
A recent 
trip to the 
Shoshone 

Area
By Anne Stoll

W    
ith the upcoming DE Rondy 
to be held April 1 – April 3, 

2016 in Shoshone, CA, I thought DEers 
might like a short 
report on doings in 
the general area, as 
we are just back from 
a December visit out 
there.

Driving through 
Baker before our 
turn to the north, 
we noticed the town 
has made a distinct 
shift to the east. Yes, 
The Mad Greek is 
still bustling at the 
intersection of Main 
Drag Baker and 
Highway 127, but 
to think of Baker permanently without 
the Bun Boy is still a shock. Thank 
goodness, I guess, for Dennys. The Alien 
Beef Jerky place had plenty of cars 
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  parked in front and the big  
    thermometer was working – that’s  
the good news. 

We took the road through the “town” 
of Tecopa on our way in to Delight’s 
(Tecopa Hot Springs), checking for 
water in the Amargosa where the road 
crosses the dip. Yes indeed, there was 
plenty of the wet stuff. We found out 
later there had been a brief but violent 
flash flood through the area a few days 
before. Seems it had rained hard away 
to the north (but not in Tecopa) and two 
days later, a big plug of water flushed 
through the Amargosa drainage and 
nearly took out the road at the dip, 
but not quite, thankfully. The Tecopa 
microbrewery seems to be a going 
enterprise – maybe.

 We stayed for two nights in Cabin 
3 at Delight’s Hot Spa in Tecopa Hot 

Springs (760 852-4343). As always the 
hot water was wonderfully therapeutic 
and the baths seemed very clean, walls 
freshly painted, no smell of chlorine. 



Many people now use the baths as 
day-trippers, frequently coming from 
Pahrump or 
Vegas, for 
$10 a bath. 
It’s great 
to have 
unlimited 
access to 
the four 
private 
baths when 
you stay on 
site in one 
of Delight’s 
cabins or 
rooms, but 
access must 
be weighed 
against 
the high 
cost of the 

accommodations. 
The good news 
here is onsite 
massage is now 
available by 
appointment 
and a new café, 
Delight’s Death 
Valley Internet 
Café, has recently 
opened at the windmill intersection 
where you turn. Took them nine years to 
finish renovations and open for business. 
They fix a good breakfast and are the 

most reliable internet for miles. 
Didn’t make it to Death Valley 

Junction on this 

trip but saw 
a poster in 
the café for a 
performance 

to be held at the Amargosa Opera 
House by an apparent protégé of Marta 
Becket’s. Wish I’d written down her 
name – sure a good look-alike for the 

Grand Dame herself, who by the way 
is still going strong at age 91. We hear 
a new group, the Tonopah & Tidewater 

Historical Society, 
Inc. (www.TandTrr.
org 775-751-4608) run 
by John and Dorothy 
Slikker (who give a 
Pahrump residence 
address) has set up 
shop in Death Valley 

Junction and have 
opened a model T & 
T railroad museum. 
Maybe worth a stop 
during the Rondy? 

In Shoshone 
we tried to visit the 
Shoshone Museum 
but it was Tuesday 
and it was closed – 
oops! Lots of nice 

jewelry, 
new books 
and locally-
made 
products 
available in 
the Charles 
Brown 
General 
Store and 
gas station 

– they also carry 
supplies if you’ve 

forgotten something. The office of the 
Shoshone Inn appears to be undergoing 
renovation (760 852-4335). Alas, the 
little continental café on the south end 
of town is permanently closed – another 
ephemeral desert flower gone – beautiful 
while it lasted. 

Highlight of our visit was the hike 
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Acme Siding

China Ranch Gift Shop

Flash flood area Amargosa Canyon

Hiking the berm

Pretty color in Amargosa Canyon

Rhyolite, Amargosa Canyon

Stone Saloon

Water in  
Amargosa Canyon

Stone Saloon



A bunch of Desert Explorers and 
friends once again shared turkey with all 
the trimmings at the “bunkhouse” on the 
Colorado River this 2015 Thanksgiving 
season. During the holiday festivities, 
some of us were lucky enough to enjoy 
a visit to historic Carty’s Camp in 
Needles, CA on Old National Trails 
(later Route 66). We were guests of the 
owner and former occupant, Alice Armes 
Hall. Our visit was arranged 
by Cheryl Mangin-Dotson and 
Rich Dotson of the Needles 
Museum. Cheryl had researched 
Carty’s Camp and shared with 
us her collection of historic 
photos and a chronological 
history she had compiled of 
the camp.This helped bring the 
place to life for us.

