
East of the 
Cadys with 

Nelson
By Bob Jaussaud

W    
e met our Saturday Leader, 
Nelson Miller, at the I-40/

Hector junction for the first official 

Desert Explorer trip of 2016 on 
Saturday, January 23. The plan was to 
traverse the Cady Mountains through 
Hidden Valley on a little used desert 
road and visit the Desert Megaphone, 
discovered by Bill Mann, near Mesquite  
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Spring. After a frustrating detour 
caused by a BNSF road closure (as 
if the BLM and NPS road closures 
are not enough), we finally began our 
journey. The Hidden Valley Road led 
us up a gentle pass to an old well, then 
down a beautiful smoke tree wash to 
the historic Tonopah and Tidewater 
Railroad alignment. It was a beautiful 
Spring-like day that Sue and I were 
lucky to be enjoying with Nelson and 
other Explorers: Peter and Janet Austin, 
Ron and Barbara Midlikoski, Mignon 
Slentz, Ron Lipari, Mal Roode, Vartan 
Petrossihn and Maria Marvosh. Neal and 
Marian Johns were also present for the 
start of the trip, but had to return home 
immediately when they realized they had 

forgotten they had a house guest. Sigh… 
guess we are all getting a little forgetful, 
but a house guest?

Along the way, Nelson related 
some of the T&T history to us. It seems 
the T&T was built between 1905 and 

The Desert Megaphone — we do NOT know WHY or WHAT or WHO



1907 by Francis Marion Smith, the 
“Borax King”, to haul borax. It never 
made it to Tonopah or the tidewater, but 
ran between 
Ludlow and 
Gold Center, 
Nevada. Gold 
Center is gone 
now, but was 
famed as having 
the first brewery 
in the area and 
as the location 

of Bikini’s 
Gentlemens’ 
Club. Besides 
borax, the 
T&T relied 
on income 
from mines 
in the area 
and had spurs 
that reached 
such places 
as Beatty, 
Goldfield, Rhyolite 
and Ryan. After the 
mining boom ended 
and the borax mine 
moved to Boron, 
California, the 
T&T struggled to 
survive. The floods 
of 1933 and 1938 
finished it off. The 
line was scrapped in 
1942 for the war effort.

We followed the old T&T roadbed 
to the Megaphone. Most of us scrambled 

up the hill to see it close up and marvel 
at the engineering required to place it 
where it is.  One can’t help but wonder 

who and 
why? After 
stumbling our 
way carefully 
down from the 
Megaphone, 
Nelson led us 
to a nearby 
miner’s camp, 
then on to a 
rustic “dream” 

cabin in the middle of nowhere. By this 
time it was late afternoon and the short 
days of January are just not long enough 

to linger, so we turned toward home. We 
were rapidly losing daylight by the time 
we reached the official end of Nelson’s 
trip at Ludlow.

A few of us turned east to start 
another unofficial Desert Explorer 
adventure. Sue and I, Nelson, Mignon 
and Ron were scheduled to meet 
Vicki Hill and Dave McFarland at the 
“bunkhouse” on the Colorado River 
for a late happy hour, wine and dinner. 
From Ludlow, we followed Old Route 
66, enjoying a leisurely sunset drive 
to the Colorado River. Our plans 

were to meet Cheryl Mangin and Rich 
Dotson the next morning in Needles. 
They had arranged an invitation for our 
small group to visit the Blair 7IL Ranch 
and see the John Domingo Mill site 
on the eastern side of the Providence 
Mountains. Former Harvey Girl and 
friend, Corrine More, joined us with her 
friends Caroline and Dinah. Kate Blair 
was a wonderful hostess and took time 
out of her full schedule to lead us on a 
tour of the ranch and around the adjacent 
mill site. Later, while enjoying some 
“cowboy coffee” on the ranch house 
deck, Rob Blair explained the history of 
the area.

The original horse ranch was started 

Broadwell Dry Lake
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At the cow trail

Blair Ranch coffee break
7L Leather Shop

Howard  
Blair’s  
window

Get your kicks...



by John Domingo in the 1880’s. He built 
a kitchen and one room for himself, 
which are still part of the present ranch 
house. In the 1800’s, there was a lot of 
mining activity in the area. The Bonanza 
King Mine was discovered and the town 
of Providence followed. Soon, there 
would be upwards of 3000 people living 
in the area. John Domingo worked as 
a freighter for the mine and there is 
mention of an orchard and a vineyard. 
He remained in the area until he sold 
the ranch to 
Sanders and 
Gibson in 
1918, when it 
was renamed 

the 7IL. The ranch was sold again 
several times until the brothers Jerry and 
Howard Blair acquired it in 1960. Rob 
Blair bought out his uncle and now he 
and his father, Howard Blair, co- own 
the ranch. Today, the 7IL is the last 
working cattle ranch inside the Mojave 
National Preserve.

Reluctantly taking our leave of the 
Blairs, we figured there was enough time 
left to explore the site of Providence and 
the Bonanza King Mine. It was a rocky 

road, but well worth the 
effort. The mine was 
discovered in 1880 and 

the town followed shortly. They existed 
side by side for several years, but the 
Providence Post Office was finally 
closed in 1892 and the mine closed for 
good after a 1915-1920 revival. These 
days, the main shaft has sluffed in and 
appears very dangerous to approach. We 
did find one remaining structure that was 
still standing and had been converted 
into a sort of camp ramada. We all 
agreed to return and spend more time 
there. It had been a wonderful weekend. 
Thanks Nelson, Cheryl and Rich.

