i DESERT

Y EXPLORERS

4WD Section of the Mojave River Valley Museum

LEADERS’ CHECKLIST

PLANNING A TRIP
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Choose a location

Choose a date or dates. Try to avoid overlapping any events that may be going on at the Mojave River Valley
Museum, or other Desert Explorer trips/events (except for Rendezvous trips).

Choose the length of your trip.

Choose a type of trip. Will this be a day trip only, or an overnight trip? Suitable for RV’s? Will this be a base
camp (camp in one place and return to same camp)? Will this be a boondocking camp (stopping on the trail
and primitive)? Or some other combination? Is the location RV accessible?

Register your trip with the Trip Coordinator and receive approval for your intended schedule. The Trip
Coordinator will advise you if there is a known conflict or trip duplication.

Pre Running: to pre-run, or not to pre-run? This is the leader’s decision. Try to keep in mind that your vehicle
may be equipped or more capable than the average SUV and driver skill levels may vary. It would be a good
idea to advise your group ahead of time whether or not your trip has been scouted (if not, “lower their
expectations” because of the unknowns that may be encountered).

TRIP DESCRIPTION

Provide a trip description to the Newsletter Editor, the Trip Coordinator, and the Website Editor. Your trip will be
announced to the members so participants can be solicited and sign up. The description should include:
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Start and end dates.
Trip destination and planned activities.
CB Channel (usually 13 for DE). Remember that really older CBs only have channels 1-20.

Driver’s skill level required, if other than “average” may be needed. Remember that the driver’s skill required
will vary depending on the vehicle they drive.

Warnings (better here than on the trail, when it’s too late!) Please give advance notice of: scary cliffsides, high
altitudes, steep or off-camber roads, salt water, heavy brush (pinstriping), boulder-hopping, etc. Consider
using the “Mitchell scale” of trail conditions to be expected, as outlined in the guidebooks authored by Roger
Mitchell.

Potluck dinner (s)?

Dogs OK? Be aware that some destinations may have restrictions.

Firewood?

Special fees, permits, or licenses.

Reservation required in advance with trip leader?

Limitation on number of vehicles allowed?

High Clearance and/or four wheel drive required? Locking differential? Maximum wheelbase?

Provide an estimate of travel miles, if possible ( Some vehicles get better mileage than others, so drivers may
have to plan to bring gas cans). Better if a breakdown by “highway” vs. “off road” miles if you can.

Meeting time and location (if reservation is not needed). This is usually not published if an RSVP is required.

Foul weather contingency plans, if needed.
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CONTACT YOUR PARTICIPANTS

Contact your participants in advance. Exchange more information between the leader (yourself) and the trip participants:
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For trips requiring a reservation with the leader, you will need to confirm with each participant if they are
officially signed up for the trip. Develop a “waiting list” if the trip is full.

Obtain contact information from those who have signed up for your convenience.

Spare gasoline, and identify nearest gas available.

Tow straps and other extraction aids (remind to bring).

Special clothing, insect repellant, sunscreen, etc

Recreational equipment as appropriate: fishing gear & license, hiking boots, swim suit, rockhounding tools, etc.
Handouts/Trip Guide or outline. Maps and other reference suggestions.

Reference Material (historical, archeological, geological, botanical, etc)

Verify if all participants are DE Members. Identify anyone who is a “guest” (see Guest policy).

INSPECT YOUR VEHICLE

Inspect your vehicle and make sure you are ready to go off the highway. Review the OFF-HIGHWAY DRIVING VEHICLE
INSPECTION TIPS. Review and consider the Desert Explorer OFF HIGHWAY DRIVING “TAKE” LIST.

LEAD THE TRIP
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Sign in the participants using the approved WAIVER form. We also have an approved SIGN IN SHEET you may
choose to use.

Visually scan and/or inspect the participant vehicles. Leader discretion will apply to various situations that may
be identified.

Identify a person to write the trip report (in most cases it should be the leader).
Identify a person to submit photos to the newsletter editor.

Have a driver’s meeting with all participants to discuss what to expect. Declare the CB channel that you are
using. Declare when you plan on stopping for lunch. Declare that you will be making comfort stops and that if
anyone needs a break sooner, please say so.

Remind all vehicles to keep the vehicle behind them in sight at all times, and if they lose track of the vehicle
behind them, advise the leader so we can regroup. Request that the drivers turn on their headlights.
Distribute the leader’s cell phone number to the drivers as a back up measure.

