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The Vermillion 
Cliffs

By Mignon Slentz
Early October, Mal Roode, Chris 

Dulk (from Germany) and myself 
journeyed to Paria, Utah to explore the 
Grand Wash Overlook area. Rain the 
previous couple days and reports of slick 

dirt roads and high water crossings led 
us instead to the Vermillion Cliffs region 
off Houserock Road which runs between 
89 in Utah and 89A in Arizona and  

    where you can access the well known 
“Wave” hike. The normally deep sandy 
roads had been compressed with the 
recent rain and were a delight to drive 
on. We camped at Pinnacle Valley, 
visited Big Pockets and discovered Ed 
Laws’ 1911 signature. Joe’s Ranch had 
several intact buildings and the two 
natural ponds nearby were full, making 
it an ideal setting. We hiked up a cliff to 
find foundations of Indian structures, a 
great view and good cell service. Other 
stops led us to pictographs on a rock 
wall, more ranches and additional 
signatures.

The whole area is made up of 
fantastic geological formations 
resembling a myriad of toadstools, 

hoodoos and other apparitions. Rain was 
forecast again and Chris’ Jeep was 
making noises so we scurried back to 
Paria for the last rainy night.  ~ Mignon
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Save the Date!
The Desert Explorers 2019

Annual Rendezvous
will be held April 5-7, 2019 in Boulder City, Nevada
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Global 4-wheeling and Rock Art
By Anne & George Stoll

Just back (10-2018) from another 
rock art exploration in Brazil, this time 
involving some serious 4-wheeling that 
might bring a DE smile. It’s all Bob 
Jaussaud’s fault, actually – he’s the one 
that insisted we see Iguassu Falls in 
2010, our first intro to this remarkable 
country. This time we made it into a few 
more remote spots in northeastern Brazil 
thanks to our English-speaking guide 
Filipe, a most amazing Brazilian many-
time off-road rally driver, Sabiá, and a 
classic lady, a very dark green vintage 
turbo-diesel Land Rover Defender.

Wish I had a buck for every guy that 
offered to buy this car as we traveled 
through the Brazilian countryside! 
Between the Defender and our white 
hairs and dark glasses, we had people 
staring at us everywhere, which made it 
all that much more fun. Sabiá and that 
Defender did quite well with the two-lane 
“highways” in the back country, passing 
huge trucks with ease. But what that pair 
could do off-road was the really fun part.

September 22 we were headed for a 
rock art site, Toca da Figura, up on the 
plateau country outside of the town of 
Morro do Chapéu, Bahia state, Brazil. 
Vegetation in the cerrado is quite sparse 
and it was a pretty hot day. There were 
six of us on the trip, George, me, Filipe, 
Sabiá, our local guide and Franco, “the 
Professor” of tourism in town, perched 
on the roof to video the whole crazy 
adventure. It was decided that the hike 

would be too long if we parked at the 
usual spot and after all, there “used to be 
a road” right to the site (sound familiar?). 
You know what’s coming.

Sabia shifted into rock-crawling low 
gear, no foot on the gas necessary, and 
leaned out of the door to steer. With our 
local guide out front, we went crossed a 
chasm or two and went over some pretty 
rough terrain, with the Professor 
clinging to the roof hooting and 
hollering and all of us inside laughing, 
cheering and dodging vegetation. 

The local rancher didn’t seem too 
impressed, but we certainly were!

Made it in fine shape to the rock art 
and back. Caipirinhas at dinner were on 
us! Respectfully submitted, Anne and 
George Stoll
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Handy Portable Phone Charger
by Jerry Dupree

Have you ever found a gadget and wondered how you 
ever get along without it? I didn’t know such a thing existed 
as a portable phone charger. Have you wanted to call 
someone and found your cell phone to be dead? How about  
a rental car with no electric outlet to charge your phone?  
I found a disabled car with two elderly couples, one man was 
handicapped and their only cell phone between them was 
dead. I let them use mine to contact AAA for service.  
I handed each of them a bottle of water while we waited  
and offered to charge their phone with my portable charger.  
I had originally bought one and then received another one as 
a gift. The second one has an LED flashlight, which can be 
very handy to find the right key or the lock. One of my 
chargers plugs directly into a wall outlet and the other one 
will charge with a USB plug. There are adapters to charge 
them from a vehicle. 

