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Hastings Cutoff 
– or – 

Well, We Tried
July 9-11, 2018 

By Bill Powell • Photos by Bill 
Powell and Brian Suen

The infamous Hastings Cutoff 
provided the pioneers with many 
surprises and setbacks. Our modern day 

expedition to the Hastings Cutoff was no 
exception. We had four people drop out 
prior to the start for one reason or  

 another. Then the evening before  
the start, I got a call from Marion Johns.  
She and Neal had broken down en route. 

Monday, July 9th. Saw the Jaussauds, 
Ellen Miller, Jim Watson, Mignon 
Slentz, Brien Suen, Richard Brazier, Bob 
Jacoby and myself convoying from the 

15 miles from the Interstate 80 exit to 
the starting point. Brien was late 
arriving, and had to catch up. Finally, 
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about 9:00 a.m., we started out from the 
initial markers and ascended a barely 
visible track to the top of Bidwell Pass. 
Once there we gathered for a group 
photo at the first of 12 markers erected 
by the Trails West organization.

Continuing on, the track became 

more visible and we 
crossed over 
relatively flat terrain 
toward the next pass 
through the Toano 
Range that our route 
shared with Interstate 
80 and the original 
alignment of old US 40. Having crossed 
our second pass of the day, we 
proceeded across the Goshute Valley. 
Once on the West side of the valley, we 
had to detour around a new active mine 
area. Picking up the route again, we (and 
the pioneers) had to skirt the base of the 

Pequop Mountains for 20 miles to the 
South before getting to a pass that 
wagons could 
handle.

We stopped for 
lunch at the top of 
Flowery Pass in 

an old narrow 
gauge railroad 
cut, then 
proceeded 

downhill into the Independence Valley. 
After crossing this valley, we drove 
through a forest going over yet another 
pass through the Spruce Mountain 
Ridge. Another fifteen miles or so across 
the next valley brought us to the base of 
the Ruby Mountains and US 93. From 

this point, we intended to drive North 
into Wells, NV for gas and overnight 

before 
continuing.

This is where 
things went 
completely off 
the tracks. Just 
as we got to the 
highway, my 
Jeep cracked its 
radiator. So 

ended our Hastings Cutoff trip. Bob, 
Richard, Brian and I waited for a tow 
truck while the others found a nice 
campground in the Ruby Mountains and 
spent the night there before heading out. 
Bob, Richard and Brian spent the night 
in Wells before meeting me in Elko the 
next day. With repairs completed, we 
four started home Wednesday morning; 
the Hastings Cutoff having claimed 
more victims. ~ Bill



phone) and arranged to meet the group in 
Wells, Nevada, 50 miles west of 
Wendover, the next night. 

 The next morning the repair shop 
replaced all of the studs and lug nuts in 
the left rear wheel ($165), tightened the 
lug nuts on all the other wheels and sent 
us on our way. 

Disaster # Two: I was just at the exit 
for Wells when there was a sudden 
tremendous BANG! The right rear wheel 
had come completely off!! All 6 studs 
were broken and missing. I started to 
walk into town and got picked up by 
some helpful locals who took me to a tire/
wheel shop there in Wells. They, in turn, 
took me to a AAA towing company. AAA 
towed us on into town and deposited us at 
the tire/wheel shop. They were super nice 
folks, but unfortunately they didn’t have 
enough studs so we had to wait till the 
next morning because the studs had to be 
ordered from Salt Lake City. The next 
morning the new studs arrived from SLC 
and were replaced ($161). By then, all we 
wanted to do was tuck our tails and head 
for home. We arrived home Wednesday 
evening exhausted, but with all four 
wheels still attached.

One more disaster: Broken studs 
weren’t the end of our problems. Upon 
our arrival home we were greeted by our 
Subaru that now has a smashed front 

bumper and 
two 
smashed 
front 
fenders,  
a dented 
hood and  
a dented 

passenger door. During our absence, our 
handyman “borrowed” it (without our 
permission). He is now quite busy 
working to pay off the repairs. 

A few days later we got a call from 
Bob Jacoby who wanted to know if we 
had gotten home alright. He also told us 
they had had problems too. Bill’s 
Cherokee’s radiator blew up and they 
spent two days repairing it. ~ Marian
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Two Disasters + One
From Marian Johns

It seems fate was plotting against us 
– we were just not destined to join Bill 
Powell’s Hastings Cut Off trip (July 
9-11). This, by the way, is the trail that 
the Donner Party took. 

