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Get Your Kicks 
on Route 66!

Leader: Bob Jacoby
Photos by Julie Smith, Bobbi 

Sanchez and Daniel Dick
It seems like it has been years since 

we first hatched the idea of a DE trip on 
Route 66. What we needed was someone 
to step up and help organize and lead the 
trip. Our prayer was answered when 
Axel Heller volunteered to be Mr. Route 
66. Axel’s leadership was what made 
this trip 
happen. He 
performed 
considerable 
research in 
advance and 
performed a 
pre-run for the 
trip across 
northern Arizona. Because of a family 
emergency, he was unable to join us on 
the actual trip, but we couldn’t have 
done it without his input.

The trip was to start in Needles on 
Saturday May 4 and extend for three 
days across northern Arizona. Everyone 
was treated to some great comradery and 
excellent food at the abode of Bob and 
Sue Jaussaud on the night before we 
departed. There can’t be more gracious 
hosts than Bob and Sue and their  

     hospitality got our adventure to a 
great start. Our group included the 
following in addition to Bob and Sue: 
Nelson Miller, Janet and Pete Austin, 
Daniel Dick and Bobbi Sanchez, Dave 
Burdick, Marian and Neal Johns, Bill 
and Julie Smith, and myself and my 
friend and Route 66 junkie, Tim 
Thompson. 

We all convened the following 
morning at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant 
in Needles. This is a Route 66 landmark 
and a great place to begin our adventure! 
Bob Jaussaud volunteered to be the 
leader on this day as we got our caravan 
underway and crossed the Colorado 
River and immediately said goodbye to 
I-40 at Topock, Arizona. The concept  
of the trip was to accomplish at least two 
things. The first was to drive as many of 
the old alignments of Route 66 in 
Arizona as we possibly could. We also 

wanted to visit 
the many Route 
66 landmarks 
that still exist and 
also see the ruins 
of many places 
that died when 
Route 66 
disappeared and 

usually was replaced by I-40. 
Our first stop Saturday morning was 

at the most interesting town of Oatman, 
Arizona. I will guess that most of you 
have been to Oatman which is located in 
the Black Mountain range on old 66. 
The town is primarily occupied by 
burros who are the descendants of the 
mining era around Oatman. The town is 
anything but a ghost town as there are 
many, many stores selling Route 66 
souvenirs among other things.  
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After about an hour in beautiful 
downtown Oatman we were all ready to 
head on up the mountain on old 66 on 
our way to scenic Sitgreaves Pass.

If you have 
never been over 
Sitgreaves Pass on 
66, you have 
missed quite an 
adventure. This 
road to the top of 
the pass and down 
the other side was 
one of the biggest 
challenges in the 
original days of 
Route 66. The road 
goes through a gap 
in the Black 
Mountains at an 
elevation of over 
3,500 feet. There 
are steep switchbacks and the road is 
very narrow in places. Until this route 
was paved it intimidated and 
discouraged travels 
to such a degree that 
many actually hired 
drivers to drive the 
travelers vehicles 
over the road. Even 
after the road was 
paved it was very 
intimidating for 
travelers.

We were most 
fortunate to have Bob 
Jaussaud lead us over the 
pass. Not only does Bob 
know the road and its 
history, he also knows where 
the mining sites were and 
where the Beale expedition 
went over the pass. We did a 
couple of short hikes to view interesting 
inscriptions, etc. that few people have 
seen going over this road. This was a 
most spectacular ride and I thank Bob so 
much for sharing his knowledge.

On our way down the mountain as we 
headed toward the Sacramento Valley 
below we stopped at the restored gas 

station at Cool Springs. This rebuilt gas 
station is now a gift shop offering Route 
66 souvenirs and one of a kind Cool 
Springs memorabilia. The owner was 

extremely friendly and shared with us 
the history of this remote site. It is the 
site of at least two motion pictures and it 

served as the 
inspiration for 

Radiator Springs in Disney’s Cars. 
It was at Cool Springs where we first 
encountered significant traffic related to 
the annual Route 66 run from Seligman 
to Topock. We encountered this traffic 
all the way down the mountain to 
Kingman which was the center of 
activity. Because of this significant 

traffic, we were unable to stop at the 
Power House Route 66 museum in 
Kingman. This is probably the best 
Route 66 museum on the road and it was 

most unfortunate 
that we were unable 
to stop there.

