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Claudia & Alan 
Out and About

By Claudia Heller
The stay home mandate had only been in 
effect for a week, but it seemed like a 
month. The sun was shining, and a 
brilliant blue sky dotted with puffy 
clouds beckoned to us. I thought of what 
Governor Newsom said in a briefing: “If 
you need to go outside to get some 
exercise, do 
that, but don’t 
do it in a 
group.” OK, 
he didn’t say 
you couldn’t 
drive or have 
an outside 
picnic, so I 
packed a 
lunch and off 
we went. We 
decided if we 
saw crowds, 
we’d turn 
around.

 Headed up 
Highway 39 
above Azusa, 
our first stop was to visit the bald eagles, 
nesting near San Gabriel Dam. There 
was one person in the pullout, and we 
chatted from the required distance. We 
learned he was from Orange County and 
visiting for the first time to get pictures 

of an eagle. As we stood there, the male 
eagle flew overhead, and the lone man 
snapped away. We left our card on his car 
windshield and the next day he emailed 
some photos of the eagles.

We continued up the highway, amazed 
at the speed of the motorcycles racing by. 
Turning east on the East Fork Road we 
found a vacant pull out and a perfect lone 
picnic table overlooking the San Gabriel 
Reservoir. We sprayed down the table 
with disinfectant, spread our tablecloth 
and enjoyed a leisurely lunch. For a 
while we completely forgot the 
nightmare we are living.

Cars flew up the Highway, but not as 
many as you would expect on a Saturday. 
Camera in hand, we pulled off where we 

could see 
what is left of 
Follows 
Camp, 
remembering 
the good 
times we had 
there. Years 
ago, we 
visited the 
camp for a 
tour and met 
the infamous 
Flo Flo Peck. 
It was in 1896 
that 
Englishman 
Ralph 
Follows 

established the most popular hostelry in 
the San Gabriel Canyon. After his death 
in 1926, Sedley Peck and his wife 
Dolores “Flo Flo Peck” restored the 
camp as a mountain resort, adding a 
restaurant and store. Previously guests 

A bald eagle flies over San Gabriel Dam in search of food and 
then floats over Ryan McKinney who was waiting with his 

camera. (Photo by Ryan McKinney)
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arrived by the four-horse Follows Stage 
for a twelve-mile trip which required 40 
river crossings. In 1925 the Canyon Road 
was paved, and automobiles could 
traverse it. Some say that was an 
improvement, but others believe it ended 
the historic and romantic flavor leading 
to the camp’s demise.

Over the years, visitors ate at the 
camp, found goldmining equipment in 
the little store, and paid for tours of the 
grounds. They could meet Flo Flo who 
talked about her younger days when she 
cooked for President Eisenhower. 

In January 2005 record rainfalls wiped 
out three bridges, stranding 135 residents 
living at the camp. The floods washed 
away the wine cellar spilling dozens of 
bottles of wine into the river. With no one 
coming to the aid of those stranded, they 
built a dirt ramp over the main bridge and 
for a while these artists, retirees and 
others enjoyed the solitude of the camp. 
But alas, it was deemed uninhabitable and 
deserted. It is now history.

On our ride back to Duarte we 
continued up the canyon turning off on 
the Glendora Mountain Road to Horse 

Canyon Saddle and then down into 
Glendora.

After a day of adventure, we had no 
close contact with anyone and felt 
comfortable with our adventure. As a 
matter of habit, we pulled over at The 
Donut Man but opted to not join the 
long line.

So, enjoy staying home, but if you 
cannot handle it, a little drive could lift 
your spirits and satisfy you that the world 
is still out there and functioning.

 ~ Claudia

Follows Camp – once a romantic get-away, later home to residents and  
visitors, is now deserted and melting away. (Photo by Alan Heller)

A lone deserted table overlooking the San Gabriel Reservoir,  
perfect for a picnic. (Photo by Alan Heller).

