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Pre & Post 
Ryan

according to the Jaussauds

We used the  Mohave River Valley 
Museum’s barbecue on May 16 as the 
kickoff for our PrePost Ryan adventure.  
It appeared that everyone at the barbecue 
had a wonderful time and enjoyed some 
tasty eats. I know we did. Thanks to all the 
museum folks for putting this event on.

Saturday afternoon, with good 
feelings and very full stomachs, our 
little group headed north to start the 
Pre part of our Ryan adventure.  Since 
the weather was unseasonably cool, 
we decided to stay at lower elevations.  
Saturday night we camped by a small 
stream in the Sierra foothills south of 
Olancha. Nelson and Ellen fixed a very 
savory salad for Mignon, Sue and I.

Sunday morning we gassed up in 
Olancha and headed into the Southern 
Inyos to explore the Viking (several 
buildings still standing) and the Santa 
Rosa (very long tunnel complete with 
track) Mines.  Lunch was at the lonely 
Boxcar Cabin.  The cabins in Lee Flat 
were already occupied, so that afternoon 
we headed over Hunter Mountain and  

       camped at the remote Ubehebe Talc  
     Mine close to Hidden Valley.  The 
wind picked up a bit, so we gathered 
near the cabin for the evening festivities.  

Next morning we hiked up to the 
actual Ubehebe Mine operation.  What 
an extraordinary find!  The tracks 
were still mostly in place and there 
was equipment everywhere.  Located 
in 1945, the mine had evidently been 
worked into the 1970’s.  Back on Hunter 
Mountain Road, we continued north 
through Hidden Valley and took a side 
road to the Lost Burro Mine.  This is a 
real desert gem, with quaint cabin and 
outhouse bearing the instruction “Leave 
a Dime” (!)  Teakettle Junction, sporting 
lots and lots of inscribed kettles, was our 

next way point.  The road from Teakettle 
Junction north is jarring washboard and 
we were relieved to reach pavement at 
Ubhebe Crater.  It had been years since 
any of us had visited Scotty’s Castle, 
so we headed there next.  Our luck was 
good and we were in time for the next 
tour, followed by lunch in the garden 
area.  That afternoon, we made it to 
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Furnace Creek Ranch on time to meet 
Ron Lipari, who was joining our group 
after his adventure in Flagstaff, AZ.  
We were all more than ready for happy 
hour, so headed out to find a camp site.  
After encountering many road closed 
signs, we ended up at the trailhead for 
Greenwater Canyon.  Mignon treated 
us all to hot dogs and beans for dinner.  
Sue was not pleased with my end result 
(pardon the pun) that evening in our 
small enclosed camper.

Tuesday morning, since our meeting 
time at Ryan Tuesday with Emmett 
wasn’t until 11:30, we all elected to 
explore the site of Greenwater.  There 
is a lot of stuff scattered over a large 
area, but no buildings left.  From 
Greenwater, we found a road into the 
Black Mountains that was actually open 
and made a very scenic loop around 
and back to the town site of Furnace.  
We saw many things to explore in the 
Furnace area, but we were out of time, 
so decided to return and camp at Furnace 
that evening after the Ryan tour.

The Ryan tour was awesome!  Scott 
and his wife, Dr. Jessica, were wonderful 
hosts.  I was lucky to “snake” Wild Bill 
on Jessica’s last home made brownie.  
Yum!  Sorry Bill.  Visiting Ryan is like 
going back in time.  Thank you so much 
Emmett and Ruth for arranging our visit.  

I am only sorry that anyone had to miss 
this wonderful experience.

Wednesday morning, at the Timbisha 
Shoshone Office near Furnace Creek 
Ranch, Emmett and Ruth arranged for us 
to meet Barbara Durham, Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer.  She gave us a 
brief history of their tribe and answered 
many of our questions.  The tribe was 
given their 314 acre reservation in Death 
Valley in 2001 and they are exploring 
development possibilities, including a 
motel.

After the Timbisha Shoshone 
Reservation, our small Post Ryan group 
went to Furnace Creek Ranch for long 
overdue showers and a relaxing swim 
in the spring fed pool.  Clean and 
refreshed, we then headed for Beatty 
to gas up and regroup.  We thought of 
doing Titus Canyon, but Ron had never 
been to Gold Point, so we made that our 
next destination.  We were fortunate on 
our arrival at Gold Point to encounter 
Sandy, who opened the bar for us. 
Antiques abound, and we checked them 
out while sipping our favorite brews. 