After lunch we 
made a stop at the 
Kingman Airport to 
view some classic 
airplanes and 
continued east on 

the longest remaining 
original section of the 
highway. Heading 
northeast we passed 
through several 
classic Route 66 
small towns on our 
way to Hackberry 
and the legendary 

Hackberry General Store. This is one of 
the most unforgettable stops on Route 66 
in Arizona. The place not only has the 

usual Route 66 
souvenirs, but it also 
has an incredible 
collection of gadgets, 
mementos, billboards, 
signs and artifacts 
going back to the early 
days of 66. It is like a 
journey through time to 
walk through this 
incredible place. 

It was here at the 
Hackberry General 
Store where we said 
goodbye to Bob and 
Sue who had to leave 
us to head back. They 

were a tremendous help and showed us 
things we never would have found on 
our own. By this time, is was getting to 
be late afternoon and we continued a 
our caravan down old Route 66 to our 
stop for the night at Grand Canyon 
Caverns just beyond Peach Springs.  
At dinner that night we all agreed that 
this was a great day and an amazing  
way to start the trip.
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The next day proved to be equally 
interesting and fun. We started out 
heading east on the old road and had a 
great time reading the reestablished 
Burma Shave signs. (I can remember 
seeing these signs all along 66 when I 
was a child.) We soon arrived 
in the town of Seligman. This 
is a town that figures 
significantly in the history of 
Route 66. Not only is it 
historically important as one 
of the original landmark towns 
on 66, it also is the birthplace 
of the Historic Route 66 
Association of Arizona. As a 
result, it has one of the best 
gift shops on the route. It also 
is the home of the legendary 
Snow Cap ice cream stand as 
well as the 
well-known 
Roadkill 
Café. (The 
Roadkill is 
an Axel 
Heller 
favorite.)

After 
about 45 minutes seeing the 
sights in Seligman we followed 
a 17 mile original stretch of the 
old road which follows an old 
railroad alignment. This 
splendid and deserted road 
ended in Ash Fork where, 
unfortunately, we were forced 
onto I-40 for a short 
while. We soon 
arrived in the 
beautiful and 
interesting town of 
Williams, Arizona. 
We spent a couple 
of hours in 
Williams, including 
lunch at the Route 
66 Café and headed 
east out of town on some old dirt road 
segments of 66. Bill and Julie Smith 
were a tremendous help in leading us 
through this maze of dirt roads that 

really were the original alignments of 66 
and, in some cases, the National Trails 
Highway. It was fun being on these dirt 
segments and at one point as we crested 
a hill we were on the highest point on 
Route 66 in Arizona!

Our next challenge was to get 
through Flagstaff on some of the original 
alignments. Fortunately, Bill and Julie 
call the Flagstaff area home and they 

were able to guide us through the 
original route across town and provided 
some historical information as we went. 
Flagstaff is the home of Northern 
Arizona University and is a place that 
should be included on any 66 itinerary. 

As we left Flagstaff it was 
getting later in the day as we 
followed the pre 1947 
alignment toward Winona. 
Along the way, we passed the 
abode of Bill and Julie who 
never thought their home 
would be part of a Desert 
Explorers trip! Bill and Julie 
also led us to the interesting 
Walnut Canyon Bridge near 
Winona. This bridge is listed 
on the National Register of 
Historic places. It is a truss 

bridge 
spanning 
over 100 
feet. This is 
one of few 
remaining 66 
bridges in the 
area. Finally, 
we arrived at 

the Twin Arrows Navajo Casino 
Resort which was our home for 
the night. Not too much gambling 
went on as our group was 
pleasantly tired from a long and 
interesting day on Route 66. 

