
 
 
   filled out and we literally had to sign 
our lives away - no kidding!

After listening to an interesting 
history of the mine and the area, we 
boarded a bus that looked right out of a 
Mad Max movie. The drive to the mine 
site was about 2 miles away . 

When the mine shut down years 
ago the entrance was dynamited shut. 
The entrance and exit are now accessed 
through two air shafts.

I won’t ruin it for those of you who 
might want to take the tour- but there is 
water, boats, bats and lots of artifacts. 
Requirements are a minimum of 16 
people, no children and a cost of $25  
per person.

If you haven’t been to Nelson  
lately there are lots of new additions - 
old vehicles, mines, buildings   
and artifacts.   ~ Mignon
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Motherlode  
Mine

Saturday, March 25
By Mignon Slentz

O    
n March 25, a group of 16 DE 
members, friends and neighbors 

got a private tour of the latest mine 
acquired by the Werly family at Nelson 
in El Dorado Canyon, Nevada.

We arrived at the complex at 9 a.m. 
and were each outfitted with a hard hat 
and flashlight. Documents had to be  

Castle Dome City

 
In This Issue

Motherlode Mine ............................1

Desert Explorers at Large .................... 3

Boy’s First Car ..................................... 4

Calendar of Upcoming Trips  ..........5

The Chairman’s Corner ...................6

Lost: Where am I? ...........................7

Leader List & Subscription Info .....8

www.desertexplorers.org

http://www.desertexplorers.org


2 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM  no. 253 june 2017

Group at Wyatt Earp home at Vidal

The 
Motherlode 

Mine
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Alan and Claudia Heller shared a meal with a postard-perfect 
backdrop at Monument Valley

And Jerry Dupree met some new friends in the desert

Lifetime 
Senior Pass

Here is a site info to get a senior pass 
for the National Park Service. Looks like 
it can be used for other agencies also

$10 for age 62 and above 
with a service charge.

GOOD for your LIFETIME 

https://store.usgs.gov/faq#Senior-Pass

Might be good info for us older 
Explorers (most of us?)  ~ Axel Heller

Welcome new and recently newish subscribers!
Jeff & Kathy Evans • Ken Hemkin • Mikkel Hansen • Matt Jones • Gary & Kathy Bowen • Stephen & Jennifer Mersman

And big thanks to all you re-subscribers! If you have updates or corrections to your  
subscriber information send them to Treasurer Bill Smith

Desert Explorers at Large

https://store.usgs.gov/faq#Senior-Pass
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When our son Paul was first 
born I was thrilled at the 
possibilities of teaching 

him fishing, hunting and about cars. 
When boys start middle school they 
begin building and collecting model 
cars, reading custom car magazines, 
and begin to “build” their dream car. 
Starting in high school boys think of 
cars and girls, and not always in that 
order. Our son showed an early interest 
in mechanical things and would pick up 
older bicycles and parts from his friends 
or from someone who was moving 
or cleaning their garage. He would 
assemble bicycles from assorted parts 
and had several types of bikes. He was 
given most of the parts for a mini bike 
and spent his money on tires, brakes, 
chains, a clutch and cans of spray paint. 
He sanded and painted and completed 
a mini bike with a lawn mower engine. 
He wasn’t allowed to ride it unless I was 
with him and we would go out in the 
desert on a deserted road so he could 
spend an hour or so riding his bike. 

I had thought of encouraging his 
mechanical aptitude and suggested he 
and I would re build a Chevy V8 engine 
and then decide what kind of car to put 
it in for his first car. He was 13 at the 
time and we bought a junked power 
pack 327 cubic inch engine and began to 
disassemble it, clean the parts, and have 
it machined to like new condition. We 
looked through auto parts magazines and 
chose parts to install. We bought racing 
pistons and a Corvette cam shaft from 
a dealer in Arizona because they were 
unavailable in California. The Chevy 
engine project was done in stages as 
time and money allowed. 

I had always owned a fun car 
for hunting and driving around the 

mountains and desert. I bought a Toyota 
FJ-40 Landcruiser that was heavy duty 
and would go anywhere off road. The 
problem with it was difficult steering 
and lack of highway speed. My son and 
I would go out in the desert so he could 
actually drive the vehicle and those 
were his driving lessons. As his 16th 
birthday was approaching in about two 
years we began to seriously consider 
the V8 engine swap. We had the valves 
ground, crank shaft polished, and all 
new engine parts. We disassembled the 
Landcruiser, cleaned and painted it, and 
bought an adapter kit to fit a Chevy V8 
into the Toyota. In addition we bought 
an adapter kit for power steering and 
an air conditioner. We also bought a 
tow bar and roll cage. We did all of the 
operations except the welding, which 
was done by a friend of ours in trade for 
items I had that he could use. We also 
had help with the electrical equipment. 
It took eleven weeks to begin driving 
it, and about another month to solve 
some problems like over heating, the 
right fan, and other glitches we had not 
foreseen. We were able to ask other 
Landcruiser owners about how to correct 
some situations and finally we had a 
dependable and powerful street worthy 
vehicle.