 The Mojave River Valley Museum, like all other non-essential undertakings, is closed for now but we are still 
monitoring the telephone messages and emails and picking up our mail in case anyone wants to get in touch with us. We 
are still sending out book orders and renewing memberships and other day-to-day business.

When this corona-virus first came into view Nelson Miller emailed us all and recommended we close. Our Officers and 
Board of Directors called each other and we decided that it was too soon to take such a drastic step. By the very next day, 
Tuesday March 17, news reports caused us to re-think the closing issue and this time we all greed with Nelson and locked 
the door.

A few of us are there most days stocking shelves and cleaning up and catching up on the filing and changing some of 
the displays. It’s surprising how much we can get done when there are no interruptions - like those pesky visitors and 
customers. 

This will all be over soon and then we can open our doors and welcome back those pesky people. I miss them.  ~ Pat

A request from Marian Johns
 DE members who attended Neal’s memorial, but didn’t get a chance to tell  

their “Neal story”, please send them to me at aridneal@gmail.com
Thanks, Marian
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by Jerry Dupree 
The desert is full of oddities of all 

kinds and we enjoy exploring them. The 
Salton Sea is an oddity by itself as a 
result of a levee failure of the Colorado 
River that occurred in 1906 and by the 
time it was stopped the Salton Sea was 
formed. The San Andreas fault runs 
along close to the Salton Sea and has a 
lot of seismic activity including hot 
water geysers, springs and wells. There 

are mud volcanoes caused by carbon 
dioxide bubbling up and forming cones 
of mud and allow gases and water to the 
surface. Due to the hot water rising to 
the surface, there are ten geothermal 
power plants in the area. The phenomena 
allows the location of steam powered 
generators creating a source of free 
electricity. 

 One of those geysers seems to have a 

mind of its own and is moving. It is 
located near the community of Niland on 
the east side of the Salton Sea and not 
far from the famous “Slab City” which 
got its name from the foundations of 
buildings constructed during WWll for a 
Marine Corps artillery training facility. 
People began to settle in an encampment 
and appropriately named it Slab City. It 
is inhabited by people living “off the 

grid” away from mainstream society for 
reasons only known to themselves. 

There is a geyser that has been 
moving since 1953 and has moved a 
total of 240 feet towards the Salton Sea. 
It moved 60 feet, 6 inches in one day. 
The geyser is a large circular hole filled 
with muddy water with carbon dioxide 
bubbles at the surface. It is 
approximately 60 feet in diameter 

although the hole has been enlarged as a 
result of trying to control its direction of 
movement. The temperature is about 85 
degrees, but if a person were to fall in, it 
would quickly be fatal because the 
person would be smothered by carbon 
dioxide in a very short time. 

As the geyser has been walking 
aimlessly toward the Salton Sea it is 
moving toward Highway 111, the 

railroad track, and a fiber optic cable. 
The railroad and CalTrans have attempt-
ed to control its movement by construct-
ing a steel plate dam 75 feet deep. The 
geyser paid no attention to feeble 
humans trying to test the forces of 
nature. The railroad and the highway 
have been moved, as well as a state of 
the art buried fiber optic cable. It makes 
one wonder how well that will control 

The Walking Geyser
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the will of the geyser and 
whether it will continue its 
“march to the Sea.” I don’t 
think anyone has success-
fully controlled the move-
ment or direction of a 
geyser. I think it’s one of 
those “What if an unstoppa-
ble moving force were to 
encounter an immovable 

object?” questions. My prediction would 
be in the geyser’s favor. 

 I wasn’t allowed to venture close 
enough to the geyser to get any pictures, 
so I am including some online photos to 
give the idea of what this monster has 
been doing and how human’s futile 
effort has not been able to control it.  
   ~ Jerry

by Bob Jaussaud 
Last night I had a dream about a road 

trip I actually took during the summer of 
1966. Well over 50 years have passed, 
but in the dream I was once again a long 
haired pseudo 
hippy boy from 
California 
traveling with my 
buddy through 
Alabama and 
Mississippi in an 
old Chevy truck. I 
was truly scared, 
as I should have 

been. It was a time of unrest and 
violence in the South. Just a year earlier, 
on “Bloody Sunday”, local lawmen had 
attacked and beaten folks in Selma, 
Alabama. Snipers had been targeting 
“outsiders” along the road we were on. 
Segregationist George Wallace was 
Governor of Alabama. Martin Luther 
King, Stokely Carmichael, James 
Meredith and Huey Newton were 

stoking the fires of southern white 
resentment. 

