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The Tetons
and Yellowstone

by Axel Heller
After leaving Moon Craters NP,  

we headed eastward towards Jackson, 
Wyoming. Going up and up toward Teton 
Pass (8431’) with a grade up to 10% we 
crossed the 
top, and just 
like a 
rollercoaster 
headed down 
on a 10% 
grade. I had 
added an 
aftermarket 
Tire Pressure 
Monitoring 
System 
(TPMS) to 
my rig for all 
tires. The 
TPMS went 
into alarm and 
the display 
was reading 
“slow leak 
front tires, 
Temp 245° & 252°!” Fortunately, there 
was road work for single lane traffic, so 
we stopped and everything cooled down 
a little without having to pull over in the 
turnouts.

Jackson was billed as the “Last Wild 
West Town” in the country. The store 
fronts looked authentic from the old 
west, and all of the patrons (banditos) 
being masked, wandering from store to 

store. It was a challenge traveling 
through town with a 24’ van and towed 
car on the narrow road.

The Tetons are the “youngest” 
mountain 
range in the 
Rockies, only 
six to nine 
million years 
old. The 
Teton Fault 
shifted the 
valley floor 
and mountains 
to over 7,000’ 
difference in 
elevation 
between 
them. 
Glaciers 
carved the 
valley floor 
creating 
numerous 
lakes. 

Jackson Lake was dammed before it 
became a National Park, and this dam 
added 40 feet of additional depth to the 
lake.

In the early 1800s fur trappers were 
exploring the west for beaver. Lewis and 
Clark passed well north of the Tetons/
Yellowstone. How did the “Tetons” get 
their name? It may have come from the 
French Trappers passing by naming them 
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“les trois tetons” or “the three breasts.” 
They must’ve been missing companion-
ship. Of course it was renamed to the 
TETON, with the middle peak 
called “Grand Teton” due its 
greater size, mmm.

Moran Peak and the town of 
Moran are named after Thomas 
“Yellowstone” Moran. Thomas 
Moran was talented illustrator and 
exquisite colorist for the 
publication Scribner’s Monthly, 
when he was invited to join Hayden 
Geological Survey of 1871, 
exploring the Northwest section of 
the Wyoming Territory. President 
Grant was so 
impressed with 
the survey that 
Yellowstone 
National Park 
was created in 
1872 as the 
nation’s first 
National Park.

Despite 
being our first 
National Park, 
Congress never 
gave funding 
for operation of it. The 
first Superintendent, 
Nathanial Langford, 
worked for five years 
without pay, staff or 
funding. Wasn’t until 1886 
that the army built a fort, 
now named Fort 
Yellowstone, and started 
to protect the park.  
The fort is now park 
headquarters. We weren’t 
allowed to visit the fort 
because of closure due to 
COVID.

The Yellowstone 
Caldera is still very active 
underground, and the magma chamber is 
moving northeast deep underground. The 
Park is still releasing geothermal heat 
into our atmosphere in the form of hot 
springs & geysers. (There was an 

advertisement for the early park on the 
great fishing opportunities: catch your 
fish in the river, and land it, then place it 

in the pond 
behind you 
and it will 
be cooked!) 

Earthquakes are frequent, but low in 
intensity. Yellowstone lake is one of the 
highest elevation & largest fresh water 
lake in the world. Just recently they sent 
a ROV into the depths (400’) and found 

“black smokers” and microbial life 
within them. 

The headwaters of the Yellowstone & 
Snake Rivers are very 
close in origin, but they 
are opposite sides of the 
Continental Divide. The 
Snake River eventually 
enters the Columbia River 
in Washington. The 
Yellowstone River enters 
the Missouri River, then 
into the Mississippi River. 
Inside the Park, boating is 
allowed but limited to 
self-propelled vessels in 

the rivers/streams, 
and on the Lake, 
minimal powered 
vessels.

Off course there 
are the Bison or 
Buffaloes. They 
hang out around a 
nice grassy 
meadow with 
gentle hills near the 
Yellowstone River. 
Easy to find them 
as traffic comes to 
a stop, as people 
“shoot” them with 
cameras. The herd 
is the “largest 
public” in the 
USA. They own 
the park and the 
tourists. The deer 
we came across, 
was watching over 
his family. I 
believe this was a 
Mule Deer. He 

decided to get up when too many people 
closed in with cameras. No other large 
animals could be found; last year when I 
passed through a herd of elk crossed the 
road in front.

