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Rondy Trip 
Report 

Ash Meadows National 
Wildlife Preserve 

Sunday, April 6 

By Glenn Shaw 

O 
n Sunday morning at 9 a.m. the 

group assembled in front of 

Longstreet’s to begin our Ash 

Meadows National Wildlife Refuge tour.  

     Our first stop was at the Fish and 

Wildlife visitor center at Crystal Springs. 

The docent volunteer gave us a short talk on 

the history and the plants and animals of the 

Wildlife Refuge. She explained that there 

are 15 major springs 

discharging collectively over 

15,000 gallons of water per 

minute. The water from an 

underground lake is forced to 

the surface by an underground 

fault barrier. The meadow is 

home to many rare and 

endangered species, some are 

found nowhere else in the 

world. Happily living in some 

of the riparian areas are some 

exotic fish species that escaped 

from an illegal commercial fish 

aquarium that was quickly 

abandoned when it was 

discovered by officials in the 

1960’s. These fish have adapted 

so well to their environment that 

efforts to eliminate them have failed. After 

following the interpretive boardwalk around 

the spring area we loaded up and drove 

around Crystal Lake formed by the springs 

and then headed for our next destination at 

Point of Rocks Spring and boardwalk.  This 

is the more scenic and interesting of the two. 

At Point of Rock Spring you can get a close-

up view of the endemic Pup fish living in 

this spring and there is heavier vegetation 

for wildlife habitat including big horn sheep. 

Our next stop was Devils Hole which is a 

separate entity within Death Valley National 

Park. Here we had the rare opportunity to 

watch divers doing a pupfish count. The 

Devils Hole pupfish are responsible for the 

protected status of Ash Meadows. Because 

of extensive groundwater pumping for 

agriculture the pupfish began to die off as 

the water level dropped. A lawsuit was filed 

by conservationists that resulted in a 1976 

Supreme Court decision that halted the 

excessive groundwater use and established 

the wildlife preserve.  The  Devils Hole 
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maze of water filled caverns have never 

been fully mapped or the bottom ever found. 

In the 1960’s two divers disappeared in the 

maze and the bodies were never found.  An 

unexplained event happens when there is a 

significant earthquake anywhere is the 

world, it will create the waters of Devils 

Hole to ripple back and forth, this 

phenomenon has been caught on camera.     

     Continuing on our tour we then stopped 

at Longstreet’s Spring. Jack Longstreet was 

known as one of the last frontiersmen and 

homesteaded the spring area and also built 

the cabin that has recently been restored. 

At this point after a busy four hours of 

exploring the wildlife preserve it was time 

to call it a day and everyone was then on 

their own to explore, return to the hotel or 

head for home. We all had a very fun time 

together.  

Trip Reports 

Desert Railway 
History Trip 

Saturday, April 26 

By: Bob Jacoby 

W 
e were fortunate in that Saturday 

April 26 turned out to be a 

beautiful spring day in the 

Mojave. A total of nine people in six cars 

arrived at Kramer Junction for a day of 

railroad history, good scenery and fun dirt 

roads and trails. The participants included 

myself, Nelson Miller, Frederick Raab, 

Larry Boerio and his friend Chris Parker, 

Richard Brazier, Ted Kalil and John Dark. 

Unfortunately, the fearless leader was still 

suffering from a severe eye infection and 

relied on Mr. Brazier to do the driving and 

Mr. Boerio to do the photography.   

     Following our 

theme of Desert 

Railway exploration, 

the morning was 

devoted to following 

the route of the 

Randsburg Railroad. 

This proved to be an 

adventure in 

industrial 

archaeology as we 

followed the 

abandoned roadbed 

for over 20 miles. 

This railroad 

extended from 

Kramer Junction to 

the Randsburg area 

and was completed 

in 1897. The first 

three miles of the 

railroad from the 

Kramer Junction 

area is now 

inaccessible due to 

private property 

concerns so we 

drove about three 

miles up Hwy. 395 

to where the railroad 

berms appeared on 

the east side of the 

road. We had a great time following the 

roadway through the sparse desert. The only 

minor problems consisted of some loose 

sand evry now and then.   

