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Mid-morning on April 9, Rebecca 
and I met Bob Peltzman at Denny’s in 
Castaic, with the intention of driving 
Liebre Sawmill Rd (7N23) over Liebre 
Mountain. The two vehicle caravan first 
stopped at 
Sandberg Lodge, 
once the site of an 
upscale hotel on 
the Old Ridge 
Route. These days 
there is very little 
to see of the old 
hotel, but behind it 
we experienced 
some fantastic 
views down Liebre 
Gulch all the way 
to Pyramid Lake, 
and even saw 
some wild 
poppies. Bald 
Mountain, home to 
the Sandberg 
weather station 
and antennas, rose 
to the north.

We continued south on the Old Ridge 
Route, turning off to an abandoned 
Forest Service campground, requiring a 

bit of 4-wheel drive. After stopping there 
for lunch and conversation in the shade 
of a tree, we arrived at the beginning of 
Liebre Sawmill Rd, complete with a sign 
warning of a gate ahead. Sure enough, 

the gate was 
locked, though in 
past years it had 
been open. This 
time it was closed 
due to the Lake 
Fire of August and 
September 2020, 
which burned over 
31,000 acres in the 
Angeles National 
Forest near Lake 
Hughes. So, we 
took out our 
Forest Passes, 
locked our 
vehicles, and went 
for a hike instead. 
(Only later did I 
realize that that 
probably wasn’t 

allowed either.) The closed road was in 
perfect condition and the views over the 
forest amazing. We came across plenty of 
wildflowers, especially on the steep hills, 

Liebre Gulch Instead of 
Liebre Mountain

By Leonard Friedman  
Photos by Leonard and Rebecca Friedman and Bob Peltzman

Poppies above Liebre Gulch (Rebecca)



and what looked like a series of giant 
“ant hills” running up the mountainside 
which we concluded must have been a 
fire break. Rebecca almost lost her 
sunglasses while photographing the 
wildflowers, but we figured that would 
have been an allowable 10% trip loss.

Two hours later, we returned to our 
cars, and continued south on the Old 
Ridge Route to the end of the road at 
Tumble Inn with its famous stone arch 
remaining. The gate on the Old Ridge 
Route was actually open, but we decided 
to heed the signs telling us not to 
continue. Well, we did walk in a bit, 
spotting lots of manzanita along the 
road, but left our cars at Tumble Inn. But 
then we noticed another dirt road 

heading back north and down into the 
canyon, Liebre Gulch. The road did not 
appear on the Auto Club map, but was 
hinted at in De Lorme, so with no gate 
or warning signs, we decided to give it a 
try. The road marker said 8N05, but 
checking various sources later, it is also 

known as Tumble Inn Road and Edison 
Spring Road.

At the bottom of the hill in Liebre 
Gulch, we came to a T-intersection. Bob 
quickly determined that there had been a 
major washout to the right that we might 
have had difficulty getting through, so 
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Bald Mountain with Antennas (Leonard)

Bob Checking Gate (Leonard)

Walking Liebre Sawmill Road (Leonard)

Leonard and Rebecca above Liebre Gulch. (Bob)



we went left instead, this time on 8N01 
or Edison Spring Rd. Heading southwest 
through the gulch, we started climbing 
the ridge on the opposite side, next to a 

very steep drop-off. Once topping the 
ridge, the road curved back to the North 
providing spectacular views, and giving 
access to high tension power line towers 
for several miles and a buried crude oil 
pipeline. At the bottom of the next 
canyon, a sign was posted on a small 
fenced area proclaiming “West Fork 
Liebre Gulch North.” Who knew?

