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Marilyn

It only took one encounter with 
Marilyn Martin to know she was 
a force of nature, not to be trifled 

with. She spoke with authority, let her 

thoughts be known without hesitation, 
but never without consideration. She 
was also deeply caring and always 
willing to put in the work to make things 
move forward. This was especially true 
of the Desert Explorers. Teamed with 
her husband Bob, she helped the former 
Backroad Explorers become the Desert 
Explorers of the Mojave River Valley 
Museum that we enjoy today. She never 
let up on that high level of involvement 
in our group.

When I first met Bob and Marilyn, I 
wondered “When does Bob get to talk?”  
It didn’t take too long to find out  

        that this was a tag-team duo who  
    didn’t worry about things like that. 
Together they never missed a beat.

When Bob passed suddenly in 2005, 
Marilyn picked herself up and took over 
the Newsletter building duties he had 
handled for three years and went on to 
put our newsletter together for another 
six, learning the software, cursing at her 
keyboard and crashing computers on a 
semi-regular basis. In her spare time, she 
also managed to go on DE trips solo and 
with friends right up through this year. 

Marilyn was intrepid, camping with 
Bob and her boys in a 
converted WWII military 
truck all over the southwest, 
and in the Sierras, then later 
in more comfort in their 4x4 
Toyota Skamper as well 
as their motorhome. They 
threw in a Mexico trip now 
and then too.

When you had a chance 
to chat, she wanted to know 
everything about you, your 
whole family, where they 

came from, what they are doing and 
what was coming up. She would share 
tales of her family and Bob’s, both rich 
in history. She even let it slip that she 
might be a shirt-tail relative of Neal 
Johns, not something many of us would 
be willing to admit.

She laughed easily. She always had 
an opinion. She was brash and kind 
and warm and fierce and ornery and 
outspoken but would hesitate to ask for 
personal help. Quite a beautiful person 
and one of a kind. And missed. She 
passed this June.  

    Jay Lawrence
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North  
to Alaska

Homer Meek

Andrea had a horse show to  
  judge in Palmer, AK so she set  
    up this trip for the two of us. 

Flew to Anchorage, Fairbanks, then to 
Deadhorse, on Prudhoe Bay, with a side 
flight to Barrow, AK. I had hoped to visit 
the memorial to Will Rogers and Wiley 
Post at Barrow, but it was too far from 
the airport. I had, as a child, spoken to 
Rogers in the year before his 1935 death.

The return trip from the Arctic Ocean 
was by van, with most of the gravel 
road within sight of the pipeline, then an 
overnight stop in Coldfoot, AK.

I had thought the pipeline was as 
straight as possible, but it has lots of 
curves to allow for expansion. At each 
support, the pipe is free to move side to 
side on teflon bearings, and the curves 
allow that.

I left LAX at 7pm, and we flew into 
darkness, then on the NW course to 
Anchorage, the sun rose again in the 
west. Of course, at Deadhorse it was all 
sun all the time. A great, fun trip, 

Homer Meek
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upcoming Trips

San Jacinto  
Mountain Area
Saturday, August 22

Leader: Ted Kalil • CB:13
This will be a day trip. We’ll leave the 
Cranston Fire/Ranger Station, 47015 
State Highway 74 (also Florida Avenue) 
outside of Hemet at 9:30 a.m., start 
up Bee Canyon and go on from there. 
Trail difficulty should be no more 
than moderate (no laughing please). 
For anyone having a long drive I may 
be able to suggest a dry campsite. If 
interested, contact me at tskalil@msn.
com or call 760-985-6307.

Castaic to Lake 
Hughes to Edwards  

Air Force Base
Saturday, October 24 

Leader: Bill Neill • CB:13
After meeting at 10 a.m. in Castaic 
(north of Santa Clarita), we’ll caravan 
about 80 miles northward, mostly on 
pavement but with several stretches of 
maintained dirt.  We’ll cross the San 
Gabriel Mountains on Lake Hughes 
Road; stop for picnic lunch at Elizabeth 
Lake; then climb Portal Ridge for 
viewing the San Andreas Fault Zone 
and Mojave Desert.  Our afternoon 
destination will be Piute Ponds at 
the southwest corner of Edwards 
Air Force Base.   These ponds are 
the largest freshwater marsh in Los 
Angeles County, popular with migrating 
waterfowl, but are not open to public 
visitation except by special arrangement.  
For more information, see www.
piuteponds.com.  In the late afternoon, 
at Edwards’ west gate we’ll view an 
exhibit of fighter jets tested during the 
1950’s and 60’s; and the trip will end at 
a Mexican restaurant in Rosamond.  For 
more information contact Bill Neill at 
bgneill@earthlink.net

Desert
Explorers

August 
Meeting

Saturday, August 29th
11:00am • Pizza will be served
Neal & Marian Johns’ House

To all our subscribers
who have renewed their

subscription this past month,
Thank You!

