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Neal Johns
by Marian Johns

December 27, 2019
This is a sad day for me; I lost Neal, 

last night – actually he died early this 
morning. Even though his death was 
expected, it doesn’t make it any easier 
for me now that he’s actually gone. 
Looking back, I wish I had had more 
empathy for Neal and the ordeal of 
dementia and prostate cancer that he 
endured. Dealing with someone who 
was once so independent and self-
sufficient was frustrating and I was too 
impatient at times because of his 
limitations and need for help.

Neal’s last four 
days were 
peacefully spent  
in a coma; he 
appeared to be 
comfortable and not 
suffering when the 
end finally came.  
I read that hearing 
is the last sense a 
dying person 
retains even though 
they can’t answer, 
so I talked to him a 
lot and told him 
how much I loved 
him. We were 
married almost 30 
years and I have no 
regrets that I picked 
him to be my 
partner. We had 
many wonderful times and adventures 
together and now I have some wonderful 
memories. I will miss him terribly. The 
house is so empty without him. 

I have planned to have a memorial 
get together for his family, for our 
Desert Explorer friends and for our Lytle 
Creek friends and acquaintances at the 
Lytle Creek Community Center on Feb.1 
at 11:00 a.m. followed by a catered 
lunch – so don’t bother to bring a 
potluck dish.

Richard Neal Johns 
1/19/1931 – 12/27/2019

 Neal was born in West Plains, 
Missouri. He was only three when his 
dad died and his mother remarried a 
railroad employee. Neal hated his 
step-father because he was a mean 
drunk. Consequently Neal never drank 
– nor did he ever smoke. 

When Neal was about eleven, his 
step-father was transferred to a godfor-
saken place near the 
Glamis sand dunes 
in Imperial County. 

His mother thought 
she was in hell 
because the summer 
temperatures were 
unbearable. 

Even though he 
wasn’t motivated to do well in high 
school, Neal was no dummy. He found 
his calling in the Navy which he joined 
right after graduating from Palm Springs 
High School in 1948. The electronic and 
radar classes he took in the Navy peaked 

his interest and provided the motivation 
he needed to excel. 

During the Korean War, he was sent 
to Japan. Then, in 1954, he was sent to 
the China Lake Naval Weapons Base 
(north of Ridgecrest, California) where 
he was a first class electronic technician. 
He met and married his first wife, 
Louise, while there. In 1955 he became 
a Chief Petty Officer – the youngest 
Chief in the Navy. In 1956 he was sent 

to Boston where 
he worked on 
outfitting the 
Navy’s first 
guided missile 
destroyer – the 
Gyatt. He was 
responsible for 
the guidance 
radar system on 
that ship. He 
went with the 
ship when it 
was sent on a 
trial run down 
to Guadalupe in 
the Caribbean. 
Unfortunately, 
he was not a 
happy sailor 
– he was sea 
sick and didn’t 
swim well. 
Luckily that 
was the only 
time he was on 
a ship “at sea.”

In 1958, 
after two stints 
in the Navy, he 
and Louise 

moved back to California where he went 
to work for General Dynamics as a 
guidance radar systems engineer. And 
although he had not gone to college, he 
passed the graduate engineering exam 
for professional engineers.

Marian Estelle (Gaskill) and Richard Neal Johns

Neal’s retirement roast - 1989

Richard Neal Johns  1931-2019



Neal
Neal Johns’ passing marks the end of 

an era, a free and beautiful era on the 
desert that will never be again, a time 
when one could see a dirt road leading 
off into the desert and follow it just to see 
where it led. And Neal did that. I don’t 
believe there was a road in the East 
Mojave that Neal had not been on.  
If only we could follow 
Neal into the desert again. 

Sue and I met Neal at the 
“Friends of the Mojave 
Road” gathering in Nipton 
in 1985. Yikes, how did 35 
years go by so fast? 
Anyway, as fate would have 
it Neal was the first person 
we met after we arrived in 
Nipton that day. Neal 
wanted to introduce Sue to Dennis 
Casebier so he took her into the 
Nipton Schoolhouse, where Dennis 
was holding court, and proclaimed, 
“Dennis, look what I found on the 
desert. Can I keep it?” 

