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Pinto Mountains
Mines Galore

By Alan Romspert and Allan
Schoenherr

FF
RIDAY MORNING IN ORANGE COUNTY WAS BLUE
sky with a slight nip in the air but promise
of a warm day.  Dave McClanahan in his

Silverado Blazer had arrived the previous night
from Bakersfield to be my  (Alan R.) ride for
the trip. Friday morning we proceeded to fill
the back of his vehicle with all the extraneous
camping gear I take in my
Pathfinder and, on many
occasions, never use. All
packed, I sent Dave off to
top off the 31 gallon gas
tank while we waited for the
other infamous leader
(Allan  S.)  With Allan’s
arrival in his beater a’71
FJ40 Toyota Landcruiser, we
departed for the high desert.
The heater in the Silverado
was working well as attested
by my electronic
indoor/outdoor thermome-
ter on the floor console
reading in the 90’s.

Cracking the window helped lower the temper-
ature about one degree as well as letting the
fine cigar smoke roll out the partially open
window.
The weather pattern in the high desert (gray

overcast) was very different from our depar-
ture point. This of course was only observed
from the temperature controlled, smoke filled,
confines of our 90+ degree vehicle. A brief
stop in 29 Palms at the Ultramar gas station
allowed us to top off the vehicles at the same
price ($1.199) per gallon as that paid in
Fullerton. Turning off at Gold Crown Road we
proceeded down the dirt road following a set
of fresh tracks in the road. After setting the two
directional pie plates we arrived at the
intended camp site in “Owl” wash. We were
immediately contacted by the set of tracks in
the dirt road, Mike and Phyllis Aguilar, who
had made better time from the town of Joshua
Tree, than we had from Orange County (go fig-
ure).

Soon another DE subscriber, Bill Ott,
arrived. After setting up camp, not using all that
extraneous camping gear, the two leaders
departed to investigate where we were going to
take the group for the first stop the next day
and to find out where we got lost on the pre-
trip run. As it turned out we had gotten lost in
a canyon, in which the topo map had shown
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NO road. This was determined by Allan S.
hiking over to another mountain top and
seeing the pink stained rock(never take
box wine unless it is well padded) where
we had eaten lunch and then turned
around (no road) on the pre-trip run.

As the light of evening descended upon
us, we returned to the camp site to greet
an evolving fire started by our fire master,
Bill Ott. A late cocktail hour blended into
dinner, with some of us sharing a grill and
foil wrapped potatoes with the ongoing
fire. The wash, which had flooded previ-
ously with high debris marks on the
remaining vegetation at the three-foot
level, provided adequate fire wood. As the
night cooled the Aguilars retired to their
tent leaving the old guard (Alan and
Allan) to keep the fire. We eventually gave
in to the chill (30 degrees) and everyone
headed for the “warmth” of their tents,
leaving only a few pink stains on the sands
of the wash.

The overcast had held in a little
warmth until it disappeared in the early
morning allowing temperatures to drop,

leaving ice on the water in the wash pan
and some water jugs left out the previous
night. We slowly worked through our
morning ablutions, not including a shave
by Allan due to a slight wind making water
on the face a chilling event.

Half way through our slow attempt at
packing up camp we were joined by Bob
and Betty Oliver in their long wheel-base
F150. 
A camp departure time of 0900 hours

was at the high end of my prediction but
well within the parameters of a DE trip.
After picking up our direction pie plates,
we proceeded to the Supply Mine near a
ridge, where Bob indicated the “bad”
road to Hwy 62 from this point (It was
definitely a lesser taken road). He predi-
cated this from a previous trip with Willie
Walker in which he dented his step rail
and lost a tire as well as an assertion that
Willie was not going to do anymore of
these trips with Bob. After a walk to the
main mine shaft with views of the many
tailing piles and mill fines, we departed
for further sights (sites).

