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Whoa! That was one tough trail.  
I had no idea it was going to be so 
rough. There were boulders every-
where and I think half of our crew 
became spotters, guiding the drivers 
over and around obstacles.

Our fearless troops included Dave 
Burdick, Tom Tiberi, Dean Linder, Todd 
Schrock, Brett Thomlinson, Dave Hess, 
Leonard and Rebecca Friedman, Ingo 
and Mary 
Werk, Ken and 
Gina Robinson, 
Tom Strand 
and myself, 
Marian Johns 
plus my two 
riders, Mike 
Haselwander 
and his 11 year 
old son, Araon, 
who are 
neighbors of 
mine. I am so thankful that Mike joined 
me because he became my invaluable 
pointer. He was constantly jumping in 
and out of the truck when I needed to be 
guided over or around those pesky 
rocks. 

We had quite a variety of vehicles: 
two Jeeps, two 4Runners, two Tacoma 
Pros, one original style Bronco and 
one XTerra.

We all met at the BLM visitors’ 
center at the mouth of Jawbone Canyon 
– that is all except Tom Strand who got 
somewhat mixed up and instead went to 
the Red Rock Canyon State Park 
visitors’ center. When no one showed 
up there, he high-tailed it over to Last 
Chance Canyon and tried to catch up 
with us. The only problem was, we 
were behind him. We finally met him as 

he was coming 
back, having 
given up on 
finding us.

It took us 
more than 
three hours to 
cover the first 
two and a half 
miles of Last 
Chance 
Canyon. After 
that the trail 

became a little easier and we reached the 
colorful part of the canyon. The trail 
through Cudahy Camp is now totally 
fenced and it’s no longer possible to pull 
off and park where ever you please. 

We had a little trouble finding the 
trail to the Old Dutch Cleanser Mine and 
ended up at the Broken Spade and 
Boulder claims where we found the 
remains of a stone cabin and two 

Last Chance  
Canyon

By Marian Johns
Photos by Marian Johns, Leonard Friedman and Ingo Werk



wooden ones. At our next stop we found 
what some of us thought was the Old 
Dutch Cleanser Mine, but it was actually 
the Holly Ash Mine. There must have 
been at least a dozen quads and side-by-
sides. Several of those people had driven 
their vehicles into the mines and were 
playing ultra-loud, annoying music – at 
least it annoyed me.

 Dave Hess then volunteered to guide 
us to the real Old Dutch Cleanser Mine. 
He was, however, a bit confused and had 
us struggling up a super steep hill. We 
all managed to make it though and found 
up there a magnificent view of Last 
Chance Canyon and the surrounding 
area. Dave did eventually find the real 
Old Dutch Cleanser mine and it does 

somewhat resemble the Holly Ash Mine.
When we finished inspecting the 

mine, the sun was dipping low and we 
had to call it a day. By the time we 
reached Highway 14 it was dark and I 
was pooped, so I turned the driving over 
to Mike and he kindly drove us home. I 
skipped dinner and tottered off to bed. 
Boy, what a memorable day!. ~ Marian
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Others chose an even tougher routeOur trail was a rock garden

The Holly Talc Mine
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To start the New Year off right, six 
Covid-free DEers headed into the 
Rawhide Mountains of Arizona for a 
one day 4x4 trip. Ron and Mignon 
accompanied Glenn in his new Jeep. 
Vicki rode with Sue and I in our 
Tacoma. The Rawhide Mountains 
experienced a lot of mining activity in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries 
and we felt a need to check it out. We 
were trying to locate the Sally Anne 
Mine when we descended a really nasty 
4x4 road into Mississippi Wash and 
discovered an intact cabin complete 
with a nice fireplace, period furniture 
and fanciful blue wallpaper. Someone 
had obviously loved this cabin. 
Fortunately we found a brief history of 
the cabin tacked on an inside wall. That 
information, plus what we were able to 
research, introduced us to a most 
interesting desert character, a woman 
known as Venus McGuffie.

Venus was born as Venice Leibee in 
Nebraska in 1890. She, with her brother 
and three sisters, was raised in Canada 
Polk County, Nebraska. When she was 
20, Venice married Andrew Jackson 
Blazer and a year later they had a 
daughter named Thelma 
Birdyne Blazer. Then, in 
1924 Venice left Andrew 
and eventually headed for 
Route 66 and Arizona. By 
1939 Venice had 
purchased the Sally Anne 
Mine as sole owner and 
signed an Arizona Mine 
Owner’s Report as Venice 
Wilkes. It doesn’t appear 
that Thelma went with 
Venice to Arizona though 
she did survive until 1998.