Our problems all started when Neal, 
realizing that he no longer has the 
strength that he used to, knew that he 
would have trouble getting the lug nuts 
off if we ever had a flat tire because the 
tire shops tighten them so tight. So he 
loosened all of them a bit. You can see 
where this is headed, no doubt. A bit 
turned out to be way too much. 

Disaster # One: Warning signs  
began when the truck started 
wandering. We were about 40 
miles from Wendover, Nevada 
when the wandering became so 
severe I had to stop and see why. 
The fellow behind me also 
stopped and told me that the left 
rear wheel was wobbling. Closer 
inspection showed that four out of the six 
studs were broken and missing. That left 

only two – Yikes! I drove on very slowly 
for a couple of miles but soon realized I 
could never make it 40 miles. 

It happened that just about then I 
passed a fire camp (several forest fires in 
the area), so I stopped and asked one of 
the fire fighters if he would call AAA for 
us because we didn’t have our cell phone 
(I broke our cell phone and had to leave 
home before the phone co. sent me a new 
[free] one). One and a half hours later the 
tow truck arrived and hauled us into a 
repair shop in Wendover ($180). 

 We opted for in a cheap motel ($50) 
right next to the repair shop that night 

instead of the camper because it was so 
hot. I called Bill (with another borrowed 

After the Hastings Trip
Mignon Slentz • Pinedale Wyoming- July 13-15

After Bill Powell’s Hastings Cut Off Trip, Ellen Miller, Glenn Shaw and myself 
traveled north towards Wyoming. For several years I have wanted to visit the 
Mountain Man Museum in Pinedale. The timing was perfect to also take in the annual 
Mountain Man Rendezvous. We camped by Fremont Lake. We enjoyed the parade, 
Trader’s Row and the very informative talks on clothing, trade goods and horse 
packing. Quite a few Rendezvous were held in the area and we were able to see those 
places. Always held on Second weekend in July. ~ Mignon



The Desert Explorers is a uniquely diverse group. 
Each of our members contribute something special to the 
whole. None more so than Nan Savage. Her career and 
doctorate were in very different fields, but she loved 
exploring the desert. Her passing has left a huge hole.  
We were so lucky that she was a part of our group and 
that we had the opportunity to know her a bit. 

I did not know Nan well but, as most of us probably 
have, I share some fun memories with her. My first 
recollection of Nan is on John Page’s Eureka Corridor 
Trip. This was Desert Bill days and every trip was 
an exploratory of sort. Nan showed up with her 
low-slung Subaru. It took a lot of doing and quite 
a bit of direction from John, but Nan made it! 
Not too long after that trip Nan traded in her 
Subaru for a legitimate 4x4. 

Nan was an accomplished 4x4 driver 
when she went on Jay’s spectacular trip 
through the El Paso Mountains. After a 
rugged drive, we camped unknowingly on 
the back side of a “no camping” sign. We 
had approached from the back on a little 
known road. When we finally discovered  
the sign, the decision was to move, but in 
the morning. 

The last time I saw Nan was at the 2017 
Desert Explorer Christmas Party at Allan 
and Ding’s beautiful home. At that time Nan 
told me that her cancer had flared up and she 
thought it might her last DE Christmas 
Party. Her wish was to enjoy the party and 
have some laughs. 

I wish I could hear her laugh again. 
    ~ Bob Jaussaud 
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I am suffering such great sadness 
over the passing of Nan Savage Healy. 
Nan was not only an outstanding 
member of the Desert Explorers but was 
also a close personal friend. Her passing 
is a big loss to the DE as she made so 
many contributions to the club. She led 
many trips and was a great thinker who 
always was contributing to club 
activities. There was nothing that Nan 
couldn’t do and do well.

Her loss is also particularly upsetting 
for me. Nan and I went down so many 
dirt roads together and it was so much 
fun. She had a passion for adventure and 
was absolutely fearless. I think many of 
you probably know she was a very 
active spelunker in her younger days and 

if you couldn’t find her on a dirt road she 
was probably exploring a cave. Like all 
the other activities she enjoyed she 
explored caves with a passion.

 Nan was also a PhD and a brilliant 
one. Her dissertation, which included 
ground breaking research, was very well 
received. Nan was able to turn this 

dissertation into a successful book which 
has been very well reviewed. I highly 
recommend Nan’s book to anyone with 
an interest in psychology and 
psychotherapy. 

