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On June 14, I joined Leonard 
Friedman, Bob Peltzman, and his 
son-in-law Robert Ruiz, as we drove 29 
miles in Los Padres National Forest, 
mostly along 8N04 and 8N42. We 
stopped at the Forest Service Lookout on 
Frazier Mountain, elevation 8,013 
ft. Located about seven miles 
west of Gorman, near the border 
of Kern and Ventura counties, the 
fire lookout was established in 
1905. The current wooden tower 
was built in 1936 in Santa Barbara 
County and relocated to Frazier 
Mountain in 1952 after fire 
destroyed the original structure. 
The 8-foot-by-8-foot room used 
to be equipped with a small bunk, 

TV, stove, Osborne fire finder (to plot 
fire coordinates), and insulated stool (to 
stand on for protection during electrical 
storms). On a clear day, the 360-degree 
view included the Sierra Nevada 
foothills, Bakersfield, Palmdale, 

New View  
of Fire Lookouts

By Rebecca Friedman

View of Antelope Valley and Quail Lake from Lookout

Lookout Tower at Frazer Mountain



skyscrapers of downtown Los Angeles, 
and Santa Catalina island. The lookout 
was decommissioned in the 1990’s. But 
a sign announcing T-Mobile emergency 
management meant that I had five bars 
on my cell phone.

Although some forest lookout sites 
are still active in California, fire spotting 
is increasingly dependent on aerial 
surveillance, hikers or motorists. KCET 
recommended Five Fire Lookouts With 
the Best Views of Southern California 
that were “the last vestiges of a dying 
breed that are in various stages of 

restoration and disrepair” (Oct. 13, 2017, 
https://www.kcet.org/shows/socal-
wanderer/five-fire-lookouts-with-the-
best-views-of-southern-california). 
Along with Frazier Mountain, the others 
were Strawberry Peak Fire Lookout, San 
Bernardino National Forest; Tahquitz 
Peak Fire Lookout, San Jacinto 
Wilderness; Castro Peak Tower, 
Henninger Flats; and Old Topanga Fire 
Lookout, Malibu.

Here’s the link to Huell Howser’s 
interesting 2002 episode on a fire 
lookout in Sequoia National Forest, 

“Fire Lookout – California’s Gold 
(4003)”: (https://blogs.chapman.edu/
huell-howser-archives/2002/01/08/
fire-tower-californias-gold-4003/).

After leaving the lookout, we enjoyed 
the tranquil forest scenery. We saw a few 
mule deer, and pondered the fate of 
dozens of neatly stacked woodpiles 
along the road. Before heading home, 
Leonard and I drove a few miles north 
on Lebec Road to view Deadman’s 
Curve of the old Ridge Route. Glad 
that’s no longer used. ~ Rebecca
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Lunch break in the shade

Piles of wood stacked  
along the road 

Yuccas at end of blooming

Deadman’s Curve on original Ridge Route
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Betty Wallin

Remembering the Desert Explorers Who Have Recently Left Us
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Remembering the Desert Explorers Who Have Recently Left Us

Allan Schoenherr
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Remembering the Desert Explorers Who Have Recently Left Us

Jerry Dupree
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When we encountered 
the young people in their 
extreme Jeeps, it was 
sort of a perverse 
pleasure to see the 
expressions on their 
faces. They were only 
beginning to challenge 
the road through High 
Rock Canyon that we 
had just conquered. I’m 
sure they were 
wondering how a mature 
couple like Sue and I had 
managed it in our stock 
appearing truck (with a 
camper on it, no less). 
Even more impressive 
were the gals, Vicki and 
Cindy, following in their Toyota TRD 
and Mignon in her appropriately rigged 
4-Runner. Ron in his 4-Runner and 
Johnny in his Pathfinder were our 
capable sweeps as we passed the 
amazed Jeepsters. 

