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 Roadrunner’s  
Retreat

The Unfortunate Demise of a Route 66 Icon
by Joe de Kehoe

The Roadrunner’s Retreat is a mile 
and a half west of Chambless and 10 
miles east of Amboy, California, on 
National Trails Highway, formerly 
Route 66. The business consisted of a 
restaurant and service station started by 
Roy and Helen Tull in the early 1960s.

Roy Tull was a truck driver and 
envisioned the Roadrunner’s Retreat as 
a truck stop strategically positioned on 
Route 66 between Needles and Barstow. 
While construction was still underway, 
Roy sold the 40-acre property to F. B. 
“Duke” Dotson, who formerly owned 
and operated Duke’s Western Wear in 
Montclair, California. Roy and his wife 
Helen worked the café for a couple of 

months, but soon after it opened in 
1962, Dotson took over and ran the 
service station and restaurant as a truck 
stop and towing service. In 1963 the rest 
of Dotson’s family, his wife Virginia, 
and their two sons and daughter moved 
out to the desert and settled into a 
mobile home parked behind the 
restaurant. Duke Jr. recalls that when he 
arrived, fresh out of the 6th grade, his 
dad told him to put on an apron and start 
bussing tables. He said that he thought 
his life had come to an end, moving 
from Ontario to this place in the desert.

Roy Tull’s wife Helen worked as a 
waitress in the restaurant with Lola Joyce 
Nelson and several other local women 

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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who served as waitresses. It was not 
uncommon at the time on Route 66 for a 
man and wife team to arrive looking for 
work. Dotson would 
sometimes hire the 
husband as a cook 
and the wife as  
a waitress.

The Standard Oil 
service station just 
east of the cafe was 
built with a 
distinctive Googie-
inspired upswept 
roof, an 
architectural style 
popularized in the 
1950s and 60s, 
influenced by the up 
and coming Space 
Age, the Atomic 
Age, and Jets.

In addition to the 
service station/
garage, Dotson also 
ran a towing service 
with a Texan named 
John Gwen. 
Together, John and 
Duke, and their 
German Shephard 
“Ace,” built and 
maintained all of the 
trucks and “fixed 
everything that 
needed fixing.” 
Duke’s first tow 
truck was named 
“King of the Road,” 
but he called the 
others after bears: 
“Smokey,” “Papa 
Bear.” “Mama 
Bear,” “Teddy Bear,” 
and “Grizzly Bear.”

The Roadrun-
ner’s Retreat closed 
in 1973 when 
Interstate 40 opened 
between Needles and Barstow. Roadside 
businesses on this stretch of Route 66 
through the Mojave Desert between 

Essex and Ludlow died almost over-
night. Businesses that depended on 
tourist and commercial traffic – service 

stations, restaurants, motels, car repair 
shops – were all forced to close. Duke 
Jr. remembers that when his father 

decided to close, they were in the 
restaurant for most of the day, and their 
only customer was a railroad employee 

who stopped in for 
coffee; not a single 
car went by on the 
highway.

After the 
Roadrunner closed, 
Dotson sold the 
property to the 
Murphy family, 
who are the current 
owners. Mr. 
Murphy never 
intended to reopen 
the restaurant; his 
interest was more 
toward having a 
desert retreat and 
maintaining the site 
for its historical 
significance on old 
Route 66. 

On July 30, 
2020 the café 
caught fire and 
although the 
building was still 
standing after the 
fire was 
extinguished, all  
of the contents 
inside were 
destroyed and the 
building had to be 
demolished. The 
adjacent 
Roadrunner service 
station building 
was not damaged 
in the fire.

The distinctive 
neon sign next to 
the highway that 
advertised the 
Roadrunner’s 
Retreat, although 
weather-beaten and 

pale still stands and is immediately 
recognizable as one of these iconic 
symbols on this stretch of old Route 66. 

Photo: Joe de Kehoe

Roy and Helen Tull at the newly built Roadrunner’s 
Retreat. Photo from the Amboy School yearbook.
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Prior to the fire there were tentative 
plans by the current owners to re-light 
the sign, and hopefully that will be done. 

Unless otherwise noted, information 

and photographs for this article are 
courtesy of Duke Dotson Jr., whose 
family ran the Roadrunner’s Retreat 
from 1962 – 1973. There are additional 

photos of the Roadrunner during the 
time that it was operating at my blog at 
Trailsendpublishing.com .  ~ Joe

Photos: Joe de Kehoe

Demolition of the Roadrunner’s Retreat café



Not Finding the 
Ludlow Cave

by Steve Mersman
I went looking for the Ludlow Cave a 

couple weeks ago also known as the 
“Two Ravens Cave.” We left early 
Saturday morning had breakfast at the 
Ludlow Cafe outside due to the current 
circumstances. We headed south over the 
railroad tracks past the cemetery and 
come across a new chain across the road 
going to the Bagdad-Chase mine – 
maybe some new interests have moved 
in. We hiked in a ways but no luck. I 
think it may be more east of where we 
were looking. Anyway we turned around 
and followed the gas line road towards 
Lavic Dry Lake, camped for the evening 
and I picked up some cool specimens of 
jasper and some agate for my polisher. 
Next morning we cooked breakfast, 
packed up and came home. Short trip but 
I always wanted to explore that side of 
the freeway. You have to keep an eye out 
for the military boundaries. It’s fun 
though, watching tanks and military 
maneuvers out in the distance. ~ Steve
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 Hauling Ass
By Lindsay Woods