.  — Bob Jaussaud
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We even had a SUBARU

Daggett coffee house 1930s

Ron on the T&T

The whole group next to the T&T RR 

Nelson asked Neal how this was determined to be a cow trail

This cave looked good from the trail but turned out to be a dud
Photos:  

Bob & Sue Jaussaud  
and Mal Roode

The Bagdad Cafe

Sheep bone is connected 
to the thigh bone
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n Please read and keep this if you plan to attend the 2016  
DE Rondy. Please send the Registration Form in by March 
24th. Do not forget to include a Self-Addressed Stamped 
Envelope with your form.

n Call the Shoshone RV Park and Motel at 
760-852-4224 for reservations. In order to get 
the DE discount, identify yourself as a Desert 
Explorer. All spaces have full hookups and 
there is room for tent camping as well. The DE 
rate for a space with a full hookup is $20 per 
night and the rate for tent camping is $15 per 
night. There are also motel rooms available 
that can sleep up to four people. (The rate for 
two people is $85 per night.) It is possible 
these rates will increase after January 31st. 

n Remember all reservations are being paid 
directly to Shoshone RV Park and Motel. 
Do not send money for reservations to  
Ted Kalil. 

n The Friday evening Happy Hour (5:00 
p.m.) and potluck (6:00 p.m.) will be held at 
the Flower Building. There will be kitchen 
facilities available. 

n The Saturday evening Happy Hour (5:00 p.m.) will also 
be held at the Flower Building area as well as the catered BBQ 
dinner (6:00 p.m.). 

n Susan Sorrels, the owner of Shoshone, will be our guest 
speaker after dinner on Saturday. 

n Don’t forget to bring items for the Silent 
Auction. Steve Marschke and Bob Jaussaud 
will be in charge of the silent auction and will 
wrap it up on Saturday (8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.) 
after the speaker’s presentation is completed. 
They will need help with cleaning up, so 
please give them a hand. 

n The trip schedule has not been finalized 
but some things are definite. Nelson Miller 
will be leading an inbound trip from the north 
following the Old Spanish trail from Nevada 
all the way to Shoshone. On Saturday Ted 
Kalil will lead a trip to Denning Springs. There 
will also be a hike with Susan Sorrels and at 
least one other off road adventure. On Sunday, 
Nelson Miller will lead the second half of his 
Old Spanish Trail adventure. (This time from 
Shoshone to Barstow.) There will be at least 
one other outbound trip to the Ibex Springs 
area. 

n We still need one or two Rondy trip 
leaders so if you can lead a trip in the Shoshone area, please 
contact Mal Roode at mal@malroode.com. 

Update for the DE 2016 Rendezvous
Shoshone, California • April 1-3, 2016

Special 
Notice!

This year the 
Rondy will feature 

a vegetarian 
option for those 
who prefer it. 

Probably it will be 
enchiladas.

Be sure to 
note it on your 

registration form.

Bon apetit!

Here is a hidden gem that you might want to check out on 
your way to or from the February D.E. meeting in Yucca Valley. 
Sagebrush Press Bookstore is located at 55684 Twentynine 
Palms Hwy. in Yucca Valley. There are has lots and lots of 
wonderful books for sale, old and new. Stop by and meet the 
owners, Dan and Janet, who have been in this business for a long 
time. (Ask Dan to tell you about his first encounter with Ballarat’s 
own Seldom Seen Slim!) The bookstore is open Tuesday thru 
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m. and their phone is (760) 
365-5671, email is Sagebrushbooks@verizon.net.

Sagebrush Press  
Bookstore

Intrepid 
Trip 

Leadership?



MRVM 
Members 
Honored 

with 
Artwork

By Debbie Miller Marschke
On October 17, 2015, a mural 

was unveiled which pays homage 
to Bill “Shortfuse” Mann and 
Dottie “Dynamite” Mann for 
their contributions to the Barstow 
community. The mural is located on the 
eastern facing wall of the Union Bank, 
239 E. Main Street in Barstow. Here is 
the inscription:

“Brubaker Mann Inc. started 
production in 1950 when two cousins, 
Ronald Brubaker and William Mann 
conceived a new project – naturally 
colored rock to be used for roofing and 
landscaping. Growing up in Pomona, the 
two men developed a love for the desert 
during boy scout trips to the Mojave. 
After serving in World War II, they went to 
College and a professor advised them to 
look for careers in construction because 
a post-war housing boom was underway. 
After graduation they bought the property 
where the company still is located and 
acquired an old crusher circa 1900, a 
wooden screen, and a dilapidated bucket 
elevator. The rock was broken with sledge 
hammers, fed into the mill and bagged 
in used sugar sacks. In 1979 Ronald 
Brubaker sold his share of the company 
to William Mann. After becoming semi-
retired, Mr. Mann used his vast knowledge 
of the desert to author six guide books. 
Mr. Mann passed away in August 2006 
and his wife became the sole owner.”