There were lots of forks in the road 
for eleven miles, but each time we took 
the one that looked more travelled, and 
we usually had the Bald Mountain 
antennas in sight. Eventually, at 5:45 
p.m. we ended up at the aqueduct near 

Quail Lake Road, where I-5 and SR 138 
meet. We started the trip seeking a 
mountain, but instead explored an 
impressive gulch. ~ Leonard

Leonard at Tumble Inn (Bob)Buckbrush (Bob)

Fire Break or Giant Gophers? (Bob) Big Rock with Distant 8N01 (Bob) Approaching I-5 (Rebecca)
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Driving east past the “ROAD 
CLOSED TO THRU” traffic signs on 
Route 66 casual visitors pass places 
forgotten by time. Chambless, Cadiz 
Summit, and then Danby. In Danby, a 
few buildings and residents remain. The 
town was situated in three places during 
its history based on the needs of the 
railroad, mining and the Mother Road 
(Route 66). Sitting in the midst of one of 
these locations are the remains of three 
distinct graves. History tells us there are 
others buried nearby which have been 
reclaimed by the desert. For now, three 
homemade wood crosses hold vigil over 
forgotten souls. Yet, the question 
remains as to who is buried in the 
desert? A handful of articles from the 
Daily-Times Index newspaper published 
in San Bernardino from 1898 and 1998 
paint a snapshot of life and death in 
Danby, California. 

On December 28, 1898, a story buried 
on page five of eight of the Daily-Times 
Index and Evening Transcript reads “That 
Smallpox Scare – Hackberry, Ariz., 
Bagdad and Danby the Afflicted Points.” 
A Doctor Mackechnie was sent to Danby 

by County Health Officer Rene to 
investigate the matter.1” In 1898, smallpox 
was still a deadly disease and according to 
the Center for Disease Control Website 
three out of every ten people died after 
being infected. Smallpox was not 
eradicated from North America until 
1952.2 It appeared the Sante Fe Railroad 
was so concerned it sent orders to San 
Bernardino asking doctors be sent to the 
camps to care for the sick men. The author 
went on to quote the below article from 
the Los Angeles Times. 

The initial reports published by the 
Daily-Times Index painted a stark 
picture opposed to what was printed 
three days later. The page one article 
reads “Only One Man has Smallpox-At 
Danby Station and He is Isolated and Is 

Recovering Now.” Evidently, J. H. West 
of Needles went to “Smallpox Country” 
and returned overland to report “the 
scare was greatly overrated.” Although 
overrated it was clear that smallpox was 
a feared ailment.3 

The later edition printed on 
December 31st paints a humorous and 
most likely realistic timeline of events. 
The article leads with “Was Frightened 
Out – Dr. Mackechnie Was Afraid of the 
Smallpox.” Evidently, County Health 
Officer Rene received word of a 
potential smallpox outbreak and was 
allegedly tending to a fatally ill patient. 
As a result, Rene “deputized” 

Dr. Machechnie and ordered him to 
travel to Danby and determine if there 
was in fact an infected patient. If the 
patient was infected he was to be 
quarantined. The following is an excerpt 
as described:

Death at Danby
By Steve Reyes
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Soon after Supervisor West arrived at 
Danby and found the doctor had fled the 
scene. Supervisor West telegraphed 
Barstow and asked for Health Officer 
Renshaw to 
come to Danby. 
Renshaw 
determined 
only one person 
was sick and 
had a mild case 
of smallpox. 
Supervisor 
West and 
Health Officer 
Renshaw then 
sequestered the patient and paid a local 
to enforce the quarantine.4 

By January 14, 1899 the public health 
emergency and panic at Danby subsided. 
The last story written about Danby and 
smallpox is a short paragraph on page 
seven. There is no mention of the 
patient’s name, age or ethnicity. Did he 
have a wife, child or family? The author 
only writes the patient died at Danby and 
his effects and the tent where he “staid” 
was burned.5 Most likely he didn’t own 
the tent and his effects did not amount to 
much. He was probably one of the 

“professional tramps” or perhaps a 
“wandering Mexican.” All that mattered 
was the threat of smallpox was over. It is 
impossible to argue without a doubt the 

remains 
beneath one of 
the wooden 
crosses at 
Danby is 
smallpox 
infected patient 
who died in the 
desert. It is 
plausible to 
believe a death 
by an incurable 

infectious disease would necessitate 
immediate burial close to ones death bed.
 1 The Daily Times-Index and Evening 

Transcript, San Bernardino, That Smallpox 
Scare, December 28, 1989, page 5.