So what the heck were we doing 
there? Well, my buddy Bob (yes, another 

Bob) and I had purchased a 1954 
well-used Suburban from the Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power 
for the princely sum of $100. After spray 
painting the inside of the beast a bright 
yellow and installing bunk beds, we took 
off to see the United States that summer, 
the summer of 1966. 

We traveled in a clockwise direction, 
first heading up the West Coast more 

than 1100 miles through Oregon into 
Washington (the Seattle Space Needle 
was only a year old), and then turning 
east. And we went east, over 3000 miles 

through 
Yellowstone, 
Mt. Rushmore, 
the Badlands, 
St. Louis (the 
Arch had been 
completed less 
than a year 
previously), 
Lake Michigan, 

Chicago, Indiana Dunes, Detroit, 
Niagara Falls and Vermont to the 
Atlantic coast in New Hampshire. Then 
we pivoted south through Boston, 
Plymouth Rock, Cape Cod, New York 
(Statue of Liberty and Coney Island), 
Philadelphia, Gettysburg, Fort McHenry, 
Washington D.C., Arlington, Mt. 
Vernon, Myrtle Beach, and the J.F.K. 
Space Center. We drove over 1500 miles 

Summer of 1966

Kennedy’s Eternal Flame - Arlington Nat’l Cemetery

Mississippi

Nevada City

Niagara Falls Washington
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down the East Coast, all the way to the 
tip of Florida. After spending time in the 
Everglades our path veered westward 
through the Deep South of Alabama, 
Mississippi and Louisiana. By now we 
had seen a lot of the United States, 
but nothing like the “Deep South.” 
We tried to keep a low profile, but 
were afraid that our California 
license plates were red flags that 
we might be radicals from 
Berkeley. Our old Suburban had 
started using more oil than gas and 
we prayed it would keep running 
and get us out of there. We just 
made it, too! Shortly after we left 
New Orleans and crossed into 
Texas (1500 miles from Miami),the 
engine blew! 

We were towed into a Dallas 
service station. In those days many 
service stations did major repair 
work. It was obvious we couldn’t 
afford a big repair bill, so they 
allowed us to park on their lot and 
sleep in our truck while we did our 
own work. After taking the engine 
apart we discovered that a piston 
had broken and the rod had gone 
through the side of the cylinder. In 
current times that would mean a 
whole new engine, but in 1966 
things were more basic. The 
service station had a boring bar, a 
tool that drills out the cylinder hole 
so that we could use a sleeve to 
create a new cylinder. It was hot 
work during a hot summer in 
Dallas. In fact, it was so hot that 
we could not set tools down in the 
sun as they would be too hot to 
handle when we tried to pick them 
up again. But we had motivation 
and worked into the night. Repairs 
were completed by the following 
afternoon and we were back on the 
road! Now Dallas is a good memory and 
I will always appreciate the kindness of 
the folks at that Dallas service station. 

We were so relieved to be back on the 
road that we decided to return to 

Yellowstone (only another 1350 miles). 
Yellowstone is one my best memories of 
that trip in 1966. In those days there 
weren’t crowds everywhere. We could 
fish the streams and eat what we caught. 