Carty’s Camp was established in 
March of 1923 by William Carty and 
Dick Mansker. Carty bought Mansker 
out a few years later. The Needles local 
newspaper, the “Needles Nugget”, 
reported in their July 23, 1926 article 
“Bill Carty’s Big Camp Service City” 
that the ‘Nugget Man’ had recently 
visited Carty’s Camp. He reported that 
“Mr. Carty is alive to the situation and 
enterprises showing results. He has a 
dandy camp with all the facilities of the 
larger places. Cabins, shade, store well 
stocked with groceries and other goods, 
oil station, auto accessories, and an up-to-

date lunch room, with 5 ton ice storage.”
When Carty’s Camp was sold to 

Howard Carmody in February, 1940, 
it included a Shell Service Station and 
28 cabins. 
Carmody 
changed the 
station to a 
Standard Oil 
Station and 

renamed the accommodations Havasu 
Court. When Carmody left in 1943 to 
serve as a captain in the US Army, he 
turned the operation of Havasu Court 
over to his wife and the service station 
management over to S. H. Stewart.  
A few years later, Carmody sold out to 
Ada and Edward Armes, Alice’s aunt 
and uncle.

Alice’s family moved to Needles in 
1947 to help run Carty’s Camp. They 
lived in 1/2 of a duplex constructed onto 
the back of the service station. Alice 

married Richard Hall in 
1968 and they ran the 
operation until 1971 when 
a new Chevron Station a 
few blocks away ruined 
their business.

It had been a long time 
since anyone had been 
through Alice’s former 

home, the service station duplex where 
she had spent many happy years. As 
Alice guided us through the dusty and 
dilapidated rooms, there were tears 
in her eyes. Even though, she was an 
excellent guide and story teller. Her 
reminiscences brought everything back 
to life for a few moments and we were 
able to experience a bit of what it was 
like to live there during the heyday of 
Route 66. Our explorations around the 
property included (but were not limited 
to) the old service station with the 
attached duplex, some original cabins, 
the garages, and the 1930’s motel 
complex. There were so many wonderful 
things to see. Many thanks to Alice, 
Cheryl and Rich from the lucky Desert 
Explorers including Bob, Sue, Mignon, 
Vicki, Dave, Debbi, Steve and Chris 
Ervin (friend and MDHCA Archivist).

– Bob Jaussaud

up through the Amargosa River Canyon 
– highly recommended as one of the 
prettiest hikes anywhere. It had been 
years since we’d attempted it but this 
time, we had a second car to leave at 
the far end and the logistics worked 
perfectly. The trail is well-marked and 
as it mostly runs along the old railroad 
berm, it’s almost level for the whole 
distance from China Ranch to Tecopa 
– just over six miles total. The first leg 
leaves from the China Ranch Gift Shop 
(760 852-4415) and follows the railroad 
grade past the historic stone saloon 

(circa 1903) to the intersection with the 
Amargosa River. At this beautiful wide 
spot in the canyon you see the remains 
of Acme Siding, an ore loading site 
and stop on the Tonopah and Tidewater 
Railroad from 1905 to 1938. Either 
turn back at this this point for the short 
hike, or head north and follow the trail 
along the east side of the river up past 
spectacular colored cliffs, springs and 
seeps, lush vegetation, and stark mud 
hills into Tecopa. You emerge near the 
church and post office. 

When you go back to pick up the car 
you left at China Ranch, be sure to treat 
yourself to a fresh date shake at the Gift 
Shop. Tragically, we lost Bonnie Brown 
this past November from cancer and 
things may change there in the future. 
We honor her memory with sincere 
reverence for the remarkable oasis she 
and Brian have created in the desert at 
China Ranch. Long may their date palms 
bloom.

.  Anne Stoll
Photos: Anne & George Stoll
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Carty’s Camp DE Visit • Thanksgiving 2016
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A familiar sight to us Desert Rats,

Recycling our creativity with left-
over parts, and this & that.

This ‘trifecta’ of curiosities grace 
the same, well-traveled route,

If you find them who knows - you 
may end up with ‘new’ boots !  

I think most can guess where this is :) 
Hope to see you on a trip soon.

– Julie Smith

Only in the Desert! LOL Rondy Update
Mark your calendar!

The 2016 Desert Explorers 
Rendezvous will be held April 1 
through April 3 in Shoshone near 
Death Valley. There will be the usual 
inbound trips, including a tour of 
portions of the Old Spanish Trail. 