A rocky undulating road took us over
to the Old Dale town site and up the
canyon to the fork to the Vail mining area
and the route to the Iron Age Mine. Since
it was only 1030 hours, I (Alan R.) made
the decision (since I was in the lead vehi-
cle—sort of like  possession is 9/10’s of
the law) to explore the road to the Vail
mining area. We climbed  up the road to
the OK mine with only the Aguilars in their
Toyota getting delayed for some rock
repositioning. Once at the ridge we had
an extreme display of mine shafts, adits,
trucks, trailers, generators, tanks, and
most of all the debris associated with an
old  mining area. Bob Oliver was in sev-
enth heaven as this was an area he wanted
to explore for an upcoming Museum trip.
Much topo map examination showed that
there was a road that continued through
the mountains to Pinto Basin in Joshua
Tree National Park. The fact that the map
also showed an area of abundant mine
occurrence made up our decision to pro-
ceed in that direction. A “well” traveled
road took us off the ridge down into a
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canyon where we stopped for lunch. After
lunch we proceeded to an intensely
mined area. Further along the road we
took a jog into an area where the Golden
Rose Mine and the Rose of Peru Mine
resided on opposite sides of the canyon.
A stop here allowed foot traffic explo-
ration of the many mining artifacts of the
area. Bob Oliver decided to walk up the
road to the Los Angeles Mine to check if a
future trip would be able to drive to the
mine. The other four vehicles in the
group decided to start back as the day
was growing to a close. We managed to
take a wrong fork under the leadership of
Allan S., and after crossing into Joshua
Tree National Park, arrived at a “No
Motorized Vehicular Traffic” sign. After
turning around and backtracking, we
established CB contact with Bob who
informed us that he was on a high-speed
dirt road. This was sort of the status quo
for the trip as lead vehicles seemed to
change from moment to moment. We
finally caught Bob after he waited for
about 25 minutes for us to find the right
roads. The high-speed mine road (Ca. 25
MPH) turned out to be the Brooklyn Mine
Road which was a mine above the ones
that we had just explored and hadn’t had
time to visit (future trips). This road took
us to the Gold Crown Road, where Bob
and Betty went south to hit a paved road
in Joshua Tree National Park to take them
home to Joshua Tree, while the rest of us
turned north over the Pinto Mountains to
return to the previous night’s camp site.
At camp some verbiage, of course, was
directed at how we could have left tents,
etc. set up as we came back to the same
spot. A huge salad was concocted in my
(Alan R.) dish pan by Allan S. (seems
everyone brought ingredients but nothing
to put it in), which, combined with the
other ingredients, i.e. good companions
and another Bill Ott production campfire
(not to be abandoned until all the
approximately cord of wood brought for
the trip was consumed), produced a DE
potluck gathering of which to be proud.

Bill, who had accessed the web site to
acquire the time for the passing of the
MIR space station, treated us to the brief
shining passage of this technological phe-
nomenon, which was allowed by the
cloudless heavens. This also contributed
to the coldest night spent on the trip as we
dipped into the 20’s with the subsequent
fallout of frozen everything in the morn-
ing, including my driver, Dave, who had
neglected to put up his rain fly with its
contributing insulation.

Morning saw Bill Ott leave for a previ-
ous commitment, leaving us with three
vehicles: the Silverado (McClanahan &
Romspert), the FJ40 (Schoenherr) and
the Toyota P/U (Aguilars). Since we had
not made it to the Iron Age Mine the pre-
ceding day, and were not in a position to
get there today, we opted for a partially
explored route to the west that would
take us around the south side of the
Humbug Mountains back to Hwy. 62
(hopefully). It did, with a point where we
could have taken roads to the Imperial
Mine or the Joel Mine (more future
trips). Back at Hwy. 62 (the end of the
trip) we left the Aguilars airing up and
Schoenherr intending to stop for gas in
29 Palms, so my driver, Dave, could make
it back to Bakersfield for the Super Bowl
(this portion of the trip will have to be
censored).

Although the trip went through many
previously impacted areas, we seemed to
have avoided bringing any of them back
with us in the guise of flat tires or broken
parts, making this another typical blasé,
uneventful DE trip.�

Flaming Ember
Hits “Home” : A
Report on the
Kofa Mountain

Trip
by Bob Jaussaud

SS
UDDENLY, CHARLES EXCLAIMED, “WHERE’S
that smoke coming from?”Mary
looked at him in horror and

screamed, “It’s your crotch!!! Your crotch
is on fire!!!”
Charles jumped out of his seat as Ken

Sears rushed to the rescue with a newly-
opened, ice-cold can of beer! As Ken
explained later, “One takes extreme mea-
sures when a friend’s privates are on
fire.”
Meanwhile, Mary stood crying, “Not

his crotch!!! Anything but his crotch!!!”
Later, when the fire was doused and

the smoke cleared, the damage could be
accessed. The errant flying flaming ember
resulted in one burnt hole in Charles’
chair and one burnt hole in his new pants
(you know where). Charles sure caught
Betty’s attention when he put his finger
through the burn hole in his pants.
“That’s just my finger, Betty, for crying out
loud!”
Looking at the corresponding burn

hole in his new Wal-Mart luxury recliner,
Charles asked no one in particular, “Do
you think I can exchange it for a new
one?” “Maybe,” we responded, “but what
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about your pants?” Someone offered,
“How about a nice decorative patch?”
Just then the fire exploded again,

shooting more flaming embers every-
where. We all quickly, but discretely,
checked for tell-tale smoke plumes.
“What’s causing the fire to do that?” we
wondered. Exploding termites? Exploding
rocks? Eco-Terrorists? The actual cause of
the flying embers still remains a mystery.
The previous evening’s campfire in the

Kofas had been no less stimulating,
though on a more intellectual level. Sonny
Hansen demonstrated that a thin plastic
cup, filled with water, could be placed in
the center of the hot blazing fire, but
would not burn until the water boiled (or
spilled) away. Jean demonstrated how a
cup could become a “klup” with the addi-
tion of the correct amount of Jack
Daniels. Finally, Sonny, taking the stage
back from Jean, offered to run a paper
straw clear through a raw potato with one
quick stab. Unfortunately, no one had a
straw or a potato. Darn! Where’s Mr.
Potato Head when you need him?

Where WAS Neal??? He had not joined
us around the campfire. When asked,
Marian volunteered something to the
effect that, “His ankle is bothering him,
and he is feeling sorry for himself in the
camper.”
Neal had fallen earlier in the day.