     About 14 miles up the trail we passed 

some concrete foundation on the west side 

of the road and a little research revealed that 

this apparently was the site of Fremont 

Photo by Larry Boerio 

Photo by Larry Boerio 

Crystal Spring Point of Rock Springs Boardwalk 

Photo by Glenn Shaw Photo by Glenn Shaw 
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siding which was the side of a 500 foot spur 

track. Just a little bit farther north we passed 

a very interesting dirt road heading east, 

which, according to the GPS, headed off 

toward the very prominent landmark, 

Fremont Peak. (The number of landmarks 

named after Fremont in  California is 

amazing!) 

     We finally encountered Hwy. 395 again 

at what is left of the old Atolia mining area. 

After lunch, it was time to begin our second 

railroad adventure following the old 

Owenyo Line. The Owenyo Line was a 

branch line of the Southern Pacific (“SP”) 

that went from Mojave up into the Owens 

Valley to a point just north of Lone Pine. 

For the first several miles of this route the 

tracks still exist and are used. The group had 

a great time following the dirt roads on the 

side of the tracks all the way to a spectacular 

tunnel. We were able to actually drive over 

the tunnel on a rough road and emerged on 

the other side. That was an adventure in 

itself. 

     After crossing the paved Searles Station 

Road we followed an extensive siding that 

now is used for storing a massive amount of 

Gondola cars while they are apparently 

waiting to be picked up by the Trona 

Railway. That was the end of the tracks but 

we could still follow the roadway as it made 

a sweeping turn into the Indian Wells 

Valley. With steep berms on each side, we 

felt like we were traveling on top of the 

world! 

     Our trip finally came to an end as we hit 

the paved Brown Road near Inyokern. By 

that time it was late afternoon and just about 

the right time for some liquid refreshment 

and dinner at the excellent Bednardo’s 

Mexican restaurant in Inyokern. Everybody 

joined in and we shared our railroad 

experiences on this fun day. We all agreed 

we were on track for another desert railroad 

sometime soon. 

 

El Paso Mountains 
Trip 

Saturday, June 7 

By: Nelson Miller 

J 
ust four vehicles met at Jawbone 

Ranger Station on Hwy. 14 on Saturday 

morning for an interesting day trip 

through the El Paso Mountains. Two new 

members, Jerry and Dolly Dupree joined 

Neal and Marian Johns, Gary Preston and 

myself. We took a quick tour of the Ranger 

Station, which opened at 9:00 a.m. They 

have a nice selection of maps of the local 

area available for sale. 

     We headed north on Hwy. 14 through 

Red Rock Canyon State Park, which has 

some beautiful rock formations. First stop 

was the Old Dutch Cleanser mine, which has 

large open shafts, covered with very fine 

white pumicite. I took a quick walk about 

0.2 miles along the ridge since Neal said 

there used to be 

some machinery 

over there. I saw 

the bottom half of 

a huge engine 

block but rushed 

back to join the 

group. Jerry did 

some research after 

the trip which 

indicated that there 

was a 475-foot 

long, inclined 

railway that took 

the mined 

materials to the 

bottom of Last Chance Canyon where it was 

trucked out. Next time we will have to 

explore further! The mine was operated 

from 1923 to 1947 according to Jerry’s 

information. 

     On the way to Bonanza Gulch we made a 

quick stop at Holly Mine, which appears to 

be another large pumicite mine with some 

equipment and foundations still remaining. 

Bonanza Gulch was an active mining 

community in the 1890’s. The area was 

again active during the 1930’s during the 

depression. There is a post office building 

dating from the 1930’s which was 

rehabilitated by the BLM in 2006. There are 

a number of other cabins in the Gulch, 

mostly built in the 1940’s to 1950’s. We 

continued on to Bickel Camp, which is the 

best preserved camp in the area. A group of 

volunteers preserve memories of Walt 

Bickel, who lived here from the 1930’s until 

1987. A fascinating place, with lots of old 

equipment. Final stop in this area was the 

Photo by Larry Boerio Photo by Larry Boerio 

Bickel Camp 
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Burro Schmidt Tunnel. Burro Schmidt 

staked his claim here in 1906 and spent 32 

years digging by hand a 0.8-mile tunnel all 

the way through the hill. It is a nice, cool 

walk through the tunnel on a hot desert day. 