 2 Author Unknown, History of Smallpox, Center 
for Disease Control, www.cdc.gov/smallpox/
history/history.html, Accessed March 30, 2020

 3 Unknown Author, The Daily Times-Index and 
Evening Transcript, That Smallpox Scare, 
December 31, 1898, page 1.

 4 Ibid, page 8
 5 Unknown Author, The Daily Times-Index and 

Evening Transcript, The Small Pox Patient at 
Danby Died Yesterday, January 9, 1899, page 1.

Annual Museum Barbecue!
Our 54th Annual BBQ will be on May 

15 with barbecued beef dinner catered by 
J&J, Speakers will be Cliff Walker, 
James Conkle, and Mike Boultinghouse, 
outside for safety. We will have a silent 
auction on the inside - some really good 
things that have been donated to us, we 
will have a rummage sale outside, 
several demonstrations including 
blacksmithing, weaving, gold panning, 

sourdough, moonshine, Drover Car 
self-guided tours, book sales, 
membership specials, and more - all the 
good old normal stuff because after this 
past year it feels good to be back to 
normal. 

We will open at 10 a.m., dinner will 
be served from 11 to 2 p.m. and we are 
looking forward to seeing everyone 
again. ~ Pat

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE

Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA

Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR

Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY

Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR

Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR

Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE

Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP

Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR

Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ

Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET

Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII

Ed Jack Thousand Oaks KM6NTV

Marian Johns Lytle Creek KN6KBN

Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV

John Marnell Apple Valley KC7AHW

Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT

Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS

Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW

Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR

Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP

William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH

Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH

Ken Sears Cerritos KD6UHY

Bill Smith Box Elder SD KQ1S

Julie Smith Box Elder SD KI7TNF

Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK

Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU

Ingo Werk Wilmington KK6EWB

Silent Keys
 Lorene Crawford KD6TLO

 Neal Johns AG6HR

 Bob Martin KD6BRL

 Jim Proffitt WB6FXG

 Don Putnam KC6SMI

 Dick Taylor K6VT

 Betty Wallin KD6CY

Please join us for our upcoming

Online Zoom Meeting
Monday, June 7th • 7:00 p.m. Pacific

Featured: Watch your email for details
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Betty Wallin
Longtime Desert Explorer, Backroad 

Explorer, Sierra Club Peak Bagger and 
dear friend Betty Wallin passed away 
April 24th with two loves of her life, 
Don Sweinhart and her granddaughter at 
her side. 

She will be remembered by all as an 
enthusiastic outdoors woman, great 
friend, a loving mate, mother and 
grandmother. She figured heavily in the 
formation of both the Backroad 
Explorers and Desert Explorers after 
hiking and climbing all over the 
Southwest and Baja California. She will 
be sorely missed by all who knew her. 
No services are planned but her memory 
will live on in all of us.

d

Betty was beyond special to many of 
us, especially we old timers who were 
fortunate to travel with her on countless 
wonderful adventures. ~ Bob Jaussaud

d

Betty was one of the first people I 
met in the Backroad Explorers. When 
she mentioned she worked about a 
quarter mile from Tahquitz Canyon 

where I had often hiked as a teenager 
and was also a fellow graphic designer, a 
thirty five year conversation was off 
with bang – and she liked to talk. She 
loved the desert, back road driving, 
hiking, camping and mountain climbing, 
a real departure for someone who starred 
in underwater mermaid shows in Florida 
as a teenager. She shared memories of 
climbing Picacho del Diablo in Baja and 
mountain summits and rescues in the 
Sierras. She led BRE and DE trips and 
traveled the world. When she found her 
sweetheart, Don, they would disappear 
over the horizon for months at a time 
seeing new places. She led a big life and 
was a great friend.  ~ Jay Lawrence

d

Sad news indeed. Betty was my 
neighbor in Desert Hot Springs. We met 
out there – both moved to the same DHS 
neighborhood and each of us bought a 
house from the same spec builder in, I 
think, about 1988. Both of us were 
recovering from recently-ended 
relationships and found lots to talk 
about. She moved out from Glendora 
and I had been living in Costa Mesa 