Several months ago, Tracy reached 
out and asked if I would plan a trip to 
the Death Valley area. In my planning 
for the trip I wanted to explore 
somewhere I had not already been, while 
taking my fellow explorers to some 
other places I had been but 
they had not. My traveling 
partners were BJ, Tracy and 
Jarred.

We departed Hesperia 
midday allowing ourselves 
an opportunity to stop at the 
Lynwood Del Taco for 
lunch. After having lunch 
outside of Del Taco we hit 
the road with our next stop 
being the Barstow Museum. 
When we arrived one sign 
out front said “open” but 
the handwritten note on the 
door said closed due to 
something called COVID. I 
tried calling Pat on her cell 
to let us come in so we 
could purchase a few books 
we wanted to add to our 
libraries. Unable to get 
ahold of Pat, we moved on 
down the road to lovely 
Baker, California.

On the way to Baker I 
discovered that my 
traveling companions had 
never been to Alien Jerky. 
We topped off our fuel, 
headed to the Alien Jerky 
where we stimulated 
Baker’s economy before heading toward 
the War Eagle Mine near Tecopa, in the 
Tecopa Mining District.

I first heard of War Eagle Mine while 
watching videos on YouTube. I was 
hooked when I learned the mine was so 
large you could spend the better part of a 
day going through all 5 levels of the 
mine. Primary mining in the area 

included: Gold, iron, copper, lead, silver, 
and zinc.

While the deepest levels are located 
at War Eagle East side of the mountain, 
we chose to visit South facing which 
provided a great deal of exploring within 

our time constraints. We camped near 
one of the largest ore hoppers I have 
ever seen. We were pleasantly surprised 
to find a large concrete slab on which we 
made camp which provided us with an 
excellent view of the surrounding area, 
primarily overlooking Tecopa. After a 
good night we headed to the mine and 
began our exploration of it. It was 

definitely impressive and I look forward 
to going back and spending more time 
exploring the rest of the mine on the 
East side.

Next, we headed to Shoshone to top 
off fuel and get a cold drink. We were 

happy to find that the 
Museum at Shoshone was 
open and provided us with 
an opportunity to learn 
more about the area. The 
last time I visited Shoshone 
the wind was blowing so 
hard we ended up being 
stranded there. I was able 
to reach out to my contact 
at the Amargosa 
Conservancy where we 
were able to spend the 
night. The weather this trip 
was much better than my 
previous trip. The museum 
staff was very welcoming 
and the displays highly 
informative. The best part 
was they had the books we 
were looking for.

My traveling 
companions had never been 
to Warm Springs in Death 
Valley. I on the other hand, 
have been there numerous 
times, even once while 
Pfizer was still operating 
the talc mine. Memories of 
staying in the bunkhouse 
with my father and 
grandfather and sharing a 

meal with the caretaker named Red 
came back to me.

My plan was to head to the 
Geologist’s Cabin and hope to get lucky 
and be able to stay the night. As we 
neared Stripped Butte I could see that 
both cabins had flags up, indicating they 
were occupied. We turned around and 
headed toward a small campsite we 
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passed on the way in. We made it to the 
site just before sunset and made camp.

The next morning shortly after 
breakfast I heard what sounded like a 
cattle trailer coming toward us on the 
rough narrow road. To my surprise it 
was a cattle trailer full of wild burros. 
The driver said he had been staying at 
Geologist’s Cabin for a couple of weeks 
and hauling wild burros out of the area. 
He said it was a seven-hour trip to 
Furnace Creek and back. Once in 
Furnace Creek the burros would undergo 
a health screening before being shipped 
to Arizona or Texas for adoption.

After breaking down camp we headed 
back to the mining camp at Warn 
Springs. The mining camp was 

established in the 1930s. The mining 
area was purchased in the early1970s 
and last operated in the mid 1980s. It 
was donated to the National Park 
Service in 1984 . The camp is truly an 
oasis with large cedar trees, a hot spring, 
caretakers house, bunkhouse and chow 
hall, which now are getting run down. 
Much of the old mining equipment is 
still in place and is interesting to see. 
The highlight is accessing the mine. We 
explored the mine finding water in the 
lowest level and a number of large 
tunnels wandering through the mountain.

Our next stop was back to Baker and 
then on to Hole in the Wall. Just outside 
Kelso I noticed that the second vehicle 
was flashing their headlights. As I took a 

closer look it was a BLM Ranger pulling 
over BJ for driving 85 mph (with a 
trailer). No ticket was issued but rather 
BJ employed his charm, with a promise 
to slow down. 