I was in a position where I was stranded and made a call 
for assistance and needed to tell the emergency driver how 
to find me and it nearly used up all of the battery in my 

phone while I was 
using it. Having a 
portable phone 
charger would 
have been a good 
reserve. 

The devices are 
capable of 
charging cameras 
as well. They 
come with plugs 

for other purposes. The chargers cost around $30 and would 
be worth the price whenever you or someone near you needs 
a quick charge. I don’t know how much time a complete 
charge would take, but 20-30 minutes of cell phone battery 
life would help to get assistance or to make an important 
call. One of my chargers was from Best Buy and the other 
was purchased at our local Ace hardware store. There are 
indicator lights to tell how much electricity is remaining. 

I usually carry one of my chargers in my camera case 
which is almost always with me, especially when I travel 
more than fifty miles from home.     ~ Jerry
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Gettin’ My Kicks on Route 66 in Arizona
by Axel Heller 

I pre-ran the proposed trip of Route 
66 through Arizona in October, antici-
pating that it will be near the end of 
April as a DE trip, three to four days.

I have highlighted exits along I-40, 
for sights to see. Of course there are 
many more attractions of Route 66, 
where I followed as many alignments 
that I could locate. I-40 did not “pave” 
over Route 66, but followed it for a lot 
of the distance. Since everybody is in a 
hurry these days, they made a straighter 
road with less 
elevation gain/loss 
and FASTER (75 
MPH). Business 
loops, that were 66 
roadbeds, became 
the norm for many 
cities and they tried 
to capitalize on that. 
Alas, many towns 
became ghost 
towns, like Two 
Guns and Twin 
Arrows, even 
though there were 
off-ramps to them. 
Other towns were 
completely 
bypassed, like the 
fictitious town of 
Radiator Springs (Cars movie by Pixar), 
but I did find that particular town (or 
claimant to the title) in my journey. 
You’ll have to sign up for the trip to find 
it, with all of the old cars.

Oatman The Ghost Town that 
refused to die. Clark Gable and Carole 
Lombard spent their first night of 
married bliss at the Durlin Hotel after 
being married in Kingman in March 
1939. Today stores and burros are the 
main attractions.

Kingman exit 44-53 One of the best 
and longest segments of Route 66 
(Arizona 66 now). Over 83 miles to 
Seligman (exit 123). On this stretch of 

highway, they have erected some “old” 
Burma Shave signs. There are many 
small towns along this road. You used to 
be able to get a special stamp “cancella-
tion” on Valentine’s day from the town 
of Valentine. A stop at the Grand Canyon 
Caverns is well worth it. An hour long 
tour is available into the caverns, and 
you can actually spend the night inside.

Seligman exit 123 This town is 
designed for the traveler. Birthplace of 
the Historic Route 66 Association of 

Arizona. Looking for a place to eat? Try 
the Roadkill Café.

Williams exit 161-165 Williams was 
the last town that was bypassed, on 
October 13, 1984. Very interesting town, 
with many museums and eatery places. 
Gateway to the Grand canyon, especially 
by railroad. I found an old bridge on post 
1930 Route 66 with a tree growing on 
top of it! It was a nice gravel road to the 
town of Belmont (exit 185)

Flagstaff exit 191-204 Inside of 
Flagstaff , you travel on the Business 
Loop of I-40, the original Route 66 
going through the town. The pre-1947 
alignment will get you to Winona (exit 

211)
Twin Arrows exit 219 Marking this 

exit are two large Arrows, inspired by 
Two Guns on Route 66. Remains are the 
arrows and a diner and trading post. It 
became a ghost town in 1995, due to 
I-40. Across the highway is the Twin 
Arrows Casino, operated by the Navajo 
Tribe.

Two Guns exit 230 This little town 
was developed near Diablo Canyon, as a 
construction/crew site for the Santa Fe/

Atlantic to Pacific 
RR as they built the 
bridge across Diablo 
Canyon about three 
miles north of the 
“town” in 1880 or 
so. When the bridge 
site was surveyed, it 
was thought that the 
canyon was only 
100 deep, but in 
reality it was nearly 
250 feet, almost 
bankrupting the 
A&P building this 
bridge. Remains of 
some foundations 
can still be seen 
next to the current 
bridge.