– Desert Hot Springs was a big change 
for both of us. Her two sons were out 
there too, living with her at first. One of 
her boys used to cat-sit for me when I 
was out exploring the desert. I remember 
when she went to work for the Desert 
Hot Springs Spa Hotel – basically she 
just went into the front office and 
point-blank asked for a job. She told 
them about her years of office 
experience and what she could do. They 
were impressed and hired her, maybe not 
on the spot but shortly thereafter, and I 
believe she worked for them for quite a 
number of years. I remember admiring 
her greatly for that act of chutzpah, as I 
was having a heck of a time finding 
work myself in those days. For the two 
years I lived in Desert Hot Springs, 
Betty and I saw a lot of each other and 
she was a real help to me. I didn’t see 
much of her after I married George and 
she met Don but we were always happy 
to see each other when we did – the last 
time, I think, was at Neal’s memorial 
service in Lytle Creek. Betty called ‘em 
the way she saw ‘em, as they say. She 
surely will be missed. ~ Anne Stoll
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Since our fearless leader Bob Jacoby 
announced his desire to step down (after 
only six years) from the DE Chair 
position at the end of June, a few of us 
foolishly put together an Election 
Committee to locate and entice worthy 
candidates who might fill his shoes. 
Right now, this group consists of Bob 
Jacoby, Bob Jaussaud, Lindsay Woods, 
Bill Smith and Jay Lawrence. If you 
would like to be involved in this very 
exclusive crew please let one of us know 
and voilà, you’re in.

At our first Zoom meeting, everybody 
agreed that setting the duties of the DE 
offices down in print would be helpful 
so folks might know what to expect if 
they are thinking of taking on one of 
these posts. This is a remarkable move 
toward real organization since we have 
run this group by the seat of our pants 
for as long as any of us can remember. 

To that end, Lindsay Woods put 
together a rough draft with some tuning 
up by the other committee members. 
Here is a look at what we have so far. 
It’s a first draft, it’s informal and open to 
edits, additions and tweaks. Sing out if 
you have an opinion or something to 
add. This is a work in progress and will 
be distributed to everybody once it is 
deemed shipshape.

–––––
Desert Explorers Job Descriptions 

The officers of Desert Explorers are: 
Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Immediate Past Chair. Leadership 
duties include:

Chair The Chairperson serves as the 
CEO for the Desert Explorers. This 
position has ultimate responsibility for 
all club activities. The specific 
responsibilities are as follows:
 1. Create the agenda for all club 

meetings, live or virtual. 
 2. Conduct DE meetings in accordance 

with the established agendas.
 3. Attend as many trips as possible. 

 4. Monitor Rendezvous planning and 
ensure that the planning process is 
appropriate and timely. 

 5. Speak to the DE members at the 
dinner at the annual Rondy.

 6. Write a column for the monthly 
Desert Explorers newsletter..

 7. Work closely with the Trip 
Coordinator to ensure that an 
adequate number of trips are 
scheduled. (Our goal is a minimum 
of one trip per month.)

 8. Serve as co-signatory on the Desert 
Explorers financial accounts and 
work with the Treasurer regarding 
any financial issues that may occur. 

 9. Oversee the activities of the officers 
The time needed to fulfill these duties 
can vary from eight hours per month to 
as much as 24 hours per month.

Vice Chair helps the Chair oversee 
committee and member activities, but 
also steps into the role of Chair if the 
Chair is unavailable. He or she may also 
be responsible for planning and 
organizing events for the club.

Secretary attends membership meetings 
as well as any specially called meetings 
and provides a written record of the 
meeting as well as posting the minutes 
to the club newsletter. Monthly 
minimum time commitment 1.5 hours.

