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Harquehala 
Mountain
By Mignon Slentz

Wilderness near Salome, Arizona is 
where a group of us spent MLK 
weekend. There were members of the 
Desert Explorers meeting the Arizona 
boys who had all worked for McDonald 
Douglas at one time, added to high 
school friends of mine from Laguna 
Beach.  Everyone took turns looking at 
each other’s rigs, discussing under the 
hood modifications and peeking inside 

the pop-up campers and trailers. Some 
participants stopped off at Quartzite first 
to browse the myriad of booths and 
stalls. On Saturday, the Arizona boys 
went shooting while the Desert Explorer 
contingent drove to the staging area off 
Eagle Eye Rd. to access the Harquehala 
Mountain Rd. The 10.5 mile steep, 4x4 
and sometimes rugged road led up to the 
Smithsonian Observatory that was in use 
1920-1925 where the sun’s rays were 
measured and data collected.

The Harquahala Mountains are the 
highest mountain range in southwestern 
Arizona, and are located southwest of 
the towns of Aguila and Wenden. The 
name originated from the Yavapai 
‘ʼHakhe:la”, which means “running 
water.” The last night in camp, those  
of us remaining sat around the fire 
watching the lunar eclipse.  ~Mignon
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I joined a small group of 
adventurers, September 8, 
2018 to explore various 
parts of the Mojave National 
Preserve. The sites to see 
there are as numerous as the 
vast expanse of land in the 
preserve. One of my 
favorites was the Evening 
Star Mine.

For me, part of the joy  
of exploring the desert is  
the history. I am amazed  
by what folks back then did 
with limited resources. The Evening Star 
Mine is one of the best preserved mines 
in the MNP with the head frame and 
rock crushers still in place. The main 
shaft as well as some of the side shafts 
are now sealed.

It began life in 1935 as a copper 
prospect by John Riley Bembry. He was 
a World War I veteran, a 
medic in the US Army and 
also taught soldiers how to 
use explosives. This skill was 
put to good use upon arriving 
in the Ivanpah Mountain 
Range in the late 1920s. By 
1930 Mr. Bembry had nine 
claims in the area and by the 
time of his death in 1984, he 
had placed 56 claims. Mr. 
Bembry’s contribution to the history of 
the area is amazing and well deserves its 
own article.

Early on Bremby had sold the 
Evening Star claim. It was traded 
various times until, in 1943, the mine 
was leased by Carl F. Wendrick, Jr.’s 
Steel Sales and Service Company of 
Chicago, Illinois. Mr. Wendrick secured 
a government loan, employed eight men, 
built the larger headframe, and 
constructed a mill at Valley wells. 

Over 400 tons of ore were processed. 

Several tons of tin concentrates were 
sold to the government stockpile in Jean, 
Nevada which contained 35.96 percent tin.1

Located in the Mescal Mining 
District, the Evening Star mine site has 
an impressive sixty foot head frame 
which is built upon three towers of 
different heights and supply ore to an ore 
bin and crusher at the top.2

 The EveningStar Mine was the only 
producer of tin ore cassiterite (tin oxide) 
in the eastern Mojave Desert. The 
cassiterite was found with the minerals 
pyrite, scheelite, chrysocolla, and 
wollastonite.3  

The mine was in production between 
1939 and 1944. The tall head frame was 
built to hoist ore from underground 
workings. When the ore reached the top 
it was dumped through a series of 
four-cylinder engine-powered crushers 

and screens that classified 
the ore into marketable 
concentrate that could be 
separated from unwanted 
gangue minerals. The 
amount of imported timber 
and the crushing equipment 
(now missing) indicates 
how serious the miners 
were in their fight against 
gravity. After the 
headframe and crushers 
were installed the 
concentrated/classified ore 

was hauled by truck to Windmill Station 
on Highway 466 (south of Valley Wells) 
for cleaning and concentration. The 
Windmill Station mill was constructed 
by Steel Service and Sales Company 
(Chicago, Illinois), now owners of the 
Bernice (Evening Star) group.4

To my surprise, our small group was 
joined by a fleet of white 
Suburbans from the 
University of Southern 
California, School of Earth 
Sciences, geology class led 
by Dr. Doug Hammond, 
Ph.D. Dr. Doug was 
interested in a small outcrop 
of wollastonite (mentioned 
above). As this was Sunday 
morning, I was interested to 

know what happened with USC vs 
Stanford game on Saturday. The young 
folks sadly shared USC 3, Stanford 17. 
Oh well! On down the trail!     ~ Ken 