Other history: A group of Apaches 
raided the local Navajos on a regular 
basis until 1878, when their hiding place 
was discovered. The Navajos built a fire 
at the entrance of the cave and shot 
anyone coming out, and hence became 
known as the “death cave”. 

In 1907 the National Old Trails 
Highway was built and became a 
waypoint for travelers. By the twenties 
there was a zoo and a bridge across the 
canyon. Today a KOA campground sign 
and lots of stone buildings remains.

Meteor Crater exit 233 About 
50,000 years ago, a meteor struck. 
Traveling at over 65 miles per 

Axel, doing his best Jackson Browne imitation, standin’ on a corner in Winslow Arizona.
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SECOND, it entered the atmosphere, 
slowing down and burning up. Impact 
was estimated at 12 miles per second, 
creating a hole about 3/4 of a mile in 
diameter, and about 550 feet deep. Size 
of the rock? Estimated at 150 feet across 
with an explosion of about 10 Megatons. 
It was a very bad day for the wooly 
mammoths living in the area at the time.

The crater was utilized by NASA to 
train the Apollo astronauts of what to 
expect on the moon, for a debris field. 
One of the astronauts actually tore his 
suit in the crater, and a redesign was 
done, good thing it happened here 
instead of the moon.

Winslow exit 252-257 Business loop 
takes you down across on Route 66. The 
route is divided up into two one-way 
streets. East bound you will have to stop 
(2nd and Kinsley) and “Stand on the 
Corner” made famous by the Eagles 
(Take it Easy). Many gift shops and the 
Old Trails Museum in the area. The 

restored La Posada Hotel was a former 
Harvey House built in 1928.

Outside of town, they have built a 
monument dedicated to 9/11 with some 
steel from the twin towers.

Jack Rabbit exit 269 Excellent little 
store, with a giant rabbit in front (see last 
months edition of the newsletter). Good 
place to get some great stuff.

Holbrook exit 285-286: Business 
loop road. Many old places to explore. 
The Wigwam Motel is located here with 
displays of old cars. The Holbrook 
Visitor and Museum, located in the 
former courthouse.

Painted Desert/Petrified Forest exit 
311 This is a National Monument and 
requires a National Parks & Federal 
Land Pass. There are two ways into the 
Monument – take 180 out of Holbrook 
or exit 311 from I-40. Landscape is 
AWESOME in colors. (There are 
actually two Visitor Centers, one at each 
end of the Monument.)

Over 65 Million years ago, trees fell 
into the riverbed and absorbed minerals, 
and now we find them after the hills 
have eroded & deposited them in the 
valley floors. The trees are harder than 
stone to cut and polish and very heavy.

Route 66 cuts through the Painted 
Desert area, the road was “destroyed” to 
prevent someone trying to travel on it. 
The only place to actually see the road is 
when you come across the old 
Studebaker frame that was abandoned. 

Inside, about 2 miles north of I-40, is 
the restored 1924 Painted Desert Inn.



Houck exit 348 Can’t miss this, Fort 
Courage “Home of F-Troop”. It was 
basically a roadside attraction and 
trading post, and closed down about ten 
years ago. It is still “For Sale”.

Lupton exit 359 This is the last exit 
before entering New Mexico. Looking 
above the walls by the trading posts, you 
can see “animals” and a village on the 
hillside. On the south side of I-40, are 
the remains of several buildings along a 
five mile section of Route 66.

I found that every time I stopped  
into a store, I came across a lot of 
history of Route 66 and a lot of local 
information. ~ Axel
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SHORT BUSINESS MEETING - THEN WE PARTY!

S A T U R D A Y

E A T ,  D R I N K &  B E  M E R R Y

A N N U A L  G A G  G I F T  T H E F T  G A M E  !
B E  T H E R E !

11AM • POT LUCK LUNCH

2018

Desert Explorers

Christmas

DECEMBER 15TH

Come to our Annual 
Christmas Party at s

Ding & Allan Wicker’s
Mark your calendar!