Dottie was very pleased with  
the mural and the wonderful reception  
that was given at the ceremony. She  
said that Bill would have been very  
proud, and would have enjoyed being  
in the spotlight! 
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While touring Australia, the “Wonder 
Down Under” we looked around at 
a lot of things the Ozzies do that are 
different than they are here. Their off 
road vehicles are called a “ute” (utility 
vehicle) and we saw how they modify 
them. Any vehicle used for off roading 
has a specialized very heavy bumper 
called a “roo bar” or a “bull bar” and 
is designed to protect the vehicle if 
it collides with a kangaroo or range 
animal. A kangaroo can really mess up a 
car. They don’t believe in fences most of 
the time. The big exception is the dingo 
fence which runs 
across the continent 
to try keeping wild 
dingoes on one side 
and sheep on the 
other side. 

Outdoor and 
off road activities 
are everyone’s 
diversion in 
Australia, such as driving up and down 
beaches, launching boats, driving across 
rivers and through mud in the jungle, 
or out in 
the desert, 
which is 
most of the 
country. One 
learns to be 
self reliant 
because 
there is no 
AAA to help 
you when 
and if you 
are stuck 
in snow, 
mud, or 
sand. Another favorite diversion is to 
find a private beach and make it clothing 
optional. 

We read Australian off road 
magazines, prowled specialty 

automotive accessory stores, camping 
supplies, and hardware stores, and got 
a good education about what they do 
in their country, and what to do when 
something goes wrong. People tow 
camping trailers (caravans), utility 
trailers, and launch boats on sand, and 
they get stuck. They also know how to 
get unstuck. 

We discovered a product called Max 
Trax, which are heavy duty plastic 
platforms which form a shovel at each 
end and a heavy treaded surface in the 
middle. If stuck in the sand, pull out 

the Max Trax and 
shovel the sand, 
mud, or snow out of 
the way and place 
one in front of each 
tire, drive out and 
keep going until 
your vehicle is on 
more solid ground. 
Repeat as necessary. 

I carry four of them at all times and 
have used them. As a predator hunter I 
am out at night and have been stuck in 

sand more 
than a few 
times. After 
returning 
from a trip 
down under 
I contacted 
the Max 
Trax 
company 
and ordered 
two pair and 
have saved a 
lot of time, 
energy, and 

good hunting trips simply by driving 
out of sand traps. They really work. Go 
to maxtraxamerica.com and be sure to 
watch the video. 

– Jerry Dupree

MaxTrax Take the Easy Way Out

I learned several things while in the 
Boy Scouts. One of them was the Scouts 
teach self reliance, confidence, and 
independence by means of camping out. 
The first time I went camping with the 
Boy Scouts I came home tired, dirty, and 
hadn’t eaten well, but I had a lot of fun. 

The next time I went on a campout I 
learned the art of camping was to come 
home reasonably clean after sleeping 
and eating well. We learned all kinds 
of things to cook and invented others. 
One of which was our brand of Eggs 
Benedict which is easy to make, tastes 
great, and very little clean up. That’s 
what we called it and it tastes good. 
Here’s how: 
 • Hard boil two eggs per person  

at home.

 • One can of hollandaise sauce  
per four eggs

 • Either sliced ham, canned ham, 
Canadian Bacon, or Spam

 • English muffins

I used to save coffee cans to cook 
in and never washed them, just flatten 
and put them in the trash. Since coffee 
doesn’t come in cans anymore, ask a 
local restaurant to save empty #10 cans, 
which are the same size. Use a multi tool 
(Leatherman) to handle hot cans. Trader 
Joe’s sells peeled hard boiled eggs in 
heavy plastic bags, which are ideal for 
camping, picnics, tailgate meals. 

Slice hard boiled eggs, slice ham 
(etc), mix together with hollandaise 
sauce, add together in a coffee can, 
cook, either spoon over sliced English 
Muffins, or cut them into pieces and 
mix with the other ingredients. Serve on 
paper plates or cups. It takes less than 20 
minutes to serve up a nice breakfast and 
less to clean up. Yummy !

Next time, Eggs Rockefeller
– Jerry & Dolly

Eggs Benedict !



Upcoming Trips

Rodman Mountains 
Exploration

Saturday, February 20, 2016 
Leader: Nelson Miller • CB:13

We will meet at the Barstow Mojave 
River Valley Museum at 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturday and proceed to Newberry 
Springs, where we will head south into 
the Rodman Mountains. 

We will explore the Grand Canyon 
of the Rodman Mountains (Bill Mann, 
Vol. 1, page 63), Kane Springs (another 
arrastra as well), Rodman Mountain 
Petroglyphs (Bill Mann, Vol. 1, page 
59), and Silver Bell and Silver Cliffs 
Mines. Depending on the weather, we 
may have a nice display of wildflowers. 
E-mail me at nemiller47@yahoo.com 
with any questions.

Panamint Valley  
Stage Road

February 20-21, 2016 
Leader: Bill Gossett • CB:4

12 vehicle limit
We will meet at the Trails Drive-In 

parking lot in Trona on Friday evening 
at 6:00 and proceed to the campsite in 
Panamint Valley. Saturday morning we 
will begin the hike. This is about a 6 
mile hike. 90% of it is downhill but the 
road bed is in bad shape and there is no 
good trail to walk on so it will be kind 
of tough. There are several interesting 
things to see along the way. Sunday will 
be a 4X4 trip to the Gold Bottom Mine 
and Bruce Canyon. Both are in Searles 
Valley. We will be on CB channel 4 and 
the trip will require a higher clearance 
4-wheel-drive vehicle. If you are 
interested, email us at bandbgossett@
verizon.net

Red Rock Canyon East
March 19 & 20, 2016 

Leader: Jay Lawrence • CB:13
We’ll be exploring the back country 

near Red Rocks Canyon, including 
the incredible Red Rocks geological 
formations, Old Dutch Cleanser Mine, 
Burro Schmidt’s Tunnel, Last Chance 
Canyon and Mesquite Canyon. Dry 
camp Saturday night with potluck 
dinner. If you would like to join us email 
Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net

Tejon Ranch Tour
NEW DATE!