Again refreshed, we 
headed over the Lida 
Pass and enjoyed 
another beautiful 
stream side camp at 
Cottonwood Creek 
at the base of the 
White Mountains.  
That evening, Ron 
fixed Mignon, Sue and I one of his won-
derful pasta dinners.  Many thanks, Ron.

Thursday morning we worked our 
way to Sylvania, one of the more intact 
and interesting mining towns we had 

ever seen.  After several hours exploring 
the buildings and checking out the 
vehicles, we headed over Magruder 
Mountain and down scenic Tule Canyon, 
past Roosevelt Well, to Crankshaft 
Junction at the north end of Death 
Valley.  From there to Big Pine the 
road was heavily washboarded.  Seems 
the major unpaved Death Valley roads 
are all in the same rough condition.  
Hanging Rock Canyon was beautiful, 
though.  We made it to Independence 
for gas, then headed back to the Viking 
Mine at the southern end of the Inyos 
and camped for the night.  It was windy 

and cool, but we found a sheltered 
campfire area and enjoyed another fine 
Lipari meal.

The whole week of our trip had been 
unseasonably cool, but Friday morning 
looked like serious rain.  We pushed 
on to Darwin anyway.  From there, our 
route followed the old Eichbaum Toll 
Road to Panamint Springs.  Along the 

way we visited the 
original Darwin pump 
station and took a 
side road to beautiful 
China Gardens, with 
it’s koi filled pond.  
Also, before arriving at 
Panamint Springs, we 
took advantage of the 
cool weather and did 
the very scenic hike to 

Darwin Falls.  From Panamint Springs 
we happily headed to the Gossetts’ to 
socialize and help build a wall.  It had 
been a really good week.

Bob and Sue Jaussaud 

China Gardens

Lost Photos: Bob & Sue Jaussaud

Darwin Falls

Sylvania
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Ryan Camp Trip
May 19/20, 2015 

Leaders - Emmett & Ruth Harder

We were excited to be going to 
the Ryan Camp. It was a very large 
and well preserved facility that had 
been the paramount mine for the US 
Borax Company where for years they 
had mined 
Colemanite, 
a Borax ore. 
After they 
developed 
other mines 
they converted 
the facility 
into a tourist 
Mecca, 
which lasted 
for a short 
few years. 
After that was discontinued they still 
maintained the large camp with resident 
caretakers.  The Rio Tinto Corporation 
donated the property to the Death 
Valley Conservancy (This was finalized 
in April, 2013). The restoration and 
preservation of Ryan Camp is made 
possible by generous donations from Rio 
Tinto and U.S. Borax.

We had been invited as a small group 
to tour the Camp, guided by the current 
restorers and caretakers, Scott Smith 
and his wife, Dr. Jessica Smith RPA, 
who is Director of Archeology Ryan 
Operations. 

Counting ourselves we had 18 
persons on our trip. Jerry and Joni 
Harada, Mal Roode, Nan Savage Healy, 
Kathleen Fosselman, Steve Jarvis, 
Bob and Sue Jaussaud, Mignon Slentz, 

Ellen Miller, Ron Lipari, Nelson Miller, 
Richard and Jo Pope, Bill and Barbara 
Gossett.

Day 1 - We all met at the turn-off for 
the Ryan Camp. We spent a few minutes 
chatting and getting acquainted then 
gathered for 
Steve Jarvis to 
take a group 
picture. Ruth 

chose this 
moment to 
present Sue 
Jaussaud 
with the 
#1 prize 
($500) from 
the Mojave 
River Valley 
Museum’s 
BBQ 

Opportunity drawings. Way to go Sue!
Emmett had talked with Scott Smith 

the night before and Scott said he was 
having the road blacktopped so he 
would need to escort us in. Ok, that 
was no problem. However, when 
we met Scott he said we could 
only take 4-wheel drive vehicles. 
Emmett and I wondered about 
this as the road up to the camp 
is an easy passenger car drive. 
Nevertheless we weren’t going to 
question his wisdom. So we spent 
a few minutes shuffling some of us 
around to other cars.