Our last night out was spent at 
Hole-In-The-Wall Campground which is 
in one of the most beautiful areas in the 
Mojave with spectacular views of 
volcanic rock walls and the surrounding 
mountains. While my travel companions 
had camped at Mid Hills they had never 
been to Hole in the Wall. It’s a great 
place to spend time around the fire and 
under the stars with friends.

As great as the trip was, heading 
home is always the best part. Hope to 
see you on the trail. ~ Lindsay



Craig Baker shared 
some additional photos 
from his latest visit to

Death Valley 
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Desert Explorers At Large

Badwater Salt Polygons

Eagle Borax Springs Wetlands
20 Mule Team Wagons - No longer next to the 

highway in front of Furnace Creek Ranch

Zabriskie Point
No DronesBadwater

Kar Kamper
by Joeso

I was recently going through some of 
our old Desert Magazines and I came 
across a blurb about the Kar Kamper in 
the section for “New Ideas” in the 
October 1963 issue. If only… ~ Joeso

Hannah in the Desert
Due to the pandemic, it has become 

popular to take virtual trips, from the 
comfort and safety of your home 
computer. So here’s the link to watch 
“Hannah in the Desert”, a 12-minute 
video produced by Leonard in 2011. He 
originally made it for our daughter, 
Hannah’s, fourth grade class that was 
studying California geography. It 
includes footage of many Desert 
Explorers trips. Enjoy and stay safe! 

https://m.youtube.com/
watch?v=WtFfFyAwRr4

Cheers,
Rebecca

Leonard reports that Hannah is currently 
enjoying her second year in college.

Marian Johns 
Las Pintas 2014

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WtFfFyAwRr4
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Four Ladies 
and a 

Turkey
By Bob Jaussaud

For this 2020 Thanksgiving we had a 
very small “bubble” gathering at our 
Arizona bunkhouse. In fact, there were 
just four ladies and me. As always, it 
was good to be on the desert. We ate a 
lot, hiked a secluded canyon in the 
Sacramento Mountains across the 
Colorado River from us, enjoyed the 
unique bar stools at Topock 66, found 
some old cars on the desert… and then 
ate again.  ~ Joeso

 Canyon in Sacramentos Old car

Four Ladies and a Turkey

Robin at Topock 66

Into the Kofa NWR • 2017 Rendezvous
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Cerro Gordo Report
by Claudia Heller, from her blog at www.insidesocal.com/66/ 

Black and white photos by Holiday Heller 
The road up to the mine is an experience 

in itself. And Cerro Gordo (Fat Hill) has a 
long and colorful history. It is located on the 
western slope of the Inyo Mountains.

Along the precipitous road up the 
mountain a cable with buckets indicates how 
silver was lowered down the mountain. It is 
said the few town residents would use them 
to get groceries.

In previous time the last few hundred 
feet would offer a view of the famous 
American Hotel which burned down in 
June 2020. A few artifacts were salvaged. 
The owner plans to rebuild this relic and 
funds are being donated. 

To raise money to rebuild this historical 
ghost town, the owner has been offering 
tours.   ~ Claudia

http://www.insidesocal.com/66/
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Scorpio’s Last Outing (for a while)
by Anne Stoll 

Being a native Scorpio by birth, I (like 
others of my kind) really must get out to 
the desert now and then to recharge. We 
went for the weekend of Nov. 6-8, 2020 
back to the Shoshone-Tecopa area (Inyo 
County) and it was cold, windy and even 
a tiny bit wet – but what is more glorious 
than the desert when wet? We hiked and 
soaked and enjoyed it as always. 

Here’s the local scoop for whenever it 
becomes possible to visit again: The 
Shoshone Inn is open and as nice as ever. 
At the Shoshone RV Park there are two 
fine well-equipped trailers for rent as well 
as spaces, 33 full hookups, a little rec 
room/library and the sparkling clean 
warm pool as always. The voles are soon 
to be reintroduced and the Pupfish Ponds 
Trail is a delight with new improvements. 

The Museum is open too and currently 
has a fine hand-made quilt up for a 
fundraising raffle. The Crowbar (the only 
prepared food in Shoshone), however has 
shortened its hours to 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. because they only have enough staff 
for one shift. If you sleep late, breakfast 

there is as good as ever. But for early 
risers, there’s a new bakery in Tecopa, 
Wild Wheat, that opens early. Everyone 
was raving about their cinnamon buns 
with date jam filling so we had to try 
them --YUM! They have little quiches, 
sandwiches and other goodies too. This is 
the two month-old brainchild of a young 
couple who recently moved from 
Pahrump to Tecopa Hot Springs. You get 
your food to go and sit outside on the 
porch. Wild Wheat is next door to the 
brewery and the remarkable Steaks and 
Beer restaurant, all in a row in Tecopa. 
We had a memorable meal at Steaks and 
Beer that almost lived up to the rave 
reviews. Finally on the food front, we 
tried the Bistro in Tecopa Hot Springs. 
One big table inside that could seat a max 
of six --but the best deal was getting their 
tasty Pasta Carbonara take-out. The live 
music is shut down, alas. 