On Friday evening we will have 
a potluck and establish the Silent 
Auction. Saturday will offer a 
choice of several different trips and 
on Saturday evening there will be 
a dinner catered by the Crowbar 
Café. In addition, we will have an 
after dinner speaker, Susan Sorrells, 
who will talk about the history of 
Shoshone. 

Finally, on Sunday there will be 
outbound trips, including more of 
the Old Spanish Trail. More specific 
information will be available in 
an upcoming email in December 
along with the registration form. 
The registration form will also be 
in the January newsletter. However, 
it would be wise to mark your 
calendars now. 

We anticipate a great time!

Please send your 
stories, trip write 
reports, photos, 
jokes, news and 

complaints to 
Jay Lawrence at 
solariscomm@
earthlink.net 

February issue 
deadline is  
January 27
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Bill Neill’s 12/5/15 Castaic Lake to Edwards AFB Trip
1 Group photo overlooking Castaic Lake, part 
of the California Aqueduct that holds water from 
northern California transported via Pyramid Lake 
south of Gorman. Our group of 15 included Bill & 
Gwenn Neill, Malcolm Roode, Bob Jacoby, Chris 
Parker, Jerry & Dolly Dupree, Bob Peltzman, Pete 
Scifres, Leonard & Rebecca Friedman, Ron Lipari, 
Mike Volmert, Neal & Marian Johns.
2 After departing Castaic Lake, our caravan of 8 
vehicles crossed the San Gabriel Mountains via 
Lake Hughes Road.
3 The canyon with cottonwood trees showing fall 
color is named Lake Canyon or Elizabeth Lake 
Canyon because it drains that area.
4 From the highway, we walked down a truck trail 
to view recent erosion of the stream channel from 
torrential rain and massive flooding of Oct. 15, that 
closed most County roads for days or weeks.
5 Lunch stop at Forest Service picnic area next to 
Elizabeth Lake.
6 After lunch, we drove up Portal Ridge behind 
our vehicles, for views of Antelope Valley and San 
Andreas Fault Zone.
7 Halfway up Portal Ridge, we stopped for view of 
Elizabeth Lake in San Andreas Fault Zone.  We’re 
standing on North American tectonic plate, and 
foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains across the 
valley are on Pacific plate.
8 From summit of Portal Ridge, another view of 
Elizabeth Lake and San Andreas Fault Zone.  The 
fault extends southeast toward a notch left of the 
high San Gabriel Mountains in the far distance.
9 Gate from Sierra Highway to Piute Ponds at 
southwest corner of Edwards Air Force Base.  Our 
group was escorted through the gate by the base’s 
environmental manager.
10 Piute Ponds is a natural desert wetland 
augmented by treated effluent from a nearby 
sewage treatment plant.
11 Our group walked around one of the ponds to 
view the abundant waterfowl.
12 During winter months, the ponds are open twice 
a week for hunting and much of the environmental 
work is funded by Ducks Unlimited.
13 Shortly before sunset, we stopped at the base’s 
west gate to view an exhibit of military aircraft.
14 The YC-15 was a prototype cargo transporter 
for short runways, tested at Edwards.
15 The Lockheed F-104 Starfighter held speed and 
altitude records during the late 1950’s.
16 Our final stop was Sal’s Mexican Restaurant 
on Sierra Highway in Rosamond.  Because 
Neal Johns could show his military ID paper, 
the restaurant generously gave our entire party 
a 10% discount, which certainly was worth the 
aggravation caused by Neal’s commentary during 
the trip! 

Photos 1 Jerry Dupree, Photos 2-16 Bill Neill 

1

3 

5

7 

9 

11

15 

2 

4 

6

8 

12 

14 

14 15 

16 Bill Neill



6 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM no. 237 januaRy 2016

Photos: 
Jerry Dupree

Photos: Leonard Friedman

Edwards AFB at sunset

Fighter jet display

Side entrance to Edwards AFB

Fighter jet display
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Photos: Mal Roode

Beautiful bird at Paiute Ponds

Marsh Hawk at Paiute Pnonds

Ducks achieving liftoff from Paiute Ponds

Some of group at Paiute Ponds Monument

Four decoys and two live ones

Sunset at Edwards AFB Century Circle

Marsh Hawk at Paiute Pnonds
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Nelson Miller’s Cow Cove & Shaman’s Eye Trip

Photos: Julie Smith • 12/19/15
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Photos: Mal & Jean Roode
Where we were headed

Nelson in the water tank root cellar

Cow Cove
petroglyphs

Group at the tank



Desert Explorers Christmas Party 2015
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Photo: Google Earth

Last Month’s Puzzle Once again, 
there were only two correct guessers for 
November: Leonard Friedman (again!) 
and Lost veteran Alan Schoenherr. 

