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Rondy 
Inbound Boron 
to Randsburg 

“Plan B”
By Sue Jaussaud

Our original plan was to lead this 
inbound trip as an exploratory, but when 
the number of participants went beyond 
20, Bob and I could not imagine getting 
lost in front 
of that many 
people. We 
urgently 
needed to 
prerun the 
trip! 

So bright 
and not so 
early on the 
Thursday 
before the 
Friday trip, 
we drove 
to Boron 
to begin 
our prerun. Skirting the huge Borax 
Mine tailings, we checked out 2 
cinder quarries and some modern day 
ruins. Yawn. Things did become more 
interesting as we continued north,  

    though. We found a long abandoned 
USAF radio site on a remote hilltop. 
There was a huge modern mural on 
one side of the building. Bob felt the 
vivacious young lady depicted riding a 
bomb looked a lot like Marian Johns. 

Moving further north, we 
encountered the remains of a few 
homesteads and eventually located 
Castle Butte Well and more interesting 
art work. From the well we junctioned 
with 20 Mule Team Parkway and 
followed it to Galileo Hill. 

There is a curious development on the 
north side of Galileo Hill named “Silver 
Saddle Ranch and Club”, complete with 
paved streets, landscaping, ponds, a 
petting zoo (are those llamas?), a golf 
course and a club house. It felt as if we 
had just entered a time warp. A lady 
at the reception desk was real enough, 

though, and 
graciously 
gave us 
permission 
to bring our 
group by 
the next day 
to use the 
restrooms. 
Silver 
Saddle 
Ranch was 
originally 
developed as 
a real estate 
venture by 

Nat Mendelson in the 1950’s. He was 
evidently hoping to create the next  
Los Angeles. The place has changed 
hands a number of times and has a 
colorful history. 
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We were starting to lose daylight, 
so Bob and I worked our way northeast 
on the Randsburg Mojave Road, took a 
quick look at the abandoned dwellings 
around the Blackhawk Mine, then 
skedaddled for 
our motel room 
in Ridgecrest. 

It rained 
in Ridgecrest 
Thursday night, 
and the wind 
was howling the 
next morning. 
Heading south to 
meet our group 
in Boron, clouds 
of dust filled the 
air. Four wheeling 
in this stuff would 
be bad! Then 
inspiration struck. 
We had been told, 
by long time DE 
member David 
Mott, about a “20 
Mule Team” mural 
at the abandoned 
prison north of 
Boron. No time 
like the present to 
check it out! We drove 
into the prison past 
many derelict, heavily 
graffitied buildings 
and finally located 
the mural, which was 
in surprisingly good 
shape. Our reaction was 
that everyone would enjoy 
seeing this and we needed 
to include it in the inbound. 
The beginning of “Plan B.” 

Continuing our rush 
south on Highway 395, 
Bob remembered visiting a 
very cool antique collection 
in the old metal buildings 
at Kramer Junction. Arriving at the 
junction, we saw a side door was open 
and Bob dashed in to ask if it was 
possible to bring the group by. As luck 

would have it, the friendly owners, 
brothers Jim “Tinker” and Dennis Darr, 
were there and said the group would  
be welcome to visit. Another part of 
“Plan B” fell into place. 

Pete and 
Janet Austin, 
Jim Watson 
and Linda 
Stevens, 

Dave Rehrer, Ron Lipari, Mike 
Vollmert, Mignon Slentz, Deb and Steve 
Marschke, Terry and Eileen Ogden, 
Bruce Barnett, Ellen Miller, Bill and 

Julie Smith, Vicki Hill, Dave McFarland, 
Glenn Shaw, Neal and Marian Johns 
were all waiting for us at the 20 Mule 
Team Museum in Boron. The weather 
was miserable and everyone was 
enthusiastic about our “Plan B.” Danny 
and Norma Siler, with their friend Paul, 
joined us for the first part of the trip. 