Venice built the 
wonderful cabin we found 
near the Sally Anne Mine 
in 1945. She described the 

cabin in a handwritten statement 
included in a 1946 Arizona Mine 
Report: “Have a new - 3 room house on 
this property - Built partly of rock & 
partly of lumber. Has a 12x24 living 
room, 11x12 kitchen, 11x12 bedroom 
with clothes closet. Large fireplace in 
living room - Plenty of windows for 
good light. Have a small shed for tools 
etc, Open air blacksmith shop. This 
house alone cost me over $1,000.00.”

The cabin we found was largely as 

Venice left it. It is truly a treasure.
Mr. Wilkes was “out the door” 

before 1945 but Venice kept the mine 
and cabin. Then, during or just after the 
war, Venice acquired a new husband, a 
new name and a hotel plus cafe. Two 
Mohave County Mining Reports, from 
the years 1957 and 1960, state that 
Venice McGuffie was the “proprietor of 
the hotel and restaurant at Congress 
Junction.” Interestingly, the history 
from the cabin wall claimed that Venice 
was “notably a great cook.” In fact, the 
only picture of Venice I have is of her 
working at a cafe counter. The Congress 
Cafe still exists and these days is 
known as Nichol’s West.

I suspect Mr. McGuffie was only a 
short romance for Venice, as by 1960 a 
James F. Tearney and his two boys 
were living in Venice’s “camp.” James 
was the director of the St. Jude Mining 
Co. which by 1957 had been 
contracted to work the Sally Anne. The 
history posted in the cabin claimed 
that Venice had been married four 
times. We know of Blazer, Wilkes and 
McGuffie. Could Mr. Tearney possibly 
be “husband” number four? Venice 

was 70 years old but she 
evidently was still quite a 
woman, so who knows?

It seems that during the 
1970s Venice lived alone 
at the cabin. I found a 
report stating that a BLM 
Ranger would make week-
ly trips to check-in on 
Venice. It seems that one 
time, as he approached her 
cabin, he saw her working 
on the roof with no 
clothes on. Picture, if you 
can, an 80 year old 
woman working on a roof 
naked. Perhaps that is 
when Venice became 

A Desert Character
By Joeso

Venice McGuffie

Venice’s Cabin
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known locally as “Venus”?
By 1979 a leaching plant was 

installed at the Sally Anne Mine and 
another interesting woman had entered 
the Venice story. According to Melvin 
H. Jones, Mining Geologist, “A lady by 
the name of Shirley Rose, who resides 
in a mobile trailer home in Wickieup (in 
back of the Mobil Service Station) 

owns and operates the leaching plant” 
at the McGuffie Mine (the Sally Anne 
Mine). I located a copy of a letter 
written by Shirley Rose in 1979 to the 
Director of Mineral Resources 
regarding a potential investor in the 
mine. In the letter she wrote, “We want 
the investor to know where every dollar 
of his money is going. We intend on 

making it with the mining operation not 
with our backer’s money.” Shirley Rose 
was also involved in a Tombstone, 
Arizona gold leaching operation. 
Venice and Shirley must have made 
quite a pair of miners.

Unfortunately the story comes to  
an end with Venice’s death in 1983.  
She was 93 years old.  ~ Joeso

Happy HourGuffyman Joeso

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert
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Cottonwood Cove Trip
Trip Report by Dave Burdick • Photos by Weston

Soon after Christmas my grandson, 
Weston, and I took off for our annual 
trip to Cottonwood Cove to do some 
4-wheeling. On the way we 
made a stop for a quick tour of 
Downtown Daggett.

On the following day we 
decided on a trip to the North of 
Lake Mead to Lovel Wash and 
Borax Smith’s Anniversary 
Mine which put him back in the 
Borax business. After parking 
above Lovel Creek we hiked 
into the creek bottom and up the 
canyon we were able to see and 
explore the mine adits. Not 
recommended. As we continued 
up the canyon you could see an 
amazing amount of strata lifted 
in beautiful formations, then into 
a narrow S shape slot canyon.

Next day we headed out to 
the Newberry Mountains, a 
totally different direction and 
terrain.