There was always space available in the 
campgrounds. Every night there were 
Ranger talks, movies, dances and 
evenings playing cards in the Old 
Faithful Inn. There were pristine 

swimming holes known only to the 
“savages” (college students working 
there for the summer) and a few like us 
lucky enough to be included. There were 
letters at the general store post office 

from Sue. 
Other fond memories of that 

summer trip of 1966 include our 
arrival into New York City, when 
a cop saw the California plates 
on our truck and yelled to us 
“You made it!” Then he took us 
to the local police pistol range 
where he said we could sleep for 
the night if we remembered to 
get out of there in the morning 
before the shooting started. I 
remember crying at the “Eternal 
Flame” on President Kennedy’s 
grave in Arlington National 
Cemetery. I remember the heat 
on the east coast (no air 
conditioning in our truck). One 
day it was so hot that we stopped 
at a beach to cool off but the 
water was too warm to be 
refreshing and the sand was too 
hot to walk on. We were laying 
comatose in a picnic shelter 
when a large Italian family came 
and spread out their dinner on 
the table. The mother beckoned 
us to join them by waving us 
over saying “Well, what are you 
waiting for? Mangiare!” Then 
there was the campsite we found 
in an open field only to wake up 
in the morning and see an 
elephant walking by. A circus 
was being set up around us! True 
story, not a dream. 

The final leg of our trip was 
1050 miles south from 
Yellowstone through the Grand 
Tetons, Salt Lake City and Las 
Vegas. After filling the trusty 

Suburban with gas in Las Vegas, I had 
exactly 10 cents left! I put it in a slot 
machine and won $5, enough for a good 
breakfast and a phone call to Sue. What 
a summer it had been.   ~ Bob

Old Ironsides

Texas - broke and hot

Yellowstone



Geology of Salt Creek Hills
By Bill Neill

The Amargosa region has complex 
and beautifully exposed geology, and 
displays the geological history of much 
of western North America.  A good place 
to start a virtual tour is at Salt Creek 
Hills, located near Highway 127 midway 
between Baker and Shoshone.

The oldest rock unit at Salt Creek 
Hills is Paleozoic limestone, deposited 
from tropical seas on a slowly subsiding 
continental shelf.  The continental 
margin of western North American 
formed and then subsided after a larger 
continent was split away by rifting, and 
the separated mass now probably forms 
Australia or Antarctica.  In places the 
Paleozoic limestone abounds with fossil 
marine shells, which ancient animals 
evolved as armor for protection from 
predators.

In the Grand Canyon, Paleozoic 
limestone and sandstone layers of 
similar age are relatively thin and 
undeformed; whereas the units thicken 
to the west, forming a wedge-shape 

geometry, and are 
faulted and folded from 
later compressional 
impacts to the 
continental margin.  
These uplifted 
sedimentary 
layers underlie 
much of the 
Nopah and 
Resting Springs 
Ranges east of 
Shoshone, plus 

the mountain ranges bordering 
the north half of Death Valley. 

About 450 million years after 
deposition, and after folding and 
faulting, the Paleozoic layers near the 
south end of Death Valley were intruded 
by molten rock – magma - that fed 
volcanoes at the surface.  The magma 
crystallized slowly to form coarse-
grained granite, light in color because its 
chemical composition was high in silica 
and low in iron.  The granitic rock is of 
Jurassic age, somewhat older but similar 
in origin to granitic rock that underlies 
the Sierra Nevada.  During this period, 
California resembled the current western 
edge of South America, where a major 
volcanic chain – the Andes – results 
from subduction of an oceanic tectonic 
plate offshore. 

As the granitic magma crystallized, 
hydrothermal fluids carried metals 
including iron and gold into the 
overlying limestone and formed a 
small gold ore deposit.  In 1849, 
forty-niners headed west to the 
California Gold Rush via the 
southern route – the Old Spanish 
Trail from Utah – noticed gold 
specks in Kingston Wash and 
eventually started mining at the 
contact between granite and 
limestone.  In 1851 a rock 
building called the Amargosa 
House was constructed nearby 

that is the oldest structure in San 
Bernardino County.  This history is 
described in the second chapter of 
Richard Lingenfelter’s 1986 book Death 
Valley & The Amargosa – A Land of 
Illusion.

Today the Salt Creek Hills are 
valuable ecologically as riparian wildlife 
habitat, where Kingston Wash cuts 
through the granite hills and provides 
small amounts of surface water 
throughout the hot summers.