Driving Directions: In Claremont from the I-10 go 
north on Indian Hill Blvd. Past Foothill Blvd. At the third 
break in the median (counting from Foothill) turn left into 
the entrance to Griswold’s townhomes. You will see a set of 
three gates connected to an ivy-covered wall and tile-roofed 
townhomes.

From the I-210 eastbound the closest exit is Towne 
Ave. Then south (right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on 
Foothill to Indian Hill.

From the I-210 westbound get off at Baseline and go 
west on Baseline to Indian Hill Blvd. Turn left (south). 
Approach the northern-most gate at the entrance. Stop 
there, and at the keyboard punch 037. (There is a directory.) 
That will ring Allan’s phone, and he will answer and open 
the gate from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through it turning right 
immediately. Then follow the street until the first left 
opportunity. Turn left and again left at the next opportunity. 
The address is 1430 Sitka. Park in any available parking 
area-not along the curb. The 1430 on the side of the house 
should be visible from the street.

Walk up the driveway, and follow the sidewalk  
to the house entrance. Desperation calls for assistance  
(909) 445-0082.
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Rattlesnake Canyon, 
Mines, Cabins  

& Springs
Saturday, December 8, 2018 

Leader: Nelson Miller
We will drive up the beautiful, twisty 

Rattlesnake Canyon on the north side of 
the San Bernardino Mountains and see 
Charles McClure’s claims, who 
rediscovered old Spanish workings and 
mined in the Viscera Springs area from 
1941 to about 1960. There are also a 
number of cabins, a windmill, and some 
other assorted mines, and perhaps a 
Spanish smelter. 

Meet at the Lucerne Valley Market, 
32946 State Highway 18, Lucerne Valley 
at 9:00 a.m. The market is at the 
northeast corner of Barstow Road and 
Highway 18, just a quarter mile south of 
Barstow Road and Old Woman Springs 
Road (where Highway 247 makes a 90 
degree bend.) There is a good map and 
Bill Mann’s books at the market. We will 
be seeing some of the sites in Volume 6, 
Guide to Big Bear. If you want to pick 
them up, please arrive early. If you are 
coming from the east, we can arrange to 
meet you at the Rattlesnake Canyon 
turn-off, which is 18.5 miles east of Old 
Woman Springs Road. 

The mining area is 5,500 to 6,000 
feet elevation, so depending on the 
weather, it may be chilly. Rain will 
cancel, but usually will not get rain here, 
even if it rains in Los Angeles. 

I intend to return to pavement at 
Baldwin Lake, which is just east of Big 
Bear Lake, before 5:00 p.m.

Please email Nelson Miller at Nemill-
er47@yahoo.com, if you plan to attend 
so I will know how many vehicles to ex-
pect. I can also send you some articles 
from Desert Magazine about this area.

Living Desert,  
Fault Line, Eagle 

Mountain Railroad 
Trestle Trip

Wednesday-Thursday, 
December 12-13 

Leaders: Jerry & Dolly Dupree
The trip will consist of visiting the 

Living Desert in Palm Desert. For those 
who have not been there, you are in for a 
special treat as the exhibits consist of 
flora and fauna of deserts around the 
world. Many exotic desert animals on the 
Endangered Species lists are being bred 
for protection of animals for future 
generations. There are cheetahs, jaguars, 
giraffes, and many other African and 
South American species. The desert plant 
life, riparian fish and amphibian animals, 
plant life, and reptiles and insects as well 
is early human lifestyle exhibits are 
recreated. There are footpaths for walking 
tours as well as a guided tram tour for 
those with tired feet. 

The Living Desert has a cafe, or there 
are numerous local restaurants close by. 
We have the names and numbers of local 
hotels on the way for the rest of the trip, 
or there are RV accommodations at the 
Spotlight 29 casino. After breakfast the 
trip will continue along Interstate 10 to 
Red Cloud Road to the Bradshaw Trail 
and will stop at the Eagle Mountain 
railroad trestle over the Bradshaw trail 
and watershed. The trip will visit the 
Dos Palmas Nature Preserve where there 
is a large pond formed by the ground 
water forced up from the San Andreas 
fault. We will be paralleling the fault 
along Highway 111 and I-10. 

The end of the trip will be a visit to 
the Whitewater nature preserve, located 
at the end of the Whitewater road, nine 

miles north of I-10. There are exhibits 
and four ponds, campground, and 
covered picnic area, plus a spectacular 
view of the mountains, earthquake fault, 
and occasionally big horn sheep. 