Shortly after getting underway 
we understood why the need for 4X4 
vehicles. A new (I hope temporary) road 
had been graded to the camp. It went 
straight up, then down, in a zigzagging 
course, going higher and higher, was 
very narrow (no guard rails here!) and at 
times you couldn’t see what was ahead 
or which way to turn. It was definitely 
an unexpected adventure. 

We all arrived safely and in good 
spirits. After a restroom break Scott took 
us into the office where bottled water 
and freshly baked cookies awaited us. 

Scott gave us the history of Ryan Camp 
and then his wife, Jessica joined us and 
talked about the geology and the future 
plans for the camp. The ultimate goal for 
Ryan is for it to function as a world-class 
facility supporting scientific research 

and education in historic 
preservation, archeology, and 
history. 

Scott then led everyone on 
a tour of the camp. This took a 
good three hours. He showed 

and explained all facets of how they 
lived and maintained themselves during 
the active mining days.

Then the exciting trip back down 
the mountain. There was only one tire 
mishap which was readily changed 
without too much trouble. We all went 
our separate ways until the next day.

Day 2 – A few of our group had to 
leave early to go home but eleven of us 
met at the Shoshone/Timbisha Indian 
Reservation at 8:30am. Barbara Durham, 
the Tribe Historian, met with us and 
gave a great talk about the tribe and their 

way of life. She thoroughly answered 
our many questions. We then went into 
their little museum and we visited with 
her for some time there.

From there we all went our separate 
ways. I think everyone had a very 
good time and a somewhat out of the 
ordinary trip. They were a great group; 
the weather was perfect; we had a bit of 
adventure and a lot of laughs.

Anyone interested in knowing more 
about what they are doing at Ryan can 
check out their Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/ryancampdy.  

Photos: Kate Fosselman

Hospital and Manager’s Residence

Ryan oar cars

Sue Jaussaud wins big! $500 winner at the MRVM Barbeque.

Rough and tumble DE group near Ryan Camp.

Photos: Kate Fosselman
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Ryan Camp Trip
Trip report by Steve Jarvis

Photos by Allan Wicker

This trip was amazing! Touring 
the camp was like entering a time 
capsule. Over the years since it became 
a ghost camp, very little vandalism 
or destruction had taken place due 
to constant protection by various 
caretakers. Most of the original Pacific 
Coast Borax Company buildings and 
much of the contents is still there, giving 
us the feeling that we were walking back 
in time. We didn’t know what to expect 
before we got there, but thanks to the 
efforts of Emmett and Ruth Harder, our 
guide Scott Smith and his anthropologist 
wife, Dr. Jessica Smith, our visit was 
truly memorable. Scott is doing a 
meticulous job of restoring the buildings 
and points of interest while Dr. Jessica 
is doing a detailed site survey and the 
historical research. Together they are 
working to get Ryan Camp recognized 
as a National Historic Site. I have no 
doubt they will be successful.

Main building and dinning hall at Ryan. Chuckwalla!

Manager’s Residences

Please send your stories, trip write reports, photos, jokes, news and complaints to temporary 
guest editor Jay Lawrence at solariscomm@earthlink.net July issue deadline is June 20
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Tejon Ranch Trip
Leader:  Bob Jacoby

Over the years the Desert Explorers 
have had great trips to interesting 
places all over California and the entire 
Southwest.  On 
every one of these 
trips you could be 
sure that one or 
more DE members 
had been to the area 
before.  That is why 
the Tejon Ranch trip 
on May 2 was so 
unique.  No Desert 
Explorer had been 
there before and no 
one else had either 
with the exception of 
individuals working 
for the Tejon Ranch.  

The following 
individuals arrived 
at the Tejon Ranch 
Conservancy 
headquarters in 
Lebec on a sunny 
Saturday morning for this very unusual 
adventure:  Bob Jacoby, Nan Savage-
Healy, Ted Kalil, Alan Wicker, Fredic 
Raab, Mignon Slentz. Glenn Shaw, 
Leonard Friedman, Ron and Barbara 

Mildowski, Danny and Norma Siler, 
Randy Mathews, Nelson Miller, Mike 
Volmart, Ron Lapari and Mal Roode.