A small spring named Amargosa 
Spring and the adjacent gold mine area 
can be visited by a one-mile hike from 
the parking area near Highway 127.  A 
well-marked trail crosses the narrow 
wash with reeds, mesquite and a large 
Athel grove, then continues northward to 
the Amargosa House and remains of a 
1880s stamp mill.

A field trip to Salt Creek Hills will be 
part of our Meet the Amargosa weekend 
next October 25-27 based in Shoshone.      
   ~ Bill
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Gold diggings in reddish mineralized rock at contact between 
Jurassic granite and Paleozoic limestone.

Remains of Amargosa House, constructed in 1851 during 
initial phase of gold mining.  The dark hill at upper right is 

Paleozoic limestone.
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Anza Borrego DSP: Lizard impaled on an 
ocotillo by a loggerhead shrike. 

The original Tunnel #15 collapsed in 1932  
when the entire mountainside slid. Yes, it’s  
tilted that much! This is why Goat Canyon  

Trestle needed to be built in 1933.
 

These boxcars, once loaded  
with cement, fell off the  
tracks in 1983.

One of several small trestles along the way.Joshua Tree NP: Fortynine Palms Oasis

White-Lined Sphinx Moth.  
This is what becomes of those caterpillars we see  

all over Anza Borrego in the spring.

Ventral view of a tiny stone centipede  
(Lithobiomorpha sp.)

Bombay Beach, Salton Sea:  
Fantastic folk-art.

Goat Canyon Trestle, the largest all-wood  
trestle in the world.

Deb Nakamoto and two friends recently hiked several spots in Anza Borrego 
Desert State Park, Joshua Tree NP and the Salton Sea area.  

She sent a few of her photos to share.



When Bob was working on April 
“Lost” he thought he would throw in 
March also, since last month Lost! didn’t 
quite happen. Winners for February: 
Leonard Friedman, Nelson Miller and 
Craig Baker. Location: Little Hebe 
Crater, Death Valley

Little Hebe Crater, Death Valley
Nearby is Ubehebe Crater 

(pronounced YOO-bee-HEE-bee) is 
located at the north tip of the 
Cottonwood Mountains. The crater is 
half a mile (one kilometer) wide and 500 
to 777 feet (150 to 237 m) deep. The age 
of the crater is estimated from 2,000 to 
7,000 years old. 

In 2012, new evidence suggested that 
the crater may be as young as 800 years 
old, although this estimation was a 
lower bound, and it’s still possible the 
crater is much older than that. 

The crater was formed when magma 
migrated close to the 
surface and the heat of the 
magma caused groundwater 
to flash into steam, throwing 
large quantities of 
pulverized old rock and new 
magma across the stony 
alluvial fan draped across 
the valley floor. The magma 
rose through a fault that lies 
along the western base of 
Tin Mountain. Movement on 
this fault was responsible 
for uplift of the entire 
Cottonwood Mountains 
range. 

Geologists call the resulting large 
steam explosions hydrovolcanic or 
phreatic eruption and the pits created 
are known as maars. Ubehebe was the 
last and largest in a series of similar 
eruptions in the immediate area (its 
eruption exceeded the tensile strength of 
the bedrock by 10 times). Earlier 
eruptions created a group of much 
shallower maars to the south and 
another to the west. Little Hebe is a 
spatter cone that grew in the middle of 
one of the largest maars in the south 
group. The only significant deposit of 
lava in the volcanic field is contained in 
Little Hebe.

All of the maar-forming eruptions 
sent out fallout debris that mantled a 
broad area around the volcanic field 
(dozens of steam explosions issued from 
Ubehebe alone). The resulting light to 
dark gray cinder deposits consist of 

finely fragmented volcanic rock mixed 
with pulverized bedrock and are thickest 
immediately next to Ubehebe (80 feet; 
25 m). Rills and gullies that were 15 to 
20 foot (4.5 to 6 m) deep dissected the 
area prior to the eruptions and were 
buried by the fallout. Erosion has since 
re-excavated these features, exposing 
layers of cinder that still overlay 
adjacent ridges.