     From this 

area, we headed 

east toward 

Mesquite 

Canyon Road. 

Where we 

intersected 

Mesquite 

Canyon Road, is 

Gerbracht Camp. 

Nothing is left 

but a concrete 

slab. Neal says 

he remembers in 

the 1980’s when 

a gal used to live 

out here. 

Apparently, she 

shot at people 

who trespassed 

too much. Neal said he 

remembered reading that 

she was taken away and 

placed in an institution. 

Apparently there were a 

number of structures and 

trailers here which were all 

demolished and removed by 

the BLM. 

     We headed north on 

Mesquite Canyon Road, 

skirting along the east edge 

of the Wilderness Area 

toward Sheep Springs. This 

road was pretty rocky and 

slow-going, especially on a 

hot day which was up near 

100 degrees. At Sheep 

Springs there are quite an abundance of 

petroglyphs, but everyone felt it was too hot 

to explore too much. Gary walked up the hill 

with me to check out a 20-foot diameter 

rock circle on the top of the ridge. I am 

always fascinated by these “rock 

alignments” and would like to find out 

more. I often wonder just how old they are 

and what was their purpose? This area was 

apparently occupied by the Kaiwasu from 

perhaps 100 AD to historic times. Our final 

stop was a concrete tank just a quarter mile 

down the road. A few years ago this was 

still being maintained by Quail Unlimited, 

but it was dry and abandoned.  

     We headed for pavement and end of our 

trip in the late afternoon. 

Future Trips 

Mono Basin and 
Bodie Hills History 

Trip 

September 19-21 

Leader: Bob Jacoby 

CB: 13 

T 
his will be three days of fun in 

the Mono Basin and Bodie Hills 

area of the eastern Sierra. The 

emphasis will be on ghost towns and 

history of the area. You can join us for 

one, two or all three days of fun. We 

will be headquartered out of Lee Vining 

and will return there every evening. 

     The first day, 9/19, will be an 

exploratory trip to the Sweetwater 

Mountains north of Lee Vining near 

Bridgeport. The plan is to visit the 

Bickel’s Cabin 

Photo by Jerry Dupree 

Bickel’s Cabin 

Photo by Jerry Dupree 

Dutch Cleanser Mine 

Photo by Jerry Dupree 

Dutch Cleanser Mine 

Photo by Jerry Dupree 
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mining camp sites of Clinton, Belfort 

and Boulder Flat. We will access these 

venues by taking the rough and rugged 

Sullivan Canyon Road. We have never 

explored the Sweetwaters before and 

this should be great fun.   

     The second day, 9/20, we will leave 

Lee Vining and head for Bodie Ghost 

town on the very interesting , historic, 

and somewhat rugged Bodie/Lundy 

wagon road. After lunch around Bodie 

we will tour the massive ghost town 

and, hopefully, visit the very impressive 

stamp mill with a docent. After the tour 

we will head down the partially paved 

Bodie Road and visit the historic town 

site of Dogtown. We will then return to 

Lee Vining for a group dinner at 

Nicely’s that evening. 

     On Sunday we will visit the ruins of 

Masonic. This was a very active mining 

camp in a beautiful canyon. The road 

getting there will absolutely require high 

clearance and four wheel drive. This 

promises to be a very scenic trip in 

September.   

     For most people this will be a long 

way to come but very much worth it. 

There are excellent camp sites in and 

around Lee Vining along with plenty of 

motels. If you plan to attend, contact 

Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.net.   

White Mountain 
and Bristlecone 

Pines 

August 21-23 

Leader: Jay Lawrence 

CB: 13 

W 
e will be doing the White 

Mountains & Bristlecone 

pine trip originally run in the 

eighties by Axel Heller this year. The 

trails are moderate with a couple of 

challenging sections and OK for most 

vehicles with a reasonable amount of 

ground clearance, good tires and 4WD 

with low range. Views are pretty 

spectacular and the ancient Bristlecones 

are something special to see. We’ll start 

out in Big Pine, head to the remnants of 

White Mountain City, then up Wyman 

Canyon to enter the Ancient Bristlecone 

Pine Forest from the east. Saturday 

evening camp and potluck in 

Cottonwood Basin (9800’ altitude). 