High Rock Canyon is undoubtedly 
the most scenic and rugged portion of 
the Applegate Trail that is still 
passable to vehicles today. It is an area 
of critical environmental concern 
located in the Black Rock Desert in the 
northern Great Basin of Nevada. 
Euroamericans first traveled through 

High Rock Canyon in 
1843-44 when John C. 
Fremont led a party 
searching for the fabled 
“Buenaventura River” 
leading to the Pacific 
Ocean. He was followed 
in 1846 by Jesse 
Applegate and Levi 
Scott, who were 
searching for a southerly 
route to Oregon. After 
the discovery of gold in 
California, many gold 
seekers followed the 
route and it remained a 
popular emigrant trail 
through 1860. In 1992, 
the Applegate Trail 

became a National Historic Trail. 
High Rock Canyon was the focus of 

our recent trip with fellow Desert 
Explorers and relatives, but the journey 
had many other highlights. Ron led us to 
a wonderful campsite along Horton 
Creek high in the Sierras for a perfect 
start. The next day we hiked to the 
Crowley Lake Stone Columns. 
Reminiscent of Moorish temples, these 
columns evidentially have a volcanic 
origin. I sure don’t understand it, but 
scientists from UC Berkley believe that 
hundreds of thousands of years ago there 

High Rock Adventure
By Joeso

Horton Creek campfire

Leaving High Rock Canyon

Owens Lake Columns

Group at Owens Lake Columns
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was a gigantic explosion followed by a 
snow storm. Their theory is the melted 
snow seeped into the porous material that 
was still super-heated and boiled, 
creating the spaces between the columns. 

In Genoa, Nevada we saw the site  
of the Van Sickle Station and the 
original 1800’s road up the Kingsbury 
Grade to LakeTahoe. Then we spent an 
enjoyable hour or two at the Genoa Bar, 
self described as “Nevada’s Oldest 
Thirst Parlor.” 

The next two nights, Vicki and 
Cindy’s brother, Barry, hosted us at his 
comfortable home in Carson City and 
we were able to spend a full day 
exploring around Virginia City. 
Unfortunately the historic Sutro Tunnel 
was seriously fenced. Darn! And on the 
original Ophir Road the Jumbo Grade 
was just too gnarly, but we did see a 
herd of wild horses frolicking at a water 
hole before deciding to turn around. 

Leaving Carson City the next day, we 
visited an amazing private oasis in the 
Smoke Creek Desert, Planet X Pottery. 

Then, just above Gerlach we detoured 
onto Dooby Lane (aka Guru Road) for 
some unique enlightenment. This is the 
“Burning Man” area after all. 

At the northern extreme of our 
adventure in the High Rock Desert, we 
were very fortunate to find the remote 
Stevens Camp available and “put out the 
flag” to enjoy a night in the cabin and a 
beautiful sunset while drinking wine on 
the veranda. Interestingly, in the 1950’s 
Stevens Camp was owned by Tennessee 
Ernie Ford, the singer best know for his 
rendition of “Sixteen Tons.” He actually 
built the cabin we were enjoying. 

After emerging from High Rock 
Canyon the next day, we planned to 
relax at the hot creek in Soldier 
Meadows but the water was just too 
bloody hot to enjoy, especially during 
the heat of the day. So we headed south 
over a washboard road toward Gabbs 
Valley to locate the “car frame windmill” 
and the Poinsettia Mine. 

The Poinsettia Mine was truly a 
highlight. After several miles of remote 

desert roads, it was breath-taking to pop 
over the last hill and see it for the first 
time. Mercury was discovered there in 
1929 and a small camp was built. The 
mine operated until 1944 and Vet Baxter 
owned it until his death in 1973. Then 
the Boy Scout Troop of Hawthorne, 
Nevada took over care of the property 
and are responsible for its current state 
of preservation. 

Fortunately Johnny located the good 
road for us and we were able to continue 
south over Rabbit Pass. It was a step 
back in time to visit the very original 
line cabin at Gillis Camp, not far from 
the road’s summit. Resuming our 
journey south, we detoured a bit to walk 
through the Candelaria Cemetery. Our 
arrival at Dyer,Nevada later that 
afternoon was in the nick of time, as by 
then we were only running on fumes. 
After procuring some much needed gas, 
we camped for our last night at 
Cottonwood Creek and took of its cool 
waters. ~ Joeso

Car Frame Windmill

Genoa by Vicki

Stevens Camp happy hour Vicki at Car Frame Windmill

Elvis monument on Guru RoadHorses on Ophir Road above Virginia City
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Cindy at Poinsettia Gillis Camp