Originally Neal had a Toyota 
Landcruiser that had been 
extremely well used and he was 
living and working in Oxnard, or as 
he called it, the “West Edge of the 
East Mojave.” His Landcruiser was 
so well used that navigating it down the 
road was a bit like navigating a very 

large ship. It required a lot of anticipating 
which direction you would like to go. 
Fortunately though, it did quite well on 
dirt roads as the ruts helped to keep it on 
track. And… Neal’s Landcruiser 
“cuisine” was 
unique. Instead of 
just eating cold food 

straight out of 
cans, Neal would 
take the labels off 
the cans and mix 

them up before throwing them in the 
cruiser. This seemed to add an element of 

surprise to his meals. 
Neal loved Baja. Our trips to Baja 

were many. On those trips Neal would 
get up early and have a “Mountain Dew” 
for breakfast. Then he would drive circles 

around us honking his horn 
to get us moving. He even 
did this one afternoon when 
we were sipping beer in the 
hot spring at Puertecitos. 
Neal hated getting in water 
and wanted to move on. We 
were forced to abandon our 
idyllic spot late in the day 
and drive a torturous road to 
Gonzaga Bay. Such was my 
relationship with Neal in 
Baja that we almost always 
came home at extreme odds 
with each other. Time and 
the desert would soothe the 
nerves and our friendship 
would survive, but we 
always joked that when 
things between us were 
going too swimmingly, it 
was time for a Baja trip. 

When Neal met Marian his life moved 
beyond “Hope” and his “Indian Guide” 
(campfire stories). Though he still 
maintained a list of “wives in waiting”, 
he had been totally smitten. I believe it 
all started on a 1987 trip in the 
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In 1977, Louise divorced him. He 
once told me that he was devastated and 
thought he might go 
crazy. So in order to keep 
his sanity he bought a 
new Toyota Landcruiser 
and began his love affair 
with the desert and 4 
wheeling.

From General 
Dynamics, he went to 
work for the Navy as a 
civilian in Oxnard at Port 
Hueneme’s Naval Nemesis facility; he 
worked at the Naval Ordnance Test 
Station on the Terrier (radar) Missile 

System there. 
When I met Neal on a Backroad 

Explorer trip in 1988, I had an old CJ5 
Jeep that was “locked” front and rear. I 
guess that Jeep and its driver (me) 

impressed him because he became rather 
attentive, helping me (a damsel in 

distress) when my 
Jeep broke down. By 
1988 he had traded 
in his Landcruiser 
(and sleeping in a 
tent) for a Toyota 
pick-up with a 
camper shell – so he 
could sleep in it out 
of the weather. 

So, in 1990, I 
ditched the Jeep and married him - and 
his cozy camper. 

                             ~ Marian 

Neal’s birthday party, Mary Hughes, Debbie 
Miller, Jean Hansen - 2013

Bob Jaussaud and Neal Johs 
goofing around

A flat on Neal’s Landcruiser

Batopilas, Mexico 1986

Bob & Neal Avawatz Mtns 1986 Marian at Ryan, Death Vally 1997
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Providence Mountains 
when Marian’s Jeep lost 
its rear driveshaft and 
yet she still continued 
on, using only the front 
wheel drive. At one 
point she even backed 
her Jeep up a steep, 
rutted hill rather than 
allowing herself to be 
towed. On a subsequent 
trip into the Panamint 
Mountains, the same 
Jeep’s chassis broke and 

the engine fan 
chewed up the 
radiator. After 
field repairs to 
the radiator 

and using a come-along to hold the 
chassis together, she managed to drive 
the Jeep out and became Neal’s “woman 
of considerable will.” 