I must close with news of day-trippin’ 
at the hot water in Tecopa Hot Springs. 
We’ve been soaking in that hot mineral 
water there for over 30 years and have 

watched the various “resorts” blossom, 
fade and bloom again like desert 
wildflowers in season. Tecopa Hot 
Spring Resort (in front of the Bistro) is 
hanging on but no longer permits 
day-bathers – overnight guests only. For 
lack of staff, we were told. Delight’s Hot 
Spa, our long-time favorite in Tecopa 
Hot Springs, has finally finished us off 
for day-bathing. Maybe that was their 
plan all along. It’s permitted but on 
weekends it’s $30 per person for half an 
hour and we had to pay $6 each for 
scratchy paper-thin towels! They have a 
big new outdoor pool and 4 outdoor hot 
tubs (not for us since we don’t like to 
wear swimsuits) and we think the new 
set-up is pulling a lot of the hot water. 
By the time we got into one of the 
private pools, the water was only warm 
and not clean. Things will have to 
change big-time for us to go back.  
Ah well, so it goes, eh? It was a great 
weekend. Hope you are all doing well 
and staying safe. Here are some photos 
from Shoshone area.   ~ Anne
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On Monday evening November 1,  
we had our first DE Zoom business 
meeting. Jay Lawrence and I were a 
little nervous in advance as to how 
successful this adventure would turn 
out. I am pleased to report that, despite 
some glitches things went pretty well 
and there will certainly be more such 
meetings in our future.

First of all, we were very pleased 
with the turnout of what I calculated as 
31 people or about 25% of our 
membership. That is a larger group than 
we have normally gotten in the past with 
our regular meetings. The quality of the 
audio and video was generally good and 
after solving a few issues everyone 
seemed comfortable with the software. 

Jay has put together the detailed 

minutes of the meeting and this should 
be available in this newsletter. As I read 
these minutes, I was very pleased as they 
reflect and document some key decisions 
that the group jointly made. Some of 
these important decisions are as follows:
 1. Financial Stability The DE 

Treasurer, Mr. Bill Smith, reported 
that our total bank balance exceed 
$4,000 and that we are in good shape 
financially. Everyone agreed that  
we should start charging an annual 
subscription fee again. That will 
restart in January

 2. Pahrump Rendezvous We, as a 
group, made the decision to hold the 
Pahrump Rondy next October 22-24. 
Most of the planning for the Pahrump 
event has been completed and, 
hopefully, it will be just a question of 
changing the dates. Mignon Slentz 
has agreed to assist in coordinating 
this. We have never had a Fall Rondy, 
but everyone agreed that it was 
appropriate given the current 
circumstances with COVID.

 3. Museum Issues. We decided to 
remain as active as we possibly can 
assisting the Museum on various 

projects. These various projects can 
be publicized in our newsletter and 
anyone who wants to participate 
should then contact Nelson Miller. 
The group also approved a donation 
of $500 to the museum before the 
end of the year.

 4. Trips We made the decision not to 
have any formal DE trips during the 
first quarter of 2021. We now have 
numerous trips planned with a 
current status of “postponed.” 
Hopefully, all of these trips can 
happen later in the year. 

 5. Next Meeting We decided that the 
next meeting will also be a Zoom 
meeting and will be held around the 
first week in February. The exact date 
should be in the February newsletter. 

All in all, the meeting was a success. 
My opinion is that even after the 
pandemic is over, there will certainly be 
times when such a Zoom meeting is 
appropriate. I encourage everyone to try 
and “attend” our next meeting.

Thanks for everyone for participating 
and I am always amazed at the talent and 
skill level of the folks in this club. ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby

November Online Meeting Minutes 
Open 7:00 p.m.

Attending Bill & Julie Smith, Bob 
Jaussaud, Bob Jacoby, Nelson Miller, 
Ron Ross & Nancy Maclean, Leonard & 
Rebecca Friedman, Tom Strand, Ingo 
Werk, Joe de Kehoe, Larry Boerio, 
Bruce Barnett, John Marnell, Ding & 
Allan Wicker, Bill Powell, Terry Ogden, 
Lois & David Hess, Paul Ostapuk, Vicki 
Hill, Marian Johns, Jerry Dupree, Bill 
Neill, Lindsay Woods, Chris Ervin, 
Craig Baker, Jay Lawrence

Preliminaries Everyone had pretty good 
luck logging onto the Zoom meeting. 

After Jay went over some best 
practices for using Zoom, including the 
Mute Microphone button to keep the 
noise and mayhem to a minimum, he 

demonstrated the Host option to Mute 
All. This turned out to be a huge mistake, 
with many folks not being able to 
Unmute and the Host not being able to 
Unmute them either. In the future, the 
Host will stay away from this particular 
feature. There are some notes on Zoom 
in this issue of the DE Newsletter, 
including a sample screen with 
annotations on where to find the control 
buttons and what they do.