These guys would be handy to have 
when nothing around looks familiar... 
The answer: the Boron Mine near the 
town of Boron, CA.

A large borax deposit was discovered 
in 1925, and the mining town of Boron 

was established soon thereafter. This 
borax deposit is now the world’s largest 
borax mine, which is owned by Rio 
Tinto Minerals (formerly U.S. Borax). 
This is operated as an open-pit mine, 
which is the largest open-pit mine in 
California. This mine supplies nearly 
half of the world’s supply of refined 
borates. Rio Tinto Minerals is Boron’s 
primary employer, employing over 800 
people. – from Wikipedia

Here’s the map/picture for January. 
I’m giving extra points for naming the 
feature being pointed out by the arrow in 
the accompanying picture.

As you may have guessed, Bob 
Peltzman is lost again (!) and wants 
to know where he is. Our compadre 

“Where am I?” Bob went right 
when everyone else went left, and is 
completely lost. Send your guess as to 
where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@
aol.com (with the word “lost” in the 
subject), and he will send me the names 
of people who correctly guess the 
location along with a different lost map 
to publish in another newsletter. 

Your answer to Bob should let him 
know what area he is in such as “The 
southern part of Death Valley near the 
Devil’s Golf Course.”

Here’s the map/picture for January. 
I’m giving extra points for naming the 
feature being pointed out by the arrow 
in the accompanying picture. -

Bob P

Where Am I?

Please send your stories, trip reports, photos, bad jokes, news and rants to temporary 
guest editor Jay Lawrence at solariscomm@earthlink.net February issue deadline is January 27



upcoming Trips

Cady Mountains, 
Desert Megaphone, 
T&T RR, Broadwell 

Dry Lake
Saturday, January 23, 2016 

Leader: Nelson Miller • CB:13
We will meet at the Barstow Mojave 

River Valley Museum at 9:00 a.m. 
on Saturday and take National Trails 
Highway (Route 66) to Hector Mine 
Road. We will proceed through a hidden 
valley in the Cady Mountains out to 
the Desert Megaphone (Bill Mann, 
Vol., page 43), and then parallel the old 
T&T railroad bed through Broadwell 
Dry Lake to Ludlow. E-mail me at 
nemiller47@yahoo.com with any 
questions. 

Rodman Mountains 
Exploration

Saturday, February 20, 2016 
Leader: Nelson Miller • CB:13

We will meet at the Barstow Mojave 
River Valley Museum at 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturday and proceed to Newberry 
Springs, where we will head south into 
the Rodman Mountains.

 We will explore the Grand Canyon 
of the Rodman Mountains (Bill Mann, 
Vol. 1, page 63), Kane Springs (another 
arrastra as well), Rodman Mountain 
Petroglyphs (Bill Mann, Vol. 1, page 
59), and Silver Bell and Silver Cliffs 
Mines. Depending on the weather, we 
may have a nice display of wildflowers. 
E-mail me at nemiller47@yahoo.com 
with any questions.

Red Rock Canyon East
March 19 & 20, 2016 

Leader: Jay Lawrence • CB:13
We’ll be exploring the back country 

near Red Rocks Canyon, including 
the incredible Red Rocks geological 

formations, Old Dutch Cleanser Mine, 
Burro Schmidt’s Tunnel, Last Chance 
Canyon and Mesquite Canyon. Dry 
camp Saturday night with potluck 
dinner. If you would like to join us email 
Jay at solariscomm@earthlink.net

Tejon Ranch Tour
NEW DATE!

Saturday, March 26, 2016 
Leader: Bob Jacoby • CB:13
We will be returning to the Tejon 

Ranch Property to tour the unique Tejon 
Hills area. Very little of this route, which 
is largely in the San Joaquin Valley, was 
covered during our Tejon Ranch trips 
last May and June. We will be led by 
Tejon Conservancy docent, Scot Pipkin, 
who will guide us through what should 
be an incredible wildflower scene along 
with many other rare plants which could 
be in bloom at that time. 

We will meet on Saturday morning, 
March 19, at the Conservancy 
headquarters in the Frazier Park area and 
the tour will last the entire day. The dirt 
roads will be moderately difficult with 
the potential for mud and significant 
erosion. Therefore, high clearance and 
four wheel will be a necessity. 