Day Three began with a visit 
to the Twin Arrows site across 

I-40 from the casino 
hotel where we were 
staying. The site is 
marked by two large 
arrows in the ground 
that are visible from a 
long way off. This 
site was once a 
thriving trading post, 
gas station and diner 
in the old days of 66. 

All that is left now is very interesting 
ruins. The site is apparently on what is 
now part of the Navajo reservation, If 
you are into old ruins this is a must stop 
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on 66. 
After Twin Arrows we headed down 

the road for about eleven miles to the 
site of Two Guns. Two Guns now 
consists of some ruins of stone buildings 
along with some other items in a very 
spread out 
area. It 
basically 
was a 
trading post 
area similar 
to Twin 
Arrows with 
the big 
difference 
being that 
Two Guns 

had captive wild animals 
in cages. At one time, this 
was a major 66 tourist 
attraction and a major 
town site for 66 traffic. 
Nearby is impressive 
Diablo Canyon which 
looks to be off limits to 
motorized vehicles. 

From Two Guns it was 
off to Winslow which is a 
real town for a change. There are at least 
two significant tourist attractions in 
town. Number one is the famous  
La Posada Hotel. The hotel had a Harvey 
House and is still a daily stop on the 
Amtrak Southwest Chief train. Our 
group toured the hotel lobby and grounds 
and found it to be very beautiful and 
very interesting. The second tourist 

attraction in Winslow is the Standing On 
the Corner monument in downtown 
Winslow. This of course, was made 
famous by the Eagles song, “Take It 
Easy.” 

Unfortunately, Nelson and Dave had 

to leave us in Winslow but the rest of us 
went to Holbrook where we had some 
great Mexican food in downtown 
Holbrook. From there it was off to the 
New Mexican border and some 
interesting older alignments. Before we 
knew it we had finally reached our goal. 
However, we were forced at the border 
onto I-40 east bound and couldn’t exit 

for about 20 miles or so right by Gallup, 
New Mexico. Most of us then ventured 
back to Holbrook for a night’s stay at the 
legendary Wigwam. This is one of the 
most famous motels along 66. The 
rooms are indeed shaped like a wigwam. 

However, 
we found 
the place to 
be very 
satisfactory. 

The next 
morning 
most of us 
headed for 
home from 
Holbrook. 

Unfortunately, this meant 
hopping on I-40. That, of 
course is the road we were 
trying to avoid on our 
eastbound sojourn on old 
66. Despite driving on the 
interstate all the way 
home, we had a great time 
thinking about the great 
time we had on this trip. 
What still stands out in my 

mind are the quirky route 66 landmarks, 
great scenery, and, perhaps most 
important, the great camaraderie of the 
group of wonderful and knowledgeable 
people. 

Maybe we should consider a Route 
66 trip across New Mexico!  ~ Bob            
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On a recent trip Ron, Mike, Sue and I 
left the Colorado River early in the 
morning to meet Mignon in Kingman. 
We were headed for Chaco Canyon. At 
Winona, Glenn and Jenny joined us as 
we continued our journey 
through Arizona. 

Unfortunately, we 
didn’t appreciate how 
long it takes to drive 
across Arizona. After a 
lengthy side trip to Grand 
Falls and additional time 
spent exploring portions 
of Old Route 66, the end 
of day found us well 
short of New Mexico. 
Our goal for the first 
night had been El Morro 
National Monument in 
New Mexico, but plans 
do change. We made it 
only as far as Holbrook, 
then had to find a place to 
camp. 

Next day we toured 
through the Petrified 
Forest National Park and 
visited the historic 
Painted Desert Inn there. The Inn was 
constructed around 1920 and remodeled 
with the help of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps starting in 1935. 
They built the furniture from ponderosa 
pine and the hand made light fixtures 
from tin. Fred Harvey managed the Inn 
when it reopened in 1940. 

In the mood for historic inns, we next 
visited the El Rancho Hotel in Gallup. 
This place is a must see for any Route 
66 aficionado. 