Aw Neal, we will miss your 
outrageous and risqué 
sense of humor. We will 
miss your voice on the 
CB and your unique way 
with words. We will miss 
your desert wisdom. We 
will miss what made you 
Neal. You can “Trust me”  
on this. ~ Bob Jaussaud

Somewhere on the Mojave - 1990

Motorcycle monument 
near Bird Spring

Neal on the Copper Canyo train 1986Neal and Marian Johns

Neal and Bob Vontrigger - Spring 1986

Cusarare River, Mexico 1986 Neal, Sue and Bob

Salsipuedes, Baja 1986
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I Miss Neal, But I Will 
Never Forget Him

There is so much to say about Neal 
Johns that it is difficult to know even 
where to begin. He was one of the 
founding members of our club and 
throughout the years he has been the 
voice of the Desert Explorers. I think our 
club membership will be writing and 
talking about Neal for a long time. He 
was that unique. 

I would just like to share with you a 
couple of my observations regarding 
Neal and my direct experience and 
interaction with him. The first thing that 
comes to mind is that Neal was a 
teacher. For instance, he took the time 
on several occasions to teach me the 
proper use of a GPS device. This might 
not sound like a big deal but it required 
considerable time on Neal’s part. He also 
tutored me in other areas also. Neal was 
willing to take the time to help so many 
other people as well.

Another aspect of Neal that comes to 
mind immediately for me is his sense of 
humor. You probably all experienced 
this. He was one of the funniest people I 
have ever encountered. Neal was the 
kind of a guy that as soon as you laid 
eyes on him, you started laughing. Mr. 
Johns could get away with stuff that was 
outrageously funny. He was quite unique 
in that regard.

One other thing I would like to 
mention right now regarding Neal was 
his outstanding book collection. I thought 
I had a good collection of books on 
Western History but it pales by 
comparison to Neal’s collection. I can 
only remember one time when I was able 
to share a book that Neal didn’t have!

One final thing about Neal that also 
needs to be said was his ability to find a 
great wife, namely Marian Johns. Her 
devotion to Neal and his devotion to her 
was very touching over the years.

I could write about Neal for a long, 

long time. There is so much to say. 
However, I think others can do it more 
eloquently than I. Nevertheless, I would 
like to close by saying that the heart and 
soul of the Desert Explorers is Neal 
Johns. ~ Bob Jacoby

I always enjoyed listening to him and 
following him on his “This will be easy” 
4WD trips in the Backroad Explorer 
days. ~ Bob Pelzman

Please extend my condolences to 
Marian — And well said, he truly was 
one of a kind and will be remembered by 
all who knew him around the campfires 
to come.  ~ Dan Messersmith

So sorry to hear of Neal’s passing.  
He will be sorely missed. We treasure 
our memories of traveling all over the 
desert and beyond with Neal and Marian 
over a period of almost 30 years. Neal 
was both knowledgeable and 
entertaining. Always looked forward to 
his antics.  ~ Ted and Joan Berger
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At dawn on my first outing with the 
Backroad Explorers, I woke to the sound 
of a revving engine and a honking horn 
— inches from the door of my tent.  
Neal Johns was ready to hit the trail and 
he wanted to make sure nobody would 
be holding up the trip.

He loved to be exploring, and going 
with him was a pleasure and a wonder 
and always an adventure. Sure, there 
were breakdowns, some time spent lost 

and chasing down sketchy directions, 
fixing damaged trails so we could 
continue on, but those were hardly a blip 
on Neal’s radar. He had to go there, see 
the place, walk the trails, know the story. 
And he did this with an uncommon 
grace, unassuming, and with a fun kind 
of craziness that was completely 
infectious. As fellow Desert Explorer 
Stan Sholik put it, “Neat guy. Never led 
us anyplace he was sure we could return 

from. I admire that.” I agree.
After all these years, Neal is in my 

thoughts and memories on every trip and 
every trail. I will remember him when 
things go sideways and when new vistas 
and formerly hidden pieces of history 
and natural beauty unfold unexpectedly.

He never let a dragon pass by without 
pulling its tail. What a great guy. He will 
be missed by all who knew him.