1 http://vredenburgh.org/mining_history/pages/
clark_mescal_mtns_mining_later.html 

2 https://www.destination4x4.com/ 
evening-star-mine T

3 Aubury, 1908; Wright et al, 1953;  
Joseph, 1984

4 http://nsm.fullerton.edu/dsc/images/
DSCdocs/2005oldores.pdf

Evening Star Mine Trip
By Ken Hemkin

http://vredenburgh.org/mining_history/pages/clark_mescal_mtns_mining_later.html
http://vredenburgh.org/mining_history/pages/clark_mescal_mtns_mining_later.html
https://www.destination4x4.com/
http://nsm.fullerton.edu/dsc/images/DSCdocs/2005oldores.pdf
http://nsm.fullerton.edu/dsc/images/DSCdocs/2005oldores.pdf
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Without milkweed, there would be no 
Monarch Butterflies. They lay their eggs 
exclusively on milkweed and milkweed 
is becoming relatively scarce. Please 
plant milkweed and help save a species. 
This is the message we came away with 
after our visit last week to the Monarch 
Grove at Pismo Beach. 

Sue, Ron Lipari and I enjoyed a very 
scenic drive up the California coast from 
Oxnard to Pismo Beach to see the 
Monarchs. We picked a glorious spring-
like day and there were hundreds of 
Monarchs flying, bunching and mating 
among the eucalyptus 
trees. Sadly, though, 
there were only about 
a fourth as many as 
we had seen just the 
previous year. The 
docent at the grove 
explained to us that 
continued 
development and 
pesticide use along the 
coast has drastically 
decreased the Monarch habitat. This has 
been ongoing for years and the Monarch 
population at Pismo Grove has steadily 
decreased about 50% each year. Add to 
that the fires last year and the result was 
an 80% reduction in only one year! The 
butterflies were just unable to fly south 
through the burned and smoky areas. 

Each year when cold weather arrives 
the Monarchs begin their 2500 mile 
migration south. It seems they come 
south to gather and mate. We were lucky 
to become voyeurs and watch a couple 

mating. The female (large wing veins) 
attracts the male (two dots on thin wing 
veins). They meet and/or go to the 
ground together to start mating where, 
hopefully, the female accepts the male 
by closing her wings. Coupling takes 
quite awhile, so once their abdomens are 
firmly attached, the happy male single-
handedly carries them, coupled together, 
back up into the trees where they 
complete their mating. During mating, 
the female actually takes sustenance 
from the male and therefore may mate 
several times to gather enough energy to 

complete her task of 
scattering eggs, one at 
a time, under 
milkweed leaves. Her 
problem is finding 
enough milkweed. 

So plant milkweed. 
There are many 
species of milkweed. 
To find out what to 
plant in your area you 
can check 

monarchjointventure.org 
Although there are several places to 

see Monarchs, Monarch Grove at Pismo 
Beach has traditionally been the largest 
gathering on the West coast. The optimal 
time to see them is usually between 
October and February. I would highly 
recommend putting this on your “bucket 
list” and doing it sooner rather than later. 
It is a beautiful way to spend a 
California day. If you would like to see a 
short video of the grove, check out 
monarchbutterfly.org ~ Bob Jaussaud 

Plant Milkweed

A lovely lady from Ruchera, 
Zimbabwe, just for fun. She even has 
arm bands! This is what George and I 
are working on, slowly processing our 
images from two trips to Zimbabwe. ~ 
Anne Stoll