We all drove back to Kramer 
Junction, to the huge private antique 

collection. It 
was great to 
see so many 
wonderful old 
things and be 
out of the wind 
and dust. After 
an interesting 
hour, Bob was 
finally able 
to pry folks 
away and our 
group headed 
north to visit 
the prison 
and 20 Mule 
Team mural. 
The mural was 
done by the 
prison inmates 

sometime in the early 
1980’s. The Boron 
Prison was active 
from 1978 to 2000 and 
housed approximately 
540 minimum security 
prisoners. The 
facility was originally 
established as a 

Radar Command Station in 
1952. Thanks to David Mott 
for providing us with this 
information. 

From the prison, we were 
able to resume the prerun route 
of the day before. Thanks are 
due to Ron and Mike for being 
a big help as “sweep” during 

the whole trip. Also thanks to our trip 
photographers:Vicki Hill, Janet Austin, 
Bill and Julie Smith. It was a good day 
with a great group of friends!  ~ Sue

20 Mule Team Mural

Boron Prison 2

Castle Butte Well

Darr Brothers Garage

Silver Saddle lodge
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A group of seven of us met on 
Friday April 6 near Red Hill in Inyo 
County to begin the Rondy weekend 
with an inbound tour of the Coso 
Mountains. Our group consisted 
of myself, Leonard and Rebecca 
Friedman, Craig Baker, Bill Powell, 
and Ron and Barbara Midlikoski. 
It was a nice day and we all were 
anxious to kick off the Rondy 
weekend. 

The Coso Range is situated on 
the east side of the Owens Valley at 
its southern end. The mountains are 
volcanic in 
nature with 
considerable 
geothermal 
activity. They 
are also a 
key source of 
pumice which 
is used as a 
cleaner. Most 
of the range 
is within the 
boundaries 
of the China 
Lake Naval 
Air Station. 
We designed 
our excursion 
to explore the area that is not within the 
boundaries and is open to the public. 

We headed north on 395 and turned 
east on a paved road about five miles 
north of Red Hill. After following this 
road east for several miles we came 
upon a high standard dirt road that 
headed north into a pumice mining area. 
There were some active mines nearby 
but we managed to find an abandoned 
mine at the end of a side road. Some 
research indicated that this site was 
mined in the 1960’s by Desert Materials 
Corporation of Los Angeles. At this site 
there were layers of white ash that were 

once shot out of a nearby 
volcano. 

We traversed back to 
the well graded dirt, used 
by mining trucks today, 
and followed the road 
another couple of miles 
until we came to a much 
more obscure side road to 
the west. This scenic road 
took us to a beautiful 
Joshua Tree Forest which 
appears on the map as 
McCloud Flat. This 
beautiful scenery also 

included some wild flowers in bloom. 
As we left McCloud Flat road the 

road continued to deteriorate and it 
was soon time to engage four wheel 
drive as we traversed a moderate sized 
playa. We then descended down into a 
steep canyon which immediately got 
everyone’s full attention. Everybody 
made it fine down the steep road 
where we came to a tiny cabin near the 
area of what on the map was called the 
Jack Henry Mine. 

We stopped and explored the cabin 
and the mine remnants and really 
enjoyed the scenery and the great 
weather. After leaving the mine we 

continued down 
the canyon into 
an area identified 
as Cactus Flat. 
This was another 
Joshua Tree 
Forest and also 
quite a beautiful 
area. 

As we 
continued 
heading west 
we encountered 
several more 
active pumice 
mines. It wasn’t 

Rondy Inbound Trip to Coso Mountains
    By Bob Jacoby

Craig Baker Photos
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long before the Haiwee 
Reservoir came into 
view in the distance. 
The Reservoir was 
created in 1913 as a 
result of dam that was 
part of the Los Angeles 
Aqueduct System. 
Beyond the reservoir 
we encountered a 
ranch that was growing 
alfalfa.

It wasn’t long 
before we hit 
pavement and we 
eventually arrived back 
at 395 near Olancha. 
By that time we were 
all ready to head back 
to Ridgecrest to enjoy 
the Friday evening pot 
luck. We all agreed 
that the Rondy was off 
to a good start with 
this off the beaten 
path tour of the Coso 
Mountains.  ~ Bob

Trip Report: 
Trona 

Pinnacles 
By Jerry Dupree 

We were having such a great time 
at the Rendezvous that it was difficult 
to choose between all of the trips in the 
area. Dolly and I had volunteered to lead 
a tour to the Trona Pinnacles. Since we 
had never been there we researched it 
online and were given information from 
Bob Jacoby, which had a lot of useful 
information. 