The meeting continued pretty well 
once everybody sorted out the problem. 
Several folks were forced to watch 
without being able to speak up, but they 
still could respond with text messages in 
the Chat area of the screen. These 
problems should be minimized as we 
become more proficient with the Zoom 

meeting tool.

Open Chairman Bob Jacoby welcomed 
everybody and greetings were 
exchanged. Bob asked folks to introduce 
themselves, then proceeded with the 
agenda of the meeting.

Treasurer Bill Smith reported the 
DE accounts are healthy. We have 
gained a few members, 112 paid mem-
berships, including 67 additional family 
members, to make a grand total of 179 
people associated with the club. Savings 
3290.01, checking $857.64, PayPal 
balance is $481.52. We suspended 
subscription renewal charges to help a 
bit during the COVID crisis so we have 
no subscription income for this calendar 
year. We will resume billing in January. 



12 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 295 DeceMbeR 2020

We have had no recent expenditures 
beyond a $15 Zoom subscription.

Newsletter Jay Lawrence reported great 
contributions of stories and photos in 
recent issues of the newsletter, asked 
everybody to keep the good stuff 
coming. Jay thanked Jean Roode for 
bringing her ongoing proofreading skills 
to the fore each month and keeping us 
looking literate. Newsletter won’t be out 
on the first so we can report on this 
meeting in the Minutes. Nice attaboys 
from Bob and folks in the meeting.

Rendezvous 2020 Pahrump was canceled 
due to the virus. Should we plan for a 
Rondy next year? The majority of folks 
said yes, definitely, and that we should try 
to renew our plans for Pahrump. Bob 
expressed hope that Mignon Slentz might 
take the reins again. He will contact her. 
Most agreed that we should plan it for the 
Fall, the weekend of October 22-24. 
Although there is no way of knowing 
how things will shake out in 2021, we 
will at least plan the event, and make any 
changes needed as the year unfolds. The 
DE did not lose any money when we 
canceled the Rondy, though some 
individuals may have lost deposits on 
room or campsite reservations. Bill Smith 
suggested that we might funnel 
reservations through the DE for the next 
Rondy so the club could absorb any costs 
in case we need to cancel. We will 
consider this in the 2021 planning. 
Mignon was contacted by text and she is 
in for planning on the 2021 Rondy.

Museum Deb Miller-Marschke not 
present, Nelson Miller reported MRVM 
is continually updating and upgrading 
the facility. The museum has been closed 
since March. New MRVM Vice 
President Scott Walker organized a 
fireworks booth in Barstow and brought 
in about $25,000. Pat Schoffstal put 
together a great fundraiser that raised 
about $7,000. This is trying to offset 
some of the other things we’re not doing 
this year. Walter is posting almost every 
day on the museum Facebook page. 
Nelson and compadres are building a 

storage shed this weekend. Once the 
shed is up, moving museum stuff will 
free up space for new display cases and 
fixtures. Ongoing need for minor 
electrical fixes. Anyone who can help on 
MRVM projects should contact Nelson 
directly, since COVID protocols 
currently restrict group work. The 
museum is researching grants to help 
fund the museum building expansion. 
Richard Schapel organized a trip along 
the Van Dusen trail up into Holcomb 
Valley and Fawnskin. Brent Gaddis, 
MRVM president took us out to his 
campground into Juniper Flats and to his 
mine and toured folks inside the mine. It 
was a good trip. Folks were in their own 
vehicles and stayed separated at stops.

Trips Most agreed that we should not 
run any trips in the first quarter of 2021. 
A motion was made and passed to that 
effect. We can evaluate the potential for 
trips as the year progresses. Recent 
COVID restrictions prohibit group 
events at this time. Nelson postponed his 
December trip. At this point the entire 
trip schedule is postponed.

We’ll take another look at trips 
around April 1 and assess how things 
have changed at that point. If we are 
going to have any trips they will 
certainly have to comply with any rules 
and regulations in place at that time. 

New Business Supporting the Museum. 
Can we help with fundraising? We will 
try to spotlight museum events and news 
as much as possible in the newsletter. 
Bill Smith made a motion that we 
continue with our $500 donation in 
December to the museum. The motion 
was approved unanimously. Nelson 
mentioned that the museum needed 
manpower for projects but the current 
social gathering restrictions prohibit any 
group efforts. Help moving items and 
bookcase assembly would be appreciated 
in January. Nelson will put together an 
announcement for the newsletter.

Individuals have put together small 
private trips on their own and there was 
some discussion from folks who were 

interested in the possibility of being part 
of one of those trips. These are not 
Desert Explorers trips so they are not on 
our calendar nor are they promoted in 
the newsletter. We had a suggestion to 
add a note in the newsletter allowing 
folks who would like to “I’m interested 
in going to _____. Is there anybody who 
is interested in joining me?.” Nelson 
Miller volunteered to be the point man 
for contact, he would collect the list and 
relay to Jay to email the interested folks, 
avoiding publishing personal contact 
information in the newsletter.