There are several opportunities for small 

hikes in the Patriarch and Sherman 

Groves. New Moon (no moon) is on the 

25th so there will be a sky full of stars 

for stargazers. Elevations range from 

4000 to 11000 feet. You’ll also need a 

full sized spare and CB radio. Limited 

to 12 vehicles. Email 

(solariscomm@earthlink.net) or phone 

(562-439-5323) for more details. Also 

let me know if you would like to add a 

day before or after the official dates. We 

are thinking of expanding the trip 

slightly for folks who are interested. 

Member 
Doings 

Baja Bucket List 
By: Neal Johns 

F 
riend and follow Desert Explorer 

Jay (Taco Feliz on the Baja 

Nomad board) offered to lead a 

laid back trip to Baja with the main goal 

being a mile hike over a pristine section 

of the El Camino Real (a centuries old 

mule/foot trail connecting the Missions) 

about 370 miles below 

the border. Since I had 

wanted to do this hike for 

some time, I jumped at 

the offer. Our crew 

consisted of three 

vehicles (two Tacoma’s 

and a Tundra) and six 

people (Jay and his 

friend, Stan, Marian and 

me, and Ivan and Janet – 

new Desert Explorer 

members from Colorado).  

     We all crossed the 

border separately and met 

at Papa Fernandez’s 

camp on Gonzaga Bay on 

the east coast of Baja. The weather was 

perfect the whole eight day trip. The 

next day we headed south and took the 

old, pre-pavement road to the 

abandoned mining town of Desengańo 

and turned north to visit the famous 

Tinaja (natural waterhole) Yubay on the 

El Camino Real.  Well, at least I did; 

our Fearful Leader Jay and Ivan (who 

claimed this was his favorite road) 

missed the turn. Current wife Marian, 

soon to be replaced if she does not 

change her ways, said over the radio 

“Why can Neal remember every rock 

and turn in Baja but can’t find his way 

to the grocery store at home?” Despite a 

several year drought in Baja, there was 

Arroyo Santa Gertrudis 

Marian at Las Pintas 

Photo by Neal Johns 

Photo by Marian Johns 

Photo by Marian Johns 

mailto:Jacoby.r@att.net
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water in the Tinaja and a large bird flew 

away as we approached. Back in the 

day, I told people it was a short, 20 

minute walk to the Tinaja, but now I am 

ashamed to mention the time it takes me 

to stumble and weave over the rock-

filled dry streambed. Nevertheless, it is 

always a pleasant hike. Ivan and I were 

the only ones that completed the walk – 

which included visiting nearby rock art 

and bedrock metate grinding sites. We 

were gone for quite a while and the 

waiting wimps were getting nervous 

about us being in trouble. 

     The next day we continued south to 

Bahia de Los Angeles where, after 

applying Rule One in Baja (gassing up 

any chance you get), we took a bad road 

north along the coast to La Gringa 

(named thus because a deceased 

American lady’s body was found there 

decades ago according to local folklore). 

Our Fearful Leader, Jay, was not 

impressed with the camping spot there 

so we went back to camp at a more 

civilized palapa at Daggett’s Camp on a 

nice sand beach, named after an early 

explorer and 

miner of the 

area.  

     Dawn broke 

and we headed 

south toward 

Tinaja Santa 

Maria, stopping 

to visit the only 

remaining 

building in Los 

Flores, the jail. 

Los Flores is the 

abandoned 

village at the 

bottom of the abandoned San Juan Mine 

tramway. We later visited the 

abandoned rancho of Los Paradones and 

the occupied rancho of La Bocana after 

turning off the main road. La Bocana is 

misnamed on the Baja Almanac maps as 

Dead Camp 

Jail 

Bahia San Luis Gonzaga 

Photo by Jay Lawrence 

Mesa del Carmen 

Photo by Jay Lawrence 

Photo by Marian Johns 

Photo by Marian Johns 
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San Pedro. We fed lunch to the vaquero 

at La Bocana while Jay translated his 

stories. His father had ranched there 

before him and his brother lived in the 

house we passed on the way down the 

valley. Continuing onward a few miles, 

we headed south down several 

interconnecting sand washes to where 

the El Camino Real went north over a 

150 foot saddle near Tinaja Santa Maria 

and camped. 