Have each vehicle do a CB check to make sure all participants are transmitting and receiving ok. If not, make
sure the vehicle without CB communication is placed in between two vehicles that are functional.

Choose a tail end driver (“sweep”) and have Tail End echo your CB transmissions that relate to safety or
directions.

Don’t forget occasional breaks (potty spots) and be mindful to stop in areas with some kind of structure or
cover for privacy. If no cover is available, use tactics like “Women to the right, Men to the left of the vehicles.”
Don’t forget to take advantage of opportunities when they arise.

Try to stop and make camp long before dark.

TRIP REPORT
After the trip, provide a Trip Report and Photos to the Newspaper Editor and Website Administrator.

REMEMBER, YOU ARE THE LEADER!
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As the leader, you call the shots and have full discretion in making decisions for the group.
Stay cool.
Have fun.

Let everyone else have fun.
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OFF-HIGHWAY DRIVING
VEHICLE INSPECTION TIPS

This form is a recommended inspection procedure that should be supplemented with your unique personal and vehicle

experience and requirements.
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ITEM

Drinking water
Seat Belts

CB Radio

Roll Bar
Four-wheel drive
Hub locks

Wheel locks
Trash bags

Spare Tire

Spare Ignition & door key

Windshield Wipers
Windshield washer
Fuel

Tires

Valve stems

Tire clearance
Wheels

Bumper overhang
Tow hooks

Rear view mirrors
Antenna(s)

Yank Strap

Fire Extinguisher
First Aid Kit
Engine belts
Auxiliary lights
Suspension

Bolts

Lube Job

Engine Oil

Battery

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?

Do you have at least 2-% gallons per person per day away from a watersource?
Are they installed and usable?

Is it operating properly?

Do you have a metal top or roll bar?

Does it work in the low range? Have you tested it lately?

Are they working properly?

Do you have a “key”? Better yet, remove the locks before the trip!

Do you have a trash container in the vehicle?

Is it securely mounted, inflated, and do you have the tools to change it?
Do you have spare keys where you can get to them if locked out?

Are the rubber blades good?

Does it work, and is the fluid tank full?

Do you have a full tank and the required spare gasoline?

Do they have greater than 1/8 inch of tread? Much greater for off-road!
Do you have an extra valve stem cover?

Do your tires rub anywhere?

Do you have all lug nuts, and are they all tight? Have a spare lug nut?
Can you remove a low front or rear bumper, or trailer hitch?

Do you have tow points front and back?

Are they properly adjusted? Are they clean?

Hooked up and properly installed?

Do you have something to be towed with?

Do you have one where you can get it fast? One with a gauge is best.
Do you have one? Are the contents in good shape? Replenished?

Are they good? Do you have a full set of spare belts that you know will fit?
Do they work OK?

It it tight and properly adjusted for the trip?

Crawl around and look for loose bolts.

Mileage at last lube job? Time for a new one?

Is it at full? Do you have spare oil?

How old is your battery? Do you have jumper cables?

Also inspect the muffler, catalytic converter, tail pipe, bumpers, suspension, transfer case, transmission, axles, gas tank,
gasoline and brake lines, skid plates and undercarriage for breaks, cracks, wear, leaks, etc. Inspect motor, motor mounts,
radiator hoses, belts, wiring, etc under the hood too.

PREPARATION IS THE KEY TO SUCCESSFUL TRIPS

FOR SAFETY, ALWAYS TRAVEL WITH OTHERS

DESERT EXPLORERS OFF-HIGHWAY DRIVING VEHICLE INSPECTION CHECKLIST (Rev. 9/16) | PAGE 1



OFF-HIGHWAY DRIVING “TAKE” LIST

These are only suggestions and must be supplemented by your personal
requirements and experience. Take these items even if you don’t know
how to use them; chances are, someone else may be able to help you.

GENERAL PURPOSE TOOLS
[1 Various screwdrivers: slot, Phillips, Torx. Short, long, angle.
[1 Open-end, box, and Crescent wrenches
[1 Pliers, common and needle nose
[1 Wire cutters
[1 Vise grip pliers
[1 Hammer, regular and big
[1 % inch and 3/8 inch ratchet, extensions, U-joint, metric &/or SAE
[1 % inch, 3/8 inch, and Y2 inch sockets & sparkplug socket
[1 18 inch by % inch square drive lever bar
[1 Allen wrenches
[ Hacksaw
[1 Files
[1 Chisel
[1 Pliers, snap-ring