The trip was led by Scott Pipken 
who is a docent with the Tejon Ranch 
Conservancy.  Mr. Pipken asked that 
we take only six DE vehicles on the 

trip.  As a result, it was necessary to 
maximize the number of passengers in 
each vehicle.  Fortunately, Scott drove 
a Conservancy vehicle with space for 
five passengers.  That helped ensure 
that everybody had a spot and we could 
still meet the six vehicle limit.  After a 

very informative 
introduction to 
the Ranch and its 
history we soon 
were headed 
down the hill to 
the San Joaquin 
Valley to begin 
this journey.

As we 
journeyed 
along we 

were provided 
with some very 
interesting additional 
information 
regarding the history 
of the area.  The 
Tejon Ranch is 
now  the largest 
private landholding 
in California 
and is owned by 
the Tejon Ranch 
Company.  The size 
of the Conservancy’s 
portion of the ranch 
is  about 240,000 
acres.  Almost all of 
this land is totally 

undeveloped.  The property  
includes contiguous land in 
areas where the Mojave Desert, 
the Central Valley, the Traverse 
Ranges and the Sierra Nevada 
all converge.

The Conservancy was 
created in 2008 when an 
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agreement was reached between the 
Ranch and the state of California.  The 
agreement stipulates that in exchange 
for conserving the 240,000 acres to be 
managed by the Conservancy, the Tejon 
Ranch Company will be able to develop 
three different additional areas of the 
Ranch.

With this background information, we 
entered the Conservancy lands just below 
the Grapevine in the extreme southern 
San Joaquin Valley.  We started out on 
pavement as we headed north toward 
Wheeler Ridge and passed some out 
buildings for the Ranch.  Soon we were 
on dirt and climbing up the mountain 
side as we followed the watershed of 
Cottonwood Creek.  This was a long 
climb which led to spectacular views, 
including a spot over 6,000 feet in 
elevation where we could see Interstate 5 
and Lebec miles below us.  

We were very fortunate to have a 
clear, beautiful day while lunching at a 
beautiful spot in the high country in the 
Tehachapi Mountains.  Throughout the 
trip there were several opportunities to 
view wildlife, including a number of 
deer.  We were also on the lookout for 
condors, but, unfortunately,  did not spot 
any.  They normally are visible in most 
of this area.

As we crested the mountains and 
started to descend,  the Mojave Desert 
became visible and before long we were 
passing through a Joshua Tree forest.  
There was one amazing spot where 
Joshua trees grew near pine trees.  This 
is a good example of where different 
ecological systems converge.  That 
certainly was the theme of the entire trip 
as we saw first head what makes this 
area so special.

After a full day of easy, but fun, dirt 
roads, the group eventually arrived at 
Route 138 in the Antelope Valley where 
some people turned off to head for 
home in the high desert.  The rest of us 
motored back to the Ranch headquarters 
where we thanked Scott Pipken 
effusively for an unbelievable day.

Bob Jacoby



A few DE’ers have asked about the 
film Kate and I have been working on, 
so I thought it would be smart to let 
everybody know what the heck we are 
up to.

After the bottom fell out of my 
business during the Great Recession, I 
semi retired from the TV commercial 
business as a film director and decided 
to do something more fun that I have 
always wanted to do - produce a 
documentary film.  

Kate’s freelance creative ad business 
was slow, so I conned her into working 
with me on the production and editing of 
the film.

With the help of Emmett Harder we 
were introduced to a couple of amazing 
elders of the ancient Timbisha Shoshone 
Tribe in Death Valley; 90 year old 
Indian activist Pauline Esteves and her 
slightly younger sister-in-law Madeline 
Esteves, one of the last few Timbisha 
basket makers. We decided to attempt 
producing a feature length documentary 
to tell their story. 

Why not, right? 
So fearlessly we put together a 

production plan and away we went. 
We succeeded in getting some crowd 

funding through Kickstarter.com, plus 
putting a bunch of our own money into 

the production. After two and a half 
years we have completed production and 
are now at the post-production, editorial 
stage.  

Poor Kate has had me breathing 
down her neck on a daily basis. 