Ron and Mignon at Poinsettia

Taking of the Waters at Cottonwood Creek

Cottonwood Creek

Meeting Opened 7:00 p.m.
Previous Minutes Approved.
Chair Marian Johns will take over the 
chair positon on July 1. She will be 
assisted by Vice Chair Lindsay Woods. We 
would like to have a volunteer for 
Secretary. Currently the job is handled by 
Bill Smith and Jay Lawrence on an 
informal basis.
Treasurer Bill Smith reported we 
currently have 110 subscribers. 
Membership continues to be strong. Our 
current funds total $3,719.26.
Newsletter Newsletter is doing fine. More 
folks are contributing articles and photos. 
Early contributions are greatly appreciated.
2021 Rondy Our next Rondy will be 
October 22-24, 2021 in Pahrump, Nevada. 
Mignon Slentz has the situation well in 
hand. A registration form and additional 
information will be included in the July/
August/September issues of the newsletter.
Website Deb reported that her packed 
work schedule has her a little behind on 

website updates. Site was attacked by 
hackers but all was restored by our crack 
web architect Crazy Suzy.  
Museum Nelson reported that MRVM had 
its best barbecue in 20 years. 388 lunches, 
a super silent auction took in over $8,000 
and there were lots of folks having lots of 
fun. Many presentations and demos. They 
need several docents. It still has the best 
bookstore in the Mojave Desert. There will 
be a big book blowout in July. Library and 
archive is moving along, parking lot was 
slurry sealed and they are getting 
contractor bids for expansion though 
lumber costs are super inflated as a result 
of the pandemic.
Trips Bob Jacoby covered upcoming trips 
and is looking for more. Upcoming trips 
discussed: 
 • Aug. 12-15 Kennedy Meadows
 • Nelson Miller’s trips are postponed due 

to Nelson recovering from Achille’s 
tendon surgery. Ouch!

 • Holiday party in December will be at 

Ding & Allan Wicker’s home
 • Joeso may do River Days this fall, 

possible Thanksgiving at the river. 
Possible Camulos trip, Railfest.

 • San Jacinto & Sta Rosa mountains
 • Carrizo Plains - Danny Siler will lead 

trip. DV Paul may be able to help with 
earthquake fault background.

 •  Possible future Joshua Tree trip with 
Nelson, post recovery.

 • Arizona Peace Trail (Bill Smith) is in 
planning/pre-running stages

 • Santa Ana River may be good Spring 
day trip. Meet at ranger station.

 • Sta Clarita north Ridgetop Trail?
 • Ana Marie Albert still possible for 

Gold Country trip.
 • 2022 Rondy in Spring? Yes! March 

25th-27th
Jerry Dupree All wished Jerry well in his 
ongoing battle with cancer.
Next meeting August 28th at 11:00 a.m. at 
Marian Johns’ home. Bring a potluck dish.
Adjourn: 8:30 p.m.

Desert Explorers Zoom Meeting Minutes  • June 7th, 2021
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I’m not sure how this happened, but 
I seem to be your new chairman 
(chairperson? chairwoman?) I must 
have raised my hand at the wrong time 
or maybe I said “yes” when I meant 

“no.” Anyway, you’re stuck with me for 
the next two years. Lindsay Wood has 
graciously agreed to be our vice 
chairman and at the end of two years he 
will become our chairman – and a new 
vice chairman will be selected to 
replace Lindsay.

After six years, Bob Jacoby, our 
fearless leader, is stepping down as 
chairman. Then he will be stepping up 
to be our new Trip Coordinator; he will 
be replacing Jerry Dupree. Sadly, Jerry 
has left us, (God rest his soul), for the 
Happy Hunting Grounds. Bob says his 
priority is having once-a-month trips, 
so he might be twisting a few arms in 
the near future. We also need some new 
trip leaders. 

The rest of our crew will remain in 
their current positions:

Jay Lawrence - Newsletter
Bill Smith - Treasurer, Membership
Debbie Miller-Marschke - 
   Website wrangler & Museum liaison 
Mignon Slentz - 2021 Rendezvous

Secretary - We’re still looking...
Not only have we lost Jerry, but Betty 

Wallin and Allan Schoenherr have also 
recently left us. This reminds me that 
I’m no spring chicken. A few of us 
remaining old-timers have been with the 
Desert Explorers since we began way 
back in 1987 as the Backroad Explorers. 
Bob Jaussaud and Eldon Hughes were 
instrumental in creating this pre-D.E. 
organization. Some of us have known 
one another for more than 30 years and 
have reached our golden years. 
Consequently, it was so good to see 
some new (younger) faces on my recent 
Piute Mountain trip. 