Remnants of the 1988 fire were 
observed. The spring was wet, but a 
drought settled into the summer. The fire 
started middle of July and went out of 



control. It wasn’t until September when 
an early snow fall came to the 
firefighters’ rescue. The study that 
followed, came to the conclusion that fire 
is a natural phenomenon in the forest to 
clear dead growth and that proper 
clearing/management is beneficial. Now 
I wish they were doing that here in 
California because in September the state 
was in flames. The El Dorado fire was a 
concern to me as that was close to home 
here in Big Bear. ~ Axel
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Old Post Office at Pearce ghost town

Council Rocks pictographs

Council Rocks

Dragoon Springs Stage Station

Aravaipa Canyon

Turkey Creek Ruin

Jeeping in Southeastern Arizona
by Ellen Miller

I’ve been hanging out in Benson 
Arizona this winter which extended way 
into summer due to the Covid-19. The 
RV park I’m at has a Jeep group, with 
Rubicons and other small 4WD vehicles, 
which goes out usually once a week in 
the surrounding areas. Once they learned 
I know how to drive 4WD roads in my 
Tacoma, thank you Nelson, I was good 
to drive most any of the trips. On 
occasion the leaders have decided my 
much longer wheel base won’t make it 
and I have gone with someone in their 
Jeep. However, they have also 
determined my Tacoma is good for 
hauling back saguaro ribs and other 
items for placement in the park. 

We have explored a number of the 
ghost towns and mines around the 
Tombstone area. Sometimes easy drives 
and other times over more challenging 
and narrow roads. 

One day we went to Council Rocks in 
the Dragoon Mountains which is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
This may 
have been 
the location 
Cochise 
finally made 
peace with 
the Ameri-
cans in 
1872. This 
was definitely a meeting place for the 
Apache as the pictographs and mortar 
holes indicate. The huge boulders 
creating several shelter locations were 
awesome to see and explore. 

Another day included a stop at the 
Dragoon Springs stage station on the 
Overland Mail route between San 
Antonio and San Diego, also listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
This was only one of the 200 stations 
along the 2700 mile route. This section 
of the route was frequently referred to as 
the ‘Jackass Mail’ due to mules being 
used to pull the coaches and passengers 
were at times packed on mule back in 
crossing the deserts. Construction on the 
station began in 1858. Mail service 
along this route ended in 1861 due to  
the Civil War. A lot of work went into 
setting up and constructing this route for 
a rather short time for using the route. 
There were several Confederate graves 
at this location as well from a battle 

between Confederate troops and 
Apaches in 1862. A fun stop to explore.

Yet another trip was to Aravaipa 
Canyon from the east. This included a 
drive into the canyon crossing the creek 
several times. As this was in the early 
spring we enjoyed all the new spring 
green. Lunch and our turnaround point 
was at Turkey Creek Cliff Dwelling,  
a nice Salado ruin from the 1300s.

I’ve been fortunate to join up with 
this fun group while in Benson and look 
forward to many more trips with them. 

    ~ Ellen



5 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 293 octobeR 2020

Broken Down
 by Bob Jaussaud

We were in the middle of 
nowhere in high Nevada last July 
trying to find an old mine. While 
heading up an especially gnarly 
canyon road in low-range 4wd with 
our e-locker engaged, there was a 
loud bang that came from our rear 
differential and forward motion 
ceased. Our faithful old Nissan 
Nismo with its Skamper camper was 
broken and we were in the wilds of 
Nevada without even the advantage 
of cell service. 

Fortunately Sue and I had not 
come on this trip alone. We were 
exploring with a few other crazy 
Desert Explorers (Ron, Glenn, 
Mignon and Robin). I can’t over-
stress how important and comforting 
it was that they were with us. 

