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Since my retirement a few years ago I 
have found myself getting involved in a 
variety of new adventures. It is such an 
adventure that I find myself on a 
Saturday in February in the middle of 
the Mojave Preserve in the Providence 
Mountains State Recreation Area 
(PMSRA) shoveling snow. Well you 
know where I was and when it was but 
the question that remains is why?

After 32 years in the parks and 
recreation profession you could say that 
I understand the benefit of parks and 
outdoor pursuits offer those who have an 
adventurist spirit. Last year I decided to 
get involved with the California State 
Parks to lend a hand whenever and 
wherever I could be of use. My first 
volunteer assignment was at Silverwood 
Lake where I have helped with their 
Annual Apple Festival, eagle tours, 2022 
First Day Hike program and soon kayak 

tours of the lake. While Silverwood is a 
great place to help out my love of the 
desert was calling which lead me to get 
involved with the PMSRA as a 
volunteer. The PMSRA is home to 
Mitchell Caverns, which I have visited 
many times over the years. 

Now as I volunteer at PMSRA I find 
myself with a behind the scenes look at 
all that goes into the park’s operations. 
The facilities here are dated and in need 
of a lot of care. The limited staff here do 
a great job keeping things operational. I 
find myself lending a hand when the 
park is short staffed on the weekends. 
During my time here my duties include:
 • Making sure the generator is fueled 

and ran to keep the batteries charged 
so we have power in the caverns and 
other park facilities

 • Greeting visitors, sharing information 
about the park and the surrounding 

Shoveling Snow
Story and photos by Lindsay Woods



areas, and collecting fees
 • Giving tours of the caverns
 • Checking the mail and trash runs 

both are located in Essex, which is a 
46 mile round trip

 • Trash collection and restroom service
 • Other duties as needed, like 

shoveling snow and chipping ice near 
the entrance of Mitchell Caverns.
The staff have been 

great to get to know and 
are very appreciative of 
my willingness to lend 
a hand. It is a pleasure 
working with them as 
they train me and share 
with me a detailed 
history and 
understanding of the 
local geology, ecology 
and wildlife. During my 
visits I’m able to stay in 
the dormitory building, 
which has beautiful 
views of the vistas and 
valleys below. While I 
enjoy my volunteer 
work it is the solitude 
and quiet that I 
experience at night and 
in the early mornings 
the most. The sunrises 
are quire spectacular 
and I am able to get 
caught up on my 
reading and the writing 
of my occasional 
articles for Jay our 
Newsletter Master.

For those of you 
who are not familiar with Mitchell 
Caverns here is a bit of information I 
borrowed from the CA State Parks 
website that might cause you to come 
out and visit.

Mitchell’s Caverns are a trio of 
limestone caves, located at an elevation 
of 4,300 ft., in the Providence Mountains 
State Recreation Area which is a 5,900 
acre state park located in a Mojave 
National Preserve in Southern 
California. The “Tecopa” (named for a 

Shoshone Indian chief) and “El Pakiva” 
(Devil’s house) caves are connected by a 
man-made tunnel and are open to guided 
tours led by California State Park 
rangers. The 
“Winding 
Stair” cave is 
considered 
dangerous and 

is closed to 
the public, 
though it is 
occasionally 
used for training cave rescue teams. 
These caves are the only limestone caves 
in the California State Park system.

The caverns were created when 
ground water with a high carbonic acid 
content ate into the surrounding marble 
and sedimentary limestone. Stalactites, 
stalagmites, and other cave formations 

were formed from calcium carbonate left 
by dripping mineral water. For many 
years the caves were thought to be 
“dead”, that is, the formations were no 

longer 
growing. 
However, 
recent studies 
have found 
some signs of 
life.

Numerous 
paleological 
and 
archaeological 
finds have 
been made in 
and around 
the caverns. 
Scientists 
have found 
the remains of 
several 
prehistoric 
animals, 
including a 
sloth. The 
caverns were 
a sacred place 
for the 
Chemehuevi 
Indians, and a 
number of 
tools and fire 
pits have been 
found. The 
Chemihuevi 
knew the 
caves as “the 
eyes of the 
mountain” 
due to their 
easily spotted 
dual entrances 

located near the top of the mountain.
The caverns are named after Jack 

Mitchell, who owned and operated the 
caves from 1934 to 1954 as a tourist 
attraction and rest stop for travelers on 
nearby Route 66. Mitchell also held 
mining rights to the area and dug several 
prospect holes and tunnels, some of 
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which are still visible. The area became a state recreation 
area in 1956. The surrounding lands became a part of the 
Mojave National Preserve in 1994, but the caves are still 
owned and operated by the state.