At 5:30 a.m. the next morning, Marian, 

Ivan, Janet and I started north on the El 

Camino Real hike. It had previously 

been located on Google Earth and it 

was amazing to see the 150+ pound 

stones that were moved to one side to 

make the trail. Cattle and an occasional 

vaquero are the only users now. The 

150 foot ascent was easy while we were 

fresh but we had decided to retrace our 

steps back to the vehicles and the return 

ascent was 300 feet. Guess who was the 

last straggler back up the hill? The 

shame, the shame, even my ancient 

wife beat me up the hill. 

     After a Mountain Dew, we headed 

south for a pictograph cave a few tens 

of miles south, stopping at San 

Francisquito Bay for a too expensive 

lunch. The place was run down and we 

were the only gringos there. Proceeding 

to the site of the pictograph cave, we 

arrived just in 

time to camp. 

The next 

morning we 

hiked up to the 

cave and were 

treated to 

several 

paintings of 

Grand Mural 

Style art. Then 

onward to 

Mission Santa 

Gertrudes 

where we 

watched two 

horses browsing on short, sparse, grass 

on the edge of verdant pools. A hungry 

cat attached itself to our group and got 

fed for its troubles. Purr, purr. 

     After checking out the Mission, we 

got lost in El Arco, regrouped and went 

to Guererro Negro for dinner at old 

faithful Malarrimo Motel where we 

camped and showered. In Guererro 

Negro we went to several auto parts 

stores looking for metric bolts to repair 

Ivan’s sway bar bracket which had 

parted company with the frame on one 

side. Finally, we were directed to the 

Caterpillar store where the bolts were 

supplied by helpful employees. Bring 

your own metric bolts to Baja. 

     On the way to Mission San Borja we 

took the southeast route from Rosarito 

which was passable by cars but rather 

bumpy. Old acquaintance, Jose, and I 

had a limited conversation (due to my 

200 words of 

Spanish) 

while most of 

the crew was 

given a long 

tour of the 

Mission by his 

wife and son. 

Most of his 

kids have 

flown the 

coop and live 

in town.  

     The next 

stop was the 

well-known 

pictograph site 

at Montevideo. Marian lost her head 

and took 70 pictures! After that, we 

camped by the cliffs and were 

entertained by bird songs. 

After driving out the north road, we 

back-tracked to Bahia de Los Angeles 

and gassed up before heading north 

toward home. Ivan left us to return on 

Hwy. 5 via Mission Calamajue. 

     We took a not-so-short detour to the 

petroglyph site at Las Pintas south of El 

Rosario and found the farm on the way 

abandoned, probably due to the drought 

since it was dry land farming. The 

spring above Las Pintas rocks was 

barely wet and no water was at the 

bottom. What there were at the bottom 

were huge boulders embedded with of 

thousands of fossil shells. There was a 

small spring where you enter the small 

valley and a pipe led to a pila (above 

ground cistern) on the far side of the 

Pictos Yubay 

Papa’s Camp 
Pila at San Borja 

Photo by Jay Lawrence 

Photo by Marian Johns 

Photo by Marian Johns 
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valley. No crops were growing. No tire 

tracks were evident. Baja tourism is way 

down due to the drug violence in 

mainland Mexico although Baja is very 

rarely affected. It is a great spot to camp 

– and we did. 

     Next, on the way north on Hwy.1, we 

had lunch at one of the best 

restaurants in Baja, Restaurant 

Mision Isabel. It has both locals 

and gringos eating there, always 

a good sign. 

Wanting to be near 

the border for a Tuesday 

crossing at Tecate, we 

camped near Santo Tomas 

at a campground that Jay 

had found on the internet 

and Google Earth. When 

we got there it turned out 

to have been dead for several years but 

was a beautiful place with empty 

buildings, a dry little creek and many 

trees. And it was free! However – at 
Montevideo Picto 

Pozo Alemán 

To the loft at San Borja Mesa del Carmen 

Photo by Marian Johns 

Photo by Jay Lawrence 

Photo by Jay Lawrence Photo by Jay Lawrence 
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dusk, when it was too late to move, an 

apparently somewhat inebriated 

gentleman showed up in a beat-up truck 

and said $24 dollars please for camping 

on my land. Sigh. There ain’t no such 

thing as a free lunch. 