Anyway, we still had the use of our 
front differential so we tried to continue. 
After much clanking and slipping, our 
front wheels finally got traction and we 
started moving in the desired direction. 
Thankfully it was only a short way to the 
Mohawk Mine where we found a better 
road leading out. Our goal that evening 
had been to camp along 
Cottonwood Creek. Our 
intended route was not 
possible with front wheel 
drive only so we had to 
detour through Silver Peak 
and follow pavement north 
to Nevada’s “Loneliest 
Road” (Highway 6). We 
reached Cottonwood in 
time for a very late, but 
wonderful, happy hour. The next morning 
Sue and I limped home with just our front 
wheel drive. 

Being inherently thrifty, I decided to 
try and repair the truck myself. Over two 
months later (at this writing) our truck is 
still apart. But, there is hope! Turns out I 
had stripped the splines on a rear axle 
when a side gear in the e-locker broke. 
Ouch! It turns out that one cannot buy 

just a side gear. The Dana Nissan e-locker 
is sold as a complete unit only. Double 
ouch! I thought about welding up the old 
broken side gear and modifying a Nissan 
Titan axle to fit, but Steve Marschke and 
Bill Gossett talked me out of that 
foolishness. So I shook the moths out of 
my wallet and now have the required new 

parts. But there’s a story there too. 
I shop the internet a lot and I found a 

site that had the new e-locker needed for 
considerably less than the competition. 
However, when attempting an order the 
site would not work on my computer. So, 
I ended up calling C&M Gear in Missouri 
to try and place the order. The man I 
spoke to had a very heavy Ozark accent 
that I could barely comprehend. I thought 

he said, “Sure, I’ll take the order” 
so I gave him my name, address 
and credit card information. He 
could evidently understand my 
accent all right as, without repeating 
anything back to me, he said 
something like, “OK. It will be in 
the mail this afternoon” and ended 
the phone call. I wondered if I had 
just been scammed. An anxious 
hour later, another man (with the 
same accent) called. Our credit card 
hadn’t gone through. With corrected 
information, his call abruptly ended. 
He did, though, call back a short 
time later to say it had gone through 
OK. At this point I had the belated 
presence of mind to ask for a 
receipt. He said he would send me 
the tracking number and again 

ended the call. Sure enough, a few 
minutes later I got a text with a photo of a 
USPS (not UPS or FedEx) mailing label, 
but nothing else, no receipt, no nothing. I 
was not very assured and told Sue I may 
have been “had.” To make a long story 
short, I was extremely relieved when the 
part arrived quickly, as promised and as 

represented. So, when you 
need fourwheeling parts 
you might consider C&M 
Gearing. I will use them 
again. Who needs a 
receipt? 

With the new e-locker 
in hand I started looking 
for a new axle. I finally 
found the hard-to-find, 
discontinued axle I needed 

at a Phoenix Nissan dealer but, of 
course, it was pricey. Triple ouch! 
However, they shipped USPS (what’s 
with that?) and we got an email receipt. 
Now that the new axle has arrived, as 
promised, I feel the hard part is over.  
I just need to quarantine myself in the 
garage and put it all together. So, lets  
all get past this Covid thing and go 
camping. I think we’ll be ready! ~ Joeso
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Rock Art in Kyrgyszstan Photos by Allan Wicker
Here a few photos I took of rock art in Kyrgyzstan 20 years 

ago, when Ding and I were teaching there.  I was surprised to 
see that some of the figures look very similar to what we see in 
our own Southwest.  ~ Allan

Mojave River Valley Museum Field Trip
Coxey/Van Dusen Road to Holcomb Valley & Fawnskin • Saturday, October 24, 2020 • Leaders: Richard & Lori Shapel

On Saturday, October 24, Richard 
and Lori Shapel will lead us on a 
Coxey Road Field Trip. We will meet 
at the ARCO Station on the corner of 
Bear Valley and Kiowa Roads at 9 
a.m. You will need a vehicle with high 
clearance but not necessarily a 4X 
drive. Have a tank full of gas, some 
munchies, a lunch, plenty of water, 
and of course a hat. Everyone is 
welcome to come join us for the trip. 
You don’t need to be a member of our 
Museum to go along, but of course we 
think becoming a member here is 
always a good idea. 