After winding up a sandy 
wash we came to some 
petroglyphs, then had some 

good 4-wheeling down a unmarked trail 
to find Tip Top Well and Mammoth 
Mine. Found the well, but drove by the 

trail to the mine three times. We’ll find 
it next time.

On the next morning we had a 
beautiful sunny day at the lake. 
We headed up towards the 
Viceroy Nine (Hart). The 
purpose being to explore trails 
we had not been on. As we 
came in to Lanfair Valley dense 
clouds and fog covered us 
making VFR navigation 
impossible. We changed our 
plans and went by the OX 
Ranch and Big Wind Mill. 
Then headed over to Maud and 
Bert Sharp’s homestead – no 
one home.

For our last trip of the year 
we were lucky and got 
reservations for Mitchell 
Caverns tour. After some 
sprinkles, the sun came out as 
we approached the cavern. I 
had been in the cavern years 
ago but forgotten how 
Spectacular/Magnificent they 
are. Great Tour.

Happy New Year   ~ Dave
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Exploring the Apache death cave is 
an experience that haunts me to this day.  
I had read about the history of the area 
and was drawn to explore this patch of 
Route 66 in Arizona. We hiked down to 
the cave opening and fell silent.  The 
story was so horrifying that we could 
only imagine what terrifying secrets 
were buried there.  We 
were a few yards off 
Route 66 standing on a 
rock ledge above the 
Apache Death Cave in 
Two Guns Arizona.  

Two Guns is located 
between Meteor City and 
Twin Arrows, some thirty 
miles east of Flagstaff.  
The off ramp is marked 
however from the road 
only a few crumbling 
buildings are in sight 
giving no indication of the 
massive canyon.  We 
parked and walked into the 
area and were faced with a 
stone structure bearing a 
sign in large black letters 
“MOUNTAIN LIONS.”  
Although the story of this 
crumbling cage and others 
around it is of great 
interest, it is the plight of 
the Navajos and Apaches 
years before that continues 
to permeate the air with 
the stench of death.  

In the canyon where 
we stood, there was a 
dense Indian population 
from 1050 to 1300 A.D. 
where inhabitants could 
take advantage of the fertile soil and the 
canyon walls that protected them from 
enemies.  This practice continued even 
into almost modern times.  Although 
tribes have passed through the Two Guns 

area for years, 1871 found the Navajo 
settled in the fateful canyon seemingly 
protected from the outside world.  
However, their feeling of security waned 
as a series of Apache attacks began.  
Their homes were torched, and 
possessions stolen.  Apaches made off 
with their children and women as well as 

their sheep and horses,  Escape by the 
culprits befuddled the Navajo.  The 
paths in and out of the canyon were few 
and although the Navajo guarded them, 
they could not find the escape routes of 

the raiding parties.  Where could they 
have escaped?  Then one day as a 
Navajo party patrolled the canyon, 
voices were detected reverberating 
through a canyon wall.  Investigating the 
weird sounds, the Navajo discovered a 
crevice below the earth which led to a 
vast underground cavern.  The mystery 

was solved; the hiding 
place of the murderous 
Apaches was found.

Blocking all avenues 
leading into the cave, the 
Navajos prepared to bring 
their enemy to justice.  
Stuffing dry sagebrush 
and fallen wood into the 
passageways, they 
torched the tinder and 
waited for the agonizing 
screams of the raiders.  
Smoke filled the cave, 
and the desperate enemy 
attempted escape, only to 
be cut down by a barrage 
of bullets.  Taking 
desperate measures, the 
Apache slaughtered their 
horses, quartered the 
carcasses, and stuffed 
them into the passages to 
block the smoke.  
Meanwhile the Navajo 
kept the fires burning.  
This attempt by the 
Apaches to save 
themselves failed, and 
soon the screaming 
subsided and the night 
became still but for 
flickering embers floating 
to the sky.

Were the kidnapped Navajos dead 
among their Apache captors?  Was 
anyone left alive?  The Navajo scouts 
removed the seared horse corpses and 
peered into the macabre scene below.  

The Two Guns sign is visible from Route 66 as it beckons tourists.

Two Guns
Story by Claudia Heller • Photos by Alan Heller

Cages remain on site including the Mountain Lion cage which once was a tourist attraction.
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The Apache victims of Navajo revenge 
produced a horrifying scene of grotesque 
faces frozen in the act of attempting a 
last breath.  The kidnapped Navajos had 
apparently been tortured and killed 
before the cave hideout was discovered.