A type of pyroclastic flow called a 
base surge was sent out of Ubehebe by 
one of the explosions. It started after a 
large column of debris was thrown 
skyward then began to collapse. A 
doughnut-shaped cloud of hot ash and 
gas (the base surge) sped 100 to 200 
mph (160 to 320 km/h) from the base of 
the column while staying close to the 
ground, plastering the Ubehebe-facing 
side of all objects in the area. ~ Bob P

Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at 
bopeltzman@gmail.com 
with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the 
names of winners along 
with his hearty thanks and a 
new Lost puzzle for the 
month. 

Your answer should let 
him know what area he is 
in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near 
the Devil’s Golf Course.” 
Bonus points for 
approximate GPS 
coordinates.
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Lost Twofer: Where Am I?

February Lost? Little Hebe Crater, Death Valley

March
Photo: Wikipedia

April
Photo: Wikipedia



9 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 287 apRil 2020

Activities to Keep Us Safe and Happy
By Bob Jacoby

I hope all DE folks are doing well 
under the circumstances. Many of us are 
essentially restricted to the point where 
we are almost totally homebound. I am 
sure this has been difficult for everyone 
and it particularly has been for me. 
However, I have tried to make the best of 
this time and have looked upon it as an 
opportunity. I don’t have anything magic 
to communicate but I have found some 
things that work for me and I would like 
to share them with you. Here we go:
 1. YouTube. Yes, there is a little bit of 

everything on You Tube. For us DE 
people it is one home of dirt road 
videos. I have found literally several 
hundred such videos of just about 
every trail you can think of. This 
includes everything from the Mojave 
Road to the Lost Coast trail. I think 
we are all ready to be off road again 
and You Tube videos are one way to 
prepare for it. Give this a shot. There 
are hours and hours of action that we 
can relate to. 

 2. Desert Explorers Newsletters 
Archive I just recently have started a 
project to read every one of the 
Desert Explorers newsletters going 
back to 1995. Thanks to the 
incredible work of Bob Jaussaud, 
Axel Heller, Bob Martin, Marilyn 
Martin, Jean Roode, Jay Lawrence, 
along with many others, every 
newsletter for about 25 years is there 
to be read. It is very enjoyable as 
well as very informative reading. Just 
the pictures alone in each newsletter 
make it worthwhile. If you have a 
few hours on your hand, take 
advantage of this great resource! 

 3. Google Earth Google Earth is 
another resource that is particularly 
pertinent to the interests of Desert 
Explorers. If you want to go 
exploring while sitting at your 
computer terminal, this is the way to 
do it. Google Earth uses satellite 
imagery to provide a 3D 
representation of the Earth. As a 
result you can view anywhere on 
earth with surprising clarity. If you 
are so inclined you can follow roads, 
trails, etc. Just about anywhere on 
Earth. This is an outstanding way to 
research trails or just “fly around” the 
planet and stopping and exploring 
wherever you want.

 4. Walking and Hiking I know for a 
fact that most DE members love to 
hike. Some can go farther than others 
but I think we all consider some 
walking and hiking to be an 
important part of most of our trips. 
The good news is that you don’t need 
to be on a trip to do so. I have been 
able to establish a twice a day 
walking routine right in my 
neighborhood. To my knowledge, 
there are no legal reasons why a 
neighborhood walk is inappropriate 
and it is a very effective way to relax 
and take advantage of the time we 
now have available. It is very 
important to maintain appropriate 
social distancing on any outing.

 5. Stay In Contact with Friends and 
Family Under normal conditions, it 
is sometimes difficult to find the time 
to communicate with extended 
family and friends. I have found 

during the last few weeks that I now 
have that time. I am trying to use not 
only to keep up with my friends in 
Desert Explorers but also with other 
friends and extended family members 
that I haven’t always communicated 
with enough. 