Next Meeting Bob Jacoby suggested 
perhaps around the first part of February. 
Several suggestions for more frequent 
Zoom meetings, maybe monthly, and 
possibly quarterly in-person meetings 
when the COVID situation allows. Since 
Zoom meetings can be called quickly, 
we can be more flexible with scheduling 
as thing evolve. All agreed that we need 
to be flexible in the current environment. 
We agreed to talk more offline and do 
another one soon. We will keep  
everybody posted.

It was moved to and passed to 
purchase a one year subscription to 
Zoom so that tool will be at our disposal 
as needed for the next 12 months at 
least. Several folks suggested we need 
appetizers and adult beverages at our 
next Zoom meeting. Larry Boerio 
related that one of his groups alternate 
social meetings and business meetings 
from month to month.

Adjourn Meeting was adjourned around 
8:30 and several folks stuck around to yak.
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Zoom with the Desert Explorers
If you would like to join an online 

DE meeting like the one we had on 
November 30th, it’s fairly simple. We 
used a free application called Zoom, 
which works on computers and phones 
to allow a group to video chat together 
easily. All it requires is a fairly good 
connection to the internet and a little 
patience to get the hang of it.

In our case, a host sets up a meeting 
on the Zoom.us website and then sends 
an email to everybody in the group with a 
link to click on to connect to the meeting.

You can control whether you would 
like to show your image onscreen and 
mute or unmute your microphone by 
start/stop buttons on the lower left of the 
screen.

The Select Speaker View or Gallery 
View button on the top right of the 
screen lets you see the speaker 
“highlighted” and in a large window, or 
checkerboard style in the Gallery View. 

The example above is the Gallery View.
You can view the Participant List and 

Chat Window by clicking on the controls 
at the bottom center of the window and 
Chat with everyone in the group or a 
specific individual by typing into the 
Chat Messages area at the bottom right 
of the screen.

If you would like to respond visually 
without interrupting the meeting, 
reaction icons are available at the bottom 
center of the screen as well as the right 
hand column below the participants. 
Thumbs up, clapping, raised hand, yes 
and no and other icons will show on 
your video window for the group to see.

The host has several additional 
controls available, such as Mute All for 
times when someone would like to give 
a presentation uninterrupted or show a 
movie or slide show.

All of this works fairly seamlessly for 
the most part, but it is not without a few 

glitches and surprises, just like 
everything else high tech.

Here a couple of good ideas to 
consider:
 • Try to use a headset or earbuds if you 

have them for the best audio quality

 • Mute yourself when not speaking to 
reduce background noise.

 • Close other apps on your computer to 
minimize distractions and random 
alert sounds.

 • Try to have a wired connection rather 
than WiFi to avoid service 
interruptions.

 • Consider lighting where you are 
seated – a bright light or window 
behind you will leave your face in 
shadow.

 Join in on the next one! We can have 
up to 100 people at the same time and 
it’s a great way to stay in touch.  ~ Jay

Mute Your
Microphone Start or Stop

Your Camera

View Participant 
List

Reaction
Icons

Open or Close
Chat

Type Your Chat 
Messages Here

Participant
List

Quick
Reaction

Icons

Chat 
Window

Select Speaker View or Gallery View



Here are the winners for the 
November Lost puzzle: Nelson Miller, 
Leonard Friedman, Randy (one or 
two “T’s”) Mattthews and Bob & Sue 
Jaussaud. The correct location was 
Eagle Mountain “Ghost Town.”

Eagle Mountain
The remains of Eagle Mountain, 

California lie 13 miles north of Desert 
Center. Now just a fenced off ghost 
town, it’s slowly decaying, frequented 
only by the small security staff that 
watches over it. The only building 
still in use is the Eagle Mountain 
School, located outside the fenced 
area, which provides education for 
children in the 
locale. 

In 1948 
Henry Kaiser 
opened the Eagle 
Mountain iron 
ore mine here, 
which would 
become Southern 
California’s 
largest iron 
mine. A rail line 
moved the ore to 
the Fontana 
California Iron 
Works for 

processing. Hundreds of homes, stores, 
school, cafeteria and bowling alley, 
etc., were built to serve the numerous 
workers and their families at the mine. 

In 1981, after 35 years of 
production, Kaiser Corporation closed 
its mining operation. As the main 
source of income in the town dried up, 
most of the population left. Eagle 
Mountain’s last store closed in 1982, 
and then the Post Office 

This suburban-looking development 
with over 100 houses built to house 
mine workers and their families is 
virtually abandoned, making Eagle 
Mountain one of the more recent 
formed ghost towns. A portion of the 

site was home to a privately-run 
minimum security prison in what had 
once been a shopping mall until its 
closure in 2003, in the wake of a prison 
riot which left two inmates dead and 
dozens more injured. The mine ruins 
are a frequent post-apocalyptic filming 
location. 