 Treasurer keeps track of income and 
expenses of the club. Reports the status 
of the club’s funds, disbursements, 
purchases and income at DE meetings. 
They also process membership 
applications and funds and maintain the 
member roster. Minimum time 
commitment 1.5 hours most months, 
jumps to 6 hours at Rondy time.

The Immediate Past Chair guides and 
supports the Club Officers. The primary 
responsibilities of this role involve 
serving as a resource for new officers 
and ensuring continuity with past terms.

Officers should represent the club in a 

positive light, publicly or privately. They 
hold their positions strictly as volunteers. 
The club does not pay any member to 
carry out functions of the club.

 Any member in good standing of the 
Desert Explorers may be nominated for 
an office.

The Coordinators and their roles of 
Desert Explorers consist of:

Webmaster The webmaster (or Web 
Goddess, the proper way to address our 
current web chief Deb Miller Marschke) 
is responsible for the Desert Explorers 
website. They ensure that the informa-
tion for club activities is as up to date as 
possible on the website. They may also 
maintain an event calendar, publicize 
meetings, provide access to current and 
past newsletters, important forms and 
information from the club leadership.

 Newsletter Editor - Assembles and 
distributes of a monthly digital club 
newsletter that conveys information of 
general interest to club members. 
Monthly time commitment is 10+ hours.

 Rendezvous Coordinator – Heads the 
committee which plans and runs the 
annual club Rendezvous (Rondy) event.

Trip Coordinator – Oversees the 
development of trip leaders and ensures 
a diverse offering of trips offered to club 
members. Monthly minimum time 
commitment 1.5 hours.

In general, if an officer or coordinator 
is no longer be able to carry out their 
role during the year, the club officers 
may appoint a replacement to serve the 
remainder of the term.

–––––
So that’s most of our work to date. 

Ideas and suggestions for candidates are 
being bandied about. We’ll have more to 
report in the next newsletter, on or about 
June 1. Please let one or all of us know 
what you think.

Bob, Bob, Lindsay, Bill & Jay

What the Election Committee has been up to
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June 7, 2021
DE Zoom Meeting
Online Planning Meeting
Use your computer, cell phone or home 
phone to join in. Details will be sent by 
email as the date approaches.

August 12-15, 2021
Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Cross the southern Sierras and the Kern 
Plateau starting in Pearsonville, through 
Kennedy Meadows to the Sequoias on the 
west side. 

September, 2021
Big Bear - Yucca Valley
Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

October 11-13, 2021
Annual Desert Explorers 
Rendezvous 
Pahrump, Nevada
Rendezvous trips will be listed as they 
are confirmed. We will have pre-Rondy 
inbound trips that wind up in Pahrump, 
trips in the Pahrump area and outbound 
trips for folks on their way back home. 
In the middle we’ll have a big DE 
dinner, a guest speaker and an all-
around good time.

November 6, 2021
Ridge Route Tour
Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning May 
9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route which 
was the original auto road between Los 
Angeles and Bakersfield. The tour will be 
led by a local historian who will provide 

historical information for the entire route. 
We will be having lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the historian 
for each person on the trip. For more 
information, contact Bob Jacoby.

December, 2021
DE Yule Party
Details will be announced as we get 
closer to the date.

January, 2022 
El Paso Mountains Area
Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced.

March 11-13, 2022
Ocotillo to Borrego
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Friday meet, hike and overnight in Blair 
Valley. Saturday gas up and gather at 
Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail conditions. High 
clearance 4WD required. CB channel 13. 
If you would like to join us, email Jay at 
solariscomm@earthlink.net . 

June 25 - July 3, 2022 
Eastern Sierras
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern Sierras 

from the Bishop area to the Mono Lake 
area. Details to be announced. 

November, 2022
San Gabriel Mountains 
Liebre Mountain Trail
Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 
National Forest. Details to be announced. 

DE River Days
Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud

Rancho Camulos
Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud

Trips being planned 
 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 

Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall

 • Carrizo Plain Need a leader

 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess

 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader

 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith

 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns

 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita

 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert

Tri ps and Events

2022

Dang!
This morning I lost my 1993 

Toyota 4Runner from a traffic 
collision in North Hollywood, when 
the other vehicle ran a red light at 
high speed. Am not sure my 
replacement vehicle will be 4WD, 
but if anyone has a surplus vehicle 
to sell, I might be interested. 