We continued our off road driving 
lessons and went deer and bird hunting. 
As his 16th birthday was approaching, 
Paul signed up for drivers ed at school. 
There was such a demand for it that they 
would only accept students over the age 
of 16, which was a shock followed by 
inconsolable despair. Paul had a Plan B 
that I didn’t learn about for quite some 
time. He had a friend at school who 
was an office monitor with access to 
the drivers ed eligibility list. By some 
“supernatural power”, his birthday was 
changed which substantially advanced 
his place in line. Paul qualified for a 
driver’s license on his first try and he 
was qualified to solo in his Landcruiser. 
He drove it to school the following 
morning and half of the kids in his 
school were in the parking lot admiring 

his hot rod Toyota with a chrome engine, 
four barrel, four speed, dual exhaust 
fire breathing monster. He got a lot of 
“speed secrets” and “expert” ideas for 
accessories and equipment from his 
peers. The next best thing would have 
been a space ship, which was why we 
began to refer to his Landcruiser as the 
“UFO” and we could hear it coming 
from a block away. 

He was a careful and safe driver and 
never got a single ticket or accident. 
He drove it to school, work, and on 
weekends. 

One day I was home when he got 
home from school. He came in the house 
with his books and back pack and a 
VHS tape cartridge. I was concerned 
about what may have been on the tape 
and asked him, to which he replied 
“Oh nothing.” I asked to see what his 
“Oh nothing” was, thinking it may be 
X rated. As it turned out, the kids at his 
school had a big day of sand drags as 
many kids in the desert drive Broncos, 
Blazers, Jeeps, and 4WD trucks. He had 
a video of the sand drags with each pair 
of vehicles staged for eliminations. The 
Landcruiser was very powerful and once 
the clutch was released it would launch 
and temporarily leave the ground a few 
inches within ten feet of the starting 
line. He fully understood what could 
have happened if he lost control or broke 
some component and was satisfied with 
its potential. 

As much as he enjoyed his UFO, 
the gas mileage was not very good and 
he wanted something less expensive to 
get him back and forth to school and 
his job at Von’s. That is another chapter 
about his replacement car. Paul bought 
a Toyota Four Runner with all of the 
gee gaws while he was in high school. 
A friend and team mate was getting a 
new Bronco with a 460 for his birthday, 
which they didn’t sell in California and 
it came from Colorado. He sold Paul his 
Four Runner with chrome wheels, big 
tires, tube bumpers, and a super sound 
system. It seems his family was very 
wealthy.   ~ Jerry

Boy’s First Car
by Jerry Dupree



Dale Mining 
District

Friday-Sunday June 2-4, 2017
Leader: Nelson Miller • CB 13

Exploration of the Dale Mining Dis-
trict, east of 29 Palms. We will visit the 
town sites of Old Dale and New Dale, a 
couple of mill sites, and possibly a dozen 
different mines, most of which also had 
mill sites associated with them. There ap-
pear to be large structures still standing at 
several of these sites. Most of the mining 
in the Dale District occurred from 1883 
into the 1920’s. Mines of the High Desert, 
by Ronald Dean Miller, describes the 
mines, people and history of this mining 
district. It is available at the Mojave River 
Valley Museum in Barstow, or online 
through Amazon. This book is dedicated 
to Fred Vaile who was known as the last 
of the old-time burro prospectors. Coinci-
dently, Fred Vaile graduated from Pomo-
na College, as did both Bill Mann and I, 
albeit decades apart. 

Vehicles with high clearance and 
low-range, 4-wheel drive are required for 
this trip. Meet in the parking lot behind 
the 29 Palms Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitor Center at 73484 Twentynine 
Palms Highway (Highway 62) at 1:30 
p.m. on Friday. Enter the parking lot from 
Desert Queen Avenue, next to the Arco 
Station. This is five blocks west of Adobe 
Road, which is the main entry road for 
the Marine Corps Base. 

Please e-mail me at NEMiller47@
yahoo.com, if you think you are 

coming, so I have an idea of how many 
vehicles. Please contact Nelson Miller 
for directions, if you are interested in 
joining us at the campsite Friday night, 
or Saturday morning. Everyone will be 
responsible for their own meals, but bring 
things to share for “Happy Hour” both 
evenings.