You have probably already guessed 
that our Bob is lost again, this time in 
he is apparently sizing up alternate 
means of transportation. Send your 
guess for this month’s puzzle to Bob at:

bopeltzman@gmail.com
with the word “lost” in the subject. He 
will publish the names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a new Lost 

puzzle for the 
month. 

Your answer 
should let him 
know what area 
he is in, such as 
“The southern 
part of Death 
Valley near the 
Devil’s Golf 
Course.” Bonus 
points for 
approximate 
GPS coordinates. 
~ Bob P
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Lost: Where Am I?

November Lost: Where Am I? Eagle Mountain “Ghost Town”

mailto:bopeltzman@gmail.com
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Due to our current 
quarantine status, it’s 

safe to say that our  
entire trip schedule is

 • POSTPONED •
Once all the mayhem  

is behind us, we’ll 
reschedule everything 
and get back on track. 
For now, use this space 

for armchair 
adventuring.

Ocotillo to Borrego
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

 • POSTPONED •

DE River Days
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 
Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 

probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona.”

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 
which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and round.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com

Check the 
Chairman’s 

Corner  
in this issue  
for updated  
Trip News

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:gwdupree@aol.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 
back to Hwy 14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.

Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 
if there’s time, we could do a short side 
trip up to Red Rock Canyon.

If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Nelson Miller

Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 
Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
 • POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
 • POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Trek the backroads in the Eastern 
Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
 • POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
• POSTPONED •

December 2020 • Leader: Nelson 
Miller

Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Photo courtesy of Dave Burdick

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Ed Jack Thousand Oaks KM6NTV
Marian Johns Lytle Creek KN6KBN
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY
Ingo Werk Wilmington KK6EWB

mailto:aridneal@gmail.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com


 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 514 Americas Way #15035, Box Elder, SD 57719-7600

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Who are the Desert Explorers?
The Desert Explorers is a four-wheel drive (4WD) 

group within the Mojave River Valley Museum 
Association. We run trips, normally at least one a month, 
which focus on sightseeing (rather than “rock crawling”) 
and often include optional hikes to explore mines, 
petroglyph or pictograph sites, old emigrant trails or other 
points of interest. On a trip, we camp out wherever nightfall 
catches us. Children (and friendly dogs with the leader’s 
permission) are welcome on most trips. Each trip 
announcement normally includes the planned itinerary, 
vehicle requirements, and special notices, such as skill 
rating, if appropriate. Very wide vehicles or those with 
120-inch or longer wheelbases are not suitable for some 
trips. Check with the trip leader if you have questions.

To go on trips, you must be a member of the Mojave 
River Valley Museum (MRVM) Association. The Desert 
Explorers are Museum members who participate in the trips 
or subscribe to the optional Desert Explorers Newsletter.

You can become a museum member and subscriber online 
at our website desertexplorers.org or by mail using the Desert 
Explorers Subscription Application Form and the Mojave 

River Valley Museum Association Application Form below. 
Print and mail the completed forms with separate checks to 
the addresses shown on the application forms.

Web We are on the web at www.desertexplorers.org and 
on FaceBook at facebook.com/pages/
DesertExplorers/199131753466338. The museum website 
ismojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Trips are scheduled by the trip leaders and posted in the 
newsletter first, and then, later, in the Calendar and Future 
Trips pages of the website. Please read our “fine print” 
(policies) before you join us for your first trip.

General Meetings of the Desert Explorers are held 
approximately bi-monthly. All current and prospective 
Desert Explorers are welcome to attend the General 
Meetings. Dates and locations are in the newsletter mailed 
to each subscriber’s home and are noted the Calendar page 
of our website.

Rendezvous The Desert Explorers have an annual 
Rendezvous in interesting desert locations, featuring guest 
speakers on a variety of intriguing subjects as well as trips 
to destinations in the surrounding area.

http://www.desertexplorers.org
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Nam
e 

Also Know
n As 

Address 
City 

State / Zip 
Hom

e Phone 
Cell Phone 

Em
ail

Jerry Dupree 
Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 

748430 Cam
eo Dunes Pl 

La Quinta 
CA 92253 

760-564-3145 
 

gwdupree@
aol.com

 

David Given 
Tire-Som

e Fellow :-) 
12848 Gifford Way 

Victorville 
CA 92392 

760-956-1776 
951-757-3128  

daveg1_2000@
yahoo.com

 

Bill Gossett 
W

ild Bill 
433 Valley St 

Ridgecrest 
CA 93555 

760-375-6169  
775-537-7717  

bandbgossett@
verizon.net 

Jean Hansen 
Sure Foot, Secretary Em

eritus 
P.O. Box 290729 

Phelan 
CA 92329 

760-868-5316 
 

jeanh7056@
gm

ail.com

Sunny Hansen 
Glyphologist 

P.O. Box 290729 
Phelan 

CA 92329 
760-868-5316  

760-217-7555  
sunnyhansen292@

gm
ail.com

Em
m

ett Harder 
Scotty 

18201 Muriel Ave 
San Bernardino 

CA 92407 
909-887-3436  

909-260-7189  
echco@

m
sn.com

 