So we ended up taking two days 
instead of one to reach El Morro, a 
magnificent sandstone promontory 
southeast of Gallup. El Morro has a 
reliable water source at its base. The 
availability of water has attracted 

travelers for centuries and many left 
their inscriptions on the cliff face. It 
attracted us too and we camped the 
second night there. 

In the morning we headed out to find 

the ghost towns 
of Guadalupe 
and Cabezon in 
the mesa area 
northwest of 
Albuquerque. 
After many 
turn-arounds and 
a lot of head 
scratching, we 
gave it up. Our 
plans changed again and it was decided 
we should head directly for Chaco. 

Chaco Canyon was the hub for the 
Chacoan culture 1100 to 1200 years ago. 
The Chaco people built massive, multi-
story stone structures with hundreds of 
rooms and their road system radiated 

from the canyon in all directions. There 
is a loop road that leads to the trailheads 
for several of the ancient complexes. 
Pueblo Bonito is especially impressive. 
Our plan was to spend a couple of days 

in the canyon and hike 
to most of the accessible 
ruins. Plans do change 
though. After a cold and 
windy night camped in 
Chaco Canyon, we 
started early for a hike 
up an ancient Chacoan 
stairway on the cliff trail 
to Pueblo Alto. 
Reaching the top of the 
mesa, we noticed serious 
storm clouds heading 
our way and prudently 
agreed to abort the hike. 
We made it back to the 
cars just before the 
storm hit and decided 
we better change plans 
again and head out of 
the canyon before the 
access roads became 
muddy and impassable. 

Sometimes when one 
is forced to change plans 
things do work out for 
the better. Because we 
left Chaco early there 
was time for us to 
explore the Rio Chama 
area. What a gem that 
turned out to be! Our 
sunny route to Chama 
followed Highway 96 
through the Santa Fe 

National Forest, passing rustic little 
towns in beautiful redrock country. At 
the eastern end of the highway we came 
upon the historic town of Abiquiu where 
the Old Spanish Trail originated in 1829. 
Abiquiu was first settled in 1742 to 
defend the New Mexico frontier from 

A Well-Planned Trip to New Mexico?
By Bob Jaussaud • Photos by Sue Jaussaud and her minions

Gallup El Rancho Hotel

Mignon with the Pueblo Bonito doors

Sue and Ron at Pueblo Bonito

Mike on stairway



marauding Apache, Comanche, Ute and 
Navajo. It is part of a 16 thousand acre 
land grant to the Genizaros (former 
Indian slaves of the 
Spanish) that the 
Governor of New 
Mexico signed in 1754. 
We visited the old town 
square of Abiquiu and 
saw the Georgia 
O’Keeffe home and 
studio she located to  
in 1945. 

Just north of 
Abiquiu is the Ghost 
Ranch, part of a 1766 
land grant named 
Piedra Lumbre or 
“Shining Rock.” Roy 
Pfaffle won the deed to 
Ghost Ranch in a 1928 
poker game, but 
unfortunately for Roy 
his wife recorded the 
deed in her name 
(Carol Stanley) and 
Roy lost out. 

Past Ghost Ranch 
we turned into the Rio 
Chama Canyon and 
followed a very scenic dirt road along 
the river for 13 miles, planning to buy 
beer at the monks’ brewery at 

“Monastery of Christ in the Desert.” We 
arrived at the Monastery only to learn 
that the monks no longer brewed beer 

for the public. Not all was lost though. 
On our way into the canyon we had 
found a perfect dispersed campsite along 

the river and we did have plenty of wine. 
So, plans changed again and we settled 
in for the night. Glenn displayed real 
driving skill when he managed to “settle 
in” between two trees. It was an 
impressive feat. 

The Rio Chama Canyon is truly 
beautiful. It is kind of like being on a 
movie set. In fact, many movies have 
been filmed in the area including: Red 
Dawn, Silverado, City Slickers, Wyatt 
Earp, Wild Wild West, All the Pretty 
Horses, No Country for Old Men,  
3:10 to Yuma, and Lone Ranger just  
to name a few. 