Ignored by most of us, he had floun-
dered on the ground like an upturned
turtle, hollering, “Marian!
Maaarrriiiiaaaan!!!” Eventually, we got
him back to his truck. Note: We all felt
sorry for Marian.
It turns out that Neal did actually break

a bone in his leg and is currently in a
cast. At the time though, he felt it was
only an sprain and was actually being a
very good sport. He tried to join us at the
second campfire, but couldn’t hobble
fast enough to avoid the flaming embers
or escape the smoke that followed him
everywhere. He retreated to his camper
once again. Poor Neal. For once, he truly
deserved some sympathy and didn’t get
it.
Neal’s accident did occasion some

interest around
the campfire,
though. Ken,
attempting to
put into Spanish
what Neal might
have said when
he fell, thought
up, “Me he
caido y no
puedo levan-
tarme.” (“I have
fallen and I can’t
get up.”) Allan
W i c k e r
responded with
a corrected ver-
sion, which led

to a general discussion of the study of the
Spanish language. Ken is progressing with
self-study, while Allan has been enrolled
in a class of mostly women studying the
“Femme Fatale” in Spanish. This, of
course, led to further questions and a
lively discussion, obviously not all on the
subject of Spanish. It was one of our bet-
ter campfires. It only ended when Ken,
head spinning, raised his hand and
asked, “Professor Wicker, may I drop this
class?”
Our group campfires on the desert are

always memorable. On this Desert
Explorer trip into the Kofas the days were
special as well. The weather was perfect,
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and we took advantage of it with several
hikes. We saw rock art and grinding
holes at Horse Tanks and Little White
Tank. We found remnants of the early
ranch and mining days at Castle Rock
Dam, Ketcherside Dam, and Adams Well
(and were even treated to a rare bighorn
sheep sighting). We thoroughly enjoyed
Palm Canyon and the Cibola Wildlife
Refuge on the way home and were lucky
enough to see Golden Eagles, Sandhill
Cranes, Canada Geese, and many other
birds. Thanks Don for showing us the
unique old bridges across the Colorado
River. 
Many thanks to everyone for the won-

derful dinners, especially Jean and Sonny
Hansen for the very special spaghetti and
plenty of it; Don Sweinhart and Betty
Wallin for the tasty roast beef sand-
wiches; Ding and Allan Wicker for a
salad Martha Stewart would have
approved of; Vicki Hill and Dave
McFarland for some great home made
soup; Ken Sears for his always welcome

seven layer dip and his timely comments
throughout the trip; Charles and Mary
Hughes for the delicious rum cake, the
pumpkin bars, and especially Sunday
night’s entertainment; Ana Romero and
Rob Anderson for the incomparable
brownies; Marian and Neal Johns for the
really good chicken casserole; and my
lovely wife, Sue, for her wonderful salads,
and especially for putting up with me. �

As the newsletter goes to print Neal’s
big cast has been replaced by a walking
cast. He still requires Marian to chauf-
feur him about. This may have nothing
to do with his cast as he is getting up in
years.
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FutureFuture
TripSTripS

All trips require a four
wheel drive vehicle and a
working CB unless otherwise
specified by the trip leader.
Non-complying vehicles will
not be allowed on trips.
Leaders may authorize a vari-
ance at their descretion.

Anza-Borrego
April 5 to 10

Leader: John Page
CB: 13

TT
HE “OFFICIAL” TRIP START IS IN THE
Visitor Center at the west end of
Palm Canyon Drive at 9:30 a.m.

Friday, April 5. Please be topped off, iced
up, and mapped up by the time we meet.
The Center opens at 9:00 a.m. The unof-
ficial start is at Culp Valley, a few miles
west of Borrego Springs on S-22, on
Thursday afternoon.

Please make a trip reservation with
John Page (805) 493-1128 or
jppage@adelphia.net (new e-mail
address, use jppage@gte.net if that does-
n’t work) so that we will know where to
expect to meet you. We will be on
Channel 13.

We will simply “noodle” around the
Park, camping out in primitive camp-
grounds (such as Culp Valley), or in the
boonies every night, until April 9th or
10th, depending on when people get
bored and want to go home. Participants
can leave earlier if they wish.. We should
have access to gasoline, water, ice, and a
telephone every day or two. We may
spend a couple of nights at the same
campsite so that the tenters won’t have to
make and break camp every day. I plan
mild hikes (barring scorching heat) to
see pictographs at Indian Hill, Carrizo
Creek, and Blair Valley. We plan to visit
Aqua Dulce part way through the trip for
showers. I plan to run the Diablo Dropoff
at least once but not run the Pinon
Mountain Dropoff (aka Heart Attack
Hill). I would like to explore the area

south of Ocotillo (near the border) one
day. On Saturday, we will visit the
famous PegLeg Smith Liars’ Contest for
a little while.

When you call or e-mail for trip
reservations, I will give you an emer-
gency phone number to use if you are
held up or if I don’t show up on time.