Although a true scholar, Nan Savage 
Healy was a great companion and very, 

very funny. No one could tell a joke like 
Nan and what I especially liked about it 
is she laughed at her own jokes. 

Nan was also, in her own way, a 
“foodie.” Don’t get me wrong. She was 
really into eating healthy. She had very 
strict rules for meals and virtually all her 
food shopping was done at Whole 

Foods. There were few 
exceptions. One of these 
exceptions was a trip Nan 
and I took to Langer’s 
Deli in Los Angeles 
where, believe it or not, 
we shared a pastrami 
sandwich! I wish I had  
a picture of that!

Nan was also a great 
mom. Her two children, 
Kathryn and Wil are 
outstanding people.  

In addition, Nan was a true friend and 
my best friend. I will miss her very 
much as will the Desert Explorers 
overall. Every great dirt road I may  
have the privilege to travel on over  
the rest of my life will remind me  
of Nan Savage Healy. ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner by Bob Jacoby

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 

Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvm@verizon.net
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Desert Explorers at Large The Coyote  
Principal

CALIFORNIA: Long time California 
Governor Jerry Brown (former mayor of 
Oakland) is jogging with his dog along a 
nature trail.  A coyote jumps out and 
attacks the Governor’s dog, then bites the 
Governor. The Governor starts to 
intervene, but reflects upon the movie 
“Bambi” and then realizes he should stop 
because the coyote is only doing what is 
natural. He calls animal control.  

Animal Control captures the coyote 
and bills the state $200 testing it for 
diseases and $500 for relocating it. He 
calls a veterinarian. The vet collects the 
dead dog and bills the State $200 testing 
it for diseases. The Governor goes to 
hospital and spends $3,500 getting 
checked for diseases from the coyote and 
on getting his bite wound bandaged. The 
running trail gets shut down for 6 months 
while Fish & Game conducts a $100,000 
survey to make sure the area is now free 
of dangerous animals. 

The Governor spends $50,000 in state 
funds implementing a “coyote awareness 
program” for residents of the area. The 
State Legislature spends $2 million to 
study how to better treat rabies and how 
to permanently eradicate the disease 
throughout the world. The Governor’s 
security agent is fired for not stopping the 
attack. The state spends $150,000 to hire 
and train a new agent with additional 
special training for the nature of coyotes. 
PETA protests the coyote’s relocation and 
files a $5 million suit against the state. 

TEXAS: The Governor of Texas is 
jogging with his dog along a nature trail.  
A coyote jumps out and attacks his dog. 
The Governor shoots the coyote with his 
state-issued pistol and keeps jogging. 

The Governor has spent $.50 on a .45 
ACP hollow point cartridge. The 
buzzards eat the dead coyote. And that, 
my friends, is why California is broke 
and Texas is not.  
 ~ Deb Miller-Marschke

Ellen Miller is camping in Flagstaff, 
Arizona, for about a month so you know 
we had to invade her Peace & Quiet and 
take her for a hike and then to lunch over 
at our house - July 27. She was a good 
sport letting us kidnap her for the day.

~ Bill & Julie Smith

Desert Explorers August Meeting
Saturday September 29th • 11:00 a.m. 
Potluck lunch • Ding & Allan Wicker’s Home

In Claremont from the I-10 go north 
on Indian Hill Blvd. Past Foothill Blvd. 
At the third break in the median 
(counting from Foothill) turn left into 
the entrance to Griswold’s townhomes. 
You will see a set of three gates 
connected to an ivy-covered wall and 
tile-roofed townhomes.

From the I-210 eastbound the 
closest exit is Towne Ave. Then south 
(right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on 
Foothill to Indian Hill.

From the I-210 westbound get off 
at Baseline and go west on Baseline to 
Indian Hill Blvd. Turn left (south). 
Approach the northern-most gate at the 
entrance. Stop there, and at the 

keyboard punch 037. (There is a 
directory.) That will ring Allan’s phone, 
and he will answer and open the gate 
from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through it 
turning right immediately. Then follow 
the street until the first left opportunity. 
Turn left and again left at the next 
opportunity. The address is 1430 Sitka. 
Park in any available parking area-not 
along the curb. The 1430 on the side  
of the house should be visible from  
the street.