The Navajos eventually continued 
life as usual in the canyon, and Apache 
raids were never again a problem.  
However, a fog laced with death was 
said to settle in the canyon each 
morning, reminding the Navajo of that 
fateful day their revenge was executed.

We could see the cave entrance, but 
none of us would attempt the descent.  
We just stood there perched over the 
scene and thought about the history of the 
area and the disturbing events of 1878.

At the turn of the century this area 
saw wanderers, prospectors, cowboys, 
sheepherders, Indians and businessmen 

pass through, as well as camels led by 
Lt. Edward Fitzgerald Beale as he 
paraded them through 
the desert on his way to 
Ft. Tejon. Stone 
buildings were 
constructed, and 
businesses attempted.  
Probably the most 
famous attempt to bring 
tourists to the Two Guns 
area was the idea of 
Harry E. Miller who 
called himself Chief 
Crazy Thunder.  He built 
stone structures which 
became wild animal cages and 
advertised his venture as a Lion Farm.   
In 1924 a post office opened in the area 
under the name of Canyon Lodge and 
Miller became the postmaster.  His zoo 

boasted snakes, cougars, mountain 
lions, Gila monsters and hundreds of 

animals native to the 
area.  His enterprise 
attracted tourists from 
near and far.  When he 
abandoned his Lion 
Farm, the cages relented 
to the elements although 
today some foundations 
stand and are fun to 
explore.

Preparing to leave 
Two Guns we were 
aware of a pending 
storm.  Flash floods had 

plagued Phoenix the day before, so we 
headed back to Flagstaff a bit shaken by 
our experience.  The story of the Apache 
Death Cave is a part of history that 
haunts me to this day.  ~ Claudia
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Borrego Springs January 2022
By Mignon Slentz

A group of us rented a house in 
Borrego Springs recently instead of 
camping out in January.Our house was 
huge but made loud noises at night. 
Ghosts?

We visited friends Ken and Carol, 
who live in Julian and had a wonderful 
day. We hiked a couple miles in the 
Santa Ysabel East Preserve and saw 
many giant oaks and sycamore trees. 
Some had long branches that grew back 
into the ground and become another tree.

This was once a large ranch that 
developers were interested in. Every 
time acreage was put on the market a 
preservation group was able to raise 
money by grants, donations and other 
means to purchase the land and prevent 
the development.

We had lunch al fresco and then got 
a tour of their big barn and attached 
tiny house.

We got to hear the story of the 
injured spotted owl “Mrs. Wigam” that 
Ken raised and later released. The owl’s 
photo ended up in several editions of 
the Audubon guide. Ken and Carol have 
many owl boxes on their property and 
one is equipped with cameras that have 
enabled them to watch many clutches 

Happy Hour is in full swing out by the pool

View of Indian Head from the house

Checking out Borrego Springs



of owl eggs hatch and the feeding 
duties by both parents. We were able to 
see the male owl in his box alone. The 
female had taken off for days but I was 
notified the female just came back.

Our trip to Julian ended with a trip 
to Mom’s Pie Shop and the purchase of 
apple dumplings.

The next day we hiked to Big 
Springs through a very green valley 
and then up and over some boulder 
strewn hills. We found no water but 
heard bird song and watched marmots 
with binoculars.

A trip to Borrego isn’t complete 
without a drive-by or a get out of your 
car tour of at least some of the many 
fabulous metal sculptures that dot the 
meadow.  ~ Mignon
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Sea Serpent

One hump of the sea serpent ...and the end!

Joeso, always messing with cars!

There was money in his pan!

Salton Sea fish traps on the inbound trip



Chairwoman’s Corner 
by Marian Johns
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Last Chance Canyon 
First of all, I’d like to thank all the 

participants of the recent Last Chance 
Canyon trip for making it a fun run. Despite 
the rough, tough trail and a few dings, you 
all made it – most driving just stock 
vehicles. I saw some new faces and hope 
they will be able to join us on future trips. 

Dave Hess needs a special thank you 
for being my sweep on the trip. He was 
not only the sweep, but took over as the 
trip leader when we were trying to find 
the real Old Dutch Cleanser Mine. He 
also volunteered the use of his battery-
operated impact wrench when we had to 
change Tom Strand’s flat tire.

I’d like to thank Mike Haselwander 
too, for being my pointer. He was a very 
busy boy helping not only me but folks 
behind me.