The Trona Pinnacles are located 
about 20 miles from Ridgecrest and 
about 20 miles from Trona. The area is 
an ancient dry lake bed and there are 
wave marks along the original shore 

line indicating that the lake was at least 
60 feet deep. The pinnacles are made 
of calcium carbide formed underwater 
from steam 
vents under 
the lake 
bottom. The 
pinnacles 
vary in 
height to 
about 40 
feet. There 
is nothing 
around them, 
so they are 
visible for 
miles and 
look like something one would imagine 
the surface of another planet to look like. 
The pinnacles have been the scenery 
and background for several movies and 
television commercials. 

Of course we took the wrong turn 

from the road and wound up traveling 
quite a distance along the wrong side 
of a railroad track. I didn’t realize how 

easily 
our four 
wheel 
drive 
vehicles 
could 
drive over 
the tracks 
and had 
visualized 
someone 
getting 
stuck on 
the tracks 

while a train would be coming. It was 
easier than I had thought. 

We drove to the pinnacles and there 
was a welcome site of a restroom. There 
were no supplies available but we had 
toilet paper and hand sanitizer with us 
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to share. “Don’t leave home without it.” 
I noticed a void of animal life because 
the area was so desolate of water and 
vegetation. No tracks or droppings in 
the area. There also was no shade to stop 
and have lunch. We improvised and sat 
in the shade of our vehicles. 

The pinnacles were beautiful and 
some of us hiked up as far as possible, 
however the higher we climbed the more 
wind and blowing dust and sand, which 
was especially unpleasant for those 
wearing contacts. 

Using a GPS, we were following 
a route to the nearest road back and 
some of us broke off to visit the Trona 
museum on the way back. We needed to 
pick up some supplies 
for the catered dinner, 
therefore we missed 
the Trona museum. 
It is our habit to visit 
museums everywhere 
we travel and we call 
it “museum hopping” 
which is also the least 
expensive thing to do 
on trips. 

We were very 
glad to see the Trona 
Pinnacles and every 
other adventure as 
members of the Desert 
Explorers.  ~ Jerry

Photos: Jerry Dupree  
and Jay Lawrence
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I have taken dozens of trips through 
the years on Highway 395 traversing the 
Indian Wells Valley.  On all these trips I 
noticed several canyons in the distance 
to the west  in the Eastern Sierra.  For a 
long time I wanted to visit these canyons 
and since the 
Rondy was 
in Ridgecrest 
this year, an 
exploratory 
trip to 
this area 
was most 
appropriate.  

Our 
large group 
met at the 
Ridgecrest 
Fairgrounds on Saturday 
morning (4/7) of the Rondy 
weekend.  The group consisted 
of the following individuals:  
Ellen Miller, Barbara and 
Ken Midlikoski, Bill Powell, 
Terry and Eileen  
Ogden, Leonard and 
Rebecca Freidman, 
Joan and Ted Berger, 
Jim Watson, Dave 
Burdick, Larry 
Boerio, Peter and 
Janet Austin, David 
and Lois Hess, Ken 
and Jill Eltritch,  
Frederick Raab, Bill 
and Julie Smith, 
Marian and Neal 
Johns , Steven and 
Sally  Falstitch 
plus Yours Truly and the incredible 
Bill Powell.  (If I left anyone out, my 
apologies.)    Even though this was a 
large group everything worked out well 
as we were able to carpool to reduce 
the number of vehicles.   It was a cool 
morning and the weather to the west 
looked threatening, but we intrepidly 
headed west toward the Sierras.  