Santa Ana 
Mountains Tour

Saturday, June 10, 2017
Leader: Bob Jacoby

CB 13 
Due to the December to March 

rains, the Cleveland National Forest 
folks temporarily closed the Santiago 
Peak Trail. Bob postponed the trip 
until June 10.

Who says there is no off roading 
in Orange County? Join us for an 
interesting and scenic ridgetop trip 
across the Santa Ana Mountains. We 
will follow the Main Divide Road from 
above Lake Elsinore to Santiago Peak.  

We will then briefly retrace our steps to 
exit the mountains on the spectacular 
Indian Truck Trail.

We are tentatively planning a 
museum stop and a group dinner once  
we get back to the flat lands. This should 
be a very fun day filled with scenery and 
some interesting, moderately difficult 
roads. In fact, most of the trip will be 
easy but there are several very steep 
places where significant erosion has 
occurred. As a result, high clearance and 

four wheel drive will be required. 
An Adventure Pass will also be 

required to go on the trip. This is an 
absolute requirement of the Cleveland 
National Forest.

Email Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.
net if you plan to go on this fun one day 
trip. Specific instructions regarding the 
meeting place will be provided. Thanks.

White Mountains 
Traverse & Log 

Cabin Mine
Saturday July 21-23, 2017
Leader: Ron Lipari • CB 13 
White Mountain Traverse We will 

meet at Big Pine on Friday morning July 
21 at 9:30 a.m. at the Country Kitchen. 
From there we will head up to the 
White Mountains via Wyman Canyon. 
A stop will be made at the Bristle Cone 
Pine Visitors Center before camping at 
Cottonwood Creek for a pot luck. 

Log Cabin Mine Saturday we will 
head down Silver Canyon (serious 4x4 
trail - high clearance vehicles only), to 
Laws museum for a short stop. From 
there we will head to Lee Vining (stop 
for lunch at the Whoa Nelly Deli if time 
permits) and then up to the Log Cabin 
mine camping near the trailhead. Sunday 
we will hike to the mine (approximately 
3 miles round trip with lots to see), and 
then head home Sunday. 

No pets on this trip. Thanks, Ron 
Lipari 805-444-5284 ronaldlipari@
gmail.com
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Calendar of Upcoming Trips & Events

Desert Explorers July Business Meeting
Saturday, July 8th

11:00 a.m. • Potluck lunch • Ding & Allan Wicker’s Home



I
     
n just about two weeks I will be 
leaving on The Great Northern 
Auto Tour. This trip is conducted by 

the Lincoln Highway Association (LHA) 
and will follow the old original 
alignments of the Jefferson Highway 
starting in Dennison, Iowa and ending in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada. The tour 
route includes about 100 miles of gravel 
and dirt roads in northern Minnesota and 
southern Manitoba. What makes the trip 
extra special are prescheduled stops at 
museums, historical spots and other 
points of interest. At some of these 
points local historians will be present to 
interpret what we have seen each day. 
This tour is being held in conjunction 
with the LHA convention and I will also 
have an opportunity to explore a 
substantial portion of the Lincoln 
Highway. These tours which are held 
annually focus on a different highway 
each year and offer a unique opportunity 
if you are interested in the old roadways. 

Although I will be gone for most of 
the month of June, there will be a lot of 
activity coming up this summer in the 
Desert Explorers. First of all, although 
it is not set in stone, we likely will have 
next years’ Rondy in Ridgecrest. This 
will bring us back to the high desert 
and offers a lot of positives as a Rondy 
location. The facilities appear to be 
excellent and the opportunities for trips 
are numerous. The Panamint Range is 
nearby as well as the Trona Pinnacles 
and a myriad of interesting roads 
throughout the area. This is not  

 
to mention outstanding scenery. Jerry 
Dupree has already started the planning  
process and Jerry and I will be heading 
to Ridgecrest in July to hopefully 
finalize things. I believe this could be an 
outstanding Rondy location. 

We also have some other 
positive developments as far as the 
club is concerned. Bill Smith has 
done a fantastic job in taking over 
the Treasurer function. Bill has 
streamlined the process of accounting 
for new subscriptions as well as 
the renewal process. In addition, he 
has communicated closely with the 
Museum regarding reconciling the DE 
subscriber list with that of the Museum. 
Membership list. We how have the 
capability to identify which newsletter 
subscribers are MRVM members and 
which are not. This is important because 
the policy is that only MRVM members 
can go on our trips. Bill can update the 
group on all of this outstanding work, at 
the next DE meeting on July 8.

Another positive development for the 
club is that Bill Powell will be providing 
newsletter backup to Jay Lawrence. Bill 
and Jay have been communicating with 
the first step being having Bill produce a 
small portion of an upcoming newsletter. 
The goal is to provide full newsletter 
backup, if the situation presents itself. 
This is a very positive development for 
the club and helps ensure newsletter 
continuity. 