No potluck dinner is planned,
although contributions of snacks for
Happy Hour are always welcome.
Please bring firewood, we will have a
legal container for evening campfires.�

Day trip to tour
the Glamis-Rand
Mine (Old Yellow

Aster) in
Randsburg and
the surrounding

area
April 20

Leaders: Chuck Kalbach &
Jerry Bates 

CB: 13

TT
RIP IS LIMITED TO 16 PEOPLE PLUS THE
leaders & wives, due to the size of
the bus the mine uses for the tour

transportation: Total of twenty people
in all. We will meet at 8:15 a.m.
Saturday April 20 at the Shell Station in
Kramer Junction. The station is located
Approximately 100 Yards north of the
railroad tracks on the West side of US
395. We will leave promptly at 8:30, so
be gassed and fed by then. We will drive
to Red Mountain & turn off to the mine
parking lot, where we will be met by
Mr. Greg Brasel, mine superintendent.
He will lead the approximately 2 1/2 to
3 hour tour of the mine, of its operation
& history (as the Old Yellow Aster) and
the surrounding area. After lunch we
plan to go north a few miles to the
Summit Diggings area which also has
some railroad history as it is the junc-
tion of the route to Searles & Trona.
After which we will skirt around the

Next Meeting 
Sue and Bob Jaussaud’s 
6 p.m Tuesday, April 16

Our address: 2052 Valderas Drive
Glendale, CA 91280 Phone: (818) 542-6404
The townhouse is located near the inter-

section of the 210 and 2 freeways, which
form a “T” as the 2 dead ends into the 210:
Thomas Guide page 534, grid H4. Note that
Valderas is a cul-de-sac, tho it is not posted
as such, so you’ll have to go back home the
same way you came!

From the 2/Glendale Fwy. northbound:
Stay to the right (toward Pasadena) as you
approach the end of the 2. Exit at Verdugo
Blvd. Turn left (west) at the end of the off-
ramp. Turn left at the next signal which is
Valihi. Watch CROSS TRAFFIC and BIG DIP
as you turn onto Valihi. Valihi dead ends into
Broadview, where you turn right. Proceed to
first left which is Clifton, and turn left.
Immediately turn left again onto Valderas.
The house numbers are very difficult to see,
especially at night, so come up the hill on
Valderas to the third driveway on the right.
It’s OK to park in the driveway or on the
street, but be sure to turn your wheels to the
curb on the street. 

From the 210 Fwy. westbound or from
Angeles Crest Hwy: Exit at Angeles Crest Hwy.
and turn left at the end of the off ramp onto
Angeles Crest. Angeles Crest dead ends into
Foothill Blvd. where you turn right. Turn left
onto Verdugo Blvd. After passing a big hos-
pital on the left, you will go under the
2/Glendale Fwy. Turn left at the first light past
the 2 Fwy. which is Valihi. (Watch cross traf-
fic and big dip as above!) Valihi dead ends
into Broadview, where you turn right. First
left is Clifton; turn left there, then immediatly
left again on Valderas. Third driveway up the
hill is us. Turn wheels to the curb if you park
on the street.

From the 210 Fwy. eastbound: Exit at
Ocean View and turn right at the end of the
off ramp. Left on Montrose Ave., which will
curve south and become Verdugo ROAD
(NOT Verdugo Blvd., which runs east/west.
How’s that for confusing?) Stay headed south
on Verdugo ROAD past the intersection of
Verdugo Blvd./Honolulu Ave., and turn left at
the next light which is Broadview. Turn right
on Clifton, then immediatly left on Valderas.
Third driveway up on the right side is us.
Turn your wheels to the curb if you park on
the street.
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east side of Red Mountain. where
there are other sites to visit, including
a petroglyph site just inside a wilder-
ness boundary, returning to Highway
395 at Atolia. For reservations call
(760) 868-6059 or e-mail
kalbach@snowline.net�

Indian Country
Guided Tours

MAY 4-12
Leader: Marian Johns

CB: 13

II
HAVE LONG WANTED TO VISIT SOME
places in the Four Corners area
that can only seen with an official

guide. So, next spring I’m going to do it!
The tentative itinerary is:

Chevelon Canyon, according to
Arizona Highways, is the best rock art
site in Arizona. It is located on the private
Rock Art Ranch south of Winslow. A
$20/person fee covers their historical
ranch museum, an Indian artifact
museum, lunch and the petroglyphs.

Homolovi Ruins State Park is also near
Winslow - might as well see what’s there
since we’ll be so close.
Canyon de Chelly and Canyon del

Muerto is an all-day trip in our own vehi-
cles with a guide - five vehicles/guide; we
may need more than one guide. I figure it
will cost about $60/vehicle.
Three Turkeys Ruins is in the next

major drainage south of Canyon de
Chelly. Neal and I went without a guide or
permit, but were told we should have had
one.

Monument Valley Tribal Park has a
self-guided, 17 mile loop, but to see

Mystery Valley and other parts of the
park, we’ll have to hire a guide. Prices
don’t seem to be firm, but an all-day trip
might be as much as $80/person – a lit-
tle steep I think compared to other
places, but I’ll probably only do this
once, so what the heck! They won’t allow
us to drive our own vehicles – we must
ride in theirs, but I was told we can take
our pooches (no extra charge).
Ute Mountain Tribal Park has ruins

that, some say, are better than nearby
Mesa Verde. A full-day trip that includes a
three mile (round trip) hike is $18-
$30/person depending on the number of
people. No dogs are allowed, so they will
have to be kenneled in nearby Cortez.
We will be camping wherever nightfall

catches us, but we will also hit a motel,
hopefully, about mid-week.