Our initial destination appeared on 
the map as Cow Heaven Canyon.  The 
farther west we went into this beautiful 

canyon the worse the road became,  
but it was all very doable.   As we 
progressed up the canyon, we noted 
Kiavah Wilderness signs of both sides 
of the road.  This area was designated 
as  wilderness  as part of the California 

Desert Protection Act passed 
in 1994.  This canyon is an area where 
the Joshua Trees of the Mojave Desert 
meet the Pinon Pines of the Sierras.  
All in all, it was very picturesque.  We 
soon hit the end of the road at another 
wilderness boundary.  We were forced to 
do a turn around and headed back down 
canyon to the north/south dirt road at 
the base of the Sierras.  This road would 
take us to the turnoff to Sage Canyon 
which was next on our list.

The first thing we noticed as we 

started up the fairly rugged Sage 
Canyon Road was considerable greenery 
including the sudden appearance of 
willows.   This is a pretty good indicator 
that there is water near the surface.  
The farther west we went on this road, 
the steeper it got.  The more difficult 
it became and the worse the weather 

became as 
it began to 
rain.  The 
rain soon 
became a 
downpour 
and we 
made the 
decision to 
turn around 
and head 
back before 

the mud would make things very 
difficult.  It wasn’t easy doing a 
turnaround with this many cars, 
but we accomplished the task 
with little problem and headed 
back down Sage Canyon.  At 
the mouth of Sage Canyon we 

visited an old stone 
cabin which we missed 
on the way up.

Because of the 
continuation of 
threatening weather, 
we decided not to visit 
the next canyon south 
(Horse Canyon) and 
determined  the best 
decision was to head 
back to Ridgecrest.  

Nevertheless this was a fun and 
interesting outing as far as we got and 
even though the weather forced us to 
cut the trip short, it actually added to the 
overall experience.

Our fun group then headed back on 
desert dirt roads toward Ridgecrest and 
the BBQ catered dinner that awaited us.  
We may do a Desert Explorer trip again 
to this area when the weather forecast is 
right.  ~ Bob

Photos: Julie Smith, Bob Jacoby & Barbara Midlikowski

Eastern Sierra 
Canyons

                                     By Bob Jacoby



Random

Rondy

  Moments
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Ding Wicker
and the Duke

Bob Jacoby
calm under 

pressure

Bill Powell proves you really 
can fix a truck with an axe!

Neal is attacked 
by an eager
Wife-in-Waiting!

Wildflowers
everywhere

Leonard and Rebecca give Dave the third degree

Spectacular skies

Circle the wagons!

Sandy Rogers talks petroglyphs
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Fuel efficient off road 
transportation

Auctioneer Joso with Moneybags Smith

Auctioneer Steve Marschke 
wheels and deals

Bob Jacoby and Bill Smith plotting

Sue Jaussaud brought an 
old photo of Allan Wicker 
tub testing.

Sandy Rogers gets 
prehistoric with his atlatl
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Even though the weather didn’t 
completely cooperate, the 2018 Desert 
Explorers Rendezvous was a fun and 
action packed event. We had a solid 
menu of events and an excellent turnout 
of about 61 members. This represents 
around 60% of our members. That 
would be an excellent percentage for 
most organizations. 

The weekend started on Friday 
(4/6) with two interesting inbound trips 
led by Sue and Bob Jaussaud (Boron/
Randsburg area) and Bill 
Powell (Coso Mountains). 
Both of these trips were 
interesting with lots of 
mines and other ruins 
that everyone enjoys. The 
weather on that Friday was 
pretty good also with not 
too much wind for most of 
the way.

We, of course, had 
our annual mega potluck 
on Friday night at Sage 
Hall at the Ridgecrest 
Fairgrounds. As usual there was a 
significant amount of food to be shared 
with each other. Also on Friday night, 
Bill Powell presented a video of his 
pre-run for the Hastings Cutoff DE trip 
to be held in July. Even though the trip 
will be in eastern Nevada, this looks like 
potentially a great adventure. Also we 
setup the annual silent auction on Friday 
night. Bob Jaussaud and Steve Marschke 
should be congratulated for conducting 
another successful auction what earned 
the club some extra spending money.

Everybody got up early Saturday 
morning ready to explore the area with 
two scheduled trips available. The 
first trip of the day was led by Jerry 
and Dolly Dupree with the destination 
being the area of the Trona Pinnacles. 
Although there were some wind issues 
this was an educational and scenic trip. 
The second trip of the day was led by 
Bill Powell to the nearby eastern Sierras. 