Desert Explorer Hams
Janet Austin Diamond Bar KF6FZE
Pete Austin Diamond Bar K6PAA
Craig Baker Sylmar KC6KKR
Bruce Barnett Brea KD6BOY
Shelly Barnett Brea KD6DIR
Jim Byrne Kingman AZ KE6RFR
Ken Eltrich Venice K6KCE
Steven Faulstich Santa Barbara KK6NLP
Barbara Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLR
Bill Gossett Ridgecrest KI6YLQ
Emmett Harder Devore KK6WET
Axel Heller Long Beach KG6DII
Neal Johns Lytle Creek AG6HR
Jay Lawrence Long Beach KI6KAV
Homer Meek Torrance K6HKT
Steve Marschke Torrance KK6EOS
Deb Miller Marschke Torrance KK6EOW
Deborah Nakamoto Temple City KK6UNR
Jerry Peppers New York W8JPP
William Powell Corvallis OR KE7ZKH
Malcolm Roode Highland KF6GZH
Bill Smith Flagstaff KQ1S
Julie Smith Flagstaff KI7TNF
Joan Steiner Irvine KJ6AIK
Paul Vermette Anaheim KI6JFU
Betty Wallin Desert Hot Spgs KD6CY
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Arrowhead Trail/U.S. 91 
and Afton Canyon

Saturday, March 9, 2019
(Rescheduled from January 12, 2019  

due to rain cancellation) 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet at Field Road Offramp from 
I-15, on the south side next to the Cell 
Tower, at 9:00 a.m. Field Road is thirty 
miles east of Barstow and thirty-three 
miles west of Baker, CA.

We will follow the old U.S. 91 route 
(1926) to Afton Canyon, explore Afton 
Canyon, and return toward Barstow on 
the Arrowhead Trail (1925). See an 
intaglio, sleeping circles, geography 
relating to ancient Lake Mannix and the 
formation of Afton Canyon. We will take 
two short hikes to “the Caves” and 
Spooky Canyon”, a slot canyon.

Please email Nelson Miller at Nemill-
er47@yahoo.com if you plan to attend, 
so I know how many vehicles to expect.

~ MRVM “Twofer” ~
 Mojave River Valley 
Museum Work Party 

Saturday, February 23, 2019

...and Camp at Paradise 
Springs and Sunday 

Field Trip
Sunday, February 24, 2019 
Coordinator: Nelson Miller

Saturday, February 23, 2019, will be 
another work party at the Mojave River 
Valley Museum, 270 E Virginia Way, 
Barstow, CA 92311. Our previous work 
party was tremendously appreciated. 
This is a great way to support the Muse-
um, which is our parent organization. 

There is always yard work (watering, 
trimming, and raking) that needs to be 
done and electrical fixtures that need to 
be repaired or replaced. We may do some 

new displays and clean some of the existing 
ones. Inventory of the books and items 
for sale needs to be completed. We may 
also do some painting of the exterior trim 
and perhaps repair or replace the toilets.

Saturday evening, we have made 
arrangements to camp at Paradise Hot 
Springs. Sunday, we can do a trip to 
explore some of the local area. Options 
include Alvord Mountains (Alvord 
Mountain Mine and Impassable Pass 
along the Old Spanish Trail), sleeping 
circles and intaglios. Or, we could 
explore Coolgardie, the placer gold 
mining area from the early 1900s, the 
XB-70 crash site, petroglyphs, and Opal 
Mountain area.

Please email Nelson Miller at Nemill-
er47@yahoo.com if you plan to attend, 
so I know how many volunteers we will 
have and how many want to camp 
Saturday evening.

~ 2019 Rendezvous ~
Friday Inbound Trip: 
 Walking Box Ranch

Friday, April 5 at 12:30 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Tour of the Walking Box Ranch. 
Home of silent screen movie stars Clara 
Bow and Rex Bell. Meet at Nipton 
Trading Post on Nipton Rd. (164). 
Friday, April 5 at 12:30. Limit of 20 
people. Contact Nelson Miller to reserve 
a spot.(nemiller47@yahoo.com) no cost.

Friday Inbound Trip: 
 Needles, Kingman  

and Chloride
Friday, April 5 

Leaders: Bob & Sue Jaussaud
We will start our journey from 

Needles Friday morning, April 5. Our 
path will take us over Sitgreaves Pass on 
Old Route 66. Along the way we can 

take a short walk to some 1859 inscrip-
tions. In Kingman we will visit the Route 
66 Museum, then head north to visit a 
turquoise mine outlet. Leaving the mine, 
we will head to Chloride and visit the 
murals, old railroad depot and original 
town. We will try to arrive in Boulder 
City no later than 4 p.m. We suggest that 
folks going with us arrive in Needles 
Thursday night. For those who arrive 
Thursday afternoon, we can have a 
barbecue or potluck at our “bunkhouse” 
on the Colorado River. Participants are 
welcome to bring their bed rolls and stay 
in the bunkhouse as long as there is room 
or camp on our property, plus there are 
many motels across the river in Needles.