Coxey Road (so named because it 

went past Coxey Ranch and Coxey 
Canyon) is a part of the Van Dusen 
Road and there is a lot of history there. 
In 1861 the miners of Holcomb Valley 
needed a yearround road to use as a 
supply route, so they banded together, 
raised about $2,000, and paid Jed Van 
Dusen, the local blacksmith, to build a 
road to connect with John Brown’s Toll 
Road. In 1897 that part of the road that 
ran along the Mojave River in Hesperia 
became known as the Hesperia Stage 
Road. Jed Van Dusen’s bigger claim to 
fame was his daughter Belle, who by 
all accounts was the prettiest thing for 
miles around. The Belleville Township, 

which at the time stretched from Bear 
Valley to the Colorado River. was 
named for Belle. The earliest known 
census of Belleville Township was in 
1870 and there were 56 people in the 
entire district; it was discontinued in 
1952.Townships were also known as 
Judicial Districts 

For more information about this 
trip, call Richard Shapel at 

(406) 291-1448 
PLEASE NOTE: As of September 

25, 2020 there is a forest-wide closure 
that will be re-evaluated daily. Please 
check with Richard before arriving for 
this trip.



We have several new faces 
among us! Hope to see you 

out in the desert soon!
Kevin Carlin
San Diego, CA

Ed & Tracy Jack
Thousand Oaks, CA

Michael Pfeifer
Crestline, CA
Ingo Werk

Wilmington, CA

Our Museum Bookstore is Online!
Breaking news from the Mojave 

River Valley Museum bookstore, where 
100% of each sale goes to the Museum! 

Buy our books online! 
We also accept memberships and 

donations. We can accept credit cards as 
well as PayPal. It is a great system that 
has been working for us all through the 
spring and summer! 

We have nearly twenty titles online 
available to order 24/7. If we do not 
have what you need give us a call at 
760-256-5452. You don’t see a popular 
title you think should be there, email 
Walter directly at Walter@AEVE.com . 

All sales go to help the museum!  
This is not a retailer referral program –  
it is the real deal with direct sales.

Mojave River Valley Museum Bookstore
https://www.mojaverivervalleymuseum.org/books.html

Recommended Reading
Desert Explorer Leonard Friedman 

recommends this article:
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/
hottest-day-ever-and-i-was-there

(We would put it in the newsletter but 
that would be poaching and a giant 

violation of the Sierra Club copyright...)

From Marian Johns
A friend of ours (Neal’s & mine) gave 

me a box of old Desert Magazines. I 
don’t need them because I have Neal’s 
complete collection (except for the very 
first issue). These giveaways are mostly 
from the 70’s and they’re looking for a 
new home. ~ Marian 
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Desert Explorers At Large

 Desert Explorer and Puzzle Master Bob Pelzman has sent a bonus 
puzzle for us this month. You can solve it online at this link:
 https://crosswordhobbyist.com/818874/Highway-14-Loci

After you put in your best guesses, click on SUBMIT and Bob will 
share the explorers with the most correct guesses in the next newsletter. 

Be sure to put YOUR name and email address in the box (not Bob’s).  
To get you started, the answer to 3 Across is VOCAL 

Across 
 1 one-room, female school teacher, slang 
 3 Utter...
 6 “Remember the ______.”
 8 Sterile room in a hospital 
 9 Federal prison in Kansas 
 11 Mono Lake spires are made  

of this 
 13 **Near Willow Springs Raceway 
 15 “Ah, there’s the ____” (Hamlet) 
 17 **Rte. 14 A.K.A.- desert portion 
 20 Type of diving-board dive or large white 

bird 
 22 2,000 lbs 
 23 **Location of Robber’s Roost Ranch 
 24 Cupid in Greek mythology 
 25 Hammer, e.g. 
 26 **Town southwest of Palmdale 
 27 Vacation, usually 
 29 NaCl 
 31 Acapulco aunt
 32 “True “J. Wayne Flick 
 33 Veins of metal ore 

Down 
 1 20 Mule Team Wagons· destination 
 2 Pepsi e.g. 
 3 “I do” e.g . 
 4 Gold in Guadalajara 
 5 94 year old disk jockey, Laboe 
 7 .... Loci of Golden Cactus Ghost Town 
 10 Attila was one 
 11 Ground Cloth 
 12 Adjective for the Beatles ___ Four 
 14 Karaoke necessity 
 16 .... North of Palmdale 
 18 Agreement between countries 
 19 Scarce commodity in the desert 
 20 Type of rattlesnake 
 21 Turn east for Garlock, here 
 27 Horse race pace, sometimes
 28 Handy for bailing 
 30 Small desert hill builders

mailto:Walter@AEVE.com
https://www.mojaverivervalleymuseum.org/books.html
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/
https://crosswordhobbyist.com/818874/Highway-14-Loci
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Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep
Upcoming Project Announcement – New Guzzler Installation!