This was a rugged and scenic trip which, 
unfortunately, had to be somewhat 
curtailed because of rain and wind.

Saturday evening was outstanding. 
First of all, back at the Fairgrounds, we 
had a BBQ dinner catered by Casey’s 
Restaurant in Ridgecrest. The food was 
very good and there was plenty of it. 
This was followed by an outstanding 
presentation by our guest speaker, 
Sandy Rogers. Mr. Rogers spoke 
primarily about rock art in the Coso 

Mountains. This was an 
excellent preview for those 
who were going on the 
Petroglyph Canyon Tour 
the next morning. Also on 
Saturday night some folks 
hung around to complete 
their silent auction 
shipping.

On Sunday morning, 
very early, those 
individuals who were 
going on the Petroglyph 
Canyon Tour met at 

the Maturango Museum. After some 
organization details were discussed these 
20 Desert Explorer members were able 
to go on an escorted trip inside the Navy 
base to view the petroglyphs. 

For those who did not go on the 
petroglyph trip there were two excellent 
outbound trips to choose from. These 
were led by Nelson Miller (El Paso 
Mountains) and Jay Lawrence (Red 
Rock Canyon area.) Both of these trips 
went into interesting areas and were  
led by guys who really know the 
respective areas. 

Wow! That is a lot of stuff that 
happened over three days. It is now time 
to start thinking about the 2019 Rondy. 
If you have any ideas let me or Jerry 
Dupree know what your thoughts are. 
Better yet, please attend the DE meeting 
in Claremont on May 12th. The next 
Rondy venue will be a prime topic of 
discussion. ~Bob 

2018 DE Rendezvous Wrapup by Bob Jacoby

Guest Speaker  
at the 2018 Rondy 

Alexander (Sandy) Rogers

We were fortunate enough to 
have Mr. Rogers as our featured 
guest speaker at the 2018 rondy.  
He is the archaeology curator 
at the Maturango museum in 
Ridgecrest and is a consulting 
archaeologist.  

Mr. Rogers was a physicist 
and engineer with the China Lake 
Naval Weapons Laboratory until 
retiring in 2002.  He has written 
numerous papers on hunter-
gatherer cultures of the Great 
Basin and the archaeology of rock 
art.  He holds masters degrees in 
physics and anthropology.  

He gave us an excellent 
presentation of the petroglyphs of 
the Coso region which includes 
the upper Mojave Desert and 
southwestern.  He explained 
how obsidian can be dated and 
its origin traced.  Obsidian 
arrowheads and tools are found 
along early native trade routes and 
their origin can be identified.

Bill Powell



Last month our Lost puzzle location 
was the Cerro Gordo, near Big Pine. 
Our winners are Ken Hemkin, Jean and 
Mal Roode, Randy Mathews, Leonard 
Friedman.

The “fat hill” produced silver, lead 
and zinc for a century. At its peak over 
1,000 people lived here working in 
mines as the San Felipe and Union. At 
the time the smelters were the best there 
were. Silver was roasted and formed 
into bullion, sent down the Yellow Grade 
road by mule team, then shipped across 
Owen’s Lake by steamboat. From the 
lakeside port of Cartago the bullion was 
loaded onto Remi Nadeau’s freighters 
and hauled into Los Angeles.

Cerro Gordo, on the western slope of 
the Inyo Mountains about seven miles 
east of Keeler and thirty miles south of 
Independence, was the first major silver 
strike in the Owens Valley. Originally 
a small-scale operation worked by 
Mexicans between 1862 and 1866, the 
mine was included in the Lone Pine 
Mining District organized in April 1866. 
Three years later Americans took over 
the property and ultimately turned it into 
the largest producer of silver and lead in 
California, yielding ores that assayed at 
least as high as $300 per ton. 