Some of you newer members 
(subscribers) may not know how the 
Desert Explorers was created. It was Bill 
Neill (thank you, Bill) who helped us 
transition from the Backroad Explorers 
to the Desert Explorers when he 
approached the Mojave River Valley 
Museum way back in ~1995 to see if 
they would be interested in adopting us 
as a four wheel drive section of their 
organization. They said yes.

Now that the Covid thing is winding 
down, our next meeting on August 28 
will a pot luck (I hope you won’t all bring 
potato salad.) and will be held at my 
house in Lytle Creek. I hope you have all 
had your vaccine shots because we (at 
least most of us) won’t be wearing masks. 
I also hope we’ll see some new faces (and 
old ones too).  ~ Marian

Chairwoman’s 
Corner 
by Marian Johns

Directions to Marian’s
Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and proceed uphill, Northwest 

into the mountains following Lytle Creek Wash. 
You will pass the Valero gas station (on your left) and 

shortly continue through a stoplight. 
Go six and one fourth miles, passing the Ranger Station and 

two stores on the right and our two story house is on the left 
behind a black iron fence directly across the street from the 
white, modular Post Office. 

If you get to cross street Valley Vista, you have gone 100 
feet too far. Several friendly dogs will greet you but are 
confined behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance: (909) 887-1549.

Desert Explorers  
August Meeting
Saturday, August 28th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch
Marian Johns’ Home
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Camels on the Mojave Road
By Alan and Claudia Heller

The Mojave Road, also known as Old Government Road (formerly the Mohave Trail), 
 is a historic route and present day dirt road across what is now the Mojave...

Trudging along the Old Mojave Road, 
it was as though we were going back in 
time to the day camels occupied the 
California desert, in an effort to replace 
the burro. This failed experiment 
originated in the 1850s on the premise 
that these beasts of burden were already 
acclimated to the challenges of desert 
travel and could carry much more than 
burros. More than 60 dromedaries (one of 
the existing species of camel) were 
imported and took up their duties in 
aiding the military. After the experiment 
was deemed a failure (many say it was a 
political decision), the camels trekked 
along the Old Mojave Road, headed for 
San Pedro then Fort Tejon.

Fast forward to present day, 
overshadowed by Covid, the camel 
remains a force to contend with as private 
owners cling to camel history and strive to 
keep it alive. A re-enactment of a portion 
of past camel treks across the California 
desert took place recently as several camel 
owners transported their beasts in trailers 
to Goffs on Old Route 66. After a stay 
among the historic stamp mills, the camels 
and owners camped on the Old Mojave 
Road and trekked along a portion of that 
ancient path, reliving the days when 
camels were a common sight. Stopped at 
the famed “penny can,” the group 

rendezvoused while the camels socialized, 
some loudly complaining. “They are very 
vocal, and have lots to say,” says Nance 
Fite, organizer of the event. Nance is a 
retired deputy sheriff, best known for her 

one- time 
assistant 

deputy, Bert the camel. She now owns 
Trouper, her current camel, which was an 
active force on the camel re-enactment 
along with his trainer Jason.

Bent on keeping camel history alive, 
Nance belongs to several camel 
organizations and plans events to promote 
camel lore. “I’m excited to show others 
and ride again on part of the Mojave 
Road. The historical road spans 132.9 
miles, starting at the Colorado River, 
across from Fort Mojave, ending at Camp 
Cady. Our trek will cover about 30 miles 
in three days in the Mojave National 
Preserve.” says Nance.

 Included on the trek was a variety of 
participants, each with a connection to 
this historic road. In 2018, Arioch Greene 
said goodbye to his water polo days at 
Glendora High School and headed for 
college at CSU Monterey Bay. He was 
thriving there, surrounded by water, but 
his life today is far different. Arioch is the 
student resident volunteer at Goffs on Old 
Route 66, home of the Mojave Desert 
Historical and Cultural Association. 
Among his variety of projects includes 
helping maintain guzzlers for Big Horn 
Sheep. However, the most recent project 
was participating in the camel trek. 

Goffs is open for public tours which 
start at the remodeled 1914 schoolhouse 

which was officially listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places on 
October 11, 2001. After visiting the 
historic exhibits at the schoolhouse, 
visitors may leisurely tour the grounds 
and enjoy the antique cars, the library and 
stamp mills to name a few. There is also a 
nature trail and cemetery. A guide 
explaining all the exhibits is available at 
the schoolhouse. 