Cavern Tours are available weekly Friday through 
Sunday and the occasional holiday that falls on a 
Monday. Tours are offered October through May at 11 
a.m. and 2 p.m. and June through September at 10 a.m. 
only (subject to change). Reservations are strongly 
suggested as tours are currently limited to 10 people. 
Reservations can be made by phone (760) 928-2586) 
on Mondays between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Day use fee of $10 per vehicle is charged and the per 
person tour fees are:

Adults (17 – 61) $10
Seniors (62 and older) $9
Children (3 – 16) $5
There are a number of interesting areas to visit 

near PMSRA and Mitchell Caverns like the Kelso 
Depot, Kelso Dunes, lava tube, Hole in the Wall and 
Mid Hills campgrounds. If you would like to learn 
more about Jack and Ida Mitchell, you might 
consider reading Keepers of the Caves by Jack 
Mitchell. If you are interested in possibly becoming 
a California State Park volunteer you can start the 
process by contacting, CA State Parks at (916) 
653-9069 or Volunteer.inparksprogram@parks.ca.
gov with your name and address.

Hope to see you on the trail or maybe even 
underground. ~ Lindsay

Sunset to the West
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I had heard about Colin Fletcher’s 
book titled, “The Man From The Cave” 
for many years. I finally bought a copy 
on Amazon for $35. The map in the 
book located the cave pretty close to 
where I live in Boulder City. It soon 
became my quest to hike there. Bob and 
Sue Jaussaud had hiked there several 
times but couldn’t remember how to get 
there. Bob made a few calls, located 
GPS coordinates (kind of) and we were 
off. The hikers were Bob and Sue, 
Sandy Greer, Ron Lipari, Glenn Shaw, 
Marian Johns and myself.

After driving to the location and 
parking, we started walking down a 
volcanic boulder strewn canyon. 

About the time we located a faint 
trail, Marian decided to turn back and 
wait topside. 

The rough trail eventually led us to a 
narrow canyon full of many dry rock 
waterfalls that had to be climbed or slid 
down in various fashions.

Somebody was always saying, 
“remember, we have to come back this 
way!” After awhile, all of a sudden we 
came around a bend and there was the 
cave, looking somewhat smaller than  
I was expecting and more of the 
“habitat” being under a ledge than 
actually enclosed.

We all crawled into parts of the cave 
for photos and found an envelope stashed 
on a ledge inside containing a log-in 
sheet. We were #7 to add our names. We 
eventually located the nearby petroglyphs 
and then headed back. The rock falls were 
easier climbing back up but the 900ft. 
elevation gain out was brutal.

I think we were all pretty ecstatic we 
made the hike, some of us saying it might 
well be our last “difficult hike.” ~ Mignon

The Hike to the Cave
By Mignon Slentz
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And one final tale of hiking the 
rugged trail to the Cave

Tracy DeVault wrote me this account 
of his and Neal’s and Richard Greene’s   
attempted cave hike – sometime in the 
early 2000’s ~ Sue Jaussaud

Here is what happened on our trip.  
We started down to the cave in the 
morning. For some reason we took a 
short cut and did not walk down the trail 
to the main canyon.  The cave is up a 

side canyon.  Somehow we missed the 
side canyon and walked much further 
down the main canyon than we should 
have. We walked almost all the way to 
the river. Finally, we reached a steep 
drop off and realized that if we went 
down the drop off we would not be able 
to get back up.

When we turned around, we 
discovered that Neal was not able to 
walk uphill at anything near a normal 

rate.  Also, he needed to make frequent 
long stops.  We had not taken enough 
water for an all-day trip. It took us 
several hours to get back to the side 
canyon where the cave was and by then 
we were all pretty tired. We were also 
very low on water.  Richard decided to 
hike down the side canyon to the cave 
while Neal and I continued to slowly 
make our way up the main canyon.  

Eventually Richard caught back up to 

... and an earlier Hike to the Cave
Neal Johns’ 1996 escapade, culled from the DE Archives by Bob and Sue Jaussaud
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us. We decided that Neal and I would 
find a shady spot and rest. Richard 
would head back to the trucks and bring 
us back some water.  Richard was using 
his GPS to tell him how to get back to 
the trucks. The problem was that there 
was a very steep hill between Richard 
and the trucks. We were in contact by 
radio. Richard finally got to a point 
where he could go no further.  