Walk up the driveway, and follow  
the sidewalk to the house entrance. 
Desperation calls for assistance  
(909) 445-0082.
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When shopping for tents there are 
many choices and decisions to be made. 
Whatever you do don’t believe the box 
the tent comes in. When it says it’s a 
four man tent, they really mean four 
leprechauns! I haven’t seen many of the 
little green men lately, so I haven’t asked 
one if even they were comfortable 
packed into one. I think four men really 
means two. Tents are usually made of 
canvas or nylon. I prefer nylon, because 
it’s lighter and it’s flexible regardless of 
temperature. Also, I don’t roll nylon 
tents. I just cram mine in a large duffel 
bag, poles, stakes, and all. 

Never touch the roof of your tent 
during the rain. It is bad luck, and means 
you are about to become miserable. 
Seriously, your finger on the fabric will 
break the surface tension of the wet 
surface and start a wicking action and 
the water will drip through and soak you 
and your bedding one drop at a time. 

Try to keep your tent away from tree 
sap, check the ground for rocks and 
twigs that will puncture the bottom when 
you step on them. Clear the area before 
you set up your tent. Avoid getting 
lantern fuel on the fabric. It can dissolve 
the water proof coating. LED battery 
lanterns are better and safer. The part of 
a tent that wears out first is the floor. You 
can add seasons to your tent by bringing 
a scrap of carpet to put on, at least, in the 
middle of the floor. Also, a piece of 
carpet in front of your tent will make a 
good door mat. It will help keep mud or 
snow out of your tent. 

Of the popular styles of tents, there 
are internal frame, external frame, dome 
tents, and variations of each. I 
recommend that whatever style you 
choose, make sure you can stand up in it. 
It’s very uncomfortable to try dressing in 
a tent that isn’t tall enough for you to 
stand. It’s also difficult to look for your 
equipment or do anything else while 

stooped over. Also, it will knock your 
hat off every time you go in or out. Of 
the nylon tents, there are light weight 
nylon and rip-stop nylon. Rip-stop looks 
like a checkered or a plaid texture. If you 
don’t know what rip-stop is, just ask the 
guy in the store. Like most camping and 
outdoor gear, tents go on sale in the 
spring before Memorial day. That is not 
just the best time to buy one, it’s the 
only time to buy one. 

I prefer dome tents, because they are 
easy to set up, put away, and store. Of 
dome tents, I like the ones with two 
poles instead of three because two are 
simpler than three and they have a 
square floor rather than a hexagon. Since 
none of my gear is shaped like a 
hexagon, things fit better in a square. 
Including me. Cots fit better along a 
straight side. 

I use cots instead of sleeping on the 
floor for several reasons. Things that 
crawl have a harder time making it up 
the legs of a cot. It’s also easier to get up 
by putting my feet down than it is to 
stand up from a laying position. You can 
store all of your stuff under your bunk, 
thereby doubling the effective floor 
space. Oh, and they are comfortable. A 
good way to stand up in the morning is 
to place an ice chest outside of the 
opening so you can use it to help you 
stand up. I wish I had all the money I 
ever threw away on cots and just started 
out by getting aluminum frame nylon 
military ones to begin with. They don’t 
stretch and sag, they last a long time, 
and replacement covers are available. 

Once while deer hunting in Utah, four 
men in our camp were sleeping on thick 
foam pads on the floor of their tent when 
it rained. They had a teeny leak in their 
tent and before the night was over, they 
were trying to sleep on wet sponges. As 
luck would have it, the temperature 
dropped below freezing and their discom-

fort dropped to abject misery. I, on the 
other hand, was snug as a bug in a rug. 

If your tent gets a hole or a rip in it, 
the best way to fix it is to bring along 
some nylon fabric and some contact 
cement. You can buy it in a tube. Cut the 
fabric larger than the damaged area and 
make sure the corners have a generous 
radius. Trace the patch on the tent, and 
cover both the patch and the area to be 
patched with contact cement. After the 
cement is dry, press the patch on the 
tent. The repair will be very strong and 
waterproof. It’s easier to patch and it 
will hold up to stresses better than 
sewing. If there is damage to a seam or 
stake loop, sew it up with dental floss. 
That’s what the Indians used, honest 
injun. Nylon fishing line works even 
better. 

One part of a tent that takes a lot of 
abuse are the stake loops. Keep all stress 
and friction away from the loops when 
pounding the stakes in. Never pull out 
the stakes using the loops for handles. 
Use a tent stake extractor. You can buy 
one or make it by bending a hook in one 
end of a piece of steel rod, and either 
weld a six inch handle to it, or make it 
by bending six inches over at 90 
degrees. A stake extractor is also handy 
to pick things like pots off the fire. 