Next morning we decided to try, once 
again, to access Cabezon and 
Guadalupe, this time from the north. It 
was not to be. We encountered closed 
and locked gates, but saw some 
spectacular country and did manage to 
get a distant view of the old Cabezon 

ghost town, now on a 
private ranch. So, we 
changed plans again 
and started heading 
west, hoping to camp 
in the high country of 
Cibola National Forest. 
These plans, of course, 
changed. Because it 
had become 
unseasonably cold and 
windy in New Mexico, 
we elected to head for 
warmer climes in 
Arizona, eventually 
finding a beautiful 
campsite along Silver 
Creek just south of 
Holbrook. The weather 
changed for the better 
and we thoroughly 
enjoyed an afternoon 
hike into the canyon to 
see the petroglyphs. 

Even with so many 
changed plans, it was a 
really good trip. In fact, 

the only plan for this trip that hadn’t 
changed was the plan to have good times 
with good friends. That we did!  ~Bob
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Glenn’s parking job

Monastery at Rio Chama

Abiquiu plaza

Mignon at Silver Creek

Abiquiu El Piñon group
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Alan & Claudia Heller’s  
Spring Romp in the Mojave
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Central California Misadventure
by Marian Johns

Recently I’ve been getting cabin 
fever and just needed to get away, so 
I’ve been dragging Neal on some trips 
by ourselves. Just returned from a four 
days jaunt in central California. Nothing 
went as planned. First we went up to 
re-visit Big Falls near Lopez Lake (near 
Santa Maria) – arrived at dusk. 

Unfortunately it was cold and rainy in 
the morning; the rocks were slippery 
and I would have had to wade across the 
creek which was quite full and cold – so 
I chickened out.

Then we went on up to revisit 
another place called “The Indians” up 
west of Paso Robles. Found a beautiful 

campsite and... the truck died right 
there. Luckily there was a nice couple 
camped there too and they gave us  
a jump in the morning; I headed for 
home. Stopped for gas in Santa Maria 
and forgot to leave the truck running and 
had to call AAA for a jump. Bought a 
new battery. But now there’s no power 

in the camper. Jeeze 
Louise! I guess I’ll 
have to replace that 
battery too.

With a good battery 
in the truck I canceled 
going home and drove 
down to Caliente 
Canyon (west  
of Tehachapi) to look 
for a waterfall that we 
saw about twenty 
years ago; found it – 
and another we hadn’t 
seen before. 
Continued up and over 
Piute Mountain where  
it had snowed the day 
before. Fortunately  
the snow wasn’t too 
deep but still there 
were a few dicey 
spots. Arrived home 
tired but in one piece.

~ Marian
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Daggett Days
By: Claudia Heller

Good to see the Daggett Historical Museum open and thriving!   
On April 6, Santa Fe Street was lined with spectators, there to witness 
the Daggett Days Parade.  Guitar strumming locals, out-of-town 
spectators and supporters from near and far more than doubled the 
town’s population for a day.  Food booths and other vendors added to 
the fanfare.  

The museum, which had been burglarized and practically 
decimated years before, was open and lived up to its former glory 
through the efforts of dedicated volunteers.  It is normally open every 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. but as the volunteer base grows, 
longer hours are anticipated. 
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270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

We have some new faces 
in our tribe! Hope to see you 

out in the desert with us 
soon. Welcome!

Larry & Annette Green
Oak Hills, CA

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE

Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA

Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR

Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY

Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR

Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR

Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE

Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP

Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR

Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ

Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET

Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII

Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR

Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV

Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT

Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS

Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW

Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR

Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP

William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH

Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH

Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S

Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF

Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK

Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU

Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY

Directions to Neal & Marian’s
Take I-15 Exit Sierra Ave. and proceed uphill, Northwest into the 

mountains following Lytle Creek Wash. 
You will pass the Valero gas station (on your left) and shortly continue 

through a stoplight. 
Go six and one fourth miles, passing the Ranger Station and two stores on 

the right and our two story house is on the left behind a black iron fence 
directly across the street from the white, modular Post Office. 