This inbound will not require 4wd,  
a high clearance vehicle will make the 
going easier. As usual, working CB 
radios are expected. Please email Bob 
and Sue at usontheriver@gmail.com if 
you can join us.

Eldorado Canyon and
Techatticup Mine Tour

Saturday, April 6 
Leader: Bill Neill

From Boulder City we’ll drive south 
about 20 miles to the Eldorado Mining 
District, active from 1860 to 1930. After 
poking around old buildings, we’ll pay 
$15 each for a 90-minute underground 
mine tour. Our turnaround point will  
be Nelsons Landing near Lake Mohave, 
where a small community was mostly 
wiped out by a flash flood in 1974.  
We’ll return to the mining district via  
dirt roads, then to Boulder City by 
mid-afternoon.

Black Canyon Boat Trip
Saturday, April 6 

Leader: Bob Jaussaud
This trip is full with a waiting list for 

openings. Contact the trip leader if you 
would like to be added to the list.

Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

mailto:Nemill�er47@yahoo.com
mailto:Nemill�er47@yahoo.com
mailto:Nemill�er47@yahoo.com
mailto:Nemill�er47@yahoo.com
mailto:nemiller47@yahoo.com
mailto:usontheriver@gmail.com
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Valley of Fire Trip
Saturday, April 6 

Leader: Jerry Dupree
We will explore the Valley of Fire 

area and the shoreline of Lake Mead. 
There is a fee per car to get in the park. 
Enter via north shore road (prettiest) or 
I-15. Going by the lake there is also a fee 
unless you have the 62+ Pass. Stop at 
Rogers Spring or Redrock. After entering 
the park, visit CCC rock cabins and 
visitors center, continue up to Mouses 
Tank hike that has great petroglyphs hike 
(1/2 mile). Near campground is Atlatl 
Rock up series of steps. Picnic tables at 
different sites. Suggest people carpool to 
share entry fee and have a 62+ person in 
each car. Full writeup next newsletter.

Tour of Boulder City
Saturday, April 6 

Leader: Mignon Slentz
Tour of Boulder City including RR 

Museum, BC Museum in Historic 
Boulder Dam Hotel, Bighorn sheep 
viewing ( hopefully) at Hemingway Park, 
walk on the Tilman/O’Callaghan bridge 
across Colorado River with view of 
Hoover Dam, Lake Mead Visitors 
Center, drive around Lake to Clark Co. 
Museum in Henderson. The museum is a 
30-acre site that features an exhibit hall 
with a timeline exhibit about Southern 
Nevada from prehistoric to modern times 
and a collection of 8 restored historic 
buildings that depict daily life from 
different decades in Las Vegas. Boulder 
City’s old train depot is also located 
there. Cost $2

Sunday Outbound Trip:
Northshore Road 
to Valley of Fire

Sunday, April 7 
Leader: Bill Neill

For those not eager to depart the Las 
Vegas area, we’ll caravan northward 
about 70 miles on paved roads along 
Lake Mead’s northwest shore to Valley 
of Fire State Park, which has a visitor 

center, colorful geology and $10 entrance 
fee. Trip will end in mid-afternoon at 
I-15 onramps about 40 miles northeast  
of Las Vegas.

Sunday Outbound Trip:
Mystery Route

Sunday, April 7 
Leader: Glenn Shaw

Tentative plans are to visit the south 
end of the Spring Mountains. Rough 
plan: Tour historic Spring Mountain 
Ranch one of the first Las Vegas area 
homesteads and formerly owned by such 
personalities as the famous radio comedy 
team of Lum & Abner, Vera Krupp wife 
of German munition factory owner 
Alfred Krupp, and Howard Hughes. It is 
now a state park with an admission fee of 
$7.00 per car. Visit petroglyph sites off 
Highway 160 then to Mt. Potosi and the 
old Potosi Mine townsite and see nearby 
Indian roasting pits. Drive via dirt roads 
to Goodsprings and the Pioneer Saloon 
one of Nevada’s oldest still operating 
saloons built in 1913. This would be the 
end of the tour so people can stay around 
and eat and drink in the saloon. Access to 
Interstate 15 at Jean NV is just 7 miles 
away by paved road. High clearance 
vehicle required, four wheel drive may or 
may not be needed.