October 24 – 25, 2020
At the Castle Mountain Ventures (Viceroy) Mine

Sign Ups Are Requested ASAP
 SCBS is partnering with Castle 

Mountain Ventures / Equinox Gold 
(formerly known as the Viceroy Mine) 
to install a brand new guzzler system on 
the perimeter of their active mining 
operations. Due to the fact that the mine 
is actively operating, we will only have 
access to the site on Saturday and 
Sunday. The mine has agreed to use their 
heavy excavating equipment to prepare 
the guzzler location in advance, 
including leveling the rain mat location 
and pre-excavating the holes for the 
tanks. This system will include three 
RainCatcher tanks. We will need a large 
crew to be prepared to start work 
immediately on Saturday morning to get 
the tanks into the ground and install the 
rain mat system. The crew will need to 
drive to the work site; carpooling can be 
arranged. We are considering the 
possibility of hauling some water to the 
system (water supplied by the mine) on 
Sunday if time permits. The Mine 
reports seeing at least 25 Bighorn Sheep 
currently residing around the mine 
property. Five sheep were spotted by 
SCBS volunteers while inspecting the 
project site, as well as plentiful piles of 
droppings. The habitat is choice with 
abundant vegetation and favorable 
geologic structure. This is a really great 
opportunity to provide the one vital 
element to boost lamb recruitment: 
WATER! And remember, if this guzzler 
is supplying water for the bighorn 
sheep, all animals benefit : bobcats, 
mountain lions, coyotes, fox, deer (yes, 
there are deer in this area), small 

mammals, birds, you name it.
Activities will include: raking and 

preparing the pad for the rain mat, 
unfolding and positioning the rain mat, 
creating the outer edges of the rain mat 
by filling and placing sand bags on the 
edges, moving and placing rocks of 
various sizes as needed (there are plenty 
of rocks here), preparing the holes for 
the RainCatcher tanks (they should be 
already roughly pre-excavated), working 
with a crew to move the tanks into place 
manually, burying the tanks with dirt, 
assisting with plumbing the rain mat 
catchment dam with the tank system 
(any plumbers out there want to help?), 
re-landscaping & clean up, and possibly 
hauling some water in cubes on 
available trucks a short distance (to be 
determined). If you are concerned about 
social distancing, you can bring your 
own gloves, mask, tools and maintain 
proper separation from others.

The Castle Mountain Ventures / 
Equinox Gold site is located within the 
nearly formed Castle Mtn Monument 
boundaries, on the Eastern perimeter of 
the Mojave National Preserve, near the 
California-Nevada state line. Primary 
access to base camp and the mine will be 
using Walking Box Road which can be 
approached either from Nipton, CA or 
Searchlight, NV. Walking Box Road is 
graded but noticeably wash boarded for 
at least 15 miles; not recommended for 
RVs unless your RV can take that kind 
of abuse (suggestion: if you have to have 
your city-street RV, consider making 
private arrangements in Searchlight and 

commute to the work site. There is also a 
possible secondary camping spot closer 
to base camp along the wash boarded 
road that is better suited for RVs than 
our base camp). Camp will be set up 
outside the mine property on BLM land 
and we will need to be escorted through 
the Mine to the project site. This is 
beautiful country with lots of desert flora 
and Joshua Trees; we will need to share 
the space that is available at base camp 
due to the abundant vegetation. Rodger 
Lopez has already volunteered to cook 
and serve breakfast and dinner for the 
crew if enough people are interested. If 
no one is interested, we will cancel his 
services. Also due to the project being 
located on mining property, no dogs are 
allowed at the work site.