Stakes are specialized and come in a 
variety of styles. The plastic ones will 
turn into a gob when you try to pound 
them into rocky ground. The ones that 
look like big nails will also bend in this 
type of ground. Don’t get the wooden 
ones unless you are hunting vampires. 
The ones that come with the tent are at 
best, a bad joke. They are either too soft, 
too short, or they look like wire slightly 
larger than paper clips. The best bet is to 
get plenty of all different kinds of them, 
and to have extras. You will damage 
some, lose some, and loan some, never 
to see them again. For the large nail 
type, get some thick rubber from a tire, 
or a floor mat, and cut it into round or 
square shapes to act as washers. That 
way any guy ropes or stakes can’t pull 
out over the head. 

Intense Talk About Tents 
by Jerry Dupree
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Most modern tents have zippers and lots of them. Zippers 
hate me and either break or jam at the least convenient 
opportunity. When you set up your tent be sure to think of not 
stressing the zippers and you can fool them into not jamming up 
so badly or as often. Try to have a reasonable amount of slack in 
your tent. Some slack is important in the wind or in the snow. 

I use a catalytic heater in my tent in cold weather. Mine uses 
liquid lantern fuel and works out well. It uses half a gallon per 
night on its maximum setting. If it isn’t cold enough for this 
setting, you don’t need it at all. I had a propane one for a while 
and gave it away because its heat output was about half that of 
the liquid fuel one. I used an eleven pound tank and it was good 
for three nights. It took up room and the efficiency of propane 
decreases with altitude and with temperature drops. Be sure to 
use a tent heater with ventilation to prevent carbon monoxide 
accumulation. 

If it’s snowing, it’s necessary to keep some heat in the tent to 
prevent an accumulation of snow on top of it. One way to do 
this is to keep a kerosene lantern burning all night in your tent. 
They burn very little fuel, are inexpensive, and the light isn’t 
too bright. Be very careful where any lamp, lantern, heater, or 
any appliance is kept. I wish all tents came with a loop from 
which to hang a lantern. 

Before you go camping the first time with your new tent, be 
sure to take it home, and set it up in your back yard before you 
go off into the woods and get too far from the guy you bought it 
from. The worst enemy of a tent is to put it away wet. Don’t do 
it. If you have to pack up a wet tent, set it up to dry as soon as 
possible. 

Before striking your tent, (what’s this….tent abuse?) clean 
up the floor as well as you can. You can make a dandy dust pan 
by cutting a paper plate in half and using a whisk broom. 

I hope with all this you can be happy campers. ~ Jerry

From: California Rock Art Foundation christine.craf@gmail.com
Subject: Upcoming Event

Date: July 13, 2018 at 8:34 AM
To: solariscomm@earthlink.net

Desert Monarchs: Bighorn Sheep and
Native Cosmology

September 7-9, 2018
Desert Studies Center

Zzyzx, CA

Join archaeologist Dr. Alan Garfinkel and noted desert bighorn
sheep conservationist Carlos Gallinger for a deep dive into the

mysteries of the bighorn sheep habits and habitat and the related
Native religious cosmology and rock art.

You don't want to miss this fabulous opportunity to hear from these world class experts,
Mr. Gallinger on the desert adaptation of these magnificent animals and Dr. Garfinkel on
desert bighorn archaeology and Native religion, and observe the desert bighorn sheep in
their natural habitat - all at the same time.

This two day course to take place at the Desert Studies Center will provide students with
an opportunity to see and experience wild desert bighorn up-close and personal ... via
field glasses, telephoto camera lenses, and the naked eye.

The Desert Studies Center (DSC) was formerly used as a therapeutic health spa and is
currently a field station of and satellite research station for California State University. The
campus is located within the Mojave National Preserve, at the Soda Springs oasis. The
oasis is a magnet for wild desert bighorn sheep that water there during the hot and dry
summer month. Most facilities at the center are wheelchair accessible. For more
information on the DSC: http://nsm.fullerton.edu/dsc/desert-studies-center

information on the DSC: http://nsm.fullerton.edu/dsc/desert-studies-center

Friday evening, September 7, 2018 everyone arrives by 5:00 pm. Saturday, September 8
the course begins at 8:00 am with the keynote speaker at 7:00 pm. Sunday, September 9
will run from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm.