Ruth Harder 
Chairperson Em

eritus, Em
m

ett Editor 
18201 Muriel Ave 

San Bernardino 
CA 92407 

909-887-3436  
909-260-7189  

echco@
m

sn.com
 

Alan Heller 
Big Al the kiddies’ pal 

277 Opal Canyon Rd 
Duarte 

CA 91010 
626-893-0321  

626-893-3266  
fam

heller@
m

sn.com

Vicki Hill 
Glyphartist, Chairperson Em

eritus 
26111 Parm

elee Ct 
Hem

et 
CA 92544 

  
951-306.4464  

vlanehill@
aol.com

 

Bob Jacoby 
Chairm

an, Treasurer Em
eritus 

2245 Wellesley Ave  
Los Angeles  

CA 90064 
310-490-6873 

 
jacoby.r@

att.net

Bob Jaussaud 
Sue’s Husband & Chairm

an Viejo 
P.O. Box 5279 

Mohave Valley 
AZ 86446 

 
818-585-6468 

usontheriver@
gm

ail.com
 

Sue Jaussaud 
Chairchick Vieja 

P.O. Box 5279 
Mohave Valley 

AZ 86446 
 

760-876-9227 
usontheriver@

gm
ail.com

 

Marian Johns 
Chairperson Em

eritus & Neal Keeper 
406 Lytle Creek Rd 

Lytle Creek 
CA 92358 

909-887-1549 
 

aridneal@
gm

ail.com
 

Jay Lawrence 
Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave 

Long Beach 
CA 90814 

  
562-760-1999  

solariscom
m

@
earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari 
Tutti a tavola a m

angiare! 
1990 Falon Court 

Thousand Oaks 
CA 91362 

805-379-9713 
 

ronaldlipari@
gm

ail.com
 

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
Web Goddess / Roadrunner 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862 

 
dm

iller@
guideone.com

 

Steve Marschke 
The Quiet Man 

4904 Reynolds Rd 
Torrance 

CA 90505 
310-543-1862  

951-316-6545  
stevem

arschke@
gm

ail.com
 

Joan McGovern-W
hite 

Newsletter Distributor Em
eritus 

33624A W
inston Way 

Tem
ecula 

CA 92592 
951-303-3021 

 
jm

cgw@
verizon.net

Dan Messersm
ith 

M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 
2945 E, Leroy Ave 

Kingm
an 

AZ 86409 
928-757-8953  

 928-715-0579  
dm

ess@
ctaz.com

Bill Neill 
Tam

arisk Eradicator 
6623 Craner Ave 

North Hollywood 
CA 91606 

818-769-0678 
 

bgneill@
earthlink.net 

Nelson Miller 
The Planner 

13043 Quapaw Rd 
Apple Valley 

CA 92308 
760-247-0984  

951-733-5242  
nem

iller47@
yahoo.com

 

Bob Peltzm
an 

Lost Again 
32014 Grenville Ct 

Westlake Village 
CA 91361 

818-865-8464 
 

bopeltzm
an@

aol.com
 

Bill Powell 
That Oregon Guy 

815 SE Atwood Ave 
Corvallis 

OR 97333 
541-754-1580 

541-908-0826 
12211102@

gm
ail.com

Malcolm
 Roode 

Trip Coordinator Em
eritus 

7014 Mountain Ave 
Highland 

CA 92346 
909-907-0767 

 
m

al@
roode.com

Jean Roode 
Newsletter Prooferer, Editor Em

eritus 
7014 Mountain Ave 

Highland 
CA 92346 

909-907-0767  
909-633-4731  

jeanroode@
gm

ail.com

Allan Schoenherr 
The Good Allan 

414 Bluebird Cyn Dr 
Laguna Beach 

CA 92651 
949-351-5450 

 
aschoenherr@

fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel 
Museum

 Trip Leaders 
P.O. Box 412 

Yerm
o 

CA 92398 
760-254-3997  

406-291-1448  
lahapel@

yahoo.com

Danny Siler 
Soon to have em

barrasing nicknam
e... P.O. Box 3866 

Tustin 
CA 92781 

714-639-6555 
714-878-1259 

danny@
m

athieuco.com
 

 

Glenn Shaw 
Desert Wanderer 

P.O. Box 68 
Blue Diam

ond 
NV 89004 

702-875-9136 
 

desert.wanderer@
hotm

ail.com

Bill Sm
ith 

Treasurer “Moneybags” 
2532 N 4th St., #445 

Flagstaff 
AZ 86004 

928-853-8146 
928-853-8146  

m
isterbillsm

ith@
gm

ail.com

Anne Stoll 
Canologist 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521  
 909-730-0137  

annestoll@
verizon.net 

George Stoll 
Lens Cleaner 

143 Monterrey Drive 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-621-7521 
 

agstoll@
csupom

ona.edu 

Allan W
icker 

Chairperson Em
eritus 

1430 Sitka Court 
Clarem

ont 
CA 91711 

909-445-0082 
909-239-5786  

awkr897@
gm

ail.com

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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