In the early 1870s two smelters 
were erected at Cerro Gordo and one 
on Owens Lake near the rival town 

of Swansea. Contributing to Cerro 
Gordo’s commercial success was the 
fact that this was an excellent area for 
smelting works: water and wood were 
abundant, good fire-clay was available, 
and because of the wide variety of ores 
in the district, necessary fluxes were 
obtainable. Productive mines of the 
area were the historic Union Mine, 
and the later Cerro Gordo, Cerro 
Gordo Extension, Estelle, Silver Reef, 
and Santa Rosa mines. Mule teams 
transported the ore to Los Angeles, 275 
miles away, necessitating high-class ore 
and bullion in order to make a profit. 

In 1875 Cerro Gordo suffered a series 
of setbacks, necessitating the shutdown 
of its furnaces. These problems resulted 
from a scarcity 
of ore in the 
mine, which 
had lasted 
for several 
months, and 
the temporary 
drying up 
of its water 
supply; no 
small factor in 
the slowdown 
of production 
was the 
litigation 
that had been 

initiated in 1870 over ownership 
of the Union lode. This latter 
question was finally settled, and 
on 13 January 1876 the Union 
Consolidated Mining Company 
of Cerro Gordo was created and 
preparations made to return to 
full-scale production. 

The revival was not destined 
to last, however, and by late 1876 
and early 1877 the Union Mine 
appeared to be played out. A fire 
that raged through some of the 
mine buildings and the Union 
shaft was the final straw; the 
furnaces were closed the following 
February. A more lethal blow was 
dealt by falling lead and silver 
prices, effectively ending this era 

of activity at Cerro Gordo. ~Bob P

Bob’s lost again when he went hot-
air ballooning over the Mojave and 
the wind carried him far off from the 
starting point. Help him find out where 
he is on the map so he can put-down and 
call for Lyft. Send your guess for this 
month’s puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the names of 
winners along with a his hearty thanks 
and a new Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The 
southern part of Death Valley near the 
Devil’s Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.
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Last month’s  

Lost: Where Am I ?  

Cerro Gordo

Lost: Where am I?Lost: Where am I?



Annual Mojave 
River Valley 

Museum 
Barbecue

Saturday, May 5
The Mojave River Valley Museum 

(Our parent organization) will host the 
52nd annual barbecue on Saturday, 
May 5 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Come and enjoy the delicious barbecue 
and support the Museum. Remember 
books are typically 20% off during the 
barbecue, so it’s a chance to buy those 
books you have been wanting at a nice 
savings from their already great prices. 

Eastern Sierras
Wed-Sat, June 20-23, 2018

Meet at the Eastern California 
Museum in Independence on 
Wednesday, June 20 at 11:00 a.m. 
Explore stamp mill in Independence 
with camping in the Buttermilks on 
Wednesday night. Explore various 
mining sites in the Inyo-Mono 
region including Montgomery Pass, 
Masonic, Tioga Pass and possibly 
Silverado Canyon and Cottonwood 
Creek depending upon the time and 
conditions. This is an exploratory 
trip - high clearance 4x4 with working 
CB required. Contact Ron Lipari at 
ronaldlipari@gmail.com or by cell at  
805-444-5284.

Hastings Cutoff 
Expedition

Mon-Wed, July 9-11, 2018
Join Bob Jacoby and Bill Powell for 

an exploration of the infamous Hastings 
Cutoff of the California Trail. We will 
rendezvous outside Wendover, UT on 
July 9th for a three day trip through the 
back country of Eastern Nevada. The 
off-road distance is approximately 250 
miles. We will be going over several 
passes and the altitude will be between 
4000 and 6000 ft. We will have the 
option of staying overnight in Wells, 
NV the first night or camping at a Forest 
Service campground. The second night 
we intend to camp at a county recreation 
area. We will be able to gas up in Wells 
after the first hundred miles. Fuel is 
available about 20 miles from the second 
overnight stop if needed. The route 
conditions vary from pavement to near 
bush whacking. Some areas may be 
muddy depending on weather. One of 
the passes goes through a juniper forest 
where clearance can be tight. Four wheel 
drive will be mandatory. Expect to see 
lots of wildlife. While pre-running the 
route, Bill encountered numerous elk, 
antelope, wild horses, and golden eagles. 
There will be opportunities for soaking 
in natural hot springs as well. Contact 
Bill at 1221102@gmail.com or (541) 
908-0826 for more info. GPS waypoints 
are available.