Arizona Route 66
Saturday-Tuesday, April 13-16 

Leaders: Axel Heller & Bob Jacoby
Preliminary information: Travel 

across Arizona on alignments of Route 
66 to New Mexico border. Motel accom-
modations or RV campsite for evenings 
(RV can take 6 people per site/tent). 
Optional segment will continue into New 
Mexico if interested. This is the weekend 
BEFORE EASTER.

Please let Axel know if you are 
interested in motel accommodations

Axel Heller
PO Box 1989 PMB 405
Big Bear Lake Ca 92315-1989
626-487-5741
axel43@earthlink.net

East Mojave Heritage 
Trail – Kelso to Needles

Friday-Sunday May 3-5, 2019 
Leader: Nelson Miller

Meet at Kelso Depot Visitor Center 
(east end of the parking lot), 90942 Kelso 
Cima Rd, Kelso, CA 92309, Friday, May 
3 at 11:00 a.m. We will travel through or 
around the edges of the Providence 
Mountains, Piute Mountains, Old 
Woman Mountains, Turtle Mountains, 
Whipple Mountains, Chemuhuevi 
Mountains, and the Sacramento Moun-
tains, with two dry camps along the way. 
We will have potluck Happy Hour and 
dinner both nights. This will finish the 
end of EMHT #3, which we did not 
finish on the last trip and EMHT #4. 
Both books may be purchased either 
from Mojave River Valley Museum or 
Mojave Desert Heritage and Cultural 
Association (Goffs), https://www.mdhca.
org/. Please email Nelson Miller at 
Nemiller47@yahoo.com if you plan to 
attend, so I know how many vehicles to 
expect.

In the Planning Stages 
No details yet for these trips... Look 

for more info in the next newsletter or 
call the trip leader if you would like to be 
kept in the loop, help plan or assist in 
leading the trip. If you have an idea for a 
trip, sing out! This is what makes our 
group go! Check the meeting minutes 
for more trips being planned.
 • Tour of Death Valley  

Emmett Harder & Matt Jones
 • Butte Valley Area Emmett Harder. 

Death Valley
 • San Diego County area - Fred Raab, 

no dates yet
 • Back way to Panamint Valley on 

east side of Red Mountain (maybe) - 
Emmett Harder and company

 • WWII Bombing Targets - Nelson 
Miller and Steve Mersman, Hinkley 
Museum to Lucerne Valley
Leader contact information is also 

listed on the Trip Leader List on the last 
page of this newsletter.

mailto:axel43@earthlink.net
https://www.mdhca.org/
https://www.mdhca.org/
mailto:Nemiller47@yahoo.com


January Lost Location: Emigrant 
Pass on the Old Spanish Trail 
Highway. Here are the correct guessers 
for January: Leonard Friedman and 
Randy “One T” Mathews. 

Emigrant Pass
A route connecting Los Angeles and 

Santa Fe was finally established in 1829 
when Antonio Armijo, a Mexican 
merchant and trader, led 60 men and 100 
mules across the wide expanse of the 
Colorado Plateau and forged a route 
through the Mojave Desert on his way 
into Southern 
California. Over the 
next two decades, 
Mexican and 
American traders 
continued to develop 
variants of the route 
that Armijo pioneered, 
creating the multiple 
branches that make up 
the trail today. The 
trail’s routes allowed 
for a great amount of 
cultural interaction 
and amalgamation as 
peoples of different 
backgrounds took 
interest in the various 
possibilities the new 
route provided. 

Spanish presidios and missions had long 
been in the area, and the trail between 
them helped strengthen their influence 
among native peoples and travelers 
alike. The trail hosted hardy, adventurous 
families looking to move westward in 
search of wealth and fertile farmlands, 
and also allowed passage for military 
missions, American Indian guides, and 
traders, as well as outlaws and raiders 
looking for vulnerable, weary travelers.