The pre-production and production 
stages of the film involved months of 
history and story research, old photo 
searches and travel in California and 
Nevada. For months we shot in and 
around the Timbisha Village and 
throughout the Death Valley region, 
camping and traveling by both 2-wheel 
and 4-wheel drive. We filmed hours 
of interview footage, shot museum 
artifacts, scenic locations, sand storms, 
mountain peaks and remote canyons in 
winter and summer. 

Obviously a labor of love, we 
have had memorable and sometimes 
life changing experiences we never 
expected.

There is no guarantee that we will 
ever get the film distributed in movie 
theaters or cable TV but we are going 
for it! God willing, we will most likely 
be at the completion stage by early fall 
this year and will be anxious to share the 
finished product with our DE friends. 
Stay tuned.

Steve Jarvis

Our not-so-iittle film project, “The Women In The Sand”
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Member Doings



8 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM no. 230 june 2015

Well, Bob stumped us. There we no 
correct guessers for the May “Where am 
I?” but he has wandered off again...

The correct answer was the Plomosa 
Mountains just east of Quartzite and 
north of Interstate 10.

“In 1856, settler Charles Tyson built 
a fort at the present site of Quartzsite to 
protect his water supply from attacks 
by Native Americans. Fort Tyson soon 
became a stopover on the Ehrenburg-
to-Prescott stagecoach route, eventually 
becoming known as Tyson’s Wells. After 
the stage stopped running, it became a 
ghost town.

A small mining boom revitalized the 
town and it became known as Quartzsite 
in 1897. It remained a mining town until 
1965, when the Pow Wow Rock, Gem 
& Mineral Show initiated the rockhound 
winter migration to Quartzsite each year. 
These days, the population can swell 
to almost a million during January and 
February as rockhounders, jewelers and 
vendors, mostly in thousands of RVs, 
attend the eight major gem and mineral 
shows” Digital Desert

 Bob Peltzman is lost again and 
wants to know the geological forma-
tion he can see out and where he is. 

“Where am I?” Bob went right 
when everyone else went left, and is 
completely lost. Send your guess as to 
where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@
aol.com (with the word “lost” in the 
subject), and he will send me the names 
of people who correctly guess the 
location along with a different lost map 
to publish in another newsletter.  
Your answer to Bob should let him know 
what area he is in such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” -

Bob P

Where Am I?

New Subscribers
Johnathan Witte and Martin Corona
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upcoming Trips

Intaglios, Petroglyphs 
& Coolgardie Mining 

District
Saturday, June 6

Leader: Nelson Miller
CB:13

Meet at the Mojave River Valley 
Museum in Barstow at 9:00am on 
Saturday, June 6. We will visit the 
Opal Mountain Circles and the 
Coyote Gulch petroglyphs, described 
in Bill Mann’s Volume 1. We will also 
visit the Coolgardie Mining Camp. 
Coolgardie District was spread over 
several square miles. The miners 
primarily used dry washers to mine 
placer gold in this area from 1900 
to 1910. Email Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com with any 
questions and if you are interested I 
will send you more information.

Eastern Sierra Area
July 18-22 

Leader: Jay Lawrence 
CB:13 

This trip will be an ‘exploratory’ trip, 
since some of the trails in the Sierras and 
White Mountains have been damaged 
from this years storms. Meet Saturday 
morning in Bishop and noodle west 
up to explore the Coyote Flats area. 
Monday drop down to Bishop, refuel 
and head east to the White Mountains 
and the Bristlecone Pines. Join us for all 
or part of the trip. Contact Jay Lawrence 
at solariscomm@earthlink.net for more 
information. High altitude. 4WD high 
clearance vehicle required.

San Jacinto  
Mountain Area
Saturday, August 22

Leader: Ted Kalil • CB:13
This will be a day trip. We’ll leave 
the Cranston Fire/Ranger Station, 
47015 State Highway 74 (also Florida 
Avenue) outside of Hemet at 9:30, 
start up Bee Canyon and go on from 
there. Trail difficulty should be no more 
than moderate (no laughing please). 
For anyone having a long drive I may 
be able to suggest a dry campsite. If 
interested, contact me at tskalil@msn.
com or call 760-985-6307.