Saturday, March 26, 2016 
Leader: Bob Jacoby • CB:13
We will be returning to the Tejon 

Ranch Property to tour the unique Tejon 
Hills area. Very little of this route, which 
is largely in the San Joaquin Valley, was 
covered during our Tejon Ranch trips 
last May and June. We will be led by 
Tejon Conservancy docent, Scot Pipkin, 
who will guide us through what should 
be an incredible wildflower scene along 
with many other rare plants which could 
be in bloom at that time. 

We will meet on Saturday morning, 
March 19, at the Conservancy 
headquarters in the Frazier Park area and 
the tour will last the entire day. The dirt 
roads will be moderately difficult with 
the potential for mud and significant 
erosion. Therefore, high clearance and 
four wheel drive will be a necessity. 

The tour will be restricted to seven 
cars at the request of the Conservancy. 
It would be, therefore, a good idea 
to reserve a spot early. We will be 
providing more information as the time 
gets closer. If you are interested contact 

Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.net

!! Rondy Trips !!

Rondy Inbound Trip 
Old Spanish Trail  

Las Vegas to Tecopa
Friday, April 1, 2016 

Leader: Nelson Miller • CB:13
Meet at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, April 

1 at Old Spanish Trail Park, 8150 Tara 
Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89117. From I-15 
Freeway, take Sahara Avenue west 
5.5 miles to Cimaron Road. Turn left 
(south) and go 0.4 miles to Tara Avenue, 
turn left (east) and turn into parking lot 
on the left. The Old Spanish Trail ran 
diagonally through this park and there 
are a number of exhibits and a marker 
for the Old Spanish Trail in the park that 
are worth exploring.

From Old Spanish Trail Park we will 
proceed to Blue Diamond, Mountain 
Springs, Stump Spring, Emigrant Pass 
and Tecopa following the route of the 
Old Spanish Trail. If interested, e-mail 
Nelson Miller at Nemiller47@yahoo.
com, or with any questions. Tecopa is 
only about 8 miles south of Shoshone.

Denning Springs
Saturday, April 2, 2016 

Leader: Ted Kalil • CB:13
We will meet at 9:00 a.m. in 

Shoshone and head south on highway 
27 and then soon turn west on the Henry 
Mack Road and begin our dirt road 
journey to the site of Denning Springs. 
Denning Springs is one of a half dozen 
mining camps that sprang up in the 
Alvarez Mountains during the mining 
boom in the early 20th Century. There 
are still a number of foundations and 
rock walls at the site. The trip will last 
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most of the day, but we will be back in 
plenty of time for the Rondy Saturday 
evening festivities. Most of the trip will 
be easy, but there are some stretches 
where high clearance and even four 
wheel drive may be necessary. To sign 
up for the trip notify Ted Kalil or reserve 
a spot at the Rondy by signing the trip 
board for this adventure. 

Rondy Outbound Trip 
Old Spanish Trail  
Tecopa to Barstow

Sunday, April 3, 2016 
Leader: Nelson Miller • CB:13

We will depart from Shoshone at 
9:00 a.m. and pick up the Old Spanish 
Trail heading south. We will proceed 
past Dumont Dunes, Salt Springs, and 
Silurian Dry Lake. This also parallels 
the T & T Railroad grade. If there is 
interest and it is open, we may explore 
parts of Sperry Wash. South of Silurian 
Dry Lake, we will follow the Powerline 
Road around Fort Irwin, since Bitter 
Springs is located on Fort Irwin. Along 
the Powerline Road are the Silver 
Lake Rock Cairns (another Bill Man 
site, Volume 1, page 54). We will go 
up to Impassable Pass in the Alvord 
Mountains, where the Old Spanish Trail 
exits Fort Irwin, and end at “Forks in-
the-Road”, east of Yermo. 

If interested, e-mail Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com, or with any 
questions.

Castaic to Lake 
Hughes to Piute 

Ponds (at Edwards 
AFB) to Exotic Feline 

Conservation Center in 
Rosamond

Saturday April 30, 2016 
Leader: Bill Neill • CB:13

After meeting at 9:30 a.m. in 

Castaic (north of Santa Clarita), we’ll 
caravan about 80 miles northward, 
mostly on pavement but with several 
stretches of maintained dirt. We’ll cross 
the San Gabriel Mountains on Lake 
Hughes Road; stop for picnic lunch 
at Elizabeth Lake; then climb Portal 
Ridge for viewing the San Andreas 
Fault Zone and Mojave Desert. Our 
afternoon destination will be Piute 
Ponds at the southwest corner of 
Edwards Air Force Base.  These ponds 
are the largest freshwater marsh in Los 
Angeles County, popular with migrating 
waterfowl, but are not open to public 
visitation except by special arrangement. 
For more information, see www.
piuteponds.com. In the late afternoon, at 
Edwards’ west gate we’ll view an exhibit 
of fighter jets tested during the 1950’s 
and 60’s. Finally, in Rosamond, we’ll 
visit the Exotic Feline Conservation 
Center (see www.cathouse-fcc.org) for 
a special “Twilight Tour” when the cats 
are more active; and the trip will end at 
a Mexican restaurant in Rosamond. For 
more information contact Bill Neill at 
bgneill@earthlink.net

California to 
Washington Trip

July 2 – 9, 2016
Leader: Bill Powell • CB:13
Let’s head North for a week-long 

trip on the Oregon Back Country Route 
#5. This route will take us from the 
California/Oregon border on US 395 to 
Walla Walla, WA over a 750 mile (nearly 
all dirt) route that will see us traversing 
mountain and desert terrain on mostly 
Forest Service roads. There will be food 
and gas available on or near the route 
every one hundred miles or so. Expect to 
camp out every night, so bring all your 
gear for that.