Food and primitive lodging (dormitory style) are included.

Cost: $295.00 per person.

Space is limited. Maximum of 20 people. Reserve your spot now!

Two scholarships are available for Native California Indians, and financial assistance is
provided for students who want to attend through a discounted fee. Contact Christine for
more information.

Please, no young children. Pets are not permitted. 

To attend this event, register on our website:
carockart.org/events

A Multimedia Course brought to you by the California Rock Art Foundation

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
http://nsm.fullerton.edu/dsc/desert-studies-center
http://nsm.fullerton.edu/dsc/desert-studies-center


The correct guessers for July were 
only two so it was a hard one but not 
impossible. Danny Siler and Allan 
Schoenherr knew that I was just north 
of Hwy 40 on the Kelbaker Rd near 
Granite Pass.

Now I’m enjoying the heat in this 
nice village that has it’s own swimming 
pool. I just don’t know where I am. I 
guess I’ll find out when it’s time to pay 
the bill but I’m putting that off as long as 
possible.

Mojave Desert Preserve 
The Mojave Desert has a vibrant 

history. Before contact with the 
Europeans changed their world, the 
Chemehuevi lived on prickly pear, 
mesquite and roasted agave blooms and 
hunted deer and bighorn sheep. They 
resided in the Kingston, New York, and 
Providence Mountains west to Soda Dry 
Lake and south to the Whipple 
Mountains. Mojave tribal peoples were 
concentrated along the Colorado River 
and the Mojave trail became their main 
trading route.

When explorer Father Francis Garces 
traveled across the Mojave Desert, in 
1776, he was met by members of the 
Mojave Tribe. Other intrepid explorers 
would follow Garces, including Jedediah 
Smith in 1826 and John Fremont in 1844. 
Concern abounded about tribal attacks 
on the mail carriers who traveled the 
Mojave Road. During the 1860s 

government outposts were established 
providing protection for the mail wagons.

During this same era, gold fever 
struck California. The General Mining 
Law of 1872 permitted individuals to 
stake a claim on an area of land where a 
mineral deposit was discovered. Copper, 
iron, gold and silver mines rapidly 
became established in the Mojave. In 
1883, on the eastern side of the 
Providence Mountains, silver was 
discovered in the Bonanza King Mine. In 
the 1940s the Kaiser Steel Company 
extracted more than two million tons of 
iron ore from the Vulcan Mine which was 
used in the construction of the Liberty 
ships during World War II.

Mojave’s history is as varied and 
colorful as the individuals who staked 
their claim in the desert. During the 

1930s, Mary Beale hiked the Providence 
Mountains and identified several species 
of plants and wildflowers. Her friends, 
Jack and Ida Mitchell, built a road, trails 
and stairs where they led tours of 
limestone caverns. About 10 years later, 
Dr. Curtis Springer established a mineral 
springs resort, Zzyzx. From there, he 
would broadcast his syndicated radio 
show on how to achieve sound physical 
and spiritual health. Now, Zzyzx is home 
to California State University’s Desert 
Studies Center.

Kelso Depot, which once provided 
food, recreation and accommodations for 
Union Pacific Railroad employees is now 
the principal visitor center for Mojave 
National Preserve. Although the last 
passenger train crossed the tracks in 
1997, freight is still transported and 
reminds visitors of days past. (NPS)

    ~Bob P

Bob’s lost again. Clearly, he needs 
assistance. Help him find out where he is 
on the map so he can put-down and call 
for Lyft. Send your guess for this 
month’s puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the names of 
winners along with a his hearty thanks 
and a new Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.
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Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ?  
North of Highway 40 on Kelbaker Road near Granite Pass

Lost: Where am I?Lost: Where am I?

Photo Credit: Thierry Chambard



Bristlecones, White Mtns & 
Chalfant Valley

Thursday-Saturday • August 16-18, 2018
Take off early Thursday from Big Pine to Wyman Canyon, 

the “back way” to the ridge of the White Mountains and the 
Bristlecone Pines. Camp overnight and relax next day 
creekside in Cottonwood Basin. Early Saturday departure down 
Silver Creek Canyon to Chalfant Valley for a full day loop of 
rock art sites. Due to the Eastern Sierra location of this trip, we 
suggest adding it to the beginning or end of a longer vacation 
trip. 4WD high clearance vehicle and CB required. Expect 
HOT daytime temps 90-100° in the low altitudes and coolish 
40-50° nights in the high altitudes. Additional info will be 
forthcoming in the August DE newsletter. Contact trip leader 
Jay Lawrence: solariscomm@earthlink.net or cell 562-760-
1999.