The tour will be restricted to seven 
cars at the request of the Conservancy. 
It would be, therefore, a good idea 
to reserve a spot early. We will be 
providing more information as the time 
gets closer. If you are interested contact 
Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.net

California to 
Washington Trip

July 2 – 9, 2016
Leader: Bill Powell • CB:13
Let’s head North for a week-long 

trip on the Oregon Back Country Route 
#5. This route will take us from the 
California/Oregon border on US 395 to 
Walla Walla, WA over a 750 mile (nearly 

all dirt) route that will see us traversing 
mountain and desert terrain on mostly 
Forest Service roads. There will be food 
and gas available on or near the route 
every one hundred miles or so. Expect to 
camp out every night, so bring all your 
gear for that.

Our journey will start at a breakfast 
rendezvous in Lakeview, OR on 
Saturday, July 2nd. We will then convoy 
South on US 395 to just across the State 
line where we will turn left onto County 
Road 2 and begin the route. We will 
loop back through Lakeview and then 
head north toward Summer Lake where 
the 1843 John C. Fremont expedition 
wintered over.

From there we will be entering 
high desert and will make our way to 
Christmas Valley and a side trip to Crack 
in the Ground, a three mile long fissure 
which can be explored on foot. From 
there we will continue across desert to 
US 20. There will be a slight jog on the 
highway and then back to dirt. We will 
then start gaining altitude and get back 
into forested lands.

Next we will travel East back across 
US 395 at Seneca, OR and then proceed 
Northwest toward Unity, OR. From 
there we will head North to Sumner, 
OR where we will have an opportunity 
to explore a gold dredge. The following 
stop will be the town of Granite where 
there is an historic power house.

Crossing I-84, we will continue North 
through the Blue Mountains and finally 
cross the Washington border and finish 
in Walla Walla.

It is not necessary to travel the whole 
route. There will be daily opportunities 
to leave and head back home. 

I have not had an opportunity to scout 
this route, but it is pretty well mapped 
courtesy of the Oregon Off Highway 
Vehicle Association. Their web site is: 
http://www.oohva.org

If you wish, you can purchase the 
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Avery valuable source of ideas 
and itineraries for trips are 
the various print 4x4 and 

backcountry guidebooks that are 
available. These can come both as a 
continuing series of books as well as 
individual, standalone publications. I 
believe most everyone is aware of the 
publications and many have actually 
used them. The following is a summary 
description of these books and, in some 
cases, some thoughts on their usefulness. 

Probably the series that is most 
familiar to everyone is Track and Trail 
Publications. In total there are eleven 
different books broken down by region. 
The books are all written by Rodger 
Mitchell and his wife Loris. Their books 
have focused on California and some 
of Nevada including four volumes on 
the Sierras, two volumes on Southern 
California, one volume each on Inyo/
Mono County, two volumes on Nevada 
(Southern and Southwestern) and an 
excellent book on the Sierra Vista 
Nation Scenic Byway. Mitchell’s books 
provide a unique balance of history, 
geology and overall descriptions of the 
roads being featured. They also rate the 
degree of difficulty for each trail. The 
one negative issue is that the narrative 
for course following is interspersed with 
the history and geology information so 
that it is not always easy to focus on 
following the prescribed route. Also, the 
books are not spiral bound. This makes it 
more difficult to follow along if you are 
on the trail. Finally, many of the books 
were written ten years or more ago and 
some of the information needs updating. 
Nevertheless, if you want an enjoyable 
experience reading an off road guidebook, 
this is the way to go. The website is 
trackandtrailpublications.com.

Another very interesting and useful 
series of books are from Adler Publishing 
(Adlerpublishing.com). The authors are 
Jeanne Wilson and Peter Massey. They 
have written Backcountry Adventure 
Guides describing a very large number of 
trails for Southern California,  Northern 
California, Utah, Arizona and parts of 
Nevada. In addition to route instructions 
for each trail, including GPS information, 
the books include detailed and interesting 
information on the flora, fauna, geology 
and history. The books now come in 
compact spiral bound versions and are 
easy to use. Each state or area could have 
as many as three or four different bound 
volumes. (Originally all of the trials for 
each state or region were combined in 
one large guidebook.) GPS references 
are plentiful and the books are fun just 
to read. We are not certain as to whether 
or not Adler plans to publish any more 
books as they have been somewhat 
inactive for a period of time now. 