Our journey will start at a breakfast 
rendezvous in Lakeview, OR on 
Saturday, July 2nd. We will then convoy 

South on US 395 to just across the State 
line where we will turn left onto County 
Road 2 and begin the route. We will 
loop back through Lakeview and then 
head north toward Summer Lake where 
the 1843 John C. Fremont expedition 
wintered over.

From there we will be entering 
high desert and will make our way to 
Christmas Valley and a side trip to Crack 
in the Ground, a three mile long fissure 
which can be explored on foot. From 
there we will continue across desert to 
US 20. There will be a slight jog on the 
highway and then back to dirt. We will 
then start gaining altitude and get back 
into forested lands.

Next we will travel East back across 
US 395 at Seneca, OR and then proceed 
Northwest toward Unity, OR. From 
there we will head North to Sumner, 
OR where we will have an opportunity 
to explore a gold dredge. The following 
stop will be the town of Granite where 
there is an historic power house.

Crossing I-84, we will continue North 
through the Blue Mountains and finally 
cross the Washington border and finish 
in Walla Walla.

It is not necessary to travel the whole 
route. There will be daily opportunities 
to leave and head back home. 

I have not had an opportunity to scout 
this route, but it is pretty well mapped 
courtesy of the Oregon Off Highway 
Vehicle Association. Their web site is: 
http://www.oohva.org

If you wish, you can purchase the 
route maps from them. Alternatively, 
I can email you a set of .kml files to 
import into your favorite GPS. There 
are quite a number of lovely pictures on 
the web site as well as a video. Other 
videos can be seen on YouTube.com by 
searching for OBCDR or OBDR.

If you are interested in this trip, 
please send me an email and many more 
details can be provided.

Bill Powell 1221102@gmail.com

Please send your stories, trip reports, photos, bad jokes, news and rants to temporary 
guest editor Jay Lawrence at solariscomm@earthlink .net March issue deadline is February 26
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Last month we talked about 4x4 
guidebooks that covered trails in 
California, Arizona and Nevada. 

However, we shouldn’t neglect some 
very interesting guidebooks for other 
states and Canadian provinces.  Below 
are some examples of these publications 
I have discovered over the years: 

Wyoming Backroads (Open Space 
Publications) by Marc Smith.  This book 
was printed in the last five years and 
contains a wealth of information on the 
back roads of the Cowboy State. This 480 
page books contains detailed information 
on over 150 trails. The book include trails 
for 4x4 vehicles, ATVs, and passenger 
cars with high clearance. There is text 
devoted to a description of each trail along 
with some turn by turn instructions and 
geographic coordinates. In addition, a 
general reference is provided for each trail. 
There are also a lot of great pictures. If you 
are planning to do Wyoming off road, this 
book is essential.  

8,000 Miles of Dirt: A Backroad Travel 
Guide to Wyoming by Dan Lewis.    This 
book is now over 25 years old, but it is still 
very valuable as things don’t change that 
much in the state of Wyoming. This book 
is different than the Smith book in that 
instead of describing individual trails it 
contains suggested trips that may involve 
several trails. Most of these trips amount 
to full day adventures. There are no GPS 

coordinates and sometimes the instructions 
can be a little sketchy. However, the book 
is full of ideas for extended trips in the 
Cowboy State.

4X4 Tours of Western Montana 
(Backroads Publications) by Willie and 
Jean Worthy. This is the first book I have 
found on Montana and it is very good. 
The trails are grouped alphabetically by 
geographic area with thorough information 
about the history, flora and fauna of 
the area. There are turn by turn route 
instructions based on mileage  and, in 
addition, there is extensive use of GPS 
reference points. All of the trails in the 
book are rated “easy” to “moderate,” 
making this a book that all of us can find 
helpful. The authors are currently writing a 
second volume on Central Montana.

Two other books worth mentioning are 
Four Wheeling on Southern Vancouver 
Island by David Lee and Keith Thirkell.  
and Four Wheeling in the BC Interior by 
Mark Bostwick. Both of these books are 
published by Harbour Publishing out of 
British Columbia.  Neither book provides 
a lot of detail as far as trail following is 
concerned, but they do provide invaluable 
leads if you headed to western Canada 
for some off road action. The primary 
value of these two volumes is to provide 
ideas about where to find the dirt roads. 
They should be used in conjunction with 
detailed maps. As far as we know, these 

two books are the only ones addressing 
trails on Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia. 

Finally, I don’t want to exclude Oregon 
and Washington. The only 4x4 books that I 
am aware of for these states are published 
by Wilderness Press as part of its Byways 
series.  Tony Hugel is the author for 
Washington Byways and Art Bernstein 
authored Oregon Byways.  The Oregon 
book contains 74 trails and the Washington 
book has 56. Most all of the trails in both 
books are rated easy. Unfortunately, there 
is somewhat superficial route guidance and 
no GPS references at all. The good news 
is that for each trail there is a reference 
to the specific map that should be used in 
conjunction with the book. These books 
are just adequate, but they are the only 
books I have found on these two states.