 6. On-Line Course After doing some 
research, I have found that there is a 
multitude of online courses out there 
and many of them are free. One of 
the best sources is Coursera. They 
offer a wide variety of courses at no 
charge. Many of them are right up 
the alley of DE members. I strongly 
recommend exploring this option if 
you have time on your hands.

7.  Board Games As a result of being 
stuck at home, I dug out some board 
games that hadn’t seen the light of 
day in a long time. These include 
Monopoly and, believe it or not, 
Chinese Checkers. Playing these 
games might not replace driving the 
Mojave Road but they have proven 
to be substantial fun.

There are many other activities that 
are available to us until we are able to 
have some more dirt road fun. These 
include just maintaining our normal 
reading schedule. However we spend our 
time, I think it is important to decide that 
we are going to be happy and protect our 
mental health as well as physical health. 
That is so important and if each of us is 
able to achieve that, it will once again 
reflect how special the DE is.

In the meantime, be well and I am sure 
we will see each other on a trail soon.

 ~ Bob 

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert
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Ocotillo to Borrego
• POSTPONED •
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Friday meet, hike and overnight in 
Blair Valley. Saturday gas up and gather 
at Ocotillo, head out Dos Cabezas, hike 
Indian Hill and Mortero Canyon areas, 
hike to palms and pictos. Run southern 
Borrego trails, visit area highlights. Dry 
camp with “pot luck happy hour” 
Saturday night in ABDSP. Details will 
be announced in email after pre-run 
to check trail damage week of 3/9. 
High clearance 4WD required. CB 
channel 13. If you would like to join us, 
email Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net .

2020 Annual Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous

• POSTPONED •

DE River Days
• POSTPONED •

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
Weather and water level permitting, 

we plan to boat, from our place on the 
Colorado River near Needles, down 
river into scenic Topock Gorge. This 
area is only accessible by boat. We feel 
it is one of the most beautiful places on 
the planet and this is an opportunity to 
see it. Our boat accommodates 6 
passengers and we can make two trips 
into the Gorge, so space is limited to a 
maximum of 12 people.

There will be a potluck dinner at our 
place both Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Sue and I will barbecue chicken 
one night and hamburgers the second 
night. We plan to start the boat trip early 

Thursday morning and buy lunch at 
Topock. There may be time Thursday 
afternoon for a visit to Oatman Ghost 
Town - or we can just relax on the river.

Our “bunkhouse” on the river has 3 
bedrooms so it will accommodate up to 6 
people plus a few more if anyone would 
like to put their bedroll in the living room. 
There is also space to camp on our 
property and plenty of motels in Needles.

Reservations are required for this trip. 
Email: usontheriver@gmail.com

Rancho Camulos
• POSTPONED •

Leader: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
Rancho Camulos is a National 

Historic Landmark located along 
Highway 126 in the Santa Clara River 
Valley. It is situated within a working 
ranch in a rural setting along what was 
the El Camino Real and was the 
probable setting for Helen Hunt 
Jackson’s novel, “Ramona”.

We plan to meet at Rancho Camulos 
for a tour at 10 a.m. Saturday morning, 
April 25. The tours are free but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 per person.

After the tour everyone will be on 
their own to enjoy the rest of the day, but 
Sue and I plan to go to Fillmore and 
check out the Steam Train Railfest being 
held there April 25-26.

Please email if you plan to join us, 
usontheriver@gmail.com

Tour of Ridge Route
May 9, 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
We will meet on Saturday morning 

May 9 in the Gorman area. We will be 
following the historic Ridge Route 

which was the original auto road 
between Los Angeles and Bakersfield. 
The tour will be led by a local historian 
who will provide historical information 
for the entire route. We will be having 
lunch on the trail. 

The road has not been maintained for 
over 50 years, so you can expect just 
about any kind of conditions. High 
clearance, at least, will be required. 

There may be a $5 charge by the 
historian for each person on the trip. For 
more information, contact Bob Jacoby.

Piute Mountain
May 2-3 2020

Leader: Marian Johns & Dave Hess
Meet in Rosamond (Hwy. 14 north of 

Lancaster) 10:00 Sat. a.m.; then take 
backroads to Tehachapi.