     In the morning, we took Hwy. 3 from 

Ensenada to Tecate and had brunch at 

another favorite eatery: Mustafa’s. After 

several years’ absence, Mustafa’s hot 

daughter was back helping dad. I hardly 

noticed her – and I have the bruises to 

prove it, just ask Marian. Soon Tecate 

appeared and we got in line for the 

border crossing. It took about 50 

minutes which is somewhat more than 

average. Jay was sent to Secondary for 

further inspection and we have not seen 

him since. Oh well, easy come, easy go. 

We are home in Lytle Creek! Another 

great trip was completed with no major 

problems of any kind. 

M.O.E. Trip Schedule 

Leaders: Dan Messersmith/Dick Taylor 

 

Aug. 25-30  Flagstaff, AZ — RV Base Camp with Truck & Tent options 

Sep. 21-27  Bartlett Lake, AZ — Moving Camp, Truck & Tent Camping 

Oct. 19-24  Burro Creek, AZ — RV Base Camp with Truck & Tent options 

Interested? Email dmess@ctaz.com or dickandmouse@aol.com 

Desert Explorers Trip Schedule 

 

August 22-24 White Mountains/Bristlecone Pine  Lawrence 

September 21-23 Mono Basin and Bodie Hills History Trip Jacoby 

Contact Mal Roode at mal@roode.com if you are interested in leading a trip. 

Desert Explorer Ham List 

 

Janet Austin  ................. Diamond Bar ... KF6FZE 
Pete Austin ................... Diamond Bar ... KF6FZD 

Bill Baird .............................. Yucaipa ... KF7VE  

Trudy Baird .......................... Yucaipa ... KD6NVY 
Bruce Barnett .............................Brea ... KD6BOY 

David Bullock ............... Los Angeles ... N3CUE 

Barbara Gossett ................ Ridgecrest ... KI6YLR 
Bill Gossett ....................... Ridgecrest ... KI6YLQ 

Neal Johns ...................... Lytle Creek ... AG6HR 

Ted Kalil ...................... Apple Valley ... KG6AIT 
Jay Lawrence .................. Long Beach ... KI6KAV 

Homer Meek........................ Torrance ... K6HKT 

Steve Marschke ................... Torrance ... KK6EOS 
Debbie Miller-Marschke ..... Torrance ... KK6EOW 

Carl Noah ....................... Lake Forest ... AB7KD 

Nancy Noah .................... Lake Forest ... AE6XL 
Bob Rodemeyer ..................... Corona ... N6ROD 

Malcolm Roode .................. Highland ... KF6GZH 

Joan Steiner .............................. Irvine ... KJ6AIK 

Betty Wallin ........ Desert Hot Springs ... KD6CY 

Al Walter .......................... San Diego ... KG6SGM 

 

Recommended 
Event 

 

Old Fort 

MacArthur Days 

San Pedro, CA 
July 12 -13 2014 

T 
oo hot for a desert trip?  Take a 

weekend day trip to San Pedro 

and check out the biggest, 

continuous reenactment & living 

history event presented in Southern 
California. It’s actually the first 

organization that has presented a multi-

cultural living history event 

in CA since 1999. Some of 

the represented groups are 

the Roman Legion, 

Renaissance era, American 

West, Viking, Victorian 

era, and all American 

Military eras including 

Civil War re-enactors. 

There is something for 

everyone here, and a whole 

lotta fun!    http://

www.ftmac.org/ 

Submitted by Deb 

Miller Marschke 
The Roman Legion 

San Francisquito 

Photo by Jay Lawrence 
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Where Am I? 

     Here are the Solution and Winners for June. Butterfield Stage Line. Winners: Mal Roode and Leonard Friedman.  

     In March of 1857, realizing the need for an overland mail route from the east that serviced the west, congress passed a Post Office 

Appropriations Bill. Then, on September 15, 1857, one of the nine bidders, 56 year old John Butterfield of the John Butterfield Company 

was awarded the mail contract by congress. Originally called the Ox Bow Route, the Postmaster General required the route to go through El 

Paso, Texas and Fort Yuma, California. It added 600 miles over the more northern routes and required extra relay stations and frontier forts 

to be built. The total length of the route was 2812 miles and had to be run twice a week. It was also required that the trips be completed 

within 25 days. 