  ~ Jay Lawrence

Neal hating water in Baja Cave paintings near Cativiña With John Perko near Malarrimo

Neal & Marian at El Requesón With the cross petroglyph above San Gregorio Catnap after a big climb

Bahia de Concepción Bob, Neal & Ariel - 1998

Marian navigating Saline Valley 1995

Following Neal into La Purisima 1995
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DE Meeting Minutes
Saturday, December 7, 2019 

We had a brief meeting before the DE 
Holiday Party at the Wicker’s:
Meeting Open 12:05 p.m.
Regrets Vicki Hill & Dave McFarland, 
Mignon Slentz, Steve Jarvis & Kate 
Fosselman, Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Attending Allan & Ding Wicker, Ron 
Lipari, Marian & Neal Johns, Terry & 
Eileen Ogden, Bill & Julie Smith, Axel 
Heller, Jerry Dupree, Dave Burdick, Bill 
Neill, Nelson & Mari Miller, Emmett & 
Ruth Harder, Debbie Miller-Marschke & 
Steve Marschke, Jean & Sunny Hansen, 
Dave Mendenhall.
Previous Minutes Approved

Treasurer Bill Smith reported that we 
have a current bank balance of $4,636.48 
and we have sent a $500 donation to the 
museum as planned. 
Newsletter Jay Lawrence reported that 
the newsletter is in good shape and please 
keep sending in your stories and photos.
Rondy Bob Jacoby and the Jerry Dupree 
reported that we have reserved the Elks 
Lodge for Saturday dinner and will have 
a local guest speaker. A block of rooms at 
the Holiday Inn Express was available at 
reduced rates but going fast. 
Website Website is doing well, being 
updated regularly and sees a lot of traffic. 
Suggested we get Crazy Suzy a gift card 
for the holiday for all the great work she 
does for us. 
Museum Nelson Miller reported that 

concrete and foam construction would be 
used on the museum expansion project 
which would start in the first quarter of 
the new year.
Trips Trip list in newsletter is up-to-date. 
Add Dave Hess to leaders for the Piute 
Mountains trip with Marian Johns. This 
will include a Tehachapi area loop. 
Additional trips discussed were Idyllwild 
area, Saline Valley, Arizona Peace Trail 
(Bill Smith) this spring. Several also 
mentioned avoiding Joshua Tree NP due 
to the current crowds. Marian Johns also 
mentioned a possible Santa Ana River 
trip in the summer.
New Business Tabled
Next Meeting Saturday, February 1st in 
Lytle Creek. 
Meeting Adjourned 12:35 p.m.



8 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 284 januaRy 2020

DE Holiday Party at Ding & Allan’s
Food, Friends and Fun • Photos by Allan and Ding Wicker and Julie Smith
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Desert Explorers At Large
Needles Christmas

Sue and I are sure that the Desert 
Explorers 2019 Christmas Party was a 
great success. We are so sorry that we 
missed it, but we had obligated ourselves 
to put together a Christmas float for the 
Needles Christmas Parade which, of 
course, took place on the same day as the 
DE party. Vicki Hill and Dave McFarland 
helped us assemble the float and Mignon 
Slentz towed it in the parade.  ~ Joso

Wally and Bob Christmas 2019

Dave and Bob working on the float

Needles Christmas float 2019

Mari Miller’s Cranberry 
and Brie Appetizer Ring

Several folks at the DE holiday party 
were looking for this recipe.   ~ Mari

 2 tubes of crescent dough
 1 cup of cranberry sauce  
  (with whole cranberries, not 
  the smooth jelly kind)
 1 wheel of brie cheese, cut into 
  24 wedges
 1 large egg, beaten
	 	 flaky	sea	salt
  fresh thyme (optional)
1.  Preheat oven to 375.  Line a baking sheet with 

parchment or spray a stoneware ring with Pam.

2.  Arrange the crescent roll triangles on the prepared baking 
sheet with the points sticking out, overlapping the bases to 
form an 8-inch circle in the middle of the ring.

3.  Spoon the cranberry sauce onto the bases of the 
triangles and top with the brie wedges (arrange the brie 
so they overlap each other as you build them around the 
bottom of the triangles).