When I realized that Richard was not 
going to save us, I decided I would hike 
back to the trucks on my own. I gave 
Neal half of my water, about two ounces, 

and headed for the trucks. Neal and I had 
hiked further up the main canyon so I 
did not have to go over the high hill that 
had stopped Richard.

As soon as I left the main canyon I 
discovered the trail.  I made it back to 
the trucks just as it was getting dark.  I 
was going to take water back to Neal 
first but it turned out that he was slowly 
making his way up the trail and back to 
the trucks.  It turned out that it was 
Richard that needed immediate help.  I 
had Richard’s GPS coordinates and 
hiked to where he was stuck.  It was 

more that he was dehydrated than being 
blocked by the high hill.  Once he had a 
drunk a couple of bottles of water he 
was back on his feet.  By the time 
Richard and I got back to the trucks, 
Neal was already there.

We were all too weak to try to drive 
home. Neal dug out his satellite phone 
and we let everybody know that we were 
safe and would come home in the 
morning.

I always felt that I missed out on 
visiting the cave. ~ Tracy DeVault

The motley crew from the 1996 hike

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert
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Desert Explorers at Large in the Tucson Area
By Julie Smith

Greetings!
A period of serendipity occurred this 

February as a group of unsuspecting 
Desert Explorers discovered that we all 
happened to be in the Tucson, Arizona 
area this month. So a few emails and 
text messages later we were able to get 
together for a lovely day at the Arizona 
Sonora Desert Museum thanks to 
Barbara Midlikoski. On our trip were: 
Barbara Midlikoski, Ellen and Nelson 
Miller, Bill and Julie Smith.

The Arizona Sonora Desert Museum 
in Tucson is a wonderful venue with 
indoor and outdoor exhibits. We arrived 
early to get a good spot to view the 
marvelous Raptor Show! Birds swoop 
over your heads and demonstrate their 
various attributes as the narrator 
describes each species. This is a must 
see event!

The museum sits on a hill with nice 
meandering trails to get a great outside 
desert experience as you wander 
amongst the flora and fauna. So many 
beautiful desert plants! The paths lead 
you back up to the exhibit buildings 
which house archeological displays, 
minerals, reptiles, desert history, 
artwork, and more! They also have nice 
lunch choices. Overall, a wonderful 
way to spend the day when you find 
yourself in the Tucson, Arizona area.

We seem to have several Desert 
Explorers who live full and part time 
southeast of Tucson, Arizona. Ron and 
Barbara Midlikoski in Vail, Arizona; 
Ellen Miller in Benson, Arizona; and 
Bill & Julie Smith in Sierra Vista, 
Arizona. Barb & Ellen suggested that if 
any Desert Explorers were in the 
Tucson/Benson/Sierra Vista area they 
would be welcomed to contact us for a 
possible get together and information 
about the area.
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For over 55 years, The 
Society for the Conservation 
of Bighorn Sheep has been 
the California based 
volunteer “boots on the 
ground” organization to 
provide man made water 
developments for desert 
Bighorn sheep. Before the 
passing of the 1994 Desert 
Protection Act, installing 
new drinker systems in arid 
zones involved the challenge 
of coordinating resources 
and a volunteer workforce. 
The locations of historic systems were 
selected with collaboration and 
expertise from the California 
Department of Fish and Game’s field 
biologists and an SCBS labor force; 
both fueled with passion and desire for 
the common goal. After the passing of 
the DPA, our State employees began to 
sink in a quagmire of interagency 
problems and legal disputes with special 
interest groups. This has continued to 
spiral into a history of inaction, leaving 
SCBS volunteers increasingly 
unsupported by the agencies that used to 
be equal partners. 

Climate change has become a 
formidable adversary, complicating the 
situation. Last year, volunteers assisted 
in providing over 40,000 gallons of 
water by hauling water to guzzlers that 
did not receive enough precipitation to 
replenish themselves. Obviously, 
manually hauling water is an 
unreasonable and unsustainable water 
management plan. According to the U.S. 
Drought Monitor report, California’s 
precious snow pack base did improve 
due to a series of early winter storms 
between December 7, 2021 and January 
4, 2022. However, most of the 

California desert remains in some level 
of drought. Last year was the third driest 
on record in terms of precipitation.