      It took a year for John and his company to secure sites for stage stations, buy equipment, obtain horses and mules, and find men to work 

for him. Bridges had to be built over rivers and streams, large rocks had to be removed from trails, wells had to be dug, and passes through 

mountains had to be cleared. Finally, on September 16, 1858, the first trip was launched from Tipton, Missouri. Butterfield’s son drove the 

first leg along with a reporter from the New York Herald named Waterman L. Ormsby. The cost for one way fare was $200 or $.15 per mile 

for shorter trips and usually took 22 days as opposed to the contracted 25. The Concord stagecoaches carrying the passengers averaged 5-9 

miles per hour and were fairly comfortable by the day's standards. Only when the trail was very rough did the passengers have to switch to a 

more uncomfortable but rugged Celerity stagecoach. There were 139 relay stations and forts, 1800 head of stock, and 250 Concord and 

Celerity Overland Stage Coaches used by the 800 men that Butterfield employed. 

     Despite the $600,000 per year grant Butterfield was awarded by congress, he still ran up large debts with the Wells Fargo company. In 

March of 1860, John Butterfield was forced out and Wells Fargo took over the stage route. By 1866, Wells Fargo had gained a monopoly 

over long distance overland stage coach routes and mail service and used both the original Butterfield Overland Trail and others. In 1869, the 

first transcontinental railroad was finished and the need for transcontinental passenger and mail travel by stagecoach was to be no more. By 

Todd Underwood (www.frontiertrails.com) 

     Bob Peltzman is lost again. “Where am I? Bob went right when everyone else went left, and is completely lost. Send your guess as to 

where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word “lost” in the subject), and he will send me the names of people who correctly 

guess the location along with a different lost map to publish in another newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is 

in such as “The southern part of Death Valley near the Devil’s Golf Course.” 

http://www.frontiertrails.com/
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DESERT EXPLORERS E-NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 

check made out to: Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain Avenue, Highland, CA 92346 

Name  Spouse  

Address   

City  State  Zip  

Home Phone ( )  Cell Phone ( )  

E-Mail (must provide)  

Ham Call Sign  

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application  
Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 

270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 ● Phone (760) 256-5452 

Family – Annual ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $25.00 

Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount 
on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities. 

Individual – Annual -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $20.00 

Name  Spouse  Children  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Phone ( )  E-Mail  

To all our subscribers who 

have renewed their 

subscription this past month, 

thank you! 

DE NEWSLETTER 
Editor: Jean Roode 

Assistant Editors: 

Marian and Neal Johns 

 

   

   

Desert ExplorersDesert ExplorersDesert Explorers   

Saturday, 

July 12 
11:00 a.m. 

Neal & Marian Johns’ 
House 

406 Lytle Creek Road 

Lytle Creek, CA 

Phone 909-887-1549 

Pizza! Bring a couple 

bucks. 

Desert Explorers 
is on Facebook. 
Give us a “like” 
and share your 
pictures!  

A special “thank-you” to Ruth Harder and Jay 

Lawrence who serve as back-up newsletter 

editors in Marian and Neal’s absence. Thanks also 

to Bob Peltzman for his monthly “Where Am I.”  
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DESERT EXPLORERS 
OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM 
Jean Roode 
7014 Mountain Avenue 
Highland, CA  92346 

Deadline for submission in the 
August Newsletter is July 20th. 

 

 

Directions to the Johns 

Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and proceed uphill, Northwest into the mountains follow-

ing Lytle Creek Wash. You will pass the Valero gas station (on your left) and shortly 

continuej through a stoplight. Go six and one fourth miles, passing the Ranger Station 

and two stores on the right and our two story house is on the left behind a black iron 

fence directly across the street from the white, modular Post Office. If you get to 

cross street Valley Vista, you have gone 100 feet too far. Several friendly dogs will 

greet you but are confined behind fences. Desperate calls for assistance: (909) 887-1549. 

tel:%28909%29%20887-1549