Call Marian at (909) 887-1549 or
e-mail neal@pe.net for reserva-
tions. Some of the places require
reservations by April first.�

Peru
September 2002

Leader: Marian Johns
(with Reda Anderson)
Only room for 2 more!

OO
UR MONGOLIA TRIP BACK IN
2000 turned out well, but
the Taklimakan Desert-

China venture became another vic-
tim of September 11. When things
heated up between the Israelis and
Palestinians I had to forget plans
to visit Petra. And the Patagonia
trip didn’t get far off the drawing
board because the cost was way
too high. 
So now…..keep your fingers
crossed….Reda and I are think-
ing about Peru! We’re looking at
September - perhaps into early
October. I think we’ll need three
weeks to see most of what I have
in mind. 
We plan to fly to Lima, rent 4x4

vehicles and do our own self-
guided tour with emphasis on
Peru’s magnificent Andean scenery,
its incredible archaeological sites
(including, of course, Macchu

Picchu) and museums, many of which I
missed on an earlier trip. The extraordi-
nary tombs of Sipán hadn’t even been dis-
covered yet. We will hire local guides
once we reach specific sites. Flying to
major cities and then using local trans-
portation to reach nearby attractions is
also a possibility, but we would see more
of the country with less hassle (especially
hauling luggage here and there to air-
planes and taxis) if we had the freedom
to travel where and when we want in our
own vehicles.

I have contacted all the major car
rental companies – National Car Rental
seems to have the best deal with weekly
rates and an unlimited mileage option.
They have double-cab Tacoma Toyota
4x4 pickups that are called HiLux in
Peru. Neal and I went down to the local

Guess Who?
Answer hidden in this newsletter

Sorry Trip Full!

Desert Explorers
Trip Schedule

April 5-10 Anza Borrego Page

April 20 Glamis-Rand Mine Kalbach

May 4 - 12, 2002 Indian Country FULL M. Johns

July Funnel Lake Robb Anderson

September Peru M. Johns/Anderson
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Toyota dealer to check them out. They are
five passenger trucks, however three peo-
ple would be best because that will leave
room for luggage which will need to be
locked inside. 

We would like a minimum of six
Desert Explorer adventurers to travel in
two trucks. It’s preferable that one or two
participants be mechanical-trouble
shooter types for unplanned situations.
We need people who are good-humored,
flexible and who can cope with the unex-
pected. 

What’s the bottom line? If we stick to
moderately priced hotels and restaurants,
the cost should run about $2500-$2700.
The estimated cost will include airfare,
truck rentals, gasoline, food, lodging,
train and bus at Macchu Picchu, scenic
flight over the Nazca lines, museum and
site entrance fees and local guides.

If you’re like me, perhaps you’ve
noticed we’re not getting any younger.
There’s a lot of the world I still want to
see, and I’d better start doing it while I

still can! Time’s a wastin’, so let’s do it.
Come join us for a memorable adventure! 

For more details and information call
or e-mail Marian (neal@pe.net 909 887-
1549) or Reda (redaflygal@aol.com).

It looks like the Peru trip is really
going to happen. We have enough par-
ticipants for two vehicles, plus another
14-15 people who are interested, yet
undecided. If you are also interested,
but undecided, we can still e-mail you
information and updates - just let us
know. �

Letter to the Editor,

Matt Thoma, our new Swiss subscriber
wrote saying that he is “thinking about
buying and stationing a 4x4 truck in
California. Is there anybody of the
Desert Explorers familiar with cars?
Have you any idea how much storing a
car during the whole year would cost? “
If any one has information to share

with Matt e-mail him at
<matthoma@dplanet.ch>

�

TIPS
by Bob Martin

Harry Lewellyn, in his March-April
newsletter, has another great research
article on a “getchaback battery”. I’m
sure you have seen the various ads for
jumper pack batteries. I am always leery
of things that promise to do amazing

Where am I?Where am I?
The first three to correctly identify Bob was just east of HWY 395, about 10 miles north of Boron and 10 miles south of Red

Mountain in March were: 1. Bob Day 2. Bil Corry 3. Paul Renner Runner up - Bill Dunlap and honorable mention definitely goes
to Matt from Switzerland who got the right answer to the first map after the contest closed because his February issue got to him
three weeks after everyone elses!!!
Bob Peltzman is lost again. "Where Am I?" He says he went left when the rest went right and is completely lost. He sent us this

map of where he is. Send your guess as to where this is to Bob at: bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word "Lost" in the subject), and
he will send me the names of the first three people to correctly guess the location along with a different lost map to publish in
another newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is in such as “The southern part of Death Valley near the
Devils Golf Course.”