First stop - the Tehachapi Loop - 
hopefully observe trains go round and 
round.

Next – head to Caliente and Caliente 
Canyon. Follow the Caliente Rd. and 
Creek all the way around to Piute Mt. Rd. 
via Twin Oaks.

 On the way, stop to see two waterfalls 
if they’re flowing. Also, we pass an old 
mine along the way but I have never 
stopped to check it out – so we’ll do that 
if we have time. On our way to Piute Mt. 
Rd. I hope we can see the two skeletons 
driving an old car - if they’re still there. 
Then up Piute Mt Rd. We plan to spend 
the afternoon exploring the roads in that 
area and hopefully camp up there.

Sunday, I’m thinking about taking 
Piute Mt. Rd. down to Lake Isabella, then 
east on Hwy. 178 to Kelso Valley Rd. 
Then we’ll drive up Kelso Valley and 
across the very southern tip of the Sierras 

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
— From Jerry Dupree, DE Trip Coordinator —

Please advise the Trip Coordinator (me) of the trip anyone plans to lead and a date so we don’t have conflicting schedules.
Jerry Dupree: gwdupree@aol.com



back to Hwy.14 via Jawbone Canyon Rd.
Trip ends when we reach Hwy. 14. Or 

if there’s time, we could do a short side 
trip up to Red Rock Canyon.

If you’d like to join us contact Marian: 
aridneal@gmail.com or (909) 887-1549 

Big Bear - Yucca Valley
May 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Trail run on the east side of Big Bear. 

Details will follow soon.

Explore Nevada
June 7-12, 2020

Leaders: Bob and Sue Jaussaud
We are currently planning a week 

excursion through the back roads of 
Nevada. This will be a running camp trip 
requiring high-clearance 4x4 vehicles. 
We hope to visit historic towns, 
abandoned mines and traverse scenic 
mountains. Please let us know if you are 
interested in joining us. Email 
usontheriver@gmail.com

 Kennedy Meadows to  
Sequoia National Forest

June 23-26, 2020
Leader: Jay Lawrence

Cross the southern Sierras and the 
Kern Plateau starting in Pearsonville, 
through Kennedy Meadows to the 
Sequoias on the west side. 

Eastern Sierras
July 20-23, 2020

Leader: Jay Lawrence
Trek the backroads in the Eastern 

Sierras from the Bishop area to the Mono 
Lake area. Details to be announced. 

San Gabriel Mountains
October 2020

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Liebre Mountain Trail in the Angeles 

National Forest. Details to be announced. 

El Paso Mountains Area
December 2020

Leader: Nelson Miller
Details to be announced. 

Upcoming trips in the 
planning stages 

 • San Jacinto & Santa Rosa 
Mountains near Idylwild

 • Saline Valley early Spring or Fall
 • Carrizo Plain Jerry Dupree
 • Anza-Borrego Nelson & Hess
 • Joshua Tree NP Need a leader
 • Arizona Peace Trail Bill Smith
 • Santa Ana River Marian Johns
 • Ridgetop Trails Santa Clarita
 • Gold Country Ana Marie Albert
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Gold 
Country!
AnaMarie (Romero) Albert 

is planning to lead a trip in 
the California Gold 

Country this summer.
Since the majority of Desert 

Explorers will be coming 
from southern California, the 
trip will be five days, one on 
each end for travel and three 

in the middle for local 
exploration. AnaMarie would 

like your thoughts on what 
highlights of the area you 

would like to visit so she can 
start sorting out the details. 
If you think you would like 

to join her, email your 
questions and suggestions to 
anamariealbert@gmail.com

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY

This nice note 
 came in from  
“Crazy Suzy”  

who is our web design  
secret weapon, to Debbie 

Miller-Marschke, our 
webgoddess.

Debbie,

Thank you for  
the generous gift card!  

I received it today.  
I think I’ll take my  

husband on  
a date. :-)

Suzy



Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al the kiddies' pal 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue's Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer ™Moneybagsº 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List