There are also new threats to the 
already stressed deserts due to 
technological advances. California has 
been pushing initiatives which 
encourage solar energy farms and a 
high-speed rail between Rancho 
Cucamonga and Las Vegas. Installation 
of “efficient” technological advances 
comes at a cost to the environment, 
further fragmenting historical range 
lands and essentially removing available 
acreage that is usable by wildlife. 
Beginning with the installation of 
highways, paths of migration from 
range to range have become impeded by 
man made developments. Some States, 
such as Nevada and Arizona, have done 
a better job of mitigating the adversity 
with the installation of wildlife 
overcrossings. The biologists working 
for the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, Oregon State University, 
and the National Park Service are 
currently collecting GPS collar data to 
support the installation of wildlife 
overcrossings in the Mojave, but there is 
no current plan on the drawing board 
that suggests the State will demand or 

support such actions.
For all the challenges, 

SCBS has strived to remain 
nimble and pivot attention to 
projects that we can achieve 
successfully. Opportunities 
arise, sometimes with 
unlikely partners. During the 
weekend of January 7-9, 
2022, SCBS partnered with 
Kaiser Eagle Mine, on the 
Eagle Mine property near 
Desert Center, California. 
Since 1948, this property 
had operated as Southern 

California’s largest iron mine by 
supplying ore by rail to Fontana’s Steel 
Works. The property was moth balled in 
1981 but it’s maintained by a skeleton 
crew. Upon the expansive property, the 
Mine and SCBS had installed two 
Bighorn Sheep drinker tanks which the 
mine employees have been maintaining 
for decades. It was the dying wish of 
mine superintendent Jennifer Roberts 
that these wildlife drinkers continue to 
be maintained for the benefit of the 
bighorn sheep. Recently, SCBS was 
contacted by the mine because the free 
standing water tanks had aged past their 
useful life. The Eagle Mountain mine 
welcomed SCBS and hosted a modest 
crew for several days to remove the 
aged tanks and install more efficient 
Raincatcher tanks as reservoir systems. 
This was a unique project working on 
two separate water systems 
simultaneously.

The first water system, now known 
as Jen’s Eagle Tank is located at a 
higher elevation and closer to the 
Mine’s property border with Joshua 
Tree National Park . The mine had 
installed the cylindrical upright water 
tank and attached the feeder hose to a 

Water Development in Our 
Challenging Environment

By Debbie Miller Marschke, SCBS

Ram at Jen’s Tank
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steel drinker box and had been manually 
filling this tank with their water truck. 
The old aged reservoir had suffered at 
least 4 leaks on its side due to Bighorn 
rams head-butting the side and causing 
the tanks to split. After four field 
patches by the caretaker, this tank was 
no longer usable. The mine’s caretaker 
assisted SCBS here with a backhoe to 
remove the old tank and replace it with 
a Raincatcher. During the installation, a 
class 3 Ram came in to investigate 
which was a welcome sight to everyone. 
SCBS plumbed the system and painted 
the Raincatcher with camouflage 
patterns to protect the system from UV 
light because this tank will not be 
buried. This was in accordance with the 
Mine’s specifications.

The second water system, now 

known as Ghost Eagle Tank, is located 
within sight of the Mine’s ghost town of 
400 residential dwellings that used to 
house its employees (hence, the name). 
Perched atop a hill overlooking the main 
facility, Ghost Eagle tank rests in the 
shade of an enormous water tower 
which used to service the town. Water 
was replenished directly from the tower 
to the tank by mine employees. It’s our 
understanding that herds of Bighorn like 
to congregate here in the shade of the 
water tower during the summer months, 
taking advantage of the guzzler and 
precious shade. This reservoir tank had 
also suffered beatings inflicted by 
exuberant rams. SCBS swapped out the 
old upright tank for a Raincatcher 
reservoir and plumbed it to the existing 
drinker box. The stature of the 

Raincatcher is lower to the ground, so 
we should hope that this will make it 
less likely that the Rams will find it an 
attractive target to practice on.

SCBS had arranged to remain on the 
premises of the mine for three days and 
three nights to perform the work. The 
entire job was completed ahead of 
schedule, so SCBS was also able to hike 
and survey an enormous tinaja in the 
hinterlands of the Eagle Mountain 
property. We believe that Eagle 
Mountain Mine is very pleased with the 
results of this relationship, and we will 
continue to nurture our relationship with 
this partner. It is our hope that this 
endeavor will be the springboard for 
other Raincatcher systems upon the 
property, with the goal of locating them 
nearer to the Joshua Tree National Park 
boundary. Our efforts to maintain and 
install new guzzlers within JTNP have 
been discouraged and unsupported in 
recent times, so finding a suitable 
alternative approach is our present 
solution to keep sheep on the mountain.