I do take pride in my book collection, 
but I am sure that there are many other 
books that I am unaware of.  For instance, 
I have not found anything on Idaho or 
New Mexico. If anybody is aware of any 
guidebooks for these states, please let 
me know. I think all of the books I have 
mentioned at one time or another have 
been available on Amazon. Sometimes it 
is just fun to sit down and engage in some 
armchair dirt roading.

Bob Jacoby

The President’s Corner • Bob Jacoby

Desert Explorers February Meeting
Saturday, February 13th • 11:00am • Potluck lunch • Don Sweinhart & Betty Wallin’s House

Directions to Don & Betty’s:
9171 Joshua Lane – Yucca Valley 
Phone 760-898-9736, 760-567-9575

Going east on I-10, take Hwy 62 
off-ramp to Yucca Valley and JTNP. In 
Yucca Valley, there are two options.

#1 – In middle of town, Hwy 247 
(Old Woman Springs Road) goes left 
– do not turn onto this road, instead 
turn RIGHT (south) on to Joshua Lane. 
Continue on Joshua Lane approx. 5 
miles. Our house is on the east side set 

back from the road with a green mailbox 
in front. (house numbers along the way 
are not consistent)

 #2 – If you are coming from the east 
on Hwy 62: At the east end of town, 
turn right on Avalon, a street just west 
of Walmart. Go straight at the stop sign. 
Continue straight to the signal where 
the street name changes to Palomar. 
Continue straight to the dead end at 
Joshua Lane, turn left. We are about 6 
houses farther on the east side (approx. 3 

miles from 62).
You are welcome to camp in the back 

yard and if you wish to visit JTNP on 
Sunday, it is just a few miles down the 
road. Early mornings about high 20’s 
but days are nice at the moment. Check 
the weather if you are going to camp or 
are coming to the meeting as we are at 
about 4000 feet and it can get cold or 
snow. The back yard is sand and fenced, 
bathroom available inside.

Vicki Hill will lead a hike on Sunday.



Grand Canyon 
Skywalk˜

Steve and I were 
headed home after spending Christmas 
in Colorado with family, and we 
decided to check out the Grand Canyon 
Skywalk. It’s really not “on the way” to 
anything, so we had to budget an entire 
day for the experience. It is accessible 
from either Las Vegas or Kingman; we 
came in from the Kingman side and 
drove around 90 minutes northeast 
until we reached the area of the Grand 
Canyon West Airport, were the attraction 
is located. It was built in 2007 and is 
owned and operated by the Hualapai 
Indian tribe.

Upon our arrival, we found that there 
is more than one attraction feature to the 
area. With the price of admission, there 
is a shuttle bus that circulates around to 
other points of interest. But first, ah yes, 
the souvenir shop. The line for tickets 
conveniently funnels you through the 
gift shop which is packed with all-
things-Skywalk, and a plethora of mass 
produced Native American gifts we can 
all do without.

Our first shuttle stop was at the 
Hualapai Village. This place resembles 
Calico Ghost town and offers things like 
hay rides and mechanical bull riding. 
It was advertised to display Native 
Americans in typical costume, but we 
didn’t see any. It was a “slow” day - we 
were visiting on January 1, they only 
had 600 visitors this day ( the slowest 
days have around 400 visitors and the 
busiest days- 6,000 !) We nosed around 

the shops and storefronts briefly and 
decided to move on. Back on the shuttle!

Second stop – the Skywalk. After 
pouring out of the shuttle, the first thing 
I noticed was the complete lack of 
improvements. There was the Skywalk 
building, perched on the side of the 
canyon, with the walkway protruding 
out 70 feet from the edge. On each side 
of the building, there is bare unimproved 
ground and a sheer dropoff. No railing, 
no wall, nothing to stop some dimwitted 
selfie taker from slipping over the edge 
and falling 800 feet. I appreciated the 
fact that you have the opportunity here 
to take some awesome photos (which 
I did). But, being a claims adjuster 
by profession, this 
place surrounding the 
Skywalk is a claim 
waiting to happen. I 
was horrified watching 
all the folks leaping 
around on rocks, 
standing with their 
backs to the 
edge, milling 
around. But, 
hey! If you fall 
off the edge, 
you only have 
yourself to 
blame. Once 
you enter the 
Skywalk building, you 
must place paper booties 
over your shoes to protect 
the glass surface you will 
be walking on. Also, loose 
items like cell phones, 
cameras, and purses are 
not allowed on the Skywalk. Lockers 
are provided for those items. No photos 
are allowed on the Skywalk unless 
you purchase them from the Skywalk 
photographers afterward, at a price of 
$15.00 per photo. When I stepped out 
onto the glass walkway, my brain played 
tricks on me. I put each foot forward, 
and with each step (while staring down 
through the floor at the canyon below) 
my brain was screaming No! No! No! 
You are not supposed to be doing this! 

It really did seem like I was walking 
in the air, my stomach got that weird 
rollercoaster feeling. I was not afraid 
and I had no problem standing on the 
walkway, it’s just that my head was 
wired to tell me that this was not the 
place to be. The view of the canyon 
spans below, wondrous and majestic. It 
really was spectacular. We were allowed 
to remain on the Skywalk as long as we 
liked. I did feel safe, but there was a 
never ending stream of people filing on, 
making things crowded , which made the 
luster wear off fast. 