The Old Spanish Trail’s main use, 
however, was as an extensive trade route 

between the markets of Los Angeles and 
Santa Fe. Sheep and high quality woolen 
goods such as serapes and blankets were 
traded for a surplus supply of horses and 
mules raised on California’s ranchos. 
These valued stock animals commanded 
premium prices in New Mexico and on 
the western frontier of the United States. 
Los Angeles, being a coastal city, also 
extended the North American markets 
across the Pacific Ocean, linking the 
continent’s interior to Asian trade for the 
first time. NPS ~ Bob P

Bob’s taken to his balloon again and 
was blown way off course. He scraped 
his basket on a peak somewhere. Can 
you tell him what the peak is so he can 
put-down near a hot springs that has bar 
service? Help him find out where he is 
on the map so he can put-down and call 
for Lyft. Send your guess for this 
month’s puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” in the 
subject. He will publish the names of 
winners along with a his hearty thanks 
and a new Lost puzzle for the month. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.” Bonus points for 
approximate GPS coordinates.

Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 
Emingrant Pass on the Old Spanish Trail

Lost: Where Am I?
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Antonio Armijo - Public Domain Image



The Arizona Peace Trail
I made my annual sojourn to 

Quartzite last week and found a major 
discovery: The Atlas and Guidebook to 
the Arizona Peace Trail (AZPT). I know 
that some of you are aware of this trail, 
but I have paid little attention to it until I 
found this book. It is for sale in many 
places in western Arizona and even 
though the charge is 
$40, it is more than 
worth it. 

The AZPT is a 
nearly 700 mile 
off-highway vehicle 
loop that traverses the 
western portion of 
Arizona. The trail 
extends from 
Bullhead City on the 
north to Yuma on the 
south. Along the way, 
the route is very 
scenic as it covers 
some of the most 
picturesque landscapes in the nation. 
This includes lots and lots of saguaro 
cactus as well as red rock landscapes, 
numerous washes, and some interesting 

and challenging mountain passes. The 
AZPT also passes through many cities 
and towns where services are available. 

The trail does include various levels 
of difficulty. This includes graded dirt 
roads, moderate sections, as well as 
difficult and challenging sections. The 
good news is that there are workarounds 
for the most difficult portions and the 
entire loop can be completed with 
“easy” and “moderate” sections. 
However, for those who like the 
challenging portions there is plenty of 
opportunity to utilize your driving skills. 

The concept for the 
AZPT was natured by 
a team with 
representatives from 
several Arizona 
off-road clubs. The 
group is identified as 
Arizona Peace Trail, 
Inc. This team had 
several meetings and 
eventually agreed 
upon a route that 
would utilize existing 
trails and dirt roads. 
The team worked with 
BLM and several 

counties and cities to ensure that they 
were on target with the designations of 
the trail. An example of this is that 
Mohave and Yuma counties are working 

to install AZPT signs along their 
portions of the trail.

The AZPT is divided up into five 
sections. The sections are as follows: 1) 
Havasu to Kingman (120 miles), 2) 
Kingman to Salome (165 miles),3) 
Salome to Yuma (155 miles), 4) Yuma to 
Quartzite (130 miles), 5) Quartzite to 
Havasu (100 miles). The trail can be 
started at any point along the trail and 
can be completed in a clockwise or 
counter clockwise direction. It can be 
done with DE style primitive camping or 
it is quite possible to stay in a motel 
every night.

The AZPT Atlas and Guidebook is 
indispensable when following the trail. It 
contains detailed maps of the entire trail 
with appropriate GPS readings as well as 
other navigation information. This 
information includes maps and descrip-
tion of bypasses, alternates, spurs and 
connection trails. There is also important 
information regarding points of interest 
and services available on the trail. 

A tremendous amount of work has 
been performed by AZPT Inc. The 
development of the trail and the related 
guidebook is a major achievement. Even 
at a cost of $40 the book is most worth-
while. I know that I will be using it in the 
not too distant future as we begin to plan 
one or more DE trips along the trail, 
starting as early as next Fall!   ~ Bob 

Chairman’s Corner 
by Bob Jacoby
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Be There!
The Desert Explorers 2019 Annual Rendezvous

will be held April 5-7, 2019 in Boulder City, Nevada
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Upcoming Olive Oatman Presentation
February 23, 2019

Debbie Miller-Marschke 
will be giving a costumed 
presentation on the life of  
Olive Oatman at the historic  
El Garces Train Depot in 
Needles, California on Satur-
day, February 23rd at 3:00 p.m. 
Debbie has researched the life 
of Olive Oatman extensively in 
preparation for this event and 
will appear in her own creation 
of one of Olive’s beautiful 
dresses, complete with hair 
styling and blue tattoo. 

