.

For further information contact:   
Zachary Pratt, Outdoor Recreation 
Supervisor, Barstow Field Office, 760-
252-6040.

BLM Public Input Sessions Desert Explorers
May Meeting

Saturday, May 7th
11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch
Neal & Marian Johns’ Home

Directions to Neal & Marian’s
Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and 

proceed uphill, Northwest into the 
mountains following Lytle Creek Wash. 

You will pass the Valero gas station 
(on your left) and shortly continue 
through a stoplight. 

Go six and one fourth miles, passing 
the Ranger Station and two stores on 
the right and our two story house is 
on the left behind a black iron fence 
directly across the street from the white, 
modular Post Office. 

If you get to cross street Valley Vista, 
you have gone 100 feet too far. Several 
friendly dogs will greet you but are 
confined behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance:  
(909) 887-1549.



12 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM no. 240 apRil 2016

Growing up my sister and I pretty 
much raised ourselves because our 
mother and father both worked. We often 
made our own breakfasts and lunches. 
My mother bought us a children’s 
cookbook. I guess she figured we needed 
a little help. One of the recipes turned 
out to be our favorite, and I used it with 
my kids and often make this recipe when 
our son comes over with his children. 
My granddaughter is very interested 
in cooking so I let her help with the 
preparation. It’s easy breezy, and she 
loves being a chef.

Goldenrod eggs
hard boiled eggs white sauce
toast or english muffins paprika
Use approximately 2 eggs per person. 

When I make hard boiled eggs I boil 
them for 13 minutes, I always test one 

before I take all of them out of the water. 
When they are perfectly hard cooked 
I remove them from the hot water and 
immerse them in a large bowl of ice 
water before peeling them.

Separate the white from the yolk. 
Cube the white, and smash the yolks 
until crumbly.

Make the white sauce as follows. 
Melt 2 TBS of butter add 2 TBS of flour, 
add 1 cup milk. Cook on the stove at low 
to medium heat stirring constantly. I also 
found you can make white sauce in the 
microwave by heating for 30 seconds, 
stir, 30 seconds again, stir and after 
about 2 minutes of doing this your white 
sauce is done. Of course when I was 8 
years old we hadn’t heard of microwave 
ovens.

Make some toast or muffins and 

spread with butter.
Mix the cubed egg whites in the 

white sauce. Pour over toast, sprinkle the 
crumbled yolk on top, Sprinkle a little 
paprika on top.

Now you have a dish that looks like 
it was made in a fancy restaurant and 
tastes delicious.

– Dolly Dupree

Goldenrod Eggs

Need a D.E. Calling Card?
In the days before the internet, 

introducing people to the Desert 
Explorers was as easy as shaking 
somebody’s hand, telling them a 
little bit about our group and handing 
them a copy of the newsletter. Do 
you see the 
2016 problem? 
We no longer 
print our 
newsletter, so 
there is nothing 
with our info 
to hand to 
someone.

In the interest of having something 
to hand them that will direct them to 
our website and let them see a copy 
of our newsletter, we are offering our 
subscribers a free DE calling card 
with whatever personal information 
a person cares to share on it, along 
with the DE logo, name and website 
information. FREE. 

We have a template that allows 
us to easily and quickly insert the 
personalized info and deliver back a 
high resolution, print-ready PDF by 
email. The subscriber (you) can have 
it printed very inexpensively online at 

VistaPrint, at a 
Kinko’s FedEx, 
Staples, a local 
printshop or 
you can run 
them out at 
home on Avery 
pre-cut card 
sheets available 

locally. Print instructions are included 
in the email. No cost to the Desert 
Explorers, easy to print and a simple 
three dimensional vehicle that is easy 
to carry and hand to people who are 
interested in our group.

If you would like a card, email Jay 
at solariscomm@earthlink.net for all 
the details. It’s easy.