In the Planning Stages 
 • Route 66 – Spring 2018 Jacoby 

3-4 days New Mexico border to 
Victorville, 4WD original alignments 
of Route 66

 • Tour of Death Valley - Early 2018 
Emmett Harder & Matt Jones

 • Butte Valley Area - Early 2018 
Emmett Harder. Death Valley.

  • Southern end of Sequoia trip, third 
weekend in August
Leader contact information is also 

listed on the Trip Leader List on the  
last page of this newsletter.
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Calendar of Upcoming 
Trips & Events

We have new faces  
in our tribe!  

Hope to see you  
out in the desert  

with us soon.  
Welcome!

Jerry& Sue Peppers  
New York, NY 

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 

Admission is always free
DeDicateD to the Preservation anD Promotion of the scientific, historical anD cultural heritage of the mojave Desert

mailto:ronaldlipari@gmail.com
mailto:1221102@gmail.com
mailto:mrvm@verizon.net
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Directions to Ding & Allan’s Home
In Claremont from the I-10 go north on Indian Hill Blvd. Past Foothill 

Blvd. At the third break in the median (counting from Foothill) turn left 
into the entrance to Griswold’s townhomes. You will see a set of three 
gates connected to an ivy-covered wall and tile-roofed townhomes.

From the I-210 eastbound the closest exit is Towne Ave. Then south 
(right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on Foothill to Indian Hill.

From the I-210 westbound get off at Baseline and go west on 
Baseline to Indian Hill Blvd. Turn left (south). Approach the northern-
most gate at the entrance. Stop there, and at the keyboard punch 037. 
(There is a directory.) That will ring Allan’s phone, and he will answer 
and open the gate from his phone.

Once the gate opens, pass through it turning right immediately. Then 
follow the street until the first left opportunity. Turn left and again left 
at the next opportunity. The address is 1430 Sitka. Park in any available 
parking area-not along the curb. The 1430 on the side of the house 
should be visible from the street.

Walk up the driveway, and follow the sidewalk to the house entrance. 
Desperation calls for assistance (909) 445-0082.

Desert  
Explorers  

May  
Meeting
Saturday  
May 12th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch
Ding & Allan Wicker’s Home

Sue and I were part of the surfing scene in the 1960’s. A 
healthy tan was a turn on, but sunburn was definitely not. Who 
remembers bikini lines, white noses smeared with zinc oxide 
and the Coppertone Girl? I sure do. So, the military Sunburn 
Preventive Preparation can we 
discovered and photographed 
on the desert peaked my 
interest. We were hiking in the 
boonies (with our sunscreen 
on) when we noticed the can 
with its legible lid intact. 
Based on the area we were in, 
I assumed the can was a World 
War II relic, but after some 
research we realized it was a 
1965 Vietnam Era US Army 
Sunburn Preventive Cream 
Paste tin made by the Chemical 
Compounding Corporation. 

It seems the ancient Greeks 
used olive oil to protect the 
skin from sun damage. The 
Egyptians used extracts of rice, 
jasmine and lupine plants. Zinc oxide paste has been popular 
forever. Synthetic sunscreens were first used as early as 1928, 
but it wasn’t until 1938 when Franz Greiter, a Swiss chemist, 

set out to invent a more effective sunscreen. His resulting 
sunscreen didn’t come to market until 1946 and had the 
equivalent SPF of 2. It was called Glacier Cream under the 
brand name Piz Buin and is still available today. 

The advent of World War II 
really sparked the need for an 
effective sunscreen cream, as 
our troops were suffering from 
severe sunburn in the Pacific 
tropics. Benjamin Green, an 
airman turned pharmacist, 
finally developed something in 
1944 called “Red Vet Pet” (red 
veterinary petrolatum), an ugly, 
sticky, red, greasy substance. 
After the war, Green mixed his 
red vet pet with cocoa butter 
and coconut oil and came up 
with Coppertone Suntan Cream 
and Bain de Soleil. 