If you get to cross street Valley Vista, you have gone 100 feet too far. 
Several friendly dogs will greet you but are confined behind fences. 

Desperate calls for assistance: (909) 887-1549.

Desert Explorers 
July  

Business Meeting
Saturday, July 20th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Marian & Neal Johns’ Home

A Timely Note from Archeologist Anne Stoll
How’s this for a blast from the 

distant past? Assyrians loved to 
count things and according to one 
of their cuneiform inscriptions, in 
the ninth century B.C. after 
completing his new palace, 
Assyrian king Assurnasirpal II 
reputedly held the biggest house-
warming party ever. He hosted 
69,574 people for a feast that lasted 

10 days, providing 27,000 cooked 
cattle, sheep, and lambs (in 
addition to countless geese, ducks, 
gazelle, doves and fish) along with 
vegetables and beer for all. Wowza 
– must have been quite the bash! 
Probably had a few dancing girls 
too... and we think Coachella is a 
big deal. As they say, there’s 
nothing new under the sun. 
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Eastern Sierra 
Exploratory - Mines, 

Mills, Cabins and 
Sawmills

Tuesday-Saturday June 25-29, 2019 
Leader: Ron Lipari

We will meet on Tuesday, June 25 at 
10:30 at the Eastern CA Museum in 
Independence. From there we will head 
up 395 to a mill between Independence 
and Big Pine. Next we will head up to 
Bishop to camp at 8000 ft. on McGee 
Creek. Wednesday we will be going up 
395 to Mono Lake then into the Excelsi-
or Mountains in Nevada in search of 
mines and cabins. We will be camping in 
that area Wednesday night. Thursday we 
will be heading back to CA to the east 
side of the Glass Mountains to explore an 
old lumber camp. Friday will find us 
camping possibly in Nevada on Cotton-
wood Creek or heading back to Bishop to 
camp in the McGee creek area. This is an 
exploratory trip and requires high 
clearance 4x4 There will be moderate 
hiking. All of the camps will be in the 
back country. Each evening there will be 
a Happy Hour and the traditional DE 
Potluck so bring something to share. We 
will head for home on Saturday morning! 
Contact Ron Lipari if you are interested 
in attending at ronaldlipari@gmail.com. 
Cell 805-444-5284.

The Applegate Trail
Thursday-Saturday, July 4-6 

Leaders: Bill Powell & Bob Jacoby
We will explore the Applegate Trail 

from where it broke off from the 
California Trail near Imlay, NV to Goose 
Lake, CA. The Applegate Trail was 
pioneered by a small group of 
Oregonians in 1846 who wanted a route 
to Oregon that bypassed the need to raft 
down the treacherous Columbia Gorge. 
Later, two cutoffs from this route 
provided access to Northern California 

during the Gold Rush. The route will 
take us through Black Rock Desert and 
High Rock Canyon. This trip involves 
camping out for two nights. Although 
much of the route will be on graded or 
paved roads, high-clearance 4WD 
vehicles are mandatory as there are some 
rough stretches. Please contact Bill 
Powell by email at 1221102@gmail.com 
if you wish to join us. The number of 
participants will be limited. 

East Mojave Heritage 
Trail – Kelso to Needles
Friday-Sunday October 25-27, 2019
(Rescheduled from May 3-5, due to 

conflict with Route 66 Trip schedule) 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet at Kelso Depot Visitor Center 
(east end of the parking lot), 90942 Kelso 
Cima Rd, Kelso, CA 92309, Friday, 
October 25th at 11:00 a.m. The Visitor 
Center opens at 10:00 a.m. if you want 
to arrive early and take a tour. 