Melinda McPetro
Gnarly Aridologist

www.desertexplorers.org
m.mcpetro@gmail.com

555.760.3335

Ham: KH6GBD 145.535MHz
CB: Channel 13

Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave River Valley Museum

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZD
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
David Bullock Los Angeles N3CUE
De’Angelo Friedman Eastvale KG6YGD
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Ted Kalil Apple Valley KG6AIT
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Debbie Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Carl Noah Lake Forest AB7KD
Nancy Noah Lake Forest AE6XL
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff AZ KQ1S
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Springs KD6CY
Al Walter San Diego KG6GSM

I hate small talk. 
I wanna talk about atoms, 
death, aliens, sex, magic, 
intellect, the meaning of 
life, faraway galaxies, 
the lies you’ve told, 

your f1aws, your favorite 
scents, your childhood, 
what keeps you up at 

night, your insecurity and 
fears... I like people 

with depth, who speak with 
emotion from a twisted 

mind. I dont want to know 
“what’s up”.
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        Historic Cabins Preservation Workshops 
Commemmorating  the Establishment of our National Park Service System 100 Years Ago 

 

 
  Geer Cabin                       Rogers Camp 

 
25 – 29 (Monday – Friday) April 2016 

 
Mojave National    Preserve (near Needles, CA) 

 
 

Geer Final Workshop 
 

! Replace historic wood siding in-kind 
! Restore windows 
! Repair ceil ing 
! Treat and protect all wood elements 
! Improve site drainage 
! Design interpretive sign 
       

A camping experience, and ‘hands-on’ stabilization at two historic 
cabins  

 
Volunteers needed! 

   
Hosted by     

Cornerstones    Community    Partnership 
 – celebrating our 30th birthday! –  

in    collaboration with    Mojave    National    Preserve,     and    the 
Vanishing    Treasures    Program     

     
For information please contact Jake Barrow:  

    jbarrow@cstones.org    or call 505.982.9521     

Anne Stoll recommends a fine 
resource for info on nature walks in and 
around Shoshone maybe for Sunday 
morning on our Rondy weekend. 

The Amargosa Conservancy’s 
delightful webpage 

www.amargosaconservancy.org 
which includes many goodies also 
provides a printable map of the birding 
trails around Shoshone. The Blue, Aqua 
and RedTrails leave from the Shoshone 
Museum and head out into the 1000-
acre private Shoshone Wetlands Nature 
Preserve. The White Trail goes west, 
up into Dublin Gulch maybe? You can 
probably guess where their Swimming 
Pool Trail leads. 

Amargosa 
Conservancy  

Info on  
the web

Geode wedding cakes are having a 
moment right now, but this amethyst 
one takes them to a whole new level. 
That gold foil! That RIDICULOUSLY 

realistic-looking amethyst! The fact that 
it may incite trypophobia! Intricate Icing 
Cake Designs used granulated sugar and 
rock candy to craft the mind-blowing 
work of art.

Baker Rachael Teufel told BuzzFeed 
Life that she used multicolored modeling 
chocolate to set the geode in the fondant 
before adding gold leaf as a final touch. 
Teufel whipped up the creation for an 
event company launch party in Denver 
over the weekend. The cake was part 
of a display that included a variety of 
geodes, which inspired her design. 
Teufel added that the cake took about 16 
hours to create, with several more hours 
of pre-planning.Teufel shared several 
photos, as well as a video, of the cake 
on her Facebook page, which has been 
viewed more than 1 million times.



 Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Ted Kalil, 22170 Moonbeam Trail, Apple Valley, CA 92308

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  sjhsn@verizon.net
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sjhsn@verizon.net
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544 951-306-4464  951-927-6476  vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete, Treasurer 22170 Moonbeam Trail Apple Valley CA 92308 760-240-0406  760-985-6307  tskalil@msn.com
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Ed. Emeritus, Sec. 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814 562-439-5323  562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Editor, Emeritus Sub. 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Nan Savage Healy Emeritus Newsltr. Dist./Xterra Terror  12354 Sarah St Studio City CA 91604 818-766-0401  nansavagehealy@gmail.com 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill & Julie Smith Too soon to say... 5712 Cosnino Road Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-9634  jubismith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  allan.wicker@verizon.net