Please make plans to arrive on 
Friday afternoon to set up your camp. 
Here’s a great opportunity for those 
who are still in the working world 
- have you used up all your vacation 
days this year? “Use it or lose it” is 
what HR will tell you, you can’t carry 
all your vacation days over into next 
year so please consider joining us.

More details and plans will be 
provided to those who sign up. Contact 
John and Linda Roy if you are interested 
in participating in this exciting project: 
email preferred

johnandlindaroy@yahoo.com
and if you don’t have email call 

562-697-7232.
Please provide your name, address, 

phone number if you email.

mailto:johnandlindaroy@yahoo.com
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Over the years I have spent a lot of 
money adding to my book collection. 
Indeed, I have a house full of books. 
Most of the books are on Western 
History and US History in general. 
However, the part of the collection that I 
am the most proud of is the book shelf 
that contains my collection of off road 
trail guides. I have about 100 books that 
fit this category and some of them are 
definitely worth sharing. Below is a 
listing of some of the books with some 
comments on my part.
 1. 1000 Miles of Dirt in Montana by 

Dan Lewis. This book is significant 
for me because it is the first book I 
possessed that Neal Johns didn’t 
already have. (However, I think that 
Neal eventually added it to his 
collection.) It is a bit dated now as it 
was first published in 1988. 
Nevertheless, from what I can tell it 
is still accurate. The book 
divides the state of 
Wyoming into 12 
sections and this seems to 
work well. It does not 
feature GPS readings and 
there isn’t a lot of 
historical information or 
geology interpretation but 
the instructions are very 
clear. I am not sure of the 
availability of this book 
any longer but it is 
definitely worth having and even if 
you are not heading for Wyoming it 
is a great armchair travel book!

 2. Wyoming Backroads by Marc Smith. 
For all of you Wyoming junkies here 
is yet another book to purchase. It 

was published in 2013 and contains a 
lot of trips and trails that do not 
appear in Dan Lewis’ book. The 
emphasis here is on traveling and 
exploring more difficult trails. Each 
trail is rated according to difficulty 
and there are also many ATV trails 
included. The information provided 
includes GPS coordinates and maps. 
There also is some history and 
geology included. If you combine 
this book with the Lewis book you 
are in great shape for a 4X4 trip to 
Wyoming. I believe this book is still 
available on Amazon and other 
websites.

 3. 4X4 Routes of Western Montana by 
Willie and Jeanne Worthy. This book 
was last printed in 2015 and 
emphasizes trips to old mining sites 
and high alpine lakes. The authors 
emphasize that this is a book of 
routes and not specific trails. There 
are seven routes included all of 
which are near Missoula , Montana. 
For each route there is an orientation 
section talking about the surrounding 
area as well as directions from some 
well-mapped landmark to the route’s 
starting point. The author who used 
to write for Four Wheeler Magazine 
has driven every route at least twice. 

Included is GPS 
information and many 
pictures. This is a great 
book if you want to 
headquarter in one place 
and take different trips 
each day. I also have the 
author’s second book, 4x4 
Routes of Southwestern 
Montana. This covers the 
area in that part of the 
state very thoroughly. 
Both books are currently 

available on the internet. 

 4. Four Wheeling on Southern 
Vancouver Island by David Lee and 
Keith Thirkell. This book was 
published in 1997 but is likely still 
very accurate as things haven’t 

changed that much on Vancouver 
Island. This books contain over 60 
trips starting from various points on 
the southern half of Vancouver 
Island. It is written as more of a 
travelogue than a guidebook and 
doesn’t provide GPS data and in 
most cases not even mileages. 
However, the writing is excellent and 
there is enough information given for 
each trip to be able to navigate 
adequately. This book should be used 
in conjunction with maps. Many 
years ago I used this book and had no 
problem at all following the 
directions. There is also another book 
in this series titled Four Wheeling in 
the BC Interior. It uses the same 
format and covers most of the rest of 
Vancouver Island. I am not sure of 
the availability of these books any 
longer but they sure are interesting 
reads.