Ironically, Olive was 
returned to Fort Yuma 163 
years ago on February 22, 
1856.

Steve Marschke will also do 
a presentation on the Mojave 
Road and the Military in full 
costume.

The El Garces Train Depot 
sits in the 900 block of Front 
Street and there is ample 
parking on the west side of the 
building.

 Sponsored by Needles 
Regional Museum, the event 
promises to be both informative 
and entertaining.

There is no admission, and 
hors d’oeuvres will be served.

Submitted by  
Cheryl Mangin-Dotson

Needles Regional Museum
760-326-4008

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvmuseum@gmail.com

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org
Open Every Day Except Major Holidays  

11am-4pm • Admission is always free
Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvmuseum@gmail.com


2019 Desert Explorers Rendezvous
Registration Form

Broadbent Park 1301 5th St. • Boulder City, Nevada 89005
April 5-7, 2019 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

All Names in Party

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

Fees The following fees will be charged: Amount Number Total

o Registration Fee (per vehicle) $10 x ____ = $_____________

o Saturday Night Dinner (per person) $19 x ____ = $_____________

 Black Canyon Boat Trip (Deadline has passed) 

     Grand Total $_____________ 

• Please note your menu choices and number of meals:

___ Pot Roast, green salad, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans prepared with mushrooms 
and onions and cornbread

___ Chili Relleno Casserole, green salad, beans, rice, and tortillas. (vegetarian)

Assorted desserts will be available. Feel free to contribute. BYOB (alcohol OK). Water will be 
provided. If you have specific dietary needs, you will need to bring your own food.  

 Make check payable to MRVM (Mojave River Valley Museum). Mail check and form to Bill 
Smith, 5712 N. Cosnino Rd., Flagstaff, AZ 86004 We must receive registration materials no later 
than March 31, 2019. There will be no refunds. 

• Friday Potluck utensils and plates will be provided. BYOB (alcohol OK)

• Also, remember to bring something for the Silent Auction. Contact Bob Jaussaud (usontheriver@
gmail.com or Steve Marschke (stevemarschke@gmail.com) if you have any other questions regarding 
the Silent Auction. 

• Questions? For any other questions about the Rondy contact Bob Jacoby (Jacoby.r@att.net),  
Jerry Dupree (gwdupree@aol.com) or Mignon Slentz (mignonslentz@gmail.com)

• Please note there are numerous motels within a mile or so of Broadbent Park.

• Camping There are several RV parks in Boulder City. The Canyon Trails RV Park (702)293-1200) 
charges $48 a night for under 37’ and $58 for over 37’ and 10% off for AAA, military or Good Sams. 
There is RV parking behind the Elks Club if you are a member and make a reservation. Boulder 
Beach Campground is 7.5 Miles away (12 minutes) and Las Vegas Bay Campground (16 mi.)- both 
by the lake in Lake Mead National Park. $25 entrance fee if you don’t have a pass. Campground fee 
is $20 or $10 with Senior/Park Pass. No Reservations.

• DE Special Rates Motel - Hoover Dam Best Western 704 Nevada Way, Boulder City, Nv. 89005. 
(702)826-4300 (1/2 mile from venue) Mention Desert Explorers. Price already includes 10% 
discount. Fri 04/05-$85.49, Sat-04/06, $85.49 Sun 04/07-$76.49 They have reserved a block of 20 
rooms until March 5. After that the price goes up 10% and no guarantees. Facility has an indoor pool 
and spa, fitness center and guest laundry. There is a bar/lounge where there is food available.
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Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Jerry Dupree Sidekick & Trip Coordinator 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quinta CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanh7056@gmail.com
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sunnyhansen292@gmail.com
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus, Emmett Editor 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist & Chairperson Emeritus 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-306.4464  vlanehill@aol.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Web Goddess / Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Prooferer & Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-633-4731  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Danny Siler Soon to have embarrasing nickname... P.O. Box 3866 Tustin CA 92781 714-639-6555 714-878-1259 danny@mathieuco.com  
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5712 N Cosnino Rd Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com

 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452
Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20 (Museum membership does not include Desert Explorers Newsletter)

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

Our newsletter subscription does not include Mojave River Valley Museum membership. To subscribe for one year  
to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5712 N Cosnino Rd., Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers Newsletter Subscription Form

11 Desert explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 273 febRuaRy 2019

Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
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