Redwoods Exploratory
Fri-Sun • August 24-26 • Leader: Nelson Miller

This will be an exploratory trip of the southern portion of 
the Sequoia National Monument in the southern Sierras, south 
of Sequoia National Park. Meet at Springville Veterans 
Memorial Park, adjacent to Tulare County Fire Department 
Station, 35659 CA Highway 190, Springville, CA 93265, at 
1:00 p.m. on Friday, August 24. We will probably do dispersed 
camping in the National Forest Friday and Saturday nights, 
which would be dry with no facilities. I will have a fire permit. 
However, there are accommodations in Camp Nelson and 
Springville for those who would rather stay at a motel, lodge, 
or bed and breakfast. 

There are 20 sequoia (redwood) groves in the southern 
portion of the Sequoia National Monument generally located 
along Forest Service dirt roads off of CA Highway 190. The 
groves are typically located at 5-7,000 feet elevation, so it 
should be relatively cooler. The groves are small, with 15 to 
100+ redwoods in each grove. I expect to explore several of 
the larger groves, including the Black Mountain Grove, the 
Belknap Complex (which includes three groves), the Freeman 
Creek Grove, and the Long Meadow Grove, as well as other 
groves and points of interest. We will end Sunday afternoon at 
the Trail of 100 Giants near the junction of CA Highway 190 
and Mountain Highway 50 northeast of California Hot 
Springs. These roads connect to California Hot Spring, Lake 
Isabella, and Sherman Pass. I expect to take hikes in each of 

the larger groves of 1-2 miles. 
 Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@yahoo.com, if you 

think you are coming, so I have an idea of how many vehicles 
to plan for camping, or call me at 760-247-0984 with any 
questions. You can also arrange to meet us Saturday morning.

East Mojave Heritage Trail #3
Rocky Ridge to Fenner

Friday - Sunday, October 26-28 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet Friday, October 26, at 11:00 a.m. at the Shell Station/
DQ at the southwest end of Baker, 71808 Baker Blvd, Baker, 
CA 92309. 

This trip will focus on the side trips and sights to see along 
the way, rather than necessarily completing the entire route. 
Total trip is about 200 miles with gas at Ludlow near the 
midpoint and Fenner at end of trip. Some of the sights may 
include petroglyphs, lava falls, Rocky Ridge (steep wagon 
descent), Sands (plank road), Crucero, Mesquite Springs, 
Desert Megaphone, T and T railroad, Broadwell Dry Lake, 
Ragtown, Bagdad-Chase & Onyx Mines, Kelso Dunes, Kelso 
Station, Vulcan Mine, and Providence Ghost Town. Some of 
these sights may involve short hikes up to about a half mile. 
You can purchase the Guidebook to the East Mojave Heritage 
Trail, Rocky Ridge to Fenner by Dennis Casebier from the 
Mojave River Valley Museum (Barstow) or the Mojave Desert 
Heritage and Cultural Association (at Goffs). If you are 
interested let me know and I will try to have some available on 
the trip.

We will dry camp Friday and Saturday nights. 
Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@yahoo.com, if you think 

you are coming, so I have an idea of how many vehicles to 
plan for camping, or call me at 760.247.0984 with any 
questions. You can also arrange to meet us Saturday morning, 
probably in Ludlow.

San Bernardino Mountains
Saturday, September 15, 2018 

Leaders: Danny & Norma Siler
Come and enjoy a beautiful day on dirt roads exploring the 

San Bernardino Mountains in the Big Bear area. Bring your 
families, kids and grandkids.

We will be exploring specifically in the area north of Big 
Bear Lake including some sites in Holcomb Valley.
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Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

mailto:solariscomm@earthlink.net
mailto:NEMiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:NEMiller47@yahoo.com
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A high clearance vehicle is a necessity for this trip - but 
four-wheel drive is not required. Our main interest is an 
enjoyable day driving backcountry in the forest.

Bring your CB Radio - we will be on channel 13. And don’t 
forget lunch, snacks, and drinks. We must limit our group to 
10 vehicles.

Bring any maps you have: AAA, BLM, DeLorme, USFS, 
USGS, etc. If you have the Bill Mann book then bring it too.