 5. Where to Go Off road near to San 
Fernando Valley by Burdette 
Johnson. Well, I had to save the best 
for last. This book, or more 
appropriately pamphlet, was first 
published in 1993 and is largely out 
of date. However, it is fun to read and 
provides some interesting 
descriptions for 30 selected trails that 
start in or near the San Fernando 
Valley. There is a map page for each 
trip along with some background 
information. This was one of the 
earliest off road books published and 
is fun to read and peruse even though 
some of the trails have disappeared 
or changed. I would be surprised if 
this publication is currently available. 

There are many more offroading 
books that have been written over the 
years and I think I have most of them. 
I would be very interested in any titles 
that anyone has that may be particular-
ly interesting. In the meantime, if you 
would like to borrow any of the books 
I have, let me know. You can have 
some very interesting and fun armchair 
travel. ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby



Here are the Lost: Where Am I? 
winners for September: Vicki Hill, Mal 
Roode. Ken Eltrich, Vickie Hill, Randy 
(No-T) Mathews, Leonard Friedman, 
Tracy Wood. The September location 
was the Bob & Ward’s Cabin AKA Salt 
Basin Cabin at the base of the Avawatz 
Mountains just south of Death Valley.

Bob & Ward’s Cabin
This old mining cabin built in 1909. It 

is the last building from the Avawatz Salt 
& Gypsum Company mining camp once 
located here. It was home to miners who 
worked in the company’s mines and 
abandoned in the 1950s when mining 
activity ceased.

Quote from a letter written by Bob 

Calkins: “Ward (Walters) and I 
“discovered” the cabin in 1977. Half of 
the roof was missing, as well as most of 
the east wall. It was also leaning about 
two feet to the north. We just couldn’t let 
the place crumble, so for two years we 
worked on it until we brought it to its 
present condition.

During this time we did a lot of 
research and found that the cabin was 
built in 1909 and was only one of many 
that stood in the immediate area. We have 
a photo of the cabin taken in 1915 
showing other structures there too. 
Apparently mining activities out there 
were finally abandoned in the 1950s.

In 1980, Ward and I filed two placer 
claims on the cabin and surrounding 40 
acres. The claims are officially recorded 
as the Bedsprings #1 and Bedsprings #2.

We have continued to make “civic” 
improvements to the place ever since, 
such as adding the outhouse, and the front 
porch, and Ward made those wonderful 
rocking chairs over twenty years ago. We 
don’t know who put up the flagpole, or 

the fire pit in front of the cabin.
Throughout the years people have 

been so kind to us, and are very protective 
of the place. I even got rousted out of bed 
one time at one o’clock in the morning by 
someone who was afraid that I might 
vandalize the place!”

Bob Calkins passed away later that 
year in 2002. Ward then passed later in 
2003, almost exactly a year after Bob 
(which is interesting, because they were 
born only ten days apart). There are two 
metal crosses on the site in memoriam. 

You have probably already guessed 
that our Bob is lost again. Send your 
guess for this month’s puzzle to Bob at 

bopeltzman@gmail.com 
with the word “lost” in the subject. He 

will publish the names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a new Lost 
puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s Golf 
Course.” Bonus points for approximate 
GPS coordinates. ~ Bob P
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Lost: Where Am I?

Bob & Ward’s Cabin

mailto:bopeltzman@gmail.com
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Due to our current 
quarantine status, it’s 

safe to say that our  
entire trip schedule is

 • POSTPONED •
Once all the mayhem  

is behind us, we’ll 
reschedule everything 
and get back on track. 
For now, use this space 

for armchair 
adventuring.

Ocotillo to Borrego
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

 • POSTPONED •

DE River Days
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 

probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona.”

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and round.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy 14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side 
trip up to Red Rock Canyon.

If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Nelson Miller

Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Trek the backroads in the Eastern 
Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Photo courtesy of Dave Burdick

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Ed Jack Thousand Oaks KM6NTV
Marian Johns Lytle Creek KN6KBN
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY

mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
ismojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Viejo 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
 

bopeltzm
an@

aol.com
 

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Allan Schoenherr 
The Good Allan 

414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 
Laguna Beach 

CA 92651 
949-351-5450 

 
aschoenherr@

fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
2532 N 4th St., #445 

Flagstaff 
AZ 86004 

928-853-8146 
928-853-8146  

m
isterbillsm

ith@
gm

ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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