The trip is mildly rugged and will 
require a high ground clearance four 
wheel drive vehicle, and a working CB 
radio. Be sure to bring a camera and a 
picnic lunch, and folding chairs. 

Please contact us at gwdupree@aol.
com to let us know who is coming and 
for further information. We will provide 
downloadable handouts of the schedule, 
equipment, accommodations, and 
recommended supplies. Anyone going 
can print it out. 

We will dry camp Friday and 
Saturday nights. 

Arizona Route 66
Saturday-Tuesday, April 13-16 

Leaders: Axel Heller  
& Bob Jacoby

Preliminary information: Travel 
across Arizona on alignments of Route 
66 to New Mexico border. Motel 
accommodations or RV campsite for 
evenings (RV can take 6 people per site/
tent). Optional segment will continue 
into New Mexico if interested. Details 
will follow in future Newsletters

In the Planning Stages 
Details for these trips are sketchy at 

the moment. Look for more information 
in the next newsletter or call the trip 
leader if you would like to be kept in the 
loop, help plan or assist in leading the 
trip. If you have an idea for a trip, sing 
out! This is what makes our group go! 
Check the meeting minutes for more 
trips being planned.

 • Tour of Death Valley  
Emmett Harder & Matt Jones

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

mailto:Nemill-er47@yahoo.com
mailto:Nemill-er47@yahoo.com
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 • Butte Valley Area Emmett Harder. 
Death Valley

 • San Diego County area - Fred Raab, 
no dates yet

 • Back way to Panamint Valley on 
east side of Red Mountain (maybe) 
- Emmett Harder and company

 • Afton Canyon to Mesquite Springs 
Desert Megaphone area, early 
2019 - Nelson Miller 

 • WWII Bombing Targets - Nelson 
Miller and Steve Mersman, Hinkley 
Museum to Lucerne Valley
Leader contact information is also 

listed on the Trip Leader List on the last 
page of this newsletter.

Attending: Axel Heller, Bob & Sue 
Jaussaud, Ruth & Emmett Harder, Steve 
Marschke & Debbie Miller-Marschke, 
Lindsay Woods, Terry Ogden, Allan & 
Ding Wicker, Jerry Dupree, Neal & 
Marian Johns, Tracy Wood, Bob Jacoby, 
Jay Lawrence
Regrets Bill & Julie Smith
Meeting Opened 11:40 a.m.
Previous Minutes Approved.
Treasurer Reported by Bob Jacoby for 
Bill Smith. We’re solvent and in good 
shape. Current funds as of 9/25 are 
$4,727.
Newsletter Newsletter submissions are 
flowing in and much appreciated. Bumper 
stickers and DE business cards were 
distributed to everybody in attendance. 
Get yours at the Holiday Party or see Jay. 
You need to get them in person, since 
they get beat up terribly in the mail. We’ll 
make them available to every trip leader 

in the future so all attendees who want 
them can have them. They are free to DE 
subscribers. Our February meeting will 
have a software demo to show folks who 
are interested how the newsletter goes 
together. Also, anybody who would like 
to learn how should contact Jay to set up 
a hands-on session. It’s easy to get started 
and we could use an extra hand now and 
then for backup and to build a page once 
in a while. Several folks have already 
expressed interest in learning.
2019 Rondy Mignon is leading the 
planning, with Jerry Dupree and Bob 
Jacoby in the wings. Our site is the 
Clubhouse Meeting Room in Broadbent 
Park in Boulder City, Nevada. Dates are 
April 5-7, 2019. The site will 
accommodate 120 people and includes a 
kitchen, restroom, barbecue and chairs. 
Two campgrounds are nearby in the 
national park, plenty of hotel 
accommodations also. We will work to 
find a motel who will offer a Desert 
Explorers discount for Rondy attendees. 
Lake Mead National Park campground is 
also nearby. We will have a dinner 
speaker who will talk about the building 
of the dam. There are many trip 
opportunities in the area. One will be to 
the famous Walking Box Ranch between 
Nipton and Searchlight. Other 
possibilities are El Dorado Canyon, Black 
Canyon, Keyhole Canyon petroglyphs 
and a private mine tour at the Techatticup 
Mine. Details will follow as the date 
approaches.
Website Deb reported that the site is 
doing well and up-to-date. 
Subscriber Guide Tabled. 
Museum Deb reported that there have 
been several break-ins in August, money 
was stolen and the culprits arrested. Extra 
cameras have been installed for more 
protection for the site and museum 
workers. Mike Boltinghouse’s new book 
on Pre-Route 66 has been derailed until 
he can secure rights approval for the 
maps. He will be doing a presentation at 
the November MVRM meeting. Bob 
Jacoby suggested that we continue our 