A third worthwhile guidebook series 
is FunTrek (FunTreks.com) out of 
Colorado. Their emphasis is primarily 
on Colorado but they have also written 
books covering Southern California,  
Northern California, Arizona and Moab, 

Utah. The focus of their books is on the 
more difficult trails, although easier trails 
are also featured. The author is Charles 
A. Wells who is the owner of FunTreks. 
The information in the books is also 
provided electronically by Wells. This 
can be ordered from the website and can 
come in very handy. However, there is 
a much smaller emphasis on the human 
and natural history aspects of the trails. 
Nevertheless, Wells does a very good 
job of providing detailed GPS listings 
and is also very proficient at finding way 
off the beaten path trails that may not 
be prevalent in other guidebooks. We 
are hearing that FunTreks is still a very 
active company and that there are more 
books on the horizon.

The above mentioned guidebook 
series are far from a complete listing of 
trail books. There may be other series 
that I don’t know about and there are 
definitely numerous standalone books 
devoted to one area or, in some cases, 
one specific trail. We will provide more 
on some of these books and pamphlets in 
a subsequent column. In the meantime, 
please share if you are aware of any other 
sources of print trail information. Thanks!

Bob Jacoby

route maps from them. Alternatively, 
I can email you a set of .kml files to 
import into your favorite GPS. There 
are quite a number of lovely pictures on 

the web site as well as a video. Other 
videos can be seen on YouTube.com by 
searching for OBCDR or OBDR.

If you are interested in this trip, 

please send me an email and many more 
details can be provided.

Bill Powell  1221102@gmail.com

The President’s Corner • Bob Jacoby
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Desert Explorers Rendezvous 2016
Shoshone, Calif.  APRIL 1-3 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday)

 RegistRation FoRm 
All Names in Party  ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Info Address: _________________________________________________________________

 Phone: ________________________ Email: _____________________________________

The following fees will be charged: Amount Total Number $ Total

 Registration Fee (per vehicle) $ 5 x _______ = $____________

Saturday Night Dinner (per individual) $15  x _______ = $____________ 
 (includes tax & tip)
   Overall Total = $____________ 

Make checks payable to Mojave River Valley Museum.  
Mail check and this form to Ted Kalil • 22170 Moonbeam Trail • Apple Valley, CA 92308.

We must receive registration materials no later than March 24.  There will be no refunds.  
Please include a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope! You must be a member of MRVM to go on any trip.

Accommodations
Everyone will make their own space reservations for the 

Shoshone RV Park and motel (22 CA-178, Shoshone, CA 
92384). This can be done by calling 760-852-4224. In order to 
get the DE discount, identify yourself as a “Desert Explorer.” 
All spaces have full hookups and there is room for tent 
camping as well. The special rate for a space with a full hookup 
is $20 per night. The rate for tent camping is $15 per night. 

There are also motel rooms available that can sleep up to four 
people. (The rate for one or two people is $85 per night.)  All 
reservations are paid directly to Shoshone RV Park. Do not send 
money for reservations to Ted Kalil. We strongly urge everyone 
to make reservations by January 31, 2016. The special rates for 
DE members may not be available after that time. 

Please note there are other options in the area including in 
nearby Tecopa.

We hope to see you there!

Meals
Don’t forget a dish to share for the  

Friday Potluck at 6:00 p.m. in the Flower 
Building. There will be kitchen facilities 
available, if necessary. Happy Hour is at 
5:00 p.m. in the same area; BYOB. 

Our Saturday Dinner Buffet – 
(clubhouse) Buffet time is 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Dinner will include the following items. 

BBQ Chicken, Ranch Beans, 
 Garlic Bread, Dessert & Drink 

If you have special dietary needs  
beyond the above, you will need to bring 
your own food. 

Anyone who has not paid for the buffet 
may not participate in any part of the buffet.



 Ne ws A l e r t
2016 Free-Fee Days on Federal Public Lands

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), the Forest Service (USFS) and the National Park 
Service (NPS) have announced Fee-Free days for 2016. The fee-free 
program is in cooperation with federal land management agencies 
under the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act. 

Fees are an important part of managing public lands, as many 
recreation opportunities, including OHV recreation opportunities, may 
be lost absent an opportunity to pay for them outside of the federal 
budget’s appropriations process. However, the Fee-Free program is 
a way to thank the millions of public lands visitors and to encourage 
more people to experience the great outdoors. 