4.  Fold the pointed ends of the dough over the cranberry/
brie and tuck or pinch underneath to seal.

5.  Brush the ring with the beaten egg and sprinkle with the 
salt and thyme.

6.  Bake for 16 minutes, or until dark golden brown.  

7.  Let sit for a few minutes, then slice and serve.  Enjoy!
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Neal Johns Memorial
11:00 a.m. February 1, 2020

Lytle Creek Community Center
Details and directions will be in an 

upcoming email to all Desert Explorers.

San Andreas Fault Line
February 8-9, 2020
Leader: Bob Jacoby

Follow the fault line from Brawley to 
Whitewater with a geologist to answer 
questions and point out highlights along 
the way. Details will be announced as 
they become available. 

Ocotillo to Borrego
March 19-21, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Start at Ocotillo, explore Dos 

Cabezas and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. 

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

April 3-5, 2020
Pahrump, Nevada

Mark your calendars now! We’ll have 
trips in the area and wine and dine in 
Pahrump. Trips, Rondy Dinner, and guest 
speaker info will be announced as things 
come together.

Geology Trip from  
Shoshone to Pahrump 

Rondy Inbound
Friday, April 3, 2020

Leader: Bill Neill
Bill will present a program on 

geology of the Amargosa region 

designed for presentations to Audubon 
Society / Sierra Club / CA Native Plant 
Society. The inbound trip will consist of  
this presentation at Shoshone Museum, 
followed by a stop at the colorful 
volcanic roadcut exposure east of 
Shoshone along the highway to 
Pahrump.

Meet in front of Shoshone Museum 
between 1:30 and 1:50 for a 2 p.m. 
slideshow on “Geology of the Amargosa 
Region” between Death Valley and Las 
Vegas.  Then we will caravan about 25 
miles on Highway 178 to Pahrump, 
stopping at one road cut through volcanic 
rock to view a black obsidian layer and 
mini-geodes.  We should arrive at 
Pahrump by 4 p.m.

Geology of Titus Canyon 
into Death Valley 
 Rondy Day Trip
Saturday, April 4th, 2020

Leader: Bill Neill
From Pahrump, we will caravan 

northwest about 50 miles on highways 
to Beatty, then 26 miles on a one-way 
route down Titus Canyon into Death 
Valley. In Titus Canyon we’ll view 
dramatic geology with help from a 
geology guidebook, and tour the 
Leadfield ghost town. Upon reaching 
pavement at Scotty’s Castle Road, we 
will disperse in the afternoon for our 
return drive through Furnace Creek 
back to Pahrump.

Piute Mountain
May 2020

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Details to be announced. 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
May 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear.  

Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

June 23-26, 2020
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
July 20-23, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern 

Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
October 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

On the drawing board 
 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 

Mountains near Idylwild
 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

—  From the Trip Coordinator —
Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.

Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com



12 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 284 januaRy 2020

Military Convoy Trip – Part IIl
It is time to share with everyone the 

final chapter of the amazing 17 day trip I 
participated on with the Lincoln Highway 
Association. The trip commemorated the 
centennial of the 1919 Army Convoy 
across the Lincoln Highway from coast to 
coast. As I have mentioned previously, I 
was fortunate enough to have the 
opportunity to navigate the trip for 
my friend Brian Suen who owns a 
1958 Studebaker Hawk. 

So far I have discussed the first 
nine days of the trip from 
Washington D.C. to Kearney, 
Nebraska. I will now be highlighting 
the last week of the trip all the way to 
the terminus in San Francisco.

Day 10 (Monday Sept. 9) – 
Kearney, Nebraska to Cheyenne, 
Wyoming  This day was one of the 
longest on the trip as we had about 355 
miles to drive across the rest of western 
Nebraska and into Wyoming to 
Cheyenne. One of the most interesting 
things about this route was the “Stair 
Stepping” of the Lincoln Highway. The 
road follows the section lines around 
farms. As we were basically heading 
west, we encountered a seemingly 
endless number of turns as we traversed 
extremely remote western Nebraska. 
These stair step turns make travel through 
this area very interesting and unique.

Another key highlight of this day was 
a visit to the Pony Express Station and 
Museum in Gothenburg, Nebraska. This 
is a great place to stop if you have any 
interest at all in the Pony Express. The 
Museum has excellent interpretation and 
offers a very interesting and complete 
overview of the Pony Express. They also 
have some great souvenirs.