Another piece of positive news is that 
we have at least three trips coming  

 
up this summer. I will be leading the 
long awaited Santa Ana Mountains trip 
on June 10th. On this coming Saturday, 
June 3, we will have Nelson Miller’s  
very interesting trip to the Dale Mining 
District. Finally, Ron Lipari will be 
leading a trip to the White Mountains 
and environs on July 21 through July 
23. No summer is complete without 
a sojourn to the White Mountains. It 
would also be great to have a trip for 
August. We could either do the San 
Bernardino Mountains or, possibly 
the Santa Barbara area. If anybody 
is interested in leading a trip, please 
contact me. I can provide a number of 
ideas for these and other areas.

Finally, I would like to put in a word 
for the upcoming Old Spanish Trail 
Convention in Barstow from October 
5-8. This event is very attractive to 
DE members and should make for a 
very interesting and educational four 
days. Nelson Miller is one of the key 
organizers of the event and will be 
presenting a very interesting talk on the 
precise alignment of the Old Spanish 
Trail, which went right through the 
Barstow area. The Convention will 
include field trips and very informative 
talks. This should not be missed.

Because of my upcoming travels, 
there will not be a President’s Corner 
in the July newsletter, but we will I will 
get my act together for August. I hope 
everybody has a great summer!

    ~ Bob

The Chairman’s Corner
Bob Jacoby
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270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 
Admission is always free

Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

mailto:mrvm@verizon.net


May’s Mystery Spot: Only one correct 
guesser this month so all the credit (and 
a free gallon of gas) goes to Randy 
Matthews at the Essex gas station.

“Essex dates back to 1883, like most 
of the almost forgotten traveler’s rests 
and small communities that dot the 
Mojave desert along Route 66. Lewis 
Kingman, a locating engineer for the 
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, named 
the water stops along the railroad route. 
He must have been a fan of alphabetical 
things, or maybe was directed to name 
the water stops in such a manner. So 

we have Amboy, Bristol, Cadiz, Danby, 
Essex, Fenner, Goffs, Homer, Ibis, Java, 
Khartoum and so on. During the early 
years of the small railroad stop, the 
primary purpose was to supply the steam 
engines with water.

Essex remained a small station for 
many years, but with the construction of 
a new highway linking New York with 
Los Angeles that generally followed the 
railroad right of way, the small sidings 
and way stations along the route began 
to prosper and grow. Such was the case 
with Essex.

When Route 66 was created, it 
incorporated much of the old highway 
and improved it from a sandy, unpaved 
road prone to washouts from even 
small storms, into a wider, paved 
highway. Route 66 underwent many 
transformations and realignments over 
the years, and luckily for Essex, the road 
went right through the small settlement”. 
Picture and copy: www.cali49.com

We need more good guessers  
so I put in an easy one for June so  
let’s get out there and figure out  
where I’m lost!!     — Bob P

Yes, it’s true. Bob is lost again. 
Apparently when he is found he doesn’t 
stay found long. Send your guess for this 
month’s puzzle to Bob at bopeltzman@
gmail.com with the word “lost” in the 
subject and he will publish the names of 
people who correctly guess the location 
along with a new Lost puzzle to publish 
in the next newsletter. 

Your answer should let him know 
what area he is in, such as “The southern 
part of Death Valley near the Devil’s 
Golf Course.”
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Lost: Where am I?

Last month’s Lost: Where Am I ? 

http://www.cali49.com


 IMPORTANT! Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Bill Smith, 5851 Shirl St., Cypress, CA 90630

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 

Jerry Dupree Inspector Gadget 748430 Cameo Dunes Place La Quintea CA 92253 760-564-3145  gwdupree@aol.com 

David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 

Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  jeanandsunny@gmail.com

Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 

Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com

Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544   951-927-6476  vlanehill@aol.com 

Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 

Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net

Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446  760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 

Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 

Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com

Jay Lawrence Newsletter & Quicksand Guy, Secretary 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814   562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari Tutti a tavola a mangiare! 1990 Falon Court Thousand Oaks CA 91362 805-379-9713  ronaldlipari@gmail.com 

Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 

Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net

Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 

Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com

Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 

Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 

Bill Powell That Oregon Guy 815 SE Atwood Ave Corvallis OR 97333 541-754-1580 541-908-0826 12211102@gmail.com

Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com

Jean Roode Newsletter Editor Emeritus 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com

Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com

Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com

Bill Smith Treasurer “Moneybags” 5851 Shirl Street Cypress CA 90630 928-853-8146 928-853-8146  misterbillsmith@gmail.com

Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  awkr897@gmail.com
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