MVRM work parties in the future, 
perhaps several times per year. The last 
one, headed up by Nelson Miller was a 
grand success and much appreciated by 
the museum. Plus, it was a good time! It 
was moved and seconded to give the 
work party leader a petty cash allowance 
for on-site necessities and hardware 
purchases. Unanimous approval.
Trips Jerry noted upcoming trips and is 
looking for more. Always more.
Upcoming trips: 
 • Jerry Dupree - San Andreas Fault, 

Living Desert & 1-2 nature preserves
 • Fred Raab - San Diego/Imperial 

county area trip in the planning stages. 
No dates yet.

 • Death Valley Area - Emmet Smith 
will follow up with Matt

 • Route 66 - Axel pre-running, will 
report in November newsletter.

 • Back way to Panamint Valley on east 
side of Red Mountain (maybe) - 
Emmett Harder and company

 • Talked about Fisher’s Landing day 
trip, jet boat upriver, historic sites, 
canoe back. Room for 25 people from 
Martinez Lake Jet Boat Tours. Info 
from Deb, Neal says “You’d better 
listen to my floozy!” so I guess we 
had better listen... Stay tuned.

New Business Bob and Sue are 
researching the Route 66 closure near 
Danby. Reminded everybody that 
October 6th was Old Spanish Trail Days.
Next meeting December 15th including 
our annual Yule Foolishness Gathering at 
Ding and Allan Wicker’s home.
Adjourned: 1:00 p.m.

Desert Explorers 
Meeting Minutes
September 29, 2018
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It seems we live 
in an electronic 
age where print 
media is on its way 

out. However, it is my opinion that print 
media will never be obsolete. In fact, 
when I do go out on a trip it has always 
been my habit to carry a lot of books 
along. I have found it reassuring to have 
tangible books with me rather than just 
electronic gadgets. There are at least 
three books that I highly recommend for 
this purpose. Most of you are probably 
already acquainted with each one but I 
think it is worthwhile to have a refresher 
course as to how valuable these books are.

The first book I want to mention is 
the Mojave Desert Dictionary by none 
other than Pat Schoffstall from our 
Mojave River Valley Museum. This 
book is now in its second edition and is 
essential if you are traveling, or 
preparing to travel, in the Mojave 
Desert. There are well over 300 pages of 
information regarding place names in the 
Mojave Desert section of San 
Bernardino County. Pat’s personal 
knowledge of these places is augmented 
by considerable input from others with 
knowledge of the Mojave. When the first 
edition of the book came out I thought it 
was a major achievement and very 
complete. However, Pat received 
numerous phone calls and emails that 
suggested additional information. This 

input led to the printing of the second 
edition. . This is a great book to take 
along with you on desert trips. It 
contains invaluable information. The 
best place to purchase this book is at the 
Mojave River Valley Museum itself. I 
highly recommend you do so. Among 
the many things you will learn about is 
Egbert’s Caches!

A second book of great importance to 
have in your library and to carry along 
on outings is A Natural History of 
California (2nd Edition) by our own DE 
member, Alan Schoenherr who teaches 
at Cal State Fullerton.  This book was 
published by the University of California 
Press and, in my opinion, is the most 
complete and comprehensive book 
available on the Natural History of 
California. One of the challenges of 
writing this book for Alan was the sheer 
complexity of California from an 
ecological standpoint. Schoenherr points 
out that there is more climatic and 
topographic variation in California than 
in any other region of comparable size in 
the nation. It is this complexity that it 
the reason for over 600 pages of 
excellent writing with information on 
various aspects of California natural 
history and ecology. The book is 
organized around the 12 specific 
geomorphic provinces in California. The 
detail is amazing and I have carried this 
book with me to enhance many trips 

both in the Mojave and elsewhere in 
California. The book is available in 
many bookstores and can be ordered 
from Amazon. It should be noted that 
this book is also a great armchair read.