Remember, Life is not
measured by the num-

ber of breaths we
take, but by the

moments that take
our breath away. 
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things, such as start a vehicle, when they
are in a fancy plastic designer case and no
where near the size of a normal automo-
bile battery. As a result, I have never tried
one. Just before leaving for a Baja trip
Harry discovered his engine battery had
failed. He had a jumper pack battery and
so he used it as his only battery for the
Baja trip. I suspect that he had some sort
of backup as he could see an article in the
making for his newsletter. Perhaps not,
because he is cut from a more daring
breed.

Since the need occurred at his home
he did more than just use the jumper bat-
tery to start his vehicle. He elected to
replace the engine battery with the
jumper battery. To do this he removed the
jumper battery case to get at the battery
and eliminate the size and extras on the
case. He says most of these batteries are
jell cells so they are not position critical.
The one he used fit in the normal battery
box space by laying it on its side.

In addition to the 10 day Baja trip, he
used it on a trip out of Lone Pine where

the temperature was 25°. He concludes
that the little guy will stand up under the
engine compartment heat, the jouncing
and bouncing encountered in traveling
dirt roads and will continue to start a
vehicle at 25°.

One of his concerns was whether the
alternator would correctly address the
small battery. It did, and, after the initial
heavy charge after starting, tapered off to
less than an amp as you would expect
were it a normal engine battery. Also the
voltage never exceeded the maximum of
14.8 volts on charge.

I like the idea of dumping the case as
there is never enough room for all the
emergency stuff I normally take on a dirt-
road trip, and while the case might prove
hard to fit in, the small battery by itself
might not -  something to investigate. The
ham radio bunch out here in Phelan has
bought a bunch of these small batteries,
sans cases, but with chargers, for emer-
gency radio operations. I had passed on
them, but now I must reconsider as I see
more than one application for them.�

Southern Nevada Rock Art Enthusiasts
% Fred Clewell

9980 West La Mancha Ave.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89149
e-mail snrat@hotmail.com

Just as the name says, their thing is Rock Art,
both Pictographs and Petroglyphs

�

Mojave River Valley Museum 
http://mvm.4t.com

Dedicated to the preservation and promotion
of the scientific, historical and cultural heritage
of the Mojave Desert.

�

Discover Baja Travel Club
(800) 727-BAJA and on the web at

www.discoverbaja.com
Great newsletter, spectacular insurance prices,

weather and road reports, etc.
�

Ecological 4Wheeling Adventures
P.O. Box 12137, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(949) 645-7733  .  FAX (949) 645-7738
www.eco4wd.com  .  info@eco4wd.com

Harry Lewellyn leads desert trips and teaches
off-highway driving through several Orange
County colleges. He also stocks good maps and
books, and a killer tire repair system that is
worth its weight in gold.

�

Friends of the Eastern California Museum
Independence, CA

Check them out! Open weekends. Old farm
machinery, bookstore, reference library, great
old photos and Owens Valley memorabilia. Nice
folks, too. Bill Ott

�

Colorado River Historical Society and Museum
220l Highway 68, Bullhead City, AZ

Located in historic 1940's Catholic Church
(520) 754-3399 e-mail: mhach@juno.com
Exhibits: steamboats, early ranching, mining,

Mojave Indians, Hardyville. Gifts, Open daily,
l0:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. AZ time   Closed
Mondays

�

Friends of the Mojave Road
Box 7, Essex, CA 92332 • (760) 733-4482

http://www.mdhca.org/
Historian Dennis Casebier writes desert

guidebooks, leads trips, builds museums(!) and
has other odd habits. Newsletter subscription is
$20.

�

Map & Compass
compass2@webtv.net, (714) 647-2352
Navigation Classes by David Mott

�

Some good folks to know...

Visit Desert
Explorers on the

Web!
See more pictures and in

color!
http://desertexplorers.org

New Rosetta
Stone Found
Date line 01/03/91
Professor Sir Eldrich Hampton-

Hays in his studies of ancient written
languages has discovered a “rosetta
stone” for early North American text.
In studying early Norse runic writing
he came across a correlation with an
Algonquin inscription. Within the
inscriptions were references to other
Algonquin writings that had been
overlooked by earlier scholars. Upon
examining these texts he discovered
an Algonquin translation of some pet-
roglyphs found in Inscription Canyon.
Sir Hampton-Hays says that it required
all of his years of experience with early
iconography to adequately establish
the precise letters in the translation.
However, when finished he concluded
that the petroglyphs were conveying a
message of congratulations. To be spe-
cific they read “Happy birthday Don
Putnam and wishing you many more”

Article copied out of
the Norwich Guardian

April fool

Thoughts for getting
through the day

Nostalgia isn’t what it
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General Trip Information
1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment

(Museum membership required):
a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja,
camping out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced desert rats.
The Desert Explorers Newsletter is available for $18 a year.
b. The Mojave Desert Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with
motorhomes and trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without
4WD vehicles, returning to camp each night. The trips are led by Bill Mann (760) 256-6141) and Gene
Stoops, (760) 253-2419 who have spent decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their
Newsletter is available for $7/year from Editor Jerry Etchison, 1215 E. Airport Dr., Ontario, CA, 91761. A
$5 donation per weekend per participant is requested to help defray costs.

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are
included in every newsletter on the back of the last page.