A Forest Service Adventure Pass is required. Also 
qualifying is America the Beautiful Interagency Pass or a 
National Parks pass. At the picnic area during our pre-run the 
Forest Service was issuing citations for vehicles not displaying 
the pass. The fine is $5.00 with a mail-in envelope.

We will meet 10:00 a.m. in Running Springs. Specific 
instructions to the meeting place will be provided. Please sign 
up at norma.siler@yahoo.com or (714) 878-1259. And we will 
have this cell phone with us during our trip.

In the Planning Stages 
Details for these trips are sketchy at the moment. Look for 

more information in the next newsletter or call the trip leader 
if you would like to be kept in the loop, help plan or assist in 
leading the trip. If you have an idea for a trip, sing out! This is 
what makes our group go! Check the meeting minutes for 
more trips being planned.

 • Route 66  Bob Jacoby 3-4 days New Mexico border to 
Victorville, 4WD original alignments of Route 66

 • Tour of Death Valley Emmett Harder & Matt Jones
 • Butte Valley Area Emmett Harder. Death Valley

Leader contact information is also listed  
on the Trip Leader List on the last page of  
this newsletter.

Attending: Bobby Sanchez & Daniel 
Dick, Terry & Eileen Ogden, Ruth & 
Emmett Harder, Marian & Neal Johns, Jerry 
& Dolly Dupree, Sunny & Jean Hansen 
Jim Watson & Linda Stevens, Bob 
Jacoby, Jay Lawrence
Regrets Deb & Steve Marschke, Ding & 
Allan Wicker, June Box, Nelson Miller, 
Bob & Sue Jaussaud, Bill & Julie Smith
Meeting Opened 11:48 a.m.
Previous Minutes Approved.
Treasurer Reported by Bob Jacoby for 
Bill Smith. We’re solvent and in good 
shape. Current funds as of 7/25 are 
$4,948. We have 87 subscriptions, 
approximately 143 folks when you add in 
active family members. We should push 
for more subscribers, possibly printing 
newsletters to have on hand at the 
Museum for visitors. DE cards and 
bumper stickers are forthcoming. More 
news at the next meeting.
Newsletter Newsletter is going well. 
Please keep sending your articles and 
when you send in photos, don’t shrink 
them. 1.5-3Mb photos are excellent and 
still fit nicely as an attachment for an 
email. If you have a ton of them, contact 
Jay Lawrence for a DropBox link so you 
can easily upload a big batch.

2019 Rondy Our next Rondy will be in 
Boulder City with the planning being 
done by Mignon Slentz. She already has 
the site nailed down with clubhouse and 
camping. There are plenty of motels in 
the area for non-campers. Currently there 
are two inbound trips, but more will be 
forthcoming as the date approaches. We’ll 
have an update at the next meeting.
Website Deb reported through Bob 
Jacoby that the site is doing well and 
up-to-date.  
Subscriber Guide Tabled. 
Museum It’s summer break and the 
Museum newsletter and programs are 
dormant until Fall. There will be a 
MVRM Mini Barbecue September 26th. 
Pat is currently cataloging all the museum 
photo albums (24 of ‘em!) onto a huge 
spreadsheet. She has seven done so far.
Trips Jerry noted upcoming trips and is 
looking for more. Always more.
Upcoming trips: 
 • White Mountains & Chalfant Petros
 • Sequoia Groves - Nelson Miller
 • San Berdardino Mountains - Danny & 

Norma Siler
 • Third Segment of the Mojave 

Heritage Trail - Nelson Miller, 
probably in October

 • Death Valley Area - Emmet Smith,  
no dates yet

 • San Diego County area - Fred Raab, 
no dates yet

 • Route 66 - Bob Jacoby, no dates yet
 • Back way to Panamint Valley on east 

side of Red Mountain (maybe) - 
Emmett Harder and company

New Business Sad to report on the 
passing of Rob Fulton, long time keeper 
of the flame at Zzyzx. He went too soon 
and is missed by all who knew him.
Next meeting September 29th, at Ding 
and Allan Wicker’s home.
Adjourn: 12:30 p.m.

Desert Explorers Meeting Minutes  • July 28th, 2018
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Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email

Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145 gwdupree@aol.com 

David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 

Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com

Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 

Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net

Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 

Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com

Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 

Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 

Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net

Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 

Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com

Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 

Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 

Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com

Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com

Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com

Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com

Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com

Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5712 N Cosnino Rd Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com

Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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