Thanks go to the project crew: 
Project Manager David M’Greene, Mine 
Liaison Arioch M’Greene, Steve 
Marschke, Debbie Miller Marschke, 
Don Moore, John Voght, Robert Jewel, 
and John Maley. Technical advice and 
assistance during preparations provided 
by Glenn Sudmeier, Dave Mahosky, and 
Scott Gibson. Special thanks to the 
California Chapter of the Wild Sheep 
Foundation for providing the necessary 
funding that made this project possible. 
Gratitude to Colleen Bowden for her 
generous donation which was used to 
purchase meals for the crew. ~ Debbie

Finishing up at Ghost Eagle tank

Kaiser’s heavy lift crane was used  
to load and unload

The new improved Jen’s Eagle tank

Ghost Eagle drinker - completed

Removing the old tank at Jen’s Eagle tank

The Project Crew



Thank you, Bill – Bill Smith, our 
treasurer has been busy recently. He 
ordered flowers for Axel Heller’s 
memorial that was held on Feb. 19. He 
also reimbursed Ingo Werk for the 
printing of Desert Explorers. Org 

stickers that he and Vicki Hill created. 
Our “web chick” Crazy Suzy has 

recently found it necessary to charge us 
a yearly fee of approximately $160 – 
which Bill has paid.

Desert Explorer.Org stickers These 
are based on Vicki’s artistic creation of a 
beautiful desert scene and will be passed 
out at D.E. events. Check Ingo Werk’s 
article in this issue.

Future trips I certainly hope the 
Covid business is winding down because 
we have several trips coming up. Check 
out Bob Jacoby’s Trips and Events page 
for details.
 ●  Jay’s March Borrego trip is full. 
 ● Don’t forget the Siler’s Carrizo 

Plains day trip April 23; it’s still 
open. 

 ● Bob Jacoby’s Ridge Route Tour on 
May 7 is full. However, if you’re 
willing to ride with someone, he may 
be able to squeeze a few more in.

 ● My May 14 trip on Forest Service 

Road 1N09 in the San Bernardino 
Mountains is open.
We do not have trips for June, 

August, September and October. As you 
can see, we certainly need some new 
leaders. It’s not that difficult to lead a 
trip and I bet many of you have a special 
place you could share with the rest of us.

Paradise Springs – I recently 
received a call from Cliff Walker of the 
Mojave  River Valley Museum offering 
his Paradise Spring’s property for our 
use some weekend. It’s been years since 
I was there, but he reminded me that 
there is a hot spring pool and a 
swimming pool, two houses – one with 
kitchen facilities, and more than a dozen 
beds that we can throw sleeping bags on. 

Paradise Springs is located off Fort 
Irwin Road north of Barstow. There are 
plenty of trails to explore in the area, 
especially in the nearby Calico 
Mountains. Spring or fall would be, in 
my opinion, the best time for a weekend 
at Paradise Springs. Summer might be 
too hot and winter is too cold. Stay 
tuned…

Next meeting Our next meeting will 
be online using Zoom on Thursday, 
April 7th at 7:00 p.m. We will be 
discussing the future of our trail 
communications and what radios will be 
the best bet for us, CB, GMRS or Ham 
Radio. We will also be covering trips 
and our calendar, the Fall Rondy and if 
we can put together an annual trip 
release form to simplify sign-ups for the 
trip leaders at the trailhead. Lots to talk 
about – please join us! Details for 
logging on will be in your email as the 
date approaches.  ~ Marian

Chairwoman’s Corner 
by Marian Johns
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Please join us for our upcoming

Online Zoom Meeting
Thursday, April 7th • 7:00 p.m. Pacific

Featured topics: DE radios and trips. Watch your email for details



February winners are Leonard 
Friedman, Jay Lawrence, Mal 
Roode, Al Schioppi and Stephen 
Mersman. The correct answer is the 
Fish Rocks Formation, 14.5 miles 
west of the town of Ridgecrest, 
California on CA-17. 

Ridgecrest
Ridgecrest is located in the 

southern portion of the Indian Wells 
Valley and in the northeast corner of 
Kern County, surrounded by four 
mountain ranges; the Sierra Nevada 
on the west, the Cosos on the north, 
the Argus Range on the east, and the 
El Paso Mountains on the south. It is 
approximately an hour and quarter 
from the Lancaster/Palmdale area and 
approximately two hours from both 
Bakersfield and San Bernardino. 