February potluck meeting
Feb. 12, 11:00 a.m. at my place in 

Lytle Creek. I would sure like to see a 
good turn out because we’ll be 
discussing this year’s Rendezvous.  
Bob Jaussaud needs our input 
concerning several Rondy issues. 

February trip
There is no February trip unless 

someone steps up and volunteers to lead 
one. I’d be glad to assist and Jay could 
email out a special notice. Come on Desert 
Explorers, time to get off the couch.

Trip Coordinator 
Report

Directions to Marian’s
Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and proceed uphill, Northwest 

into the mountains following Lytle Creek Wash. 
You will pass the Valero gas station (on your left) and 

shortly continue through a stoplight. 
Go six and one fourth miles, passing the Ranger Station and 

two stores on the right and our two story house is on the left 
behind a black iron fence directly across the street from the 
white, modular Post Office. 

If you get to cross street Valley Vista, you have gone 100 
feet too far. Several friendly dogs will greet you but are 
confined behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance: (909) 887-1549.

Desert Explorers  
February  

Planning Meeting
Saturday, February 12th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch
Marian Johns’ Home

Hello everyone. Unfortunately, we have 
not added any new trips in the last month. 
I am hoping that this situation will soon 
change.  In the month of February we have 
an opportunity to initiate planning for 
spring and summer trips. One of the trips 
that I think makes sense is a tour of the 
San Jacinto Mountains and Santa Rosa 
Mountains in the Idlewild area.  A logical 
place to start this trip would be the Bee 
Canyon Trail near Hemet. There is a 
significant network of interesting roads in 
this area and it would be an outstanding 
spring or even summer trip. 

Another potential spring trip is the 
Saline Valley. The road, for the most part, 
is easy but it offers a lot of interesting 
things including sand dunes and a number 
of old mining sites. This could be a one or 
two day trip as the trail basically winds 
from California Highway 168 (Big Pine) 
to California 190. If you are interested in 
leading this trip, let me know and we can 
assist you in some of the planning.

These are just two examples of 
potential DE trips that would be very 
popular with our club members. Needless 
to say, there are many other such 
examples. I am available to provide any 
assistance I can in planning any DE trip.



January winners are Leonard 
Friedman, Malcolm Roode, Mignon 
Slentz, Alan Heller, Ed Jack, Jay 
Lawrence and Randy “T-Top” 
Mathews. The correct answer is Jack 
Longstreet’s rebuilt cabin in Ash 
Meadows, Nevada. 

Early History
The Native Americans settled around 

spring pools and meadows. They lived 
off the land by tendingto corn, beans, 
squash, sunflowers, wildlife and groves 
of mesquite trees cultivating the nutri-
tious seed pods. They traveled to the 
mountains to hunt, gather pinon pine 
nuts and exchange news with friends and 
relatives. Their connection to the land 
was strong and for the Southern Paiute 
and Timbisha Shoshone tribes a connec-
tion to this land remains strong today. 

The Wild Wild West
Living amongst the Southern Paiute 

and Timbisha Shoshone peoples was 
one of the first pioneers to live in Ash 
Meadows, Jack Longstreet. He built 
the cabin made of stone in 1896, near a 
spring that still bears his name. This 
was a man of mystery who went by the 

name of Jack Longstreet but whose 
real identity remains a mystery to this 
day. The only clues to his past were his 
southern drawl and ability to read and 
write reasonably well; unusual for 
most folks at that time. The top of his 
ear was sliced off which was a sign of 
a horse thief. 

He made his living as 
a prospector, rancher, 
saloon keeper, trail-
blazer and hired gun. 
The notches in his gun 
symbolized each man he 
had killed, including his 
brother-in-law. It has 
been written that this 
powerful broad-
shouldered man with the 
sparkling blue eyes was 
feared by many but 
found companionship 
and respect with the 
Native American tribes. 
The Longstreet Spring 
and Cabin are one of the 
highlights of the refuge. 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service

Guess what? Bob is 
lost again and as usual 
he is looking for a ride. 

Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the subject. He 
will publish the names of winners 
along with his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. ~ Bob P
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January “Lost” 
Jack Longstreet’s Cabin
Ash Meadows

Lost: Where Am I?
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February 12, 2022  
DE Planning Meeting
11:00 a.m. • Potluck Lunch
Marian Johns’ house Lytle Creek
We need to figure out a date for the Fall 
DE Rendezvous and conjure up a few 
more trips for the calendar. Bring some-
thing for the potluck and join us! All 
DEers are welcome as long as you’re 
vaccinated. Details and directions to 
Marian’s are on page 12 of this issue.