After a full day of driving, we finally 
stopped for the night in one of my 
favorite towns in the West, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming.

Day 11 (Tuesday Sept. 10) – 
Cheyenne, Wyoming to Rock Springs, 
Wyoming  If you are interested in the 
wide open spaces of the West, this was 
the day for you. We traveled nearly 300 
miles across southern Wyoming all the 
way to Rock Springs on the western side 
of the state. The trip began with a visit to 
the Cheyenne Union Pacific Depot 
Museum. This is a must stop for any 
railroad buff. The depot was constructed 
in 1887. This building is now recognized 
as a National Historic Landmark. 

The other highlight of a busy day of 

driving was a stop at the Abraham 
Lincoln Memorial Monument at the 
Summit Rest Area just east of Laramie, 
Wyoming. This bust of Lincoln is on a 
30 foot tall granite pedestal and is 
spectacular to view. It is just off of I-80 
and is a must stop. 

We spent much of the day on I-80 
across Wyoming as we headed for our 
overnight stop in Rock Springs. 
Unfortunately, there wasn’t time to visit 
the White Mountain Petroglyphs which 
are north of Rock Springs. However, the 
locals informed us that this is one of the 
best rock art sites in Wyoming. 

Day 12 (Wednesday Sept. 11) – 
Rock Springs, Wyoming to Ogden, 
Utah  Today’s 191 mile route included a 
stop at one of my favorite spots in the 
West, Ft. Bridger, Wyoming. Ft. Bridger 
was originally a 19th Century trading 
post established in 1842 by mountain 

man, Jim Bridger. It became a vital 
resupply line for wagon trains on the 
Oregon and California Trail. Ft. Bridger 
was also a key Pony Express station. 

On the site, also, are black and white 
cabins that served the Lincoln Highway 
travelers. These cabins are one of the best 
examples of the historic tourist camps 
along the Lincoln Highway. All in all, Ft. 
Bridger is a very significant historical 
spot and is a must place to visit.

The rest of the day we spent heading 
west down the mountain pass into Utah. 
Even though most of this stretch was on 
interstate highways, it was very scenic 
and included a great vista of the Devil’s 
Slide rock formation which is quite a site 
to see. Our stop for the evening was at 

Comfort Inn in Ogden. 
Day 13 (Thursday Sept. 12) 

– Ogden, Utah to Tooele, Utah  
Today consisted of a relatively short 
day mileage wise. We started the 
day by following the route of the 
Military Convoy from downtown 
Ogdon to downtown Salt Lake City. 
On this stretch we stopped at the 
Hill Aerospace Museum in Ogden. 
This very spacious and interesting 
place is part of the Hill Air Force 

Base and if you are into aviation history, 
it is not to be missed.

From there we continued south to 
Salt Lake City with its many attractions 
including the Mormon Tabernacle and 
the Salt Lake Temple. There are a 
myriad of things to see in Salt Lake and 
they warrant a separate vacation trip. 
Unfortunately, we had limited time so 
after lunch we headed west following 
the Lincoln Highway. Along the way we 
came within view of the Saltair Complex 
which consists of several buildings on 
the southern shore of the Great Salt Lake 
about 15 miles from Salt Lake City. This 
interesting facility is currently being 
used as a major music and concert 
venue. From there it was onto Tooele for 
the evening.

Day 14 (Thursday Sept. 13) – 
Tooele, Utah to Ely, Nevada  On this 
Thursday morning everyone had to make 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby
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a decision. The original route that was 
followed by the Military Convoy still 
consists of an over 100 mile dirt road 
from the Dugway Proving Grounds to 
near our destination of Ely, Nevada. The 
route follows generally the path of the 
old Pony Express Trail across Utah. 
There is another route, but unfortunately 
it is primarily on I-80. Many folks, 
including Brian, understandably did not 
want to take their vehicles on the dirt 
trail even though it was fairly easy by 
DE standards.