A favorable characteristic of the 
city is its proximity to two major 
highways, the 395 and 14. Air travel 
in and out of the city is provided 
through the Inyokern Airport. These 
attributes make Ridgecrest a central 
location for shopping and business for 
the Eastern Kern County area. 
Ridgecrest is also easily accessible to 
the rest of southern California making 

it an ideal location for industry. 
Ridgecrest evolved into a growing 

and dynamic city during the 1950s and 
1960s as a support community, vital to 
the mission of the Navy, by providing 
housing and services for Federal 
employees and contractors. Ridgecrest 
incorporated in 1963 and now provides 
shopping for over 40,000 people 
throughout the Indian Wells Valley. 
www.ridgecrest.ca.gov. 

Get 500 bonus points for a March 
puzzle correct guess!

Guess what? Bob is lost again and 
as usual he is looking for a ride. Send 
your guess for this month’s puzzle to 
Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the subject. He 
will publish the names of winners 
along with his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. ~ Bob P
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Febuary “Lost” 
Fish Rocks Formation
near Ridgecrest

Lost: Where Am I?



Sticker Shock 
 Ingo Werk

During the Thanksgiving weekend, 
Vicki Hill and Ingo Werk discussed the 
imagery of the Desert Explorers. They 
walked over to Bob and Sue Jaussaud’s 
house and discovered one of Vicki’s 
original designs in the living room. This 
image symbolized so very well the heart 

of the Desert Explorers that Ingo 
arranged it for the production of a 
sticker. Actually a really cool joint 
venture of two desert explorers. Without 
“sticker shock.” This headline was just 
used to get your attention. It’s a beautiful 
image, so get your sticker and attach it 
to your vehicle, motorcycle, boat, ice 
chest, storage box, camper, or wherever 
this very special piece of art can promote 
in a meaningful way our organization… 
the DesertExplorers. These free stickers 
will be available on trips from trip 
leaders and at in-person DE meetings.

A Fitting Farewell to Axel
On a recent Saturday we said farewell 

and safe travels to Desert Explorer and 
friend Axel Heller. A sizeable crowd 
gathered at the Shoreline Yacht Club in 
Long Beach, California to relate our 
memories of him and enjoy one 
another’s company on a fine February 
day. His daughters Mariah and Sarah 
spoke of their life growing up with their 
amazing dad and friends recounted 
stories of his kindness, skills, interests, 
his determination and his adventures.  
He is and always will be missed. Desert 
Explorers in attendance were Ron and 

Kim Lipari, Ken Searer, Bill and Julie 
Smth and Jay and Sylvia Lawrence. 
After the gathering we were invited 
aboard the Ex Terra Firma, Axel’s last 
boat, by her new owners. We wished 
them smooth sailing and the continued 
good will that always surrounded Axel.
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Ellen Miller and Barbara Midlikoski at the Tohono Chul Gardens and Gallery in Tucson. 
They are admiring the work of the famous artist and Desert Explorer Mignon Slentz.

Please join us for our upcoming

Online “Zoom” Meeting
Thursday, April 7th • 7:00 p.m. Pacific

Discussing: Rondy, radios & trips. Watch your email for details
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Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar CA KF6FZE

Pete Austin Diamond Bar CA K6PAA

Craig Baker Sylmar CA KC6KKR

Bill Baird Yucaipa CA AC6SP

Trudy Baird Yucaipa CA KD6NUY

Bruce Barnett Brea CA KD6BOY

Shelly Barnett Brea CA KD6DIR

Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR

Ken Eltrich Venice CA K6KCE

Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara CA KK6NLP

Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest CA KI6YLR

Bill Gossett Ridgecrest CA KI6YLQ

Emmett Harder Devore CA KK6WET

Ed Jack Thousand Oaks CA KM6NTV

Marian Johns Lytle Creek CA KN6KBN

Jay Lawrence Long Beach CA KI6KAV

John Marnell Apple Valley CA KC7AHW

Steve Marschke Torrance CA KK6EOS

Deb Miller Marschke Torrance CA KK6EOW

Deborah Nakamoto Temple City CA KK6UNR

Jerry Peppers New York NY W8JPP

William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH

Malcolm Roode Highland CA KF6GZH

Ken Searer Cerritos CA KD6UHY

Bill Smith Box Elder SD KQ1S

Julie Smith Box Elder SD KI7TNF

Joan Steiner Irvine CA KJ6AIK

Paul Vermette Anaheim CA KI6JFU

Ingo Werk Wilmington CA KK6EWB

Silent Keys
 Lorene Crawford KD6TLO

 Axel Heller KG6DII

 Neal Johns AG6HR

 Bob Martin KD6BRL

 Homer Meek K6HKT

 Jim Proffitt WB6FXG

 Don Putnam KC6SMI

 Dick Taylor K6VT

 Betty Wallin KD6CY

A few DE’ers volunteering at Fort Irwin had to pass a few of these on the road. Photo by Craig Baker
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Eight Days A Week 
By Ingo Werk 

You may remember when the 
Beatles sang us the song “hold me, love 
me, I ain’t got nothing but love, babe, 
Eight Days A Week!” That’s how long 
it took two dachshunds to pursue their 
love for the California/Nevada desert. 
Two brothers, the eight year old Coco 
and seven year old Dino. They are pure 
bred imports from Germany and have 
been in America since they were eight 
weeks old. Now naturalized U.S. 
citizens and very proud of it! 