March 11-13, 2022
Ocotillo to Borrego
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Friday meet, hike and overnight in Blair 
Valley. Saturday gas up and gather at 
Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail conditions. High 
clearance 4WD required. CB channel 13. 
This trip is fully booked, but if you 
would like to be on the waiting list email 
Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net. 

April 23, 2022 Carrizo Plain 
National Monument
Leaders: Danny & Norma Siler
We will be exploring the geologic 
contortions caused by the San Andreas 
Fault which runs straight through there. 
Details to be announced.

May 7, 2022
Ridge Route Tour
Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning in the 
Gorman area. We will be following the 
historic Ridge Route which was the 
original auto road between Los Angeles 
and Bakersfield. The tour will be led by a 
local historian who will provide historical 
information for the entire route. We will be 
having lunch on the trail. The road has not 
been maintained for over 50 years, so you 
can expect just about any kind of 
conditions. High clearance, at least, will be 
required. There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

May 14, 2022 Day Trip - Fire 
Service Road 1N09 Santa Ana 
River, Deer Creek & Bear Creek.
Leader: Marian Johns
When Ted Kalil was still with us (God 
rest his soul), he led a trip over FS Road 
1N09. It turned out to be one of the most 
beautiful and spectacular roads I’ve been 
on in the San Bernardino Mts. In the 
spring, the road crosses about a dozen 
streams; some are large enough to have 
names – the Santa River, Deer Creek, 
Bear Creek, Hemlock Creek, Alder Creek 
and several others. Bear Creek has carved 
a huge, boulder-filled drainage where I 
hope we can have lunch. We’ll also pass 
by the Keller Cliffs which are an 
impressive natural feature. You’ll need a 
high clearance vehicle but a 4x4 would be 
better because there are a couple of steep 
places where I’ve used 4WD on past 
trips. Call Marian for details.

June 25 - July 3, 2022 
Eastern Sierras
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern Sierras 
from the Bishop area to the Mono Lake 
area. Details to be announced. 

November 4-6, 2022
Annual Desert Explorers  
Rendezvous Needles, California

November, 2022
San Gabriel Mountains 
Liebre Mountain Trail
Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 
National Forest. Details to be announced. 

Trips in the planning stages: 
 • DE River Days Bob & Sue Jaussaud 

 • Rancho Camulos Bob & Sue Jaussaud 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild Vicki Hill

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall

 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith (this 
will not be pre-run and will probably 
be done in segments on several dates.)

Potential trips looking for leaders:
 • Anza-Borrego
 • Joshua Tree NP
 • Death Valley West Side & Skidoo

Trips and Events

Please advise Trip Coordinator Bob Jacoby of the trips you plan to lead 
and date so we can avoid conflicting schedules.

jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net

Bring your trip ideas  
to our planning meeting  

on February 12th  
or email them to our  

Trip Coordinator  
Bob Jacoby at  

jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
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April
  Carrizo Plain Natl Mnmt 

Danny & Norma Siler 

May
 7 Ridge Route Tour 

Bob Jacoby
 14 Santa Ana River & Fire Creek 

Marian Johns 

June
 25-7/3 Eastern Sierras Ramble 

Jay Lawrence

July
  

August September
 

October
  

November

November
 ??  DE 2022 Rendezvous 
  Needles, California 

 Liebre Mountain Trail
  Bob Jacoby

December
  DE Holiday Gathering 

January
  

February
  

March
 11-13  Borrego South to North 

Jay Lawrence
 

2022



All DE trips require MRVM Membership. IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to:

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
is mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.
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Name 
Also Known As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Home Phone 

Cell Phone 
Email

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Trip Coordiator (Past Chair & Treasurer) 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Vieja 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairwom

an & Neal Keeper 
P.O. Box 124 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy 

530 Ohio Ave 
Long Beach 

CA 90814 
  

562-760-1999  
solariscom

m
@

earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
818-383-4678 

bopeltzm
an@

gm
ail.com

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
514 Am

ericas Way, #15035 Box Elder 
SD 57719-7600 928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Lindsay Woods 
Vice Chairm

an 
17531 Aspen St 

Hespera 
CA 92345 

760-559-4163 
760-559-4163f 

lindsaydwoods@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List