We will travel through or around the 
edges of the Providence Mountains, 
Piute Mountains, Old Woman 
Mountains, Turtle Mountains, Whipple 
Mountains, Chemuhuevi Mountains, and 
the Sacramento Mountains, with two dry 
camps along the way. We will have 
potluck Happy Hour and dinner both 
nights. This will finish the end of EMHT 
#3, which we did not finish on the last 
trip and EMHT #4. Both books may be 
purchased either from Mojave River 
Valley Museum or Mojave Desert 
Heritage and Cultural Association 
(Goffs), https://www.mdhca.org/.

Please email Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com if you plan to 
attend, so I know how many vehicles to 
expect.

In the Planning Stages 
No details yet for these trips... Look 

for more info in the next newsletter or 
call the trip leader if you would like to be 

kept in the loop, help plan or assist in 
leading the trip. If you have an idea for a 
trip, sing out! This is what makes our 
group go! Check the meeting minutes 
for more trips being planned.
 • Tour of Death Valley 
 • Butte Valley Area Death Valley
 • San Diego County area - Fred Raab
 • Back way to Panamint Valley on 

east side of Red Mountain (maybe)
 • WWII Bombing Targets - Nelson 

Miller and Steve Mersman, Hinkley 
Museum to Lucerne Valley
Leader contact information can be 

found on the Trip Leader List on the last 
page of this newsletter.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events
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DE Meeting Minutes
Saturday, May 11, 2019  
Photos by Allan Wicker

Meeting Open 11:50 a.m.
Regrets Jerry Dupree, Julie & Bill 
Smith, Deb & Steve Marschke, Mal & 
Jean Roode
Attending Ding & Allan Wicker, Jean 
& Sunny Hansen, Bob Jacoby, Nelson 
Miller, Steve Richards, Marian & Neal 
Johns, Bobbi Sanchez & Daniel Dick.
Previous Minutes Approved
Treasurer Bill Smith reported in 
absentia that we have a current bank 
balance of $5,159 and 103 
memberships. It was moved and passed 
to accept his report.
Newsletter Jay Lawrence reported that 
the newsletter is healthy and photos for 
the bit Route 66 trip are rolling in. Bob 
Jacoby promised his trip report soon.
Rondy All agreed this was one of our 
best ever and wished Mignon a huge 
“Attagirl” for her planning and 

leadership to pull it all off. Also a big 
thanks for trip leaders Glenn Shaw, 
Jerry Dupree, Nelson Miller, Mignon 
Slentz, Bill Neill and Bob Jaussaud. 
With the wild success of Bob Jaussaud’s 
river trip it was suggested that we look 
for a “special” trip on that scale for each 
Rondy if possible. Possibilities for the 
2020 Rondy were floated, including 
Pahrump, 29 Palms and Lone Pine. Bob 
Jacoby will be checking out 29 Palms 
and Pahrump and report back. Lone 
Pine is known, since we held a Rondy 
there a few years ago.
Website Great job Deb and Crazy Suzy! 
Newsletter material through April is up, 

Deb took photos of DE members at the 
Rondy to fill in some of the blanks.
Museum Nelson reported that the 
Barbecue was held last weekend, with a 
turnout of 25 more dinners served than 
last time. Cliff ran the barbecue 
practically by himself! Bob Hilburn 
passed away and left his collections to 
the museum. Plans are in motion for 
building projects. Current building size 
is approximately 2000 square feet. Plans 

are to move the library out of the main 
building and gain display space, 
approximately 750 square feet. The 
Cambridge Museum of Victor Valley 
donated their collections to the MRVM, 
primarily Native American pieces. 

Nelson and crew are currently working 
on a computer inventory of the library 
and maps. It’s a huge job. There is a 
vacancy on the Board. There was 
discussion of another donation to the 
Museum from DE which was generally 
approved, but will wait for Bill Smith to 