For directions and other information, 
log on to www.mdhca.org, or e-mail 
Laura Misajet, Executive Director. Goffs 
is truly a California gem and embodies 
the Mojave Desert Heritage & Cultural 
Association which is dedicated to the 
preservation of the history of the area. 

It was an historic trek as camels and their owners 
walked along the Old Mojave Road recently to 
re-enact treks of the past when camels were 
brought to the area to aid the military and serve as 
beasts of burden, temporarily replacing donkeys. 
Photo by Alan Heller

Arioch M. Greene, 
raised in Azusa and a 
graduate of Glendora 
High School, serves at 
Goffs as the resident 
student volunteer.  
Photo by Alan Heller

Known as “the camel 
lady,” Nance Fite 

organized the camel trek 
and used her expertise 

to help fire up the historic 
stamp mills at Goffs. 
Photo by Alan Heller
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2021 Piute Mountain Trip
Photography by Allan Wicker



The correct location for 
June was the abandoned 
Post Office across from the 
Kelso Depot. Here are the 
winners for June: Jean 
Roode, Malcolm Roode, 
Alan Heller, Sue & Bob 
Jaussaud, Randy “One-T” 
Mathews, Danny Siler, 
David Nichols, Vickie Hill, 
Albert Schioppi and Jay 
Lawrence. Bob says that he 
will miss Allan Schoenherr, 
since he was the top “Lost” guesser with 
120 correct locations since 2002. 

Kelso Post Office
The old Kelso Post Office is located at 

90942 Kelso Cima Rd, Essex, CA 92332. 
This little post office opened in 1905 just 
adjacent to the railroad maintenance depot. 
During WWII the town boomed as equip-
ment and troops were shipped through the 
depot, but soon after the town began to 
decline, and the post office closed in 1962.

Kelso Depot seems like a quiet anomaly 
in the middle of the desert, but for the 
Union Pacific Railroad it was a thriving 
necessity. Since its inception in 1862, the 
Union Pacific (UP) wanted a foothold on 
the west coast. After reaching Portland, 
Oregon, UP turned its attention to the rich 
California markets and the ports around Los 
Angeles. To get there, it needed to construct 
a railroad across the Mojave Desert. Kelso 
was crucial to reaching that goal.

In August 1900, Utah Senator William A. 
Clark, a wealthy mine owner, bought a small 
railway in Los Angeles. With this purchase, 
he then started construction on what would 
become the San Pedro, Los Angeles & Salt 
Lake Railroad. In 1902, UP made a deal with 
Clark and purchased half the stock of the 
railroad before it was even completed.

Construction of the line, known as the 
Salt Lake Route, began at the two ends near 
Salt Lake and Los Angeles and spread 
across the Mojave Desert in between. By 
1905, the route had grown to nearly 235 
track miles and reached Siding #16. The site 
gained its present name when two ware-
housemen put their names into a hat along 
with that of a third worker, John Kelso. 

They drew out a name and Siding #16 was 
renamed “Kelso.”

By the end of 1905, the track stretched 
from the west coast port of San Pedro to Salt 
Lake City, giving UP access to markets in 
southern California. Later, UP persuaded 
Senator Clark to sell his stock in the Salt Lake 
Route, giving UP full ownership of the line.

The steep two percent grade from Kelso 
to Kessler Summit (later renamed Cima) 
meant that “helper engines” would need to 
be stationed nearby to assist locomotives 
up the 2,078 foot ascent. Additionally, 
steam locomotives of the era desperately 
needed water. Kelso had a reliable water 
source from a spring in the Providence 
Mountains, so it became the site of the 
“helper engine” station.

The first depot at Kelso opened in 1905, 
followed a few months later by a post 
office, an engine house, and an “eating 
house” to serve railroad employees and 
passengers on trains without dining cars. 

In the early 1920s, the Los Angeles & 
Salt Lake Railroad began planning for new 
depots, restaurants, and employee facilities 
at several towns, including Kelso. The 
railroad chose to design these new build-
ings in the Spanish Mission Revival style. 
Inter-railroad competition was lively, and 
UP was determined to put up buildings that 
would rival the Harvey Houses of the Santa 
Fe lines. The style would, as UP Chairman 
Lovet wrote, “add very little to the expense 
but a great deal to the appearance of the 
place. It is a dreary country and the lack of 
anything of this sort contrasts very conspic-
uously with the Santa Fe.”