Coco & Dino took their Louisiana 
Tacoma on a field trip to Pahrump, 
Nevada. From their base station there 
they headed out to various destinations 
for eight 4x4 days. First they ventured 
out to China Ranch at Tecopa, 
California, where they hiked the 
fabulous trails along the Willow Creek 
and Amargosa River. History buffs that 

dachshunds are, they visited the world-
renowned Museum in Shoshone. Then 
their Tacoma took them on the 
Badwater Road into Death Valley, with 
sweeping views into the distance of the 
mountains and at 282 feet below sea 
level, the lowest point in North 
America. At the Furnace Creek Ranger 
Station they got their Golden Age 
Geezer Pass, and off they went to 
discover Death Valley. 

Once back in Nevada, Coco & Dino 
explored the Amargosa Valley. The day 
ended with a lavish dinner at the 
Amargosa Senior Center, although the 
ham radio folks there did not have any 
ham on the menu. Next on the agenda 
was Ash Meadows National Wildlife 
Refuge. The visiting dachshunds 
discovered meandering boardwalks 
among Caribbean-style blue pools, 

legendary Wild West history, and the 
whole gamut of plants and animals 
found nowhere else on earth. In the 
vicinity of Longstreet Casino, the 
brothers even met an oversized cow 
and wild Mustangs in the Valley. 

Another trip was to Red Rock 
Canyon National Conservation Area, 
with spectacular geographical features 
such as towering red sandstone peaks 
and the Keystone Thrust Fault. Coco 
and Dino also had the pleasure of 
visiting Desert Explorer Glenn Shaw, 
who lives in a paradise-like setting near 
Red Rock Canyon. This Eight Days A 
Week desert trip was filled with some 
awesome impressions, observations, 
and experiences. Recommended by 
desert-loving dachshunds to be 
duplicated by any member of the  
Desert Explorers.  ~ Ingo
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March 11-13, 2022
Ocotillo to Borrego UPDATE
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Our pre-run cleared up some major trail 
questions. Details will be emailed to 
listed participants and waiting list folks 
on March 6th, so check your inbox. If 
you were on the waiting list, grab your 
gear and join us. Friday overnight near 
Ocotillo if that works for you. We will 
gather Saturday morning to gas up at 
Ocotillo, then head out Dos Cabezas 
and hikers can hike to the Indian Hill 
area pictos. We will run southern Borrego 
trails, visit area highlights. Dry camp 
with “pot luck happy hour” Saturday 
night in ABDSP. Sunday hike to pictos 
in Blair Valley. High clearance 4WD 
required. CB channel 13. 

April 23, 2022 Carrizo Plain 
National Monument UPDATE
Leaders: Danny & Norma Siler
We will be exploring the geologic 
contortions caused by the San Andreas 
Fault which runs straight through there. 

Interstate 5 - exit #205 - Frazier Mtn. 
Park Road at 9:00 a.m. West of the 
freeway is a Flying J truck stop and Motel 
6 (Lebec). We will meet in the parking lot 
near these and Wendy’s. Come early and 
fill up with gasoline, fill up with coffee, 
and fill up with Dunkin Donuts. We will 
caravan through Frazier Park to Pine 
Mountain Club then down, down, down 
Cerro Noroeste Road to reach the plain. 

We are interested in seeing the results 
of a million years of activity along the 
San Andreas earthquake fault. We will 
drive the Carrizo Plain, the Elkhorn Plain, 
drive along the Elkhorn Scarp, and 
Tremblor Range. We will also visit the 
Dragon’s Back plus more and more. One 

stop will be a 20-30 minute walk to the 
drainage of an ancient creek which has 
moved a few hundred feet by 
earthquakes. Hikers in our group may 
find this the highlight of the day. 

High-clearance vehicles are highly 
recommended but four-wheel drive is not 
required. This is mostly a dirt road 
sightseeing drive. 

If you have the Field Guide to the San 
Andreas Fault by David K. Lynch, bring it 
with you. Bring DeLorme; AAA map of 
Kern County is helpful. We also will have 
a simple map of the N.M. we will hand out 
and follow during the day. CB radio 
channel 13.