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZD
Bill Baird Yucaipa KF7VE
Trudy Baird Yucaipa KD6NVY
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
David Bullock Los Angeles N3CUE
De’Angelo Mayra Eastvale KG6YGD
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Ted Kalil Apple Valley KG6AIT
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Debbie Miller-Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Carl Noah Lake Forest AB7KD
Nancy Noah Lake Forest AE6XL
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff AZ KQ1S
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Springs KD6CY
Al Walter San Diego KG6GSM

Please send your 

stories, trip write 

reports, photos, 

jokes, news and 

complaints to 

temporary 

guest editor Jay 

Lawrence at 

solariscomm@

earthlink.net 

September issue 

deadline is  

August 25
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Tejon Ranch Return
Trip Leader Bob Jacoby • Photos by Jerry Dupree
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Dear DE friends,
This was our year for Australia. 

With the exchange rate of greenbacks 
to Australian dollars so favorable to our 
side, we couldn’t pass it up. So off we 
went to the Northern Territory or “Top 
End” on a trip planned to see as much 
rock art as possible. Of course, we saw 
and learned a lot more, this being our 
first time Down Under. After flying 
Virgin Australia from LAX to Sydney 
to Darwin, our first stop was Max 
Davidson’s camp on Cooper Creek near 
Mt. Borradaile, Arnhem Land, Australia. 
This was such a special place and it 
might be off-limits in the future because 
all arrangements with Aboriginal 
people are in flux at present, especially 
in Arnhem Land. A long story, very 
political, no end in sight. Anyway, Mt. 
Borradaile became one of our all-time 
favorite places. We approach one of the 
sites by water, cruising up Left Hand 
Billabong. to a most remarkable cave.

Happy summer from Anne & George

River bank habitat for sand monitors 
and rock wallabies – also there’s a tiny 
“freshie” crocodile in the lower right of 

this photo. Freshies are not hazardous 
to humans, even when quite large. But 
“Saltie” crocodiles, which can survive 
nicely in even brackish water, are 
expanding their territory inland and 

have become quite a problem. Another 
nasty invasive creature is the cane toad 
– I almost stepped on one. Yuck. Their 

skin is toxic and many birds have died 
from trying to eat them but those clever 
magpies have figured out that if you 

flip them over, you can peck open their 
bellies and eat them safely that way. 
Score one for the magpies!

 So we’re hiking over to the cave 
and on the way we see these odd pointy 
“rocks” – they are actually “magnetic” 

termite mounds. The termites 
orient their mounds north-south 
to minimize internal temperature. 
Clever buggers.  

An amazing space inside, 
with holes in the roof that let light in. 
The floor is sandy because water flows 
through during The Wet.

Member Doings
Australia

Anne & George Stoll

Left Hand Billabong

We reach Left Hand Billabong



There are human remains tucked into 
niches in the walls, but we are asked 
not to photograph these. It’s the ceiling 
that blows us away. Here is just one tiny 
portion of it. The big oval thing with the 
pointy part is said to be a sting ray. The 
strange creature pointing left and down 
is a fish, with its spine shown in “x-ray” 
style. There are several other fishes, a 
bird, a white person and several snakes 
shown as well. Layers and layers of 
paint, very intricate, hard to understand.

Here’s a sample image – a fish in 
the x-ray style. Except that of course it 
isn’t simple at all – at least four layers 
underneath thanks to a program called 
DStretch.

After we left Mt. Borradaile, we 
picked up transport suited for the 
Outback. Thought you might enjoy this! 
Our Aboriginal guide and driver, Colin, 
had a 12-passenger diesel monster 
especially modified for off-roading. 
Worked great. He was especially proud 
of his Mickey Thompson’s – essential 
equipment.
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Fish in x-ray style

Colin Morgan

Sting Ray in panel
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The correct guessers for the June 
“Where am I?” were Allan Schoenherr, 
Leonard Friedman and Jo & Richard Pope. 
The correct answer was Pisgah Crater.