I, fortunately, was able to bum a ride 
with the sweep vehicle and was able to 
experience the historic dirt route. There 
was a lot of history on the trail, not to 
mention a lot of dust. Among other 
attractions we stopped at was the Fish 
springs National Wildlife Refuge. We 
also had a fantastic catered lunch at the 
Anderson Ranch in Callao, Utah and 
received a very interesting tour of the 
ranch headquarters.

Unfortunately we were running out of 
time and had to continue heading 
west on the dusty dirt roads until 
we came to Paved Highway 93 
which led us to beautiful downtown 
Ely, Nevada. We met up with our 
colleagues there who took the 
paved road. This was a long, but 
exciting and interesting day that I 
will not forget.

Day 15 (Friday Sept. 14) – Ely, 
Nevada to Fallon, Nevada  Our 
route west out of Ely was on what 
is now US 50 otherwise known as 
“The Loneliest Route in America.” The 
route got this name from an article in 
Time Magazine in 1968. I suspect many 
of you have been over this route and 
probably pretty much agree with this 
description. It is a gorgeous trip through 
the Basin and Range country of Nevada. 

Our first stop was at the Eureka 
Opera House in the tiny mountain town 
of Eureka, Nevada. The Opera House 
was built in 1880 and has been partially 
restored. We also had the opportunity to 
see many of the other old structures in 
the very interesting town of Eureka. 

From Eureka we continued west 
through the mountains and valleys to the 
town of Austin, Nevada. Austin is also 
the home of several historic buildings 
and on the edge of town up a steep dirt 
road is Stokes Castle. This is a very 
interesting three story stone tower that 

was built in 1897 and is quite a site in 
the middle of rural Nevada.

After leaving Austin, we sped 
through the high desert to our evening 
destination of Fallon, Nevada where we 

had a catered dinner at the excellent 
Churchill County Museum.

Day 16 (Saturday Sept. 15) – 
Fallon, NV to Folsom, CA  As we 
headed west out of Fallon it wasn’t long 
before the massive Sierra Nevada came 
into view in the distance. Before we 
knew it, we were in Carson City, the 
capital of Nevada and headed for a stop 
at the Nevada State Museum. This was 
one of the best museums on the trip and 
really provided a great overview of 
Nevada history with special emphasis on 
Native American History.

From Carson City, we went up the 
mountain and followed the shore of 
Lake Tahoe. We then picked up the 
historical and fairly rugged Johnson Pass 
Road to the summit where we once 
come out on US 50 at Echo Summit. We 
stopped at the historic Strawberry Lodge 
and also viewed Bridal Veil Falls as we 
started heading downhill toward the 
Sacramento Valley to Folsom. It was 
Folsom where we had our final 
ceremonial dinner at Mohanna’s Event 
Center. It was hard to believe the trip 
was almost over.

Day 17 (Sunday Sept. 16) – Folsom, 
California to San Francisco, 
California  It was sad realizing that was 
the last day of the trip and it was largely 
through urban areas. The highlight for me 
was a lunch stop at the Livermore, 
California Heritage Guild’s Duarte 
Garage and Lincoln Highway Museum. 
The garage and museum has a very 
significant collection of great, artifacts 
regarding traversing the Lincoln Highway 

in California. We had a great lunch 
on the grounds of the historical 
garage.

This was the last meal we had 
together as a group as many people 
decided to head for home from 
here. It was sad to say goodbye to 
folks, but I also realized that I had 
made numerous new friends to 
keep in contact with. 

Mr. Suen and I did make the trip 
over bridge to San Francisco to 
prove that we had gone “coast to 

coast.” We officially ended the trip at the 
Lincoln Highway Western Terminus 
Plaza and Fountain in the courthouse of 
the Palace Legion of Honor right near the 
Golden Gate Bridge. 

My reflection on these 17 days is 
simply that it was the trip of a lifetime. 
If you love roads and love history this is 
impossible to top. It was expensive, but 
worth every penny. It is also a reflection 
of the quality of the excursions with the 
Lincoln Highway Association. They are 
planning more trips in the future and I 
can hardily wait!   ~ Bob 



Correct location for November: June 
Lake Ski Lodge, June Lake, CA 

Only one winner for December: 
Randy (One-T) Mathews.