Believing that the now-empty Depot 
would become “a target for vandalism, 

unauthorized entrance, and 
a legal liability,” UP 
Division Superintendent 
G.R. Jenson made plans to 
raze the building. Local 
residents and others across 
the region heard about the 
proposed demolition and 
began to publicize the 
building’s plight. The group 
organized the Kelso Depot 
Fund and set about saving 
the building. After success-

fully halting demolition, however, they 
found the costs of restoration too expensive 
and turned to local politicians and the 
federal government for assistance. At that 
time, the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) already managed much of the land 
around Kelso as the East Mojave National 
Scenic Area – it made sense for the BLM 
to gain ownership of the Depot. Members 
of Congress from the area went to work 
and, by 1992, the BLM had the title to the 
building. With the passage of the California 
Desert Protection Act of 1994, the East 
Mojave National Scenic Area became 
Mojave National Preserve, and the Depot 
passed into the hands of the National Park 
Service. Renovation began in 2002. Kelso 
Depot reopened to the public as the 
primary visitor center for Mojave National 
Preserve in October 2005. Walter Feller / 
Digital-Desert with permission.

Guess what? Bob is lost again and as 
usual he is looking for a ride. Send your 
guess for this month’s puzzle to Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the subject. He will 
publish the names of winners along with 
his hearty thanks and a new Lost puzzle for 
the month. ~ Bob P
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June “Lost” Kelso Post Office

Lost: Where Am I?

Photo by Bob Peltzman
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2021 Rondy camping note from Mal Roode
Lakeside Casino and RV Park

This is another RV park about a 10 minute drive, 4.7 miles away from the 
Rendezvous. There is a lake with a sidewalk circling it and nice landscaping. 
Although we only stayed one night, we enjoyed our stay. The sites have level 
concrete pads and full hookups.

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar CA KF6FZE

Pete Austin Diamond Bar CA K6PAA

Craig Baker Sylmar CA KC6KKR

Bill Baird Yucaipa CA AC6SP

Trudy Baird Yucaipa CA KD6NUY

Bruce Barnett Brea CA KD6BOY

Shelly Barnett Brea CA KD6DIR

Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR

Ken Eltrich Venice CA K6KCE

Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara CA KK6NLP

Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest CA KI6YLR

Bill Gossett Ridgecrest CA KI6YLQ

Emmett Harder Devore CA KK6WET

Axel Heller Long Beach CA KG6DII

Ed Jack Thousand Oaks CA KM6NTV

Marian Johns Lytle Creek CA KN6KBN

Jay Lawrence Long Beach CA KI6KAV

John Marnell Apple Valley CA KC7AHW

Homer Meek Torrance CA K6HKT

Steve Marschke Torrance CA KK6EOS

Deb Miller Marschke Torrance CA KK6EOW

Deborah Nakamoto Temple City CA KK6UNR

Jerry Peppers New York NY W8JPP

William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH

Malcolm Roode Highland CA KF6GZH

Ken Searer Cerritos CA KD6UHY

Bill Smith Box Elder SD KQ1S

Julie Smith Box Elder SD KI7TNF

Joan Steiner Irvine CA KJ6AIK

Paul Vermette Anaheim CA KI6JFU

Ingo Werk Wilmington CA KK6EWB

Silent Keys
 Lorene Crawford KD6TLO

 Neal Johns AG6HR

 Bob Martin KD6BRL

 Jim Proffitt WB6FXG

 Don Putnam KC6SMI

 Dick Taylor K6VT

 Betty Wallin KD6CY



2021 Desert Explorers Rendezvous
Registration Form

Wine Ridge RV Resort & Cottages 3800 Winery Rd • Pahrump, Nevada
October 22-24, 2021 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

All Names in Party

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

Fees The following fees will be charged: Amount Number Total

o Registration Fee (per vehicle) $10 x ____ = $_____________

o Saturday Night Dinner (per person) $17 x ____ = $_____________

  Overall Total $_____________ 

• The Saturday Night Dinner will be Chicken Parmesan or vegetarian pasta entrees with side dishes 
and dessert. Please note that we cannot bring any drinks, alcohol or otherwise, to the Elk’s Club, but 
they will have a bar for purchase of any kind of drink.