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip
or until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The
leader may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in
the trip is terminated.

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly
dogs are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually
not from the Museum.

5. To receive the Desert Explorers Newsletter, send $18 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box
291759, Phelan, CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Desert Explorers.

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip.
Channel 13 is the Desert Explorer channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so
that other members can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road.

Third Weekend Trips: There is one major trip each month on the third weekend of the month. This will be
the trip on which you can look around and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other
wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There is usually another trip during the month for people who
have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of all this is to generate more coherence as a
group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from the Mojave Desert Explorers. Don’t
forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month.

Trip Coordinator: John Page. Send your trip proposals to John. John will resolve any time conflicts and
maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips upon
request (see below).

Private Trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of private trips in order to fill the pages, encourage you to

get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain you. Some trips, because of time or
limited number of people, are not suitable for Official Museum Trip status. Our Trip Coordinator is the
point of contact for people having or wanting to go on a private trip.

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the
Leader.

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip
meeting place, and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope.

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual
subscription fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are
incurred as a result of Desert Explorer activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office
supplies and postage but do not include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other
extraordinary expenses must be authorized by the Executive Committee.

Hot Tips for Leaders:
1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The

write-ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have
enough information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.)

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave
Desert Explorers for their outings.

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork
for everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc.

4. Support your other leader’s trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you.
5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip.
6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert

Explorers channel 13) in your trip write-up. 
Dog Policy:
Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes
blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders
will not have to make ad hoc policy.

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader!
2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes.
3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite.
4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Info

Larry Acosta lacosta@brady.com
Miguel Aguilar migphy@aol.com
Warren Alksnis walksnis@hotmail.com
Reda Anderson Redaflygal@aol.com
Vic Antonovich toyotavic@webtv.net
Bryan Babineau bryan_babineau@yahoo.com
Dennis Beeson sstprotow@aol.com
Steven Bein drbein@aol.com
Ted Berger berger@sonic.net
Susan Berry susan1151@earthlink.net
Sid Blumner elmojave@aol.com
Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net
June Box foxieboxie@msn.com
Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net
Jim Byrne jimbyrne@prodigy.net
Christopher Caccese ccaccese@hotmail.com
Roger Cannon uncleal@PE.Net
Deborah  Cherry ww4x4@aol.com
Tom Church tomchurch@webtv.net
Herb Clark barb nherb@aol.com
Bill Corry bil@bilcorry.com
Lorene Crawford renes@jps.net
Joseph A. Daly joeadaly@aol.com
Robert J. Day kd22@home.com
Robert DeWolf bobs5@lafn.org
Milt Dietsch miltdietsch@msn.com
Robert Dodds forthebirds_99@yahoo.com
Bill Dunlap jdunlap@conejo.k12.ca.us
Ed Edwards 415ed@citlink.net
Frances Elgin mojavefran@aol.com
Paul Ferry ferry@whidbey.com
Robert Floth robert7301@yahoo.com
Michael Flynn meflynn@home.com
Leonard Friedman laf@elite.com
Ann Fulton jfult@aol.com
David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
Pauline A. Goss pgss@qnet.com
Virginia Hammerness virgham@aol.com
Sunny Hansen sjhsn@yahoo.com
Jerry K. Harada jjrkh@aol.com
Terry Hardwicke hardwicke@earthlink.net

Jill S. Heaton, Ph.D. jill-heaton@institute-redlands.edu
Vicki Hill vlanehill@hotmail.com
Dean W. Hilleman deanh2000@msn.com
John Hoopes jnhoopes@juno.com.
Charles Hughes mhach@juno.com
Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Jimmy James fishunter@sisp.net
Bob Jaussaud joeso@earthlink.net
Neal Johns neal@pe.net
Steven Jones stevejones@thegriol.net
Chuck Kalbach kalbach@snowline.net
Jim Kay jimkay@lasercom.net
Jerry  Kerns jerrytkerns@dock.net
Robert Laren tworsharron@att.net
Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net
Ron Lewis lrgmrg@aol.com
Ron Lipari rlipari@conejo.k12.ca.us
Carl Lunde carl.t.lunde@aero.org
Ed Manes edmanes @juno.com
John Marnell marnell@citlink.net
Bob Martin bobmartin@snowline.net
David McClanahan dmcclanahan@bak.rr.com
Joe McCormick pheidema@lausd.k12.ca.us
Dave McFarland noprophet@netzero.net
Joan McGovern-White joan@greencafe.com
Homer Meek hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com
Chuck Mitchell cmitchell@mbcnet.net
Gary Mortimer gmortimer@conejo.K12.ca.us
David Mott compass2@webtv.net
Deborah Nakamoto Skaihorse@earthlink.net
Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net
Ann Marie Nelson annmarie@jetlink.net
Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net
Doug Nunn nwn@qnet.com
Terry Ogden ogden@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
Bob Oliver mextex@aol.com
Bill Ott billottxbillott@cs.com
John Page jppage@adelphia.net
Pete Panattoni petebon@msn.com
Steve Panattoni dapanfam@earthlink.net