Recreational facilities, at June Lake, 
include a winter ski area and summer 
marinas on the lakes; places to stay, eat 
and drink; live entertainment venues; 
horseback rides and pack trips; grocery 
and convenience stores; supplies, 
photography, art and pottery galleries, a 
full	spa	and	fitness	facility,	a	
brewery, a retail cannabis 
boutique and sporting goods 
stores.
 • Ansel Adams Wilderness
 • Mono Lake and the Mono 

Basin National Scenic Area
 • Lee Vining and Tioga Pass
 • Yosemite National Park
 • Owens River Headwaters
 • Bodie Historic State Park

 • Devil’s Postpile NM
 • Bishop, Mammoth & Bridgeport areas

The June Lake Loop area has been 
dubbed the “Switzerland of California.” 
The main village is situated on the 
shores of June Lake and Gull Lake. 
There is a total of four lakes in the 
“loop,” including Silver Lake and Grant 
Lake, with a variety of resorts, 
campgrounds, restaurants and other 
services. There are numerous trails and 

roads for hiking, cycling and OHV 
enjoyment. June Mountain Ski Area 
provides access to over 500 acres of 
designated runs, and a wealth of virgin 
snow runs.

Bob’s balloon ran out of hot air and 
he’s taken to riding a donkey. He found 
this building but doesn’t know if he’s 
close to his cold beer or not. Please help 
him pin down his location. ~ Bob P

Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” 
in the subject. He will publish 
the names of winners along with 
his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him 
know what area he is in, such as 
“The southern part of Death 
Valley near the Devil’s Golf 
Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.

14 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 284 januaRy 2020

Lost: Where Am I?

Last month?  
June Lake Ski Lodge



2020 Desert Explorers Rendezvous
Registration Form

Pahrump Elks Lodge 2220 E. Basin St. • Pahrump, Nevada 89060-4616
April 3-5, 2020 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

All Names in Party

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

Fees The following fees will be charged: Amount Number Total

o Registration Fee (per vehicle) $10 x ____ = $_____________

o Saturday Night Dinner (per person) $17 x ____ = $_____________

     Overall Total $_____________ 

• We do not as yet have final information on the Saturday night dinner. The details will appear 
on this form in the next newsletter. Also, we cannot bring alcohol to the Elk’s Club, but they will 
have a bar. 

• Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to Bill 
Smith, 2532 N 4th St # 445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004. We must receive registration materials no later 
than March 28, 2019. There will be no refunds. 

• Don’t forget a dish to share for the Friday potluck at 6:00. For any other questions about the Rondy 
contact Bob Jacoby (Jacoby.r@att.net) or Gerry Dupree (gwdupree@aol.com). 

Current Schedule of Rondy Activities 2020 • Pahrump, Nevada 

Friday April 3 9:00  Inbound Trip (Old Spanish Trail?) to Pahrump Area 

 1:30  Geology Trip From Shoshone to Pahrump led by Bill Neill.  
(Shoshone Museum)

 5:00   Happy Hour (Wine Ridge RV Report)

 6:00   Potluck Dinner (Wine Ridge RV Report)

  Please note there will be no silent auction this year.

Saturday April 4 Morning Trip into the Wheeler Pass Area – Glenn Shaw

 Morning Geology of Titus Canyon Into Death Valley – Bill Neill

 Morning Tour of Ash Meadows – Mignon Slenz

 Various  Tour of Winery and Wine Tasting (11:30, 1:30, 3:30) 

 5:00  Saturday Happy Hour Begins (Elks Club)

 6:00  Dinner (Elks Club)

 7:00 Presentation by Guest Speaker on the History of Pahrump (Elks Club)

Sunday April 5 10:00  Docent Tour of Pahrump Museum led by Bob Jacoby (Pahrump Museum)

 10:00  Outbound Tour (Old Spanish Trail?)

 12:00  Tour of Winery and Wine Tasting (11:30, 1:30, 3:30)

This list will be updated as we get closer to the actual Rendezvous dates



Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al the kiddies' pal 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue's Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer ™Moneybagsº 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List