Castaic to Lake 
Hughes to Edwards  

Air Force Base
Saturday, October 24 

Leader: Bill Neill • CB:13
After meeting at 10 am in Castaic (north 
of Santa Clarita), we’ll caravan about 80 
miles northward, mostly on pavement 
but with several stretches of maintained 
dirt.  We’ll cross the San Gabriel 
Mountains on Lake Hughes Road; stop 
for picnic lunch at Elizabeth Lake; then 
climb Portal Ridge for viewing the San 
Andreas Fault Zone and Mojave Desert.  
Our afternoon destination will be 
Piute Ponds at the southwest corner of 
Edwards Air Force Base.   These ponds 
are the largest freshwater marsh in Los 
Angeles County, popular with migrating 
waterfowl, but are not open to public 
visitation except by special arrangement.  
For more information, see www.
piuteponds.com.  In the late afternoon, 
at Edwards’ west gate we’ll view an 
exhibit of fighter jets tested during the 
1950’s and 60’s; and the trip will end at 
a Mexican restaurant in Rosamond.  For 
more information contact Bill Neill at 
bgneill@earthlink.net.

Check the meeting minutes 
in this newsletter for additional 
trips still in the planning stage.

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZD
Bill Baird Yucaipa KF7VE
Trudy Baird Yucaipa KD6NVY
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
David Bullock Los Angeles N3CUE
De’Angelo Mayra Eastvale KG6YGD
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Ted Kalil Apple Valley KG6AIT
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Debbie Miller-Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Carl Noah Lake Forest AB7KD
Nancy Noah Lake Forest AE6XL
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff AZ KQ1S
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Springs KD6CY
Al Walter San Diego KG6GSM To all our subscribers

who have renewed their
subscription this past month,

Thank You!
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Open 11:45am

Attending Ding & Allan Wicker, Steve 
Jarvis & Kate Fosselman, Sylvia & Jay 
Lawrence, Vann Preiss, Alden Joe Preiss, 
Betty Wallin & Don Sweinhart, Ruth 
& Emmett Harder, Bob Jacoby, Jean & 
Sunny Hansen, Marian & Neal Johns, 
Ted Kalil, Nelson Miller, Eileen & Terry 
Ogden, Gary Preston, Bobbi Sanchez & 
Daniel Dick.

Regrets Nan Savage, Deb Miller-
Marschke & Steve Marschke, Jean & 
Mal Roode, Marilyn Martin.

Minutes Approved as-is

Treasurer We currently have 100 paid 
subscribers. Ted reported our current 
balance is $5,265.93. He broke down 
the Rondy income and expenses. He 
suggested that we donate regularly to the 
MVRM. It was moved and unanimously 
approved that we donate $1,000 to 
MVRM. Also reported that he suggested 
a system so subscription renewals and 
museum memberships could both be 
paid in a single action online. This 
has not gained any traction since the 
museum does not currently have an 
online funding option.

Newsletter Jay Lawrence filled in for 
Jean Roode on the May issue. He put a 
call out for trip reports, stories, photos 
and new content since the incoming 
articles had tapered off since the Rondy.

Website Deb reported (by proxy) that 
the digitization of all of our newsletters 
for inclusion on the website will be 
continuing through the summer, headed 
up by Bob Jaussaud. The PayPal link on 
the website is working and we have had 
several new subscribers use that option. 
All agreed it was it is a terrific site, 
thanks to Deb’s efforts. The site is not 
having any problems and all stories are 
up to date.

Museum The MVRM Barbecue was 
a smashing success, serving over 400 
dinners. One ten year old boy from 
Hemet called in so his dad could drive 
him to the BBQ to pan for gold! BBQ 

tickets were purchased by folks from 
as far away as Mexico, Texas and 
Washington. Our own Sue Jaussaud 
won the $500 prize drawing which Ruth 
Harder presented to her on their Ryan 
Mine trip. Steve Jarvis will send in a 
photo of the presentation. Several folks 
suggested that we run half-day trips into 
the BBQ next year and all agreed it was 
a good idea.

Current museum projects include the 
library building fund and the need to 
expand display areas and the current 
buildings. It was noted that the lot 
behind the museum would be ideal. 
There are some current hurdles for this 
concept. The land is currently owned by 
the city.