discuss and finalize. Also discussed was 
a donation to the Boulder City Museum. 
Trips Three trips on the books currently, 
with several in the hopper being 
planned. Ron Lipari is doing a four day 
trip in the Eastern Sierra, Nelson is 
doing the East Mojave Trail sections  
3 & 4 and Bill Powell is planning an 
Applegate Trail trip. Marian suggested  
a trip on the upper portions of the Santa 
Ana River if still possible. Bob Jacoby 
will take another shot at doing his dirt 
road trip north of Santa Barbara. Nelson 
suggested a trip to Monument Peak and 
Silverwood Lake. There was discussion 
of a Beale Road themed trip next year, 
through Arizona starting at Fort 
Mohave. Also discussed: a repeat of  
the well received San Andreas Fault trip 
from Brawley to Whitewater (needs a 
geologist, Allan Wicker may know a 
guy). Possible trip in Fall to Carrizo 
Plain. Discussion of developing new 
leaders, maybe getting David Hess  
in Bakersfield to lead something in  
his area.
New Business Let’s do a run of new DE 
shirts! Rancho Cucamonga printer was 
used last time by Neal & Marian. Ding 
suggested we pursue a local special 
interest trip at the Rondy, maybe the 
local fire or police service to talk about 
their special skills, needs and 
equipment. Additional suggestion was a 
tour of a nearby military base, but this 

was deemed unlikely since bases have 
upped security requirements so 
dramatically since 9/11.
Next Meeting Saturday, July 20th at 
Neal & Marian’s in Lytle Creek.
Meeting Adjourned 1:10 p.m.
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Bob was found last month at Cronese 
Mountains. Correct guessers: Bill Neill, 
Allan Schoenherr, Randy “One-T” 
Mathews. Leonard Friedman and 
David Hess. 

Cronese Mountains
The interesting formation is a sand 

dune on east side of Cronese Mountains, 
one mile northwest of I-15 exit at Basin 
Road, near Cronese dry lakes and north 
of Afton Canyon.

In addition to its rich geologic history, 
Afton Canyon has a long and rich human 
history, too. The canyon was, and still is, 
a thoroughfare for many people traveling 
through this desert area.

Archaeologists have collected 
artifacts from what was once the 
shoreline of ancient Lake Manix that are 
evidence of an ancient race that once 
lived here thousands of years ago. At the 
nearby Calico Early Man Site, just off of 
I-15 near Yermo (northeast of Barstow), 
similar research is currently being done 
and tools used by these ancient people 
have been found.

More recently, in the mid-1800’s, the 
canyon became part of the historic 
Mojave Road as it followed the Mojave 
River. Caves located about halfway 
through the canyon were welcome sights 
to travelers who used them as an escape 

from the hot, midday sun and, 
occasionally, as an overnight camp spot. 

In 1867, a band of Indians attacked 
some travelers just after they left the 
Caves following a lunch stop. A group of 
three passengers were in a mail buggy 
headed for Arizona from San Bernardino 
when they were ambushed by 15 to 20 
Indians who attacked with both guns and 
arrows. The travelers managed to escape 
and hightailed it that night to the next 
stop at Soda Springs (now called Zzyzx). 
One of the travelers, a doctor and an 
officer in the Army, was wounded in the 
neck. Even though there were about 150 
militia stationed at Soda Springs, they 

decided not to go after the Indians. The 
Army doctor died the following morning.

Today, Union Pacific Railroad still 
uses the canyon as a vital mainline in 
their system. On a good day, you can 
easily see several dozen trains pass 
through and, since there is only one set of 
tracks through the canyon itself, you can 
sometimes see trains sitting, waiting their 
turn on either side. Cliff & Ilene 
Bandringa ~ Bob P

Stephen Mersman was sharing my 
balloon and spotted this interesting 
formation that can be seen from the 
Interstate. What it looks like is open to 
interpretation, like cloud spotting, Send 
your best guess as to what it appears to 
be (animal, vegetable or mineral) and the 
approximate location and win a nod 
from perpetually, Lost Bob.

 Help him find out where he is on the 
map so he can put-down and call for 
Lyft. Send your guess for this month’s 
puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@gmail.
com with the word “lost” in the subject. 
He will publish the names of winners 
along with a his hearty thanks and a new 
Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.

Lost: Where Am I?

Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? Cronese Mountains



Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 2532 N 4th St., #445 Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 2532 N 4th St, #445, Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List