The third book I want to mention is 
another gem. It is Historic Spots in 
California Fifth Edition edited and 
revised by Douglas E. Kyle and 
published by Stanford University Press 
This book is organized by California 
counties and provides a complete 
narrative for the historical spots in each 
county. It is very complete for San 
Bernardino County and provides some 
outstanding reading and interesting 
historical information for each spot. The 
book does not purport to be a complete 
history of California but instead is a 
book about the historical landmarks of 
California. It is very well written and 
well organized by county and can be a 
valuable resource when you are planning 
a trip or want more information on a 
landmark you are visiting. The book is 
usually available via Amazon and is in 
many book stores. The writing style is 
also conducive to great armchair reading. 

I have made good use of all three of 
these books as evidenced by the wear 
and tear apparent on each back. (I may 
have to order new copies!) Never give 
up on physical, printed books. They will 
always be with us and will always be 
invaluable. ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner by Bob Jacoby



Here are the correct guessers for 
October: Holcomb Valley, CA - Stephen 
Mersman, Randy (one T) Mathews, 
Ken Hemkin, Janet Austin and 
Leonard Friedman.

For November, Bob’s taken to the 
balloon again and needs a place to set 
down but doesn’t know where he is so he 
can call Uber to come and pick him up. 
Please let him know, what formation he 
is over so he can get his bearings. 

Last month: Holcomb Valley
Holcomb Valley, located in the San 

Bernardino Mountains about five miles 
north of Big Bear Lake, was the site of 
the most gold mines in Southern 
California. It was named after William F. 
Holcomb, who found gold there in 1860. 
That year started the largest gold rush in 
the Southern California region. The 
boomtown of Belleville grew up near 
there and flourished for about ten years 
before being abandoned. The site is now 
registered as California Historical 
Landmark #619. 

In May 1860, gold was found there by 
William F. Holcomb and Ben Choteau.
[1] They were miners who had been 
prospecting at Bear Valley. Holcomb 
found gold while he was tracking a bear 
in the valley later named after him. After 
Holcomb and Ben Ware filed mine claims 

on five sites in May 1860 at the County 
Recorder’s office, word spread quickly 
and prospectors rushed to the area. 

Before long, a gold camp sprang up 
within 150 inches of where the gold was 
found. It became a town and, after the 
first child Belle was born, the new town 
was named Belleville in her honor. It 
soon became the largest town in San 
Bernardino County with a population of 
about 1,500.

Often perpetuated by local newsmen, 
is the myth that Belleville was almost 
once the County seat. The story goes that 
Belleville residents felt they deserved the 
honor of being the county seat and 
placed this measure on the ballot in 
either 1860 or 1861. After the election, 
ballots were being counted at the County 
Court House (in 
San Bernardino 
City) around an 
open bonfire when 
one of the ballot 
boxes, allegedly 
from Belleville, was 
accidentally, kicked 
into the fire and 
destroyed. When 
the count was 
completed, 
Belleville had lost 

the county seat election by 
the slim margin of two votes.

Belleville was a place 
filled with rough characters 
competing over gold, it was 
considered a place of 
violence and hanging justice. 
It was the third and fourth 
largest town in Southern 
California during these 
years. 

Holcomb Valley produced 
the most wealth from gold of 
any Southern California 
mining district. With time, 
major placer and quartz 
mining declined, followed by 
the departure of most of the 
population of Belleville after 
1870. Hard rock mining 
continued at the Gold 

Mountain Mine until 1919. Some mining 
activity continues today, with 2,000 
claims by hobbyists. (Wikipedia) ~Bob P

Bob’s lost again. Clearly, he needs 
assistance. Help him find out where he is 
on the map so he can put-down and call 
for Lyft. Send your guess for this 
month’s puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the names of 
winners along with a his hearty thanks 
and a new Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.
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Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? Holcomb Valley, California

Lost: Where Am I?



Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5712 N Cosnino Rd Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5712 N Cosnino Rd., Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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