Choose   ___ Chicken Parmesan   ___ Vegetarian pasta 

• Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to DE
Treasurer Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way # 15035, Box Elder, SC 57719. We must receive
registration materials no later than October 15th, 2021. There will be no refunds.

• Don’t forget a dish to share for the Friday potluck at 6:00. For any other questions about the Rondy
contact Bob Jacoby (Jacoby.r@att.net) or Mignon Slentz (mignonslentz@gmail.com).

Current Schedule of Rondy Activities 2020 • Pahrump, Nevada 

Friday, Oct 22 Morning  Inbound Trip to Pahrump Area

1:30  Geology Trip From Shoshone to Pahrump led by Bill Neill. 

5:00  Happy Hour (Wine Ridge RV Resort, 3800 Winery Rd., Pahrump, NV)

6:00  Potluck Dinner (Wine Ridge RV Resort) Alcohol & beverages are OK.

Please note there will be no silent auction this year.

Saturday, Oct 23 Morning Geology of Titus Canyon Into Death Valley – Bill Neill

Morning Tour of Ash Meadows – Mignon Slenz and Glenn Shaw

5:00  Saturday Happy Hour Begins  
(Elks Club Bar – All beverages need to be purchased at bar) 

6:00  Dinner (Elks Club)

7:00 Guest Speaker presentation (tentative) on the Pahrump history (Elks Club)

Sunday, Oct 24 Morning  Docent Tour of Pahrump Museum led by Bob Jacoby (Pahrump Museum)

10:00  Outbound Tour (Old Spanish Trail?)

12:00  Tour of Winery and Wine Tasting (11:30, 1:30, 3:30) Please note that the 
Sunday wine tours are $5 per person.
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Purple Chickens?
by Anne Stoll

We’ve just come back from a two-
week trip up to Portland, OR to see 
family. Made it out and back just in time 
before all of California started out on a 
July road trip but we did manage to get 
caught up in Oregon’s apocalyptic heat 
wave – 112 degrees – yikes! Some folks 
in Oregon don’t know much about heat 
– but they are fast learners. My dear 
nephew has now experienced and 
will doubtless never forget the 
summer of – not Purple Rain, not 
Purple Haze – but purple chickens. 

My nephew has a 20-acre farm 
south of Portland and this year he 
decided to try raising fryers for sale 
(bad timing could run in the family). 
Chickens are apparently not the 
brightest of God’s creations and they 

don’t handle heat at all well. Despite 
giving them shade, water to drink and 
rigging up a misting system, the 
chickens still stood out in the bright sun 
panting. Nephew couldn’t actually spray 
them with water because that frightens 
them and they have heart attacks and 
drop dead on the spot (!) when startled, 

so he found a way to spray the tree over 
them so the water fell like rain on them. 
A fine strategy but not much fun at 2:00 
a.m. when it was actually cool enough to 
do some good. Alas, we weren’t allowed 
to witness any of his heroic efforts, as 
our presence might also frighten them. 
Almost comical except he had about 

$5,000 invested in them and had 
them all sold in advance. 

But the purple part? Well, that’s 
what color these beauties turned 
when they gave up the ghost. 
Luckily, at last report he only 
counted six purples with only  
two more “fattening” weeks to go.  
Ah, the joys of a small farm, eh?   
~ Anne

Arizona Peace 
Trail Trip Pre-Run 

Planning
Bll Smith is doing some planning this winter for a 

future Desert Explorers trip on the Arizona Peace Trail. 
The dates are still up in the air as he needs to do a pre-
run, which is a 5-7 day adventure in itself. Would you be 
interested in participating?

He is planning the pre-run in five one-day segments 
and participants may do any or all of them with prior 
coordination with him. 

The segments vary in difficulty from medium to 
difficult. Check out the Arizona Peace Trail related videos 
on YouTube. There is additonal information at the trail 
organization web page https://arizonapeacetrail.org

Bill will be the leader and point of contact. He may be 
reached at 928-852-8146 or misterbillsmith@gmail.com
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June 7, 2021
DE Zoom Meeting
Online Planning Meeting
Use your computer, cell phone or home 
phone to join in. Details will be sent by 
email as the date approaches.

August 13-15, 2021
Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Cross the southern Sierras and the Kern 
Plateau starting in Pearsonville, through 
Kennedy Meadows to the Sequoias on the 
west side. 