Bill Neill 
bgneill@earthlink.net
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April
  

May
 1-2 Piute Mountain Area 

Marian Johns, Dave Hess

June
 7 DE Zoom Meeting 

7:00 Pacific

July
  

August
 12-15  Kennedy Meadows to Sequoias 

Jay Lawrence

September
   Back of Big Bear 

Nelson Miller

October
 11-13 DE Rendezvous 

Pahrump, NV

November
 6  Ridge Route 

Bob Jacoby

December
  DE Holiday Gathering 

Details to come

2021

April
  

May
  

June
 25-7/3 Eastern Sierras Ramble 

Jay Lawrence

January
  El Paso Mountains 

Nelson Miller

February
  

March
 11-13  Borrego South to North 

Jay Lawrence

July
  

August
  

September
  

October
  

November
   Liebre Mountain Trail
  Bob Jacoby

December
  DE Holiday Gathering 

2022

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert



The correct locaton for April’s puzzle 
was: Goffs Schoolhouse. Winning 
guessers: David M. Hess, Jean Roode, 
Nelson Miller, Leonard Friedman, Jay 
Lawrence, Al Schioppi, Danny Siler.

Goffs Schoolhouse
Dennis Casebier, of Goffs, with his 

wife, Jo Ann, and innumerable friends, 
built a natural and historical center that 
is a gold mine of displays, photographs 
and reference materials in a library 
consisting of thousands of books.

In a lifetime accumulation of 
knowledge and work, with displays 
devoted to 
the desert 
tortoise, 
mining, the 
railroads 
and old 
buildings, 
Goffs’ 
capstone is 
the Goffs schoolhouse. It was fully 
restored in 2008 with a group Dennis 
helped form -- the Mojave Desert 
Heritage and Cultural Association.at a 
cost about one million dollars. 

Dennis Casebier spent years 
researching and mapping and publishing 
books about the old Mojave Road. 
Dennis formed the Friends of the 
Mojave Road. He worked with the BLM 

to identify the route of the trail and 
create a trail guide for others to follow, 
purposely avoiding road signs so people 
would have to use his book to travel the 
road. This, he felt, would keep the road 
from getting trashed and overused and 
maybe, eventually, closed to the public.

Since retirement from Federal Civil 
Service in 1990, the bulk of Dennis’ time 
was spent building up the archives now 
housed in this building. The archives 
include a 6,000-volume library of books, 
over 1,000 recorded oral history 
interviews, more than 100,000 historical 

photographs, more than 6,000 area maps, 
and several large specialty collections.

It is a fitting memorial to a man who 
dedicated his life to understanding the 
Mojave and has revived the past and 
made it a living experience through the 
Mojave Road.

Dennis G. Casebier passed away at 
his home in Bullhead City, Arizona on 
February 10, 2021, with his daughter 
Darelyn sitting at his bedside, he was 86 
years old. 

The revised edition of the Mojave 
Road Guide includes all new maps, GPS 
coordinates, and more. The road log has 
been completely updated to reflect 
changes in management and landmarks. 
This is the original Mojave Road Guide 
authored by Dennis Casebier. 

Guess what? Bob is lost again and as 
usual he is looking for a ride. Send your 
guess for this month’s puzzle to Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the subject. He 
will publish the names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The 
southern part of Death Valley near the 
Devil’s Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates. ~ Bob P
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April Lost: Where Am I? 
Goffs Schoolhouse

Lost: Where Am I?



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
is mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Viejo 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
818-383-4678 

bopeltzm
an@

gm
ail.com

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Allan Schoenherr 
The Good Allan 

414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 
Laguna Beach 

CA 92651 
949-351-5450 

 
aschoenherr@

fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
514 Am

ericas Way, #15035 Box Elder 
SD 57719-7600 928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List