It was the 1970’s before 
sunscreen cream actually 
contained chemicals that 

shielded the skin from UV rays and it wasn’t until 1977 when 
water-resistant sunscreens were introduced. Sure glad we no 
longer have to spread Red Vet Pet all over ourselves. 

Sunscreen on the Desert by Bob Jaussaud
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On March 26th the Oasis of Mara, 
a historic cornerstone of Joshua Tree 
National Park, was severely damaged 
by fire, the result of arson. A man 
with previous arson convictions was 
taken into custody on March 28th. It is 
tremendously sad to see a place so rich 
in history thoughtlessly destroyed.

From the Twentynine Palms 
Historical Society 

The oasis was first settled by the 
Serrano who called it Mara, meaning 
“the place of little springs and much 
grass.” Legend holds they came to the 
oasis because a medicine man told 
them it was a good place to live and 
that they would have many boy babies. 
The medicine man instructed them 
to plant a palm tree each time a boy 
was born. In the first year, the Serrano 
planted 29 palm trees at the oasis. The 
palms also provided the Serrano with 
food, clothing, cooking implements, 
and housing. In addition, the palms 
are habitat for a wide variety of desert 
creatures from colorful orioles to the 
palm-boring beetle.

When Colonel Washington’s survey 
party arrived at the Oasis of Mara in 
the 1850s, they found the area under 
cultivation by the Serrano. Corn, 
beans, pumpkins, and squash were all 
grown with the life-giving waters that 

rise at the oasis 
along the Pinto 
Mountain Fault. 
The Chemehuevi 
settled at the 
Oasis around 
1867 and 
intermingled 
peacefully with 
the Serrano. The 
Chemehuevis had 
lived at the oasis 
of Twentynine 
Palms many 

times before the 1860s, as had other 
Indian groups.

By 1870, prospectors attracted to 
California by the discoveries at Sutter’s 
Mill had drifted into the desert looking 
for gold. The Anaconda Mine began 
operation south of the Oasis in 1874. 
The Lost Horse, the Desert Queen, 
and other claims soon followed. Trees 
began to be cut at the Oasis, and water 
siphoned away to support the growing 
mining operations.

On the heels of the miners, cattlemen 
moved to the area in the 1880s to take 
advantage of the high desert grasslands 
of the Pinto and Little San Bernardino 
Mountains. The McHaney brothers ran 
an active cattle trade that was alleged 
to include stolen cattle they pastured in 

isolated rocky coves near Hidden Valley.
Bill McHaney became the first 

non-Indian to live at the Oasis in 1879. 
Later, Jack Rankin and Billy Neaves 
built an adobe house at the east end of 
the Oasis. That house came to be known 
as the “Old Adobe.” It stood for over 
40 years and served as a residence, a 
stage line stop, and a meeting place. The 
Barker and Shay Cattle Company dug a 
600-gallon well around 1900 for use by 
the growing population. A 1902 census 
found 37 Serrano and Chemehuevi 
living at the Oasis. As more non-Indians 
arrived, the Indian families began to 
drift away, and by 1913, the Serrano and 
Chemehuevi were all gone.

Following World War I, the 
Twentynine Palms area saw an influx 
of veterans suffering from the effects of 
gas inhalation, drawn to the area by its 
warm, arid climate.

The Oasis is over one-half mile 
long and runs in a generally east-west 
orientation. The eastern end is just 
behind the Joshua Tree National Park 
visitor center and the western end is  
on the grounds of the Twentynine 
Palms Inn.

From the website of the 29 
Palms Historical Society, https://
www.29palmshistorical.com/
historicSites/OasisOfMara.php

A Tragic Night at the Oasis of Mara

Firefighters on scene during the Oasis of Mara fire
Photo credit: Steve Raines

https://www.29palmshistorical.com/historicSites/OasisOfMara.php
https://www.29palmshistorical.com/historicSites/OasisOfMara.php
https://www.29palmshistorical.com/historicSites/OasisOfMara.php


 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Newsletter Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5851 Shirl Street Cypress CA 90630 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com
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