May 7, 2022
Ridge Route Tour
Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning in the 
Gorman area. We will be following the 
historic Ridge Route which was the 
original auto road between Los Angeles 
and Bakersfield. The tour will be led by a 
local historian who will provide historical 
information for the entire route. We will be 
having lunch on the trail. The road has not 
been maintained for over 50 years, so you 
can expect just about any kind of 
conditions. High clearance, at least, will be 
required. There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

May 14, 2022 Day Trip - Fire 
Service Road 1N09 Santa Ana 
River, Deer Creek & Bear Creek.
Leader: Marian Johns
When Ted Kalil was still with us (God 
rest his soul), he led a trip over FS Road 
1N09. It turned out to be one of the most 
beautiful and spectacular roads I’ve been 

on in the San Bernardino Mts. In the 
spring, the road crosses about a dozen 
streams; some are large enough to have 
names – the Santa River, Deer Creek, 
Bear Creek, Hemlock Creek, Alder Creek 
and several others. Bear Creek has carved 
a huge, boulder-filled drainage where I 
hope we can have lunch. We’ll also pass 
by the Keller Cliffs which are an 
impressive natural feature. You’ll need a 
high clearance vehicle but a 4x4 would be 
better because there are a couple of steep 
places where I’ve used 4WD on past 
trips. Call Marian for details.

June 25 - July 3, 2022 
Eastern Sierras
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern Sierras 
from the Bishop area to the Mono Lake 
area. Details to be announced. 

November 4-6, 2022
Annual Desert Explorers  
Rendezvous Needles, California

November, 2022
San Gabriel Mountains 
Liebre Mountain Trail
Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 
National Forest. Details to be announced. 

Trips in the planning stages: 
 • DE River Days Bob & Sue Jaussaud 

 • Rancho Camulos Bob & Sue Jaussaud 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild Vicki Hill

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall

 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith (this 
will not be pre-run and will be done 
in segments on several dates.)

Trips and Events

Please advise Trip Coordinator Bob Jacoby of the trips you plan to lead 
and date so we can avoid conflicting schedules.

jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
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April
  Carrizo Plain Natl Mnmt 

Danny & Norma Siler 

May
 7 Ridge Route Tour 

Bob Jacoby
 14 Santa Ana River & Fire Creek 

Marian Johns 

June
 25-7/3 Eastern Sierras Ramble 

Jay Lawrence

July
  

August September
 

October
  

November

November
 ??  DE 2022 Rendezvous 
  Needles, California 

 Liebre Mountain Trail
  Bob Jacoby

December
  DE Holiday Gathering 

January
  

February
  

March
 11-13  Borrego South to North 

Jay Lawrence
 

2022

Trip  
Coordinator 

Report
Bob Jacoby

Trip Coordinator Report
Bob Jacoby

This update, unfortunately, is going to 
be quite short. We have had some discus-
sions but no one has stepped forward in the 
last month to lead a trip. Once again, we 
will be glad to work closely with anyone 
who is willing to be a leader. The good 
news is that there is still stuff in the 
pipeline that appears to be promising. The 
trails are there. All we need is a new leader 
or two to emerge. I have found that being a 
trip leader can be very rewarding.

Another piece of good news is the list 
of upcoming trips we have established for 

the spring. Jay will be heading for Anza 
Borrego (March 11-13), Danny and Norma 
Siler will led a trip to the very fascinating 
Carrizo Plain (April 23) and Marian will 
be leading a spectacular trip in the San 
Bernardino Mountains (May 14). These are 
examples of trips that will make for a great 
day or weekend. ~ Bob

Potential trips looking for leaders:
 • Anza-Borrego area
 • Joshua Tree NP
 • Death Valley West Side & Skidoo



All DE trips require MRVM Membership. IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to:

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
is mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.
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Name 
Also Known As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Home Phone 

Cell Phone 
Email

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Trip Coordiator (Past Chair & Treasurer) 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Vieja 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairwom

an & Neal Keeper 
P.O. Box 124 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy 

530 Ohio Ave 
Long Beach 

CA 90814 
  

562-760-1999  
solariscom

m
@

earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
818-383-4678 

bopeltzm
an@

gm
ail.com

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
514 Am

ericas Way, #15035 Box Elder 
SD 57719-7600 928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Lindsay Woods 
Vice Chairm

an 
17531 Aspen St 

Hespera 
CA 92345 

760-559-4163 
760-559-4163f 

lindsaydwoods@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List