The volcano was the site of the 
Mount Pisgah Volcanic Cinders Mine, a 
cinder quarry that produced pumice for 
commercial use, the primary end product 
being railroad ballast for the Santa Fe 
Railroad. The mountain is currently 
owned by Can-Cal Resources Limited, 
a Canadian company specializing in 
exploration of precious minerals in 
California.

Mining has had a severe 
environmental impact; the top of the 
mountain has been removed and the 
sides of this historically symmetrical 
mountain have been scoured into an 
irregular shape. The mountain is still 
occasionally quarried for various cinder 
products, and sand from the mountain 
was used to depict the black sands of Iwo 
Jima in the film Letters from Iwo Jima.

Currently, the crater stands 98 meters 
(321 feet) above the surrounding High 
Desert terrain, and has a base diameter 

of 488 meters (1,600 feet). It has lost 
much of its original cinder cone shape to 
ongoing aggregate mining operations, in 
addition to minor natural erosion.

The mountain contains a large 
number of lava tubes, which are 
frequented by cavers. The most well 
known cave is the 1,300 feet (400 m)-
long SPJ Cave.

Located in the Basin and Range 
Province, the Mojave Valley and then 
the Cady Mountains lie to the north of 
the peak, while the Rodman Mountains 
lie to the west. The Lava Bed Mountains 
lie to the south, and the Bullion 
Mountains lie to the southeast.

The volcano erupted at least three 
times, emptying the magma chamber 
below. All three eruptions produced 
porphyritic basalt, although rocks from 
the first eruptive phase are almost 
aphanitic. The first eruption was a 
basaltic flow that created the extensive 
lava fields visible from Interstate 
40. Due to evidence from intrusive 
structures, it is believed that the cinder 
cone was formed around this time, 

although rocks from this eruptive phase 
are not present on the surface of the 
cinder cone. The second phase produced 
similarly extensive flows, while the third 
eruption produced substantial amounts 
of tephra. It is believed that most of 
the present cinder cone consists of 
pyroclastic material that originated from 
this final eruption. (from Wikipedia)

Bob Peltzman is lost again 
and wants to know the geological 
formation he can see and where 
he is. “Where am I?” Bob went right 
when everyone else went left, and is 
completely lost. Send your guess as to 
where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@
aol.com (with the word “lost” in the 
subject), and he will send me the names 
of people who correctly guess the 
location along with a different lost map 
to publish in another newsletter.  
Your answer to Bob should let him know 
what area he is in such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” -

Bob P

Where Am I?
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Meeting Minutes
July 11, 2015

by Jean Hansen

Present: Jean Hansen, Emmett & Ruth 
Harder, Allan & Ding Wicker, Bob 
Jacoby, Marian Johns, Ted Kalil and 
Gary Preston

Call to Order: The meeting was called 
to order at 11:50 a.m. by Bob Jacoby. 

Regrets: Jay Lawrence, Sunny Hansen, 
Neal Johns, Mal & Jean Roode, Nan 
Healy, Steve Jarvis & Kate Fosselman, 
Bob &  Sue Jaussaud, Terry Ogden, 
Jerry & Dolly Dupree

Additions/Corrections to the 
Minutes: There were no corrections 
to the previous minutes. Minutes were 
approved as written.

Reports:

Newsletter: 

1. Jay Lawrence is ill, but will continue 
fill in as long as necessary to publish 
newsletter. We REALLY need more 
content for the newsletter (trip reports, 
private trips, old trips, etc.).Special 
thanks to Anne & George Stoll for 
writing up their world travels. 

2. Ted noted that he has set up a 
subscriber list on the cloud, password 
protected.

3. Allan Wicker suggested that we 
write a memorial for Marilyn Martin for 
inclusion in the next newsletter.

Membership:

1. There are currently 95 members 
of the Desert Explorers. Allan Wicker 
asked what triggers subscription 
renewals. Ted replied that he sends 
reminder e-mails.

2. Ted has been coordinating with the 
Mojave River Valley Museum (MRVM) 
regarding subscription renewals, both 

theirs and the Desert Explorers (DE), 
via PayPal and the MRVM has approved 
doing this. Bob Jacoby asked how we 
would handle that and Ted replied that 
he would like to separate out the list of 
MRVM members from the list of DE 
members and have a “renew” button for 
each separate list. This would be on the 
DE website and Ted is hoping to have 
this new payment option complete by 
around August of this year.

3. Bob Jacoby asked where our new 
members come from and Ted replied that 
we have gotten some new members from 
the website. We usually have between 
90-100 members at any given time.