Mel Patterson pattermr@earthlink.net
Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com
Steve Pencall spencall@gnww.net
John  Perko jperko003@earthlink.net
Leroy C. Pilkenton leroy  pilkenton@ccsn.nevada.edu
David Pope dezrtdave@yahoo.com
Richard Pope windwizard@attglobal.net
Jim Proffitt jproffi@deltanet.com
Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com
Paul Renner ecvwarhorse@hotmail.com
Bob Rodemeyer bob.rodemeyer@omnitrans.org
Ana M. Romero arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert aromspert@fullerton.edu
Ron Ross ronald.gross-jr @jpl.nasa.gov
Mary Samida msamida@surfside.net
Dario Sanchez dsanmtnrat@aol.com
Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Ken Sears dsearer@earthlink.net
Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu
Bill Skelton baskel10@aol.com
Jerome Smith jerrytim@a0l.com
Chris  R. Stahl chrisrstahl@hotmail.com
Ed Steiner joansteiner@home.com
George Stoll agstoll@csupomona.edu
Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net
Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com
Bob Thille bcthille@cyberhotline.com
Matt Thoma matthoma@dplanet.ch
Brad Thompson ka6ued@aol.com
Loren Upton patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
Leslie Walker papadave@mscomm.com
Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com
Matt Westlake ifollowtheson@hotmail.co,
Marley White mwhite02@san.rr.com
Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net
G. Wayne Wickstrom waynewick@hotmail.com
Bob Wieting bob.wieting@solar.siemens.com
Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com
Paul Winters darev@eee.org
Myrna Wosk mstarrw@aol.com
Bob Younger robert_younger@pocketmail.com

Current Desert Explorers with e-mailCurrent Desert Explorers with e-mail
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D e s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ews l e t t e r  s u b s c r i p t i on  f ormDe s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ew s l e t t e r  s ub s c r i p t ion  f orm
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum

send check for $18.00 made out to: DESERT EXPLORERS, to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan, CA  92329
Name Spouse

Address Children

City State Zip

Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Ham Call Sign

You MUST be a Mojave River Valley Museum member to go on field trips...  See below:

Name Spouse
Address Children
City State Zip
Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Museum Membership Application - Send a separate envelope to and a check made out to:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc.

PO Box 1282, Barstow, CA  92312-1282 • Phone: (760) 256-5452
Family - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$20.00
entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per

cent discount on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities.
Individual - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00

Reda Anderson Dusty P.O. Box 158 El Segundo California 90245-0158 310-322-5098 Redaflygal@aol.com
Robb Anderson RawbananaRob 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 av8soulfly@aol.com
Steven Bein Fotomeister 8105 Raintree Circle Culver City California 90230 310-838-2346 drbein@aol.com
Robert Bolin Stamp Licker 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Shirley Bolin Stapler & Folder 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robtnshirl@earthlink.net
Lorene Crawford The Smile 128 Anita Court Redlands California 92373 909-793-1004 renes@jps.net
Paul Ferry El Cocinero P.O. Box 1428 Point Roberts Washington 98281 360-945-2004 ferry@whidbey.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parrmelee Ct. Hemet California 92544 909-927-6476 vlanehill@hotmail.com
Robert J. Jacoby Brewmeister 2245 Wellesley Ave. Los Angeles California 90064 310-826-8982 jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 909-318-1444 joeso@earthlink.net
Sue Jaussaud Toby Feeder & Co-Chairman 2052 Valderas Drive Glendale California 91280 818- 542-6404 joeso@earthlink.net
Marian Johns Woman of Considerable Will Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Chuck Kalbach Zanjameister 9930 Johnson Road Phelan California 92371 760-868-6059 kalbach@snowline.net
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323 solariscomm@earthlink.net
Bob Martin Newsletter Editor P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Marilyn Martin Subscriptions & Newsletter Prooferer P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Homer Meek Heroic Hiker 25905 Matfield Dr. Torrance California 90505-7323 310-326-3168 hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86401 520-757-8953 dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 4900 E. Glenview Ave. Anaheim California 92807-1141 714-779-2099 bgneill@earthlink.net
John Page Ajg, Webdude 3675 Gingerwood Ct. Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 jppage@adelphia.net
John  Perko Red Runner (aka Baja Blaster) 1017 Grandview Ave. Ojai California 93023 805 640-9132 jperko003@earthlink.net
Ana M. Romero RawbananaAna 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert Flower Child 605 No. Pomona Ave. Fullerton California 92832 714-870-0946 aromspert@fullerton.edu
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675 aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Diane Sears Webchick Emeritus P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Ken Sears Money Man P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 aqstoll@concentric.net
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 agstoll@csupomona.edu
Betty Wallin Secretary & Blender Queen 68200 Calle Bonita Desert Hot Springs California 92240 760-329-2403 wingit@ix.netcom.com
Allan Wicker Photo Phreak 1430 Sitka Ct. Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 allan.wicker@verizon.net

•Our Fearful Leaders•
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Deadline 
for stuff f

or the 

May news
letter is A

pril 15 pl
ease!!!

send som
ething...

¡ FLASH !

Check your subscription date to

see if you need to renew!!!

Address correction requested

The only 4X4 meeting proposed EPA SUV gas mileage requirement!