The fee-free dates for 2016 and the participating agencies for each 
date are shown below: 

January 18, 2016: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
BLM, NPS, USFS, USFWS 

February 13-15, 2016: Presidents Day weekend
BLM, USFS (15th Only), USFWS 

April 16-24, 2016: National Park Week
NPS 

June 11, 2016: National Get Outdoors Day
USFS 

August 25-28, 2016: National Park Service Birthday
NPS 

September 24, 2016: National Public Lands Day
BLM, NPS, USFS, USFWS 

October 9, 2016: First Sunday of National  
Wildlife Refuge Week

USFWS 

November 11, 2016: Veterans Day
BLM, NPS, USFS, USFWS (11th-13th) 

More information available online from each agency: 
BLM • NPS • USFS • USFWS 

 Courtesy of Americans for Responsible Recreational Access • arra-access.com

15 Desert Explorers 4WD Section of the Mojave RiveR valley MuSeuM no. 237 januaRy 2016

To all our subscribers
who have renewed their

subscription this past month,
Thank You!

A Special  
Thank You to  
Jean Roode 

and  
Neal & Marian Johns 
for Newsletter Editing  

and Prooofreading

J

New 
Subscriber
Beth Davis
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Dedicated to the Preservation and Promotion of the 
Scientific, Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Mojave Desert

270 E. Virginia Way • Barstow, CA 92311
760-256-5452 • e-mail: mrvm@verizon.net

mojaverivervalleymuseum.org

Open everyday except Christmas 11am-4pm 
Admission is always free

Meeting Minutes
December 12, 2015

Attending Emmett & Ruth Harder, 
Allan & Ding Wicker, Bob Jacoby, 
Neal & Marian Johns, Steve Jarvis and 
Kate Fosselman, Jay Lawrence, Daniel 
Dick & Bobbie Sanchez, Nelson Miller, 
Vicki Hill, Bruce Barnett, Genmary 
Wentworth, Ester Bhebhe, Matteus ?, 
Jerry & Dolly Dupree, Alan & Claudia 
Heller, Joe Price, Bob & Sue Jaussaud, 
Debbie Miller-Marschke, Bill & Gwen 
Neill, Don Sweinhart & Betty Wallin, 
Sunny & Jean Hansen, Terry & Eileen 
Ogden, Ron Ross & Nancy Maclean

Regrets Bill & Julie Smith, Mal & Jean 
Roode, Ron Lipari, Ted Kalil, Seldom 
Seen Sylvia Lawrence

Call to Order The meeting was called 
to order around 11:45.

Minutes Minutes were approved as is.

Treasurer’s Report - Ted Kalil (via 
Bob Jacoby) Current balance $4,392. We 
have 99 current subscriptions and one 
new member through the website.

Website - Debbie Miller-Marschke 
would like to get a gift card for web 
production wrangler Crazy Suzy. All 
approved. All of the DE and BRE 
newsletters are scanned courtesy of Bob 
Jaussaud

Museum - No museum news to report. 

Newsletter - Jay Lawrence

All in good shape, submissions are up, 
we will quiz Ted K on progress on the 
Bio section. Deb will ask Steve about an 
article on the Bighorn Sheep Society.

Upcoming Trips 

Nelson Miller- Shaman’s Eye trip on 

December 19th. 

Bob Jacoby - Tejon Ranch trip in March.

Jay Lawrence - Red Rocks area trip in 
March.

D.E. Rondezvous - April. Nelson Miller 
inbound & outbound trips. Bob Jaussaud 
will lead hike to Gladstone Mine above 
Shoshone, need trip leader volunteers, 
Susan Sorrells may lead a trip to Dublin 
Gulch.

Bill Powell - 7 day Oregon trip in July.

Discussion around the idea that we need 
more two day trips. Amen. Several want 
a mix, some discussion about shrinking 
number of people who actually camp 
out. We should do some/more trips with 
a base camp so folks with larger camp 
vehicles can do day trips from a central 
location and overnite with a few more 
amenities, like a bed. Base camp idea 
had big support and an email survey was 
suggested. Nelson will do survey text 
and Jay will send it out in a mass email.

New Business - Developing new 
leaders. Suggestions to identify potential 
new leaders, hand them a trip to lead 
then old guard leader assists. Neal will 
edit and tune up the Leader Guide. 
DE clothing? Neal can and will do 
the organizing for new DE swag to be 
announced shortly.

Next Meeting - The next meeting will 
be held on Saturday, February 13, 2016 
at the home of Betty Wallin and Don 
Sweinhart. Large area for overnight 
camping, Sunday hike to Samuelson 
Rocks. Betty will send directions to put 
in the announcement.

Adjourn to the Christmas Party! - 
12:30 p.m.

Desert Explorers
February Meeting
Saturday, February 13th

11:00am • Potluck lunch
Don Sweinhart & Betty Wallin’s House

Directions to Don & Betty’s
9171 Joshua Lane – Yucca Valley 

Phone 760-898-9736, 760-567-9575
Going east on I-10, take Hwy 62 

off-ramp to Yucca Valley and JTNP. In 
Yucca Valley, there are two options.