August 28, 2021 DE Meeting
Desert Explorer planning meeting and 
potluck lunch at Marian Johns’ home. 

Postponed 
Big Bear - Yucca Valley
Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

October 22-24, 2021
Annual Desert Explorers 
Rendezvous Pahrump, Nevada
Rendezvous trips will be listed as they 
are confirmed. We will have pre-Rondy 
inbound trips that wind up in Pahrump, 
trips in the Pahrump area and outbound 
trips for folks on their way back home. 
In the middle we’ll have a big DE 
dinner, a guest speaker and an all-
around good time.

November 6, 2021
Ridge Route Tour
Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning May 
9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route which 
was the original auto road between Los 
Angeles and Bakersfield. The tour will be 
led by a local historian who will provide 
historical information for the entire route. 
We will be having lunch on the trail. The 
road has not been maintained for over 50 

years, so you can expect just about any 
kind of conditions. High clearance, at 
least, will be required. There may be a $5 
charge by the historian for each person on 
the trip. For more information, contact 
Bob Jacoby.

November 24-28, 2021
Thanksgiving 2021 at  
the Colorado River
Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Thanksgivings at the river used to be a 
tradition, a tradition it’s time to restart. 
The Thanksgiving holidays this year are 
Thursday-Sunday, November 25-28. 
Things to do include visiting Oatman, the 
Kingman Route 66 Museum, London 
Bridge, Needles Museum, Topock 66, 
Searchlight, Laughlin, Katherine’s 
Landing, Chloride, or you might just 
hang out at the river. Four wheel drive is 
not necessary for this trip. There are two 
queen bedrooms and one twin bedroom  
in the bunkhouse available to reserve, 
plus there are plentiful motels in Needles. 
Email usontheriver@gmail.com if you 
are interested in  joining us.

December 11, 2021
DE Yule Party
Festive potluck party at the home of Ding 
and Allan Wicker!

Postponed 
El Paso Mountains Area
Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

March 11-13, 2022
Ocotillo to Borrego
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Friday meet, hike and overnight in Blair 
Valley. Saturday gas up and gather at 
Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 

camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail conditions. High 
clearance 4WD required. CB channel 13. 
If you would like to join us, email Jay at 
solariscomm@earthlink.net . 

March 25-27, 2021
Annual Desert Explorers  
Rendezvous Needles, California

April 2022 Carrizo Plain 
National Monument
Leaders: Danny & Norma Siler
We will be exploring the geologic 
contortions caused by the San Andreas 
Fault which runs straight through there. 
Details to be announced.

June 25 - July 3, 2022 
Eastern Sierras
Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern Sierras 
from the Bishop area to the Mono Lake 
area. Details to be announced. 

November, 2022
San Gabriel Mountains 
Liebre Mountain Trail
Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 
National Forest. Details to be announced. 

DE River Days
Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud

Rancho Camulos
Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud

Trips being planned 
 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 

Mountains near Idylwild
 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Need a leader
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert

Tri ps and Events

2022
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July
  

August
 13-15  Kennedy Meadows to Sequoias 

Jay Lawrence

September
   Postponed due to injury
   Back of Big Bear 

Nelson Miller

October
22-24 DE 2021 Rendezvous 

Pahrump, NV

November
 6  Ridge Route 
  Bob Jacoby

24-28 Thanksgiving at the River
  Bob & Sue Jaussaud

December
 11 DE Holiday Gathering 

Wicker home, Claremont

2021

April
  

May
  

June
 25-7/3 Eastern Sierras Ramble 

Jay Lawrence

January
  Postponed due to injury
  El Paso Mountains 

Nelson Miller

February
  

March
 11-13  Borrego South to North 

Jay Lawrence
 25-27  DE 2022 Rendezvous 
  Needles, California 

July
  

August
  

September
  

October
  

November
   Liebre Mountain Trail
  Bob Jacoby

December
  DE Holiday Gathering 

2022

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert



 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
is mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Viejo 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
P.O. Box 124 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
818-383-4678 

bopeltzm
an@

gm
ail.com

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Allan Schoenherr 
The Good Allan 

414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 
Laguna Beach 

CA 92651 
949-351-5450 

 
aschoenherr@

fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
514 Am

ericas Way, #15035 Box Elder 
SD 57719-7600 928-853-8146 

928-853-8146  
m

isterbillsm
ith@

gm
ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List