Third shuttle stop – Guano Point. 
This area provided another view of the 
canyon. Actually we really enjoyed this 

shuttle stop. There is 
an opportunity to take 
a walk on a trail, check 
out the ruins of an old 
mining tramway, and 
get a good view of the 
River. There is one point 
you can stand upon and 
get a 360 degree view of 
the canyon. We probably 

spent the most time at this location.

Since it was dinnertime, we took 
the shuttle back to the Hualapai 
Village and went to the cafeteria. 
We enjoyed a nice full plated 

dinner of BBQ pork 
ribs, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, bread, beans, and 
a cookie. The food was 
really good. We were 
serenaded by a cowboy 
with a guitar that played 
popular oldie but goody 
Country tunes. It was a 

nice way to end our day.

The Grand Canyon Skywalk was 
not cheap. Our day cost $65 per person. 
Steve and I had been gifted some cash 
for Christmas, so we opted to buy an  
experience rather than a material object. 
This turned out to be a really neat gift 
that we will never forget. We did enjoy 
the day, so our recommendation for the 
DE is this: be aware of the cost, and treat 
it as a “one time life experience”. 

— Debbie Miller-Marschke
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Howard Blair’s window

The Desert Megaphone, we do NOT know WHY or What or WHO

Photo: Google Earth

Where Am I?
January 2016: Racetrack in Death 

Valley NP: Correct Guessers: Leonard 
Friedman, Craig Baker, Bill Neill, Jo and 
Richard Pope, Nelson Miller, Debbie 
Miller-Marschke and Bruce Barnett.

The sailing stones are a geological 
phenomenon found in the Racetrack. 
Slabs of dolomite and syenite ranging 
from a few hundred grams to hundreds 
of kilograms inscribe visible tracks 
as they slide across the playa surface, 
without human or animal intervention. 
The tracks have been observed and 
studied since the early 1900s, yet until 
2014 no one had ever seen the stones 
in motion. Racetrack stones only move 
once every two or three years and 
most tracks last for three or four years. 
Stones with rough bottoms leave straight 
striated tracks while those with smooth 
bottoms wander.

The sailing stones were originally 
thought to be moved by strong winter 

winds, in the upwards of 90 mph, once 
it had rained enough to fill the playa 
with just enough water to make the 
clay slippery. The prevailing southwest 
winds across Racetrack playa blow to 
northeast. Most of the rock trails are 
parallel to this direction, lending support 
to this hypothesis.

An alternate theory suggests that as 
rain water accumulates, strong winds 
blow thin sheets of water quickly over 
the relatively flat surface of the playa. 
Sheets of ice form on the surface as 
night temperatures fall below freezing. 
Wind then drives these floating ice floes, 
their aggregate inertia and large area 
providing the necessary force required 
to move both small and large stones. 
Rock trails would again remain parallel 
to the southwest winds. According to 
investigator Brian Dunning, “Solid ice, 
moving with the surface of the lake and 
with the inertia of a whole surrounding 
ice sheet, would have no trouble pushing 
a rock along the slick muddy floor.”

The most recent research and 
observations of moving stones indicates 
that ice collars form around rocks and 
the rocks along with ice are buoyantly 
floated off the soft bed. The minimal 
friction allows the rocks to be moved by 
arbitrarily light winds.[9]

In a study released in August, 2014, 

researchers observed rock movements 
using GPS and time-lapse photography. 
They documented a rock movement on 
December 20, 2013 that involved more 
than 60 rocks, with some rocks moving 
up to 224 meters between December 
2013 and January 2014 in multiple 
move events. This study contradicted 
earlier hypotheses of winds or thick ice 
floating rocks off the surface. Instead, 
rocks move when ice sheets just a few 
millimeters thick start to melt during 
periods of light wind. These thin floating 
ice panels ice shove the rocks at up to 
five meters per minute. (Wikipedia).

As you may have guessed, Bob 
Peltzman is lost again (!) and wants 
to know where he is. Our compadre 
“Where am I?” Bob went right 
when everyone else went left, and is 
completely lost. Send your guess as to 
where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@
aol.com (with the word “lost” in the 
subject), and he will send me the names 
of people who correctly guess the 
location along with a different lost map 
to publish in another newsletter. 

Your answer to Bob should let him 
know what area he is in such as “The 
southern part of Death Valley near the 
Devil’s Golf Course.”

Here’s the photo for January. 
— Bob P

Bob’s January 
Where Am I ? 
Image



Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep
SCBS is an all volunteer, non-profit 

corporation founded in 1962 to help 
conserve desert bighorn sheep within 
California. We are associated with the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. We do 
a lot of various things to help DFW but 
primarily we construct, inspect, maintain 
and repair wildlife 
water sources 
throughout the 
California deserts. 
Perhaps you have 
come across a 
‘guzzler’, if so 
you probably 
saw a small 
concrete pad with 
an underground 
tank. These 
are sometimes 
referred to as 
small game 
guzzlers or quail 
guzzlers. Our 
organization 
constructs larger 
systems and they 
are typically 
located farther 
into the rugged parts of 
the mountain, hence, 
it is less likely that 
you have accidentally 
come across one but 
they perform the same 
function. 