SPECIALTY ITEMS
[J Yank strap
[1 Shovel
L1 Jumper cables
L1 Air pump and good guage
L1 Tire plug kit & patches (Safety Seal or equivalent)
[1 Fire Extinguisher (readily accessible)
[1 Flash light with spare batteries and bulb
[1 Volt-ohmmeter or continuity tester
[1 Come-along
[1 Gloves
[1 Special lug-nut “key-wrench”
[1 Hydraulic bottle jack, Hi-lift jack




1 Part retrieval magnet and mirror

L1 Tire irons

L1 First Aid Kit

[1 Hand Cleaner and rags or shop towels

SPARES
[1 Spare ignition and door keys (that you can get to)
[1 Tire plugs, patches, and boots
[1 Valve cores, stems, and pullers
[1 All engine (fan, Alc, etc) belts
[1 Fuel Filter
L1 Air Cleaner
[1 Radiator stop-leak
[] Tape: duct and electrical
[1 Plastic tie wraps / zipties
[1 Five minute epoxy
1 Aluminum foil
[1 Silicon gasket-maker
[1 Miscellaneous nuts, bolts, wire
[1 Fuses
[1 Wire, 14 gauge, 1 car length plus 10 feet
L1 Crimp wire splices
[1 Spark plug wire and connectors
1 Ignition parts and spark plugs
[1 Hoses: radiator, fuel, and vacuum
[1 Hose splices
L1 Muffler clamps
[1 Toilet paper
[1 Trash bags

FLUIDS
[1 Water for you and the vehicle
[1 Gasoline, one to ten gallons
[1 Motor oil
[1 Antifreeze



[ Brake fluid

1 Transmission oil

[ Differential oil

[1 Power steering fluid

NAVIGATIONAL TOOLS
[1 Maps: USGS Topographic, State Agencies, Auto Club, DeL.orme
Atlas
[1 Books of the area
[1 Global Positioning System (GPS)
[1 Compass
L1 Altimeter
[1 Vehicle odometer
[1 Triangulation equipment
[1 Binoculars
[J1 CB Radio
[1 Discussions with others (English/Spanish dictionary)




MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM (MRVM) ASSOCIATION - DESERT EXPLORERS (DE) LIABILITY RELEASE FORM
RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS

Date(s) of Trip: Trip Leader:

In consideration for being permitted by the Desert Explorers (DE) a subdivision of the Mojave River Valley Museum
Association (MRVMA) to participate in DE events and activities, I hereby waive, release, and discharge any and all claims
for damages for personal injury, death, or property damage which I may have, or which may hereafter accrue to me, as a
result of participation in said event/activity. This release is intended to discharge in advance the MRVMA and the DE
(including their officers, employees, volunteers, and agents) from any and all liability arising out of or connected in any
way with my participation in said activity, even though that liability may arise out of active or passive negligence or
carelessness on the part of the persons or organizations mentioned above.

It is further agreed that this waiver, release and assumption of risk is to be binding on my heirs, administrators, executors,
and assigns and that I shall indemnify and hold the MRVMA and the DE (including their officers, employees, volunteers,
and agents) free and harmless from any loss, liability, damage, cost, or expense which may arise out of or connected in any
way with my participation in said activity.

Additionally, I fully understand that my participation in the above-referenced activity exposes me to the risk of personal
injury, death, communicable diseases, illnesses, viruses, and/or property damage. I hereby acknowledge that I am voluntarily
participating in this activity and agree to assume any such risks.

Furthermore, I agree that trip leader will make the final determination as to whether the undersigned’s conduct, health
condition and/or vehicle are acceptable for any off-road trip and that the undersigned is bound by such decision. The
undersigned warrants and represents to MRVMA/DE that the undersigned has current automobile insurance coverage as
required by California law and either has health and accident insurance or is financially able to self-insure for all medical
costs. The undersigned furthermore agrees to be solely responsible for any participant(s) that accompanies the undersigned
to any MRVMA/DE event and/or trip and shall be responsible for them and their actions whether the participant(s) is a
minor or adult.

PHOTOGRAPHIC RELEASE: I understand that photographs may be taken during this activity/event and hereby grant the
MRVMA and the DE permission to use any such photo(s) for advertising or in promotional materials.

I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS AGREEMENT, WAIVER, AND RELEASE AND FULLY UNDERSTAND
ITS CONTENTS. I AM AWARE THAT THIS IS A RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND A CONTRACT BETWEEN
MYSELF AND THE AFOREMENTIONED ORGANIZATIONS AND I SIGN IT OF MY FREE WILL.

Print Name Signature Vehicle License Emergency Contact MRVM

Phone Number Member
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