#1 – In middle of town, Hwy 247 
(Old Woman Springs Road) goes left 
– do not turn onto this road, instead 
turn RIGHT (south) on to Joshua Lane. 
Continue on Joshua Lane approx. 5 
miles. Our house is on the east side set 
back from the road with a green mailbox 
in front. (house numbers along the way 
are not consistent)

 #2 – If you are coming from the east 
on Hwy 62: At the east end of town, 
turn right on Avalon, a street just west 
of Walmart. Go straight at the stop sign. 
Continue straight to the signal where the 
street name changes to Palomar. Continue 
straight to the dead end at Joshua Lane, 
turn left. We are about 6 houses farther on 
the east side (approx. 3 miles from 62).

You are welcome to camp in the back 
yard and if you wish to visit JTNP on 
Sunday, it is just a few miles down the 
road. Early mornings about high 20’s 
but days are nice at the moment.  Check 
the weather if you are going to camp or 
are coming to the meeting as we are at 
about 4000 feet and it can get cold or 
snow. The back yard is sand and fenced, 
bathroom available inside.



 Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92321 • Questions? Phone (760) 256-5452

Family Annual Membership: $25 Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) 
including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount on publications sold by the Museum and participation in Association 
activities. Individual Annual Membership: $20

Name Spouse Children 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application

To subscribe for one year to the monthly email newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 check made out to: 
Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Ted Kalil, 22170 Moonbeam Trail, Apple Valley, CA 92308

Name Ham Call Sign

Spouse Ham Call Sign 

Address City State Zip 

Email (required) Phone: Home Cell

Desert Explorers E-Newsletter Subscription Form
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Desert Explorers Trip Leaders List
Name Also Known As Address City State / Zip Home Phone Cell Phone Email
Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa CA 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net 
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville CA 92392 760-956-1776 951-757-3128  daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley St Ridgecrest CA 93555 760-375-6169  775-537-7717  bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot, Secretary Emeritus P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  sjhsn@verizon.net
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Box 290729 Phelan CA 92329 760-868-5316  760-217-7555  sjhsn@verizon.net
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Ruth Harder Chairperson Emeritus 18201 Muriel Ave San Bernardino CA 92407 909-887-3436  909-260-7189  echco@msn.com 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Rd Duarte CA 91010 626-893-0321  626-893-3266  famheller@msn.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct Hemet CA 92544 951-306-4464  951-927-6476  vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach22@gmail.com 
Bob Jacoby Chairman, Treasurer Emeritus 2245 Wellesley Ave  Los Angeles  CA 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 818-585-6468 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley AZ 86446 818-585-6464 760-876-9227 usontheriver@gmail.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson Emeritus & Neal Keeper 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com 
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Rd Lytle Creek CA 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete, Treasurer 22170 Moonbeam Trail Apple Valley CA 92308 760-240-0406  760-985-6307  tskalil@msn.com
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Ed. Emeritus, Sec. 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach CA 90814 562-439-5323  562-760-1999  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Debbie Miller-Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Rd Torrance CA 90505 310-543-1862  951-316-6545  stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor Emeritus 33624A Winston Way Temecula CA 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net
Nelson Miller The Planner 13043 Quapaw Rd Apple Valley CA 92308 760-247-0984  951-733-5242  nemiller47@yahoo.com 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Ave Kingman AZ 86409 928-757-8953   928-715-0579  dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave North Hollywood CA 91606 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Ct Westlake Village CA 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  mal@roode.com
Jean Roode Newsletter Editor, Emeritus Sub. 7014 Mountain Ave Highland CA 92346 909-907-0767  909-534-3822  DENewsltr@gmail.com
Nan Savage Healy Emeritus Newsltr. Dist./Xterra Terror  12354 Sarah St Studio City CA 91604 818-766-0401  nansavagehealy@gmail.com 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Cyn Dr Laguna Beach CA 92651 949-351-5450  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 
Richard & Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P.O. Box 412 Yermo CA 92398 760-254-3997  406-291-1448  lahapel@yahoo.com
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P.O. Box 68 Blue Diamond NV 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com
Bill & Julie Smith Too soon to say... 5712 Cosnino Road Flagstaff AZ 86004 928-699-8554 928-853-9634  jubismith@gmail.com
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521   909-730-0137  annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont CA 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont CA 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786  allan.wicker@verizon.net