Treasurer:

1. Ted Kalil reported that our current 
balance is $4,347.57. This balance 
reflects current renewals plus the $1,000 
check written to the MRVM. 

2. Bob Jacoby closed out the old 
account with Wells Fargo, which had a 
remaining balance of four cents. Bob got 
the four cents.

Website: Digitization of old newsletters: 
Bob Jaussaud is currently working on 
digitizing all the old print newsletters, 
dating from Volume 1, Number 1. Bob 
Jacoby noted that we can get some good 
ideas for current trips by reading about 
some of the trips in the old newsletters. 
Bob Jaussaud has written a detailed 
history of the DE from day one, which is 
very interesting. Marian Johns noted that 
some of the old trip reports would be 
great filler in the current newsletter.

Museum: No report.

Trips and Other Events: Bob Jacoby 
said that we need more trips and that his 
goal is to have at least one scheduled trip 
per month. Day trips seem popular with 
the membership and we need new and 
different trips (out of the norm). Also 
noted; Nelson Miller has really helped 

us out with his recent trips.

Current Scheduled Trips

1. San Jacinto Mountain Area – 
Saturday, August 22 – Leader Ted Kalil
2. Castaic to Lake Hughes to Edwards 
Air Force Base – Saturday, October 24 – 
Leader Bill Neill

Possible Future Trips (all in the 
preliminary planning stages)

1. Oregon back roads
2. Carson, Nevada
3. East Mojave (possible leader – 
Nelson Miller)

4.  Flagstaff, Arizona area

5. Old Spanish Trail – Ted Kalil says 
that the BLM is in the planning stages to 
make this an official trail and he would 
like to run the trail as is from the Utah/
Nevada border to the Cajon Pass before 
the BLM changes anything.

Rendezvous:

1. Emmett Harder reported on his visit 
to the Wagon Train Ranch in Phelan 
area. He said that he and Ruth visited 
there and although it is on the Old 
Spanish Trail, complete with a marker, it 
would not be good for the Rendezvous 
because it does not have hookups and 
there is no place for the silent auction 
and banquet. 

2. Bob Jacoby suggested that we 
consider having the rendezvous at 
Shoshone again next spring. Emmett 
and Ruth Harder volunteered to contact 
Susan Sorells to see if this is possible.

Other Business:

1. Bob Jacoby has received the hold 
harmless forms he was looking for.

 Next Meeting: The next meeting will 
be held Saturday, August 29, 2015 at the 
home of Neal & Marian Johns at 11:00 
a.m. and pizza will be served.

Adjournment:12:50 p.m. 

Please send your stories, trip write reports, photos, jokes, news and complaints to temporary 
guest editor Jay Lawrence at solariscomm@earthlink.net September issue deadline is August 25



Why Baja  
Part 2         

Another awful sunset

Locals

Unusual
livestock

Crowded beaches
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Why Baja 
Part 2

Entertaining traffic issues
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Name Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley Street Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  sjhsn@verizon.net
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sjhsn@verizon.net
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Avenue San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Avenue San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Road Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Court Hemet CA 92544 951-306-4464  951-927-6476  vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Avenue   Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446-5279 818-585-6464   818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446-5279 818-585-6464   760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete, Treasurer 22170 Moonbeam Trail    Apple Valley CA 92308 760-240-0406  760-985-6307  tskalil@msn.com
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Ed. Emeritus, Sec. 530 Ohio Avenue Long Beach CA 90814 562-439-5323  562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Marilyn Martin Editor Emeritus P.O. Box 291759 Phelan CA 92329-1759 760-868-6606  760-641-1483  mjmartin@dslextreme.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Road Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Avenue Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave. North Hollywood CA 91606-2022 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
John Page Trip Coordinator Emeriitus, Aridologist 3675 Gingerwood Court Thousand Oaks CA 91360 805-493-1128  805-660-1218  jppage@roadrunner.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Court Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Editor, Emeritus Sub. 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Nan Savage Healy Emeritus Newsltr. Dist./Xterra Terror  12354 Sarah Street Studio City CA 91604 818-766-0401  nansavagehealy@gmail.com 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P. O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P. O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill & Julie Smith Too soon to say... 5712 Cosnino Road Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-699-8554 928-853-9634  jubismith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082  909-239-5786  allan.wicker@verizon.net

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List

 Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all priveleges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participateion in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Ted Kalil, 22170 Moonbeam Trail, Apple Valley, CA 92408

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form