Trips Discussion centered on topic 
that leaders determine the appropriate 
number of vehicles on their trip, vehicle 
type, equipment, waiting list, etc. All 
agreed that with the variety of trips we 
lead, the individual trip leader has the 
final say on these points.
n Bob Jacoby will lead a second Tejon 

Ranch trip. The first one was excellent 
by all accounts and the Tejon Ranch 
Conservancy representative may 
become a DE subscriber. 

n Bill Neill will lead a Castaic - Libre 
Mountain geology tour trip in October.

n Ted Kalil will lead a day trip in the 
San Jacinto area in July/August.

n Jay Lawrence will lead a Sierras - Inyo 
Mountains area trip in July/August

n New member Bill from Corvalis, 
Oregon volunteered to lead a seven 
day Oregon cross-state trail trip in 
Spring 2016.

n Bob Jacoby is working on a Western 
Nevada trip in the Reno - Tahoe area.

There was brief discussion on trip 
leaders using the hold harmless form for 
every trip and sending a copy the DE 
chairman after the trip. These would be 
kept on file so there would be a central 
storage point.

2016 Rendezvous All agreed this Rondy 
was a hit, the venue was terrific and the 
folks there knocked themselves out to 
make sure everything went well, up to 
and including keeping the kitchen open 
and serving to handle our stragglers 
on the Great Mazourka Adventure. 
Attendance was down a bit, primarily 
due to the Easter weekend date. We’ll 
schedule around it next year.

Bob urged that we get the planning 
done sooner this time around. Venue 
suggestions for next spring included 
Zzyzx, Shoshone, Panamint Springs, 
Borrego, Ridgecrest, Harold Gabriel 
ranch near Phelan.

Community Nelson announced that the 
Old Spanish Trail Association is putting 
together a public meeting May 30 at the 
Desert Discovery Center. Bob & Shirley 
Bolin send their hellos to all. Neal 
Johns made a motion that we “Give Bob 
Jacoby the clap” since he is doing such a 
fine job as chairperson. We all applauded 
(and laughed). Emmett Harder is doing 
a presentation on the Ballarat Bandit on 
June 4th at the San Bernardino Heritage 
House where the Pioneer Society 
meets. Answering a question about our 
checkered past, Neal Johns gave a short 
history of the DE origins, founding co-
conspirators, our escape from the Sierra 
Club and acceptance into the MVRM 
fold.

Calendar Our next meeting will be 
Saturday, July 11 at 11am at Ding & 
Allan Wicker’s house. Pot luck.

Adjourn 1:10pm
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July 
DE Meeting

Saturday, July 11th
11:00 pm

Potluck Lunch
Ding & Allan  

Wicker’s House
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Name Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley Street Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  sjhsn@verizon.net
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316   760-217-7555  sjhsn@verizon.net
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Avenue San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436   909-260-7189   echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Avenue San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436   909-260-7189   echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Road Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321   626-893-3266   famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Court Hemet CA 92544 951-306-4464   951-927-6476  vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Avenue     Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446-5279 86446-5279    818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446-5279 86446-5279    760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete, Treasurer 22170 Moonbeam Trail      Apple Valley CA 92308 760-240-0406   760-985-6307  tskalil@msn.com
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Ed. Emeritus, Sec. 530 Ohio Avenue Long Beach CA 90814 562-439-5323   562-760-1999   solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Marilyn Martin Editor Emeritus P.O. Box 291759 Phelan CA 92329-1759 760-868-6606   760-641-1483   mjmartin@dslextreme.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862   951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Road Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984   951-733-5242   nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Avenue Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave. North Hollywood CA 91606-2022 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
John Page Trip Coordinator Emeriitus, Aridologist 3675 Gingerwood Court Thousand Oaks CA 91360 805-493-1128   805-660-1218  jppage@roadrunner.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Court Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Editor, Emeritus Sub. 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767   909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Nan Savage Healy Emeritus Newsltr. Dist./Xterra Terror  12354 Sarah Street Studio City CA 91604 818-766-0401  nansavagehealy@gmail.com 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P. O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997   406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P. O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com 
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137   annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082   909-239-5786   allan.wicker@verizon.net

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List

 Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 •  Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all priveleges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participateion in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Ted Kalil, 22170 Moonbeam Trail, Apple Valley, CA 92408

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form