We feel a special 
duty to properly 
maintain these systems 
as bighorn sheep have come to depend 
on them for survival. In addition to 
the man-made sources, there are many 
natural seeps and springs that require 
periodic maintenance, from removing 
sediment to trimming vegetation to 
keep the water accessible. We can use 
help performing these inspections. The 
inspection tasks are a bit like combining 
map reading and navigation, off-road 
driving skill, exploration, hiking and 
scientific field work into one project. 

Since we have limited volunteers and 
many sites to visit, these inspections are 
performed by only a few people per trip 
and many even go solo. Many of these 
systems are miles from paved highways 
and often within what was later 
designated as wilderness. Because of our 

volunteer 
status as 
agents of 
DFW we 
have special 
agreement 

with 
BLM that 
allows 
us to 
drive into 

wilderness areas (on existing trails) to 
perform our work. This was specifically 
allowed under the desert protection 
act of 1994 but something that is little 
known and not advertised for fear of 
attracting the “wrong” people. If these 
events are what you like to do (and I 
think so or you wouldn’t be in DE), 
please contact me either through email 
or through our website for more details.

We have an upcoming project on Feb 
18-21, where we will be constructing a 

brand new water development system 
inside the 29 Palms Marine Corps base. 
This will be our 7th system inside the 
base and our third one this season (we’ve 
been busy this year.) The newest systems 
have been designed by SCBS members; 
they collect rainwater using a rubber like 
mat and channel it into underground low 
profile tanks. The water is available on 
the surface of the ground for all wildlife. 
We designed the entire system to have 
essentially zero maintenance (other than 
inspections) and little visual impact on 

the overall 
desert scene. 
Glenn Shaw, 
Joe Preiss 
and Mignon 
and Joaquin 
Slentz helped 
on previous 
events 

and they all had a great time. The 
construction projects require a bit less of 
the navigation and exploration skills and 
much more manual labor but I guarantee 
that you will get a great workout helping 
us. We’ll take any volunteer, we can 
find something for you to do. There is a 
fantastic sense of accomplishment and 
it’s pretty exciting to be part of a team 
that can construct an entire system in 
one weekend that will survive and serve 
wildlife for years and years to come. 

— Steve Marschke
310-543-1862

stevemarschke@gmail.com
www.desertbighorn.org

Filling Hole

Carrying Tank

Completed System
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Rain Mat

Hole
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Desert Explorers Rendezvous 2016
Shoshone, Calif. APRIL 1-3 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

 RegistRation FoRm 
All Names in Party  ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Info Address: _________________________________________________________________

 Phone: ________________________ Email: _____________________________________

The following fees will be charged: Amount Total Number $ Total

 Registration Fee (per vehicle) $ 5 x _______ = $____________

Saturday Night Dinner (per individual) $15  x _______ = $____________ 
 (includes tax & tip)
   Overall Total = $____________ 

Make checks payable to Mojave River Valley Museum.  
Mail check and this form to Ted Kalil • 22170 Moonbeam Trail • Apple Valley, CA 92308.

We must receive registration materials no later than March 24. There will be no refunds.  
Please include a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope! You must be a member of MRVM to go on any trip.

Accommodations
Everyone will make their own space reservations for 

the Shoshone RV Park and motel. This can be done by 
calling 760-852-4224. In order to get the DE discount, 
identify yourself as a “Desert Explorer.” All spaces have 
full hookups and there is room for tent camping as well. 
The special rate for a space with a full hookup is $20 per 
night. The rate for tent camping is $15 per night. 

There are also motel rooms available that can sleep up 
to four people. (The rate for one or two people is $85 per 
night.) All reservations are paid directly to Shoshone RV 
Park. Do not send money for reservations to Ted Kalil. We 
strongly urge everyone to make reservations by January 
31, 2016. The special rates for DE members may not be 
available after that time. 

Please note there are other options in the area 
including in nearby Tecopa. We hope to see you there!

Meals
Don’t forget a dish to share for the Friday 

Potluck at 6:00 p.m. in the Flower Building. There 
will be kitchen facilities available, if necessary. 
Happy Hour is at 5:00 in the same area; BYOB. 

Our Saturday Dinner Buffet – (clubhouse) 
Buffet time is 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Dinner will include 
the following items. BBQ Chicken, Ranch Beans, 
Garlic Bread, Dessert & Drink 

Special Notice! This year the Rondy will feature 
a vegetarian option for those who prefer it. Probably 
it will be enchiladas. Be sure to note it on your 
registration form. If you have additional special 
dietary needs, you will need to bring your own food. 

Anyone who has not paid for the buffet may not 
participate in any part of the buffet.



 Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Ted Kalil, 22170 Moonbeam Trail, Apple Valley, CA 92308

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  sjhsn@verizon.net
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sjhsn@verizon.net
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544 951-306-4464  951-927-6476  vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete, Treasurer 22170 Moonbeam Trail Apple Valley CA 92308 760-240-0406  760-985-6307  tskalil@msn.com
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Ed. Emeritus, Sec. 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814 562-439-5323  562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Editor, Emeritus Sub. 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Nan Savage Healy Emeritus Newsltr. Dist./Xterra Terror  12354 Sarah St Studio City CA 91604 818-766-0401  nansavagehealy@gmail.com 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill & Julie Smith Too soon to say... 5712 Cosnino Road Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-699-8554 928-853-9634  jubismith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  allan.wicker@verizon.net


