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Trip Reports 

Nevada High 
Country 

June 25 - July 2 

By: Marian Johns 

A 
s you may know Nevada is basin 

and range country. High valleys and 

mountains march across central 

Nevada in a north –south orientation from 

the Utah border to the Sierras. The valleys in 

this central region are generally about 6,000 

ft. elevation and the mountains frequently 

have 10,000 ft. peaks – or higher. 

Consequently, the temperatures on our trip 

were generally mild, even though was late 

June. There were 

only a few times 

when I was 

uncomfortably 

warm – usually 

when I was 

standing in the 

direct sun. On 

the other hand, it 

can become quite 

chilly after the 

sun sets and I 

had to put on my 

jacket. 

     Neal and I 

enjoyed the 

company of 9 

other participants 

on this trip – 

Allan Wicker, 

Mal Roode, Sue 

and Bob Jaussaud, Glenn Shaw, Nelson 

Miller, Mignon Slentz, Alan Hodes, and 

Ana Romero – but not all at the same time. 

     We met Allan Wicker in Big Pine Friday 

afternoon and then continued over Westgard 

Pass on Hwy. 168, through Big Springs 

Valley, over Gilbert Pass and ended the day 

down on Cottonwood Creek located near the 

bottom of the White Mts. It’s just a short 

drive from Hwy. 168 to a beautiful campsite 

on the creek. Some other folks from Big 

Springs College left shortly after our arrival; 

then we had the place to ourselves. Just 

before dark, we witnessed a glorious, 

flaming sunset. 

     Saturday morning, Allan, Neal and I 

headed up Fish Lake Valley. Then, instead 

of taking the fast route to Tonopah, we 

chose the roundabout way past the hot 

spring at the north end of the Valley. It has 

changed since we were there last; a 

swimming pool ladder has been added and 
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the ponds are now 

surrounded by lush reeds. 

     On the way over the 

Silver Peak Range, I was 

reminded how scenic this 

route is; I hadn’t 

remembered so many 

colorful hills and 

formations. We stopped to 

inspect an old rock cabin; it 

too has changed. It appears 

someone is looking after the 

place now because two little 

cottonwoods and an orchard 

of about eight or so small 

apple trees have been 

planted out front. On the 

other side of this range, we 

drove through the 

bedraggled-looking 

community of Silver Peak. 

From its name, you’d think 

it was near the top of the 

mountains, but actually 

it’s located near the 

bottom. 

     In Tonopah, we 

cruised through town 

looking for Desert 

Explorer-type vehicles 

since that is where we 

were supposed to meet 

Bob, Sue, Glenn and 

Mal who had just been 

on MOE’s earlier 

Nevada trip the 

previous week. Soon, 

we heard someone on 

the CB calling us. Sure 

enough, it was our 

additional travelers who 

were up at the Tonopah 

Historic Mining 

Museum. We joined 

them there and then, 

after filling our gas 

Photo by Marian Johns 
Photo by Marian Johns 
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Scenery like this is what we came for. 

Photo by Allan Wicker 
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tanks, we all took off 

for Cottonwood 

Creek at the south 

end of the Toiyabe 

Range (a different 

Cottonwood Creek 

from the White Mt. 

one). Even using our 

GPS’s, the drive was 

a rather helter-skelter 

venture. Eventually, 

we passed by the old 

San Antonio Ranch 

which Glenn said was 

rather famous in those 

parts because of its 

historical 

significance. So, of 

course, we had to 

have a look. It has 

been abandoned, and 

although interesting, 

it was also a sad 

reminder of how 

ephemeral our dreams can 

be. 

     Continuing on, we at 

last found Cottonwood 

Creek and there, within 

the canyon we also saw 

the remains of an old 

airplane crash which Neal 

and I had first seen in 

1997. Mal is so full of 

energy and enthusiasm – 

before we knew it he was 

scrambling up the hillside 

to inspect the remnants. 

Farther up the canyon, the 

two-track we were 

following made a sharp 

hair-pin turn up the side of 

the canyon and 

disintegrated into a 

narrow, hair-raising, 

boulder-filled, 4x4 trail; 

Photo by Marian Johns Photo by Marian Johns 
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Bad joke by a Toyota owner. 
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Sue decide it was time to 

walk up – while Bob drove. 

After a look-see, Mal feared 

his already ailing camper and 

truck would probably suffer 

some damage if he continued 

up this grade, so he chose to 

backtrack on an easier route 

and met us later at the (free) 

Peavine campground, also 

located at the south end of 

the Toiyabe Range. Mal, 

Glenn, Bob and Sue had 

already camped once at 

Peavine during the MOE trip 

and knew right where the 

best spot was. As luck would 

have it, the exact same spot 

was still available. 

     The next morning - 

Sunday, on our way down 

Peavine Canyon we spied a 

gregarious group of vultures 

sitting on fence posts and 

Photo by Marian Johns 
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warming 

themselves in 

the morning 

sunshine, plus 

we were also 

delighted to see 

a doe and two 

fawns that 

went bounding 

down the road 

and then off 

into the sage 

brush. 

     When we 

reached Hwy. 

376, we turned 

north up the 

Big Smoky 

Valley and 

made a short 

side trip to 

Hadley, the 

Round 

Mountain 

Mine’s 

company town 

to do a little 

grocery 

shopping and 

to top off our 

tanks. The 

Round 

Mountain gold 

mine has been 

in operation for 

more than a 

century. 

Beginning in 

1906, it is still 

a working mine 

today. One 

hundred years 

later, in 2006, 

the mine 

reached a 

milestone – 

having 

produced a 

total of 10 

million ounces 

of gold. 

     From 

Hadley, we 

turned north 

past the huge 

mine to the east 

and then took a 

dirt road up 

Jefferson 

Canyon which 

had been the 

short-lived site 

of silver mining efforts between 1866 and 

1881. 

     Jefferson Canyon has been the site of a 

more recent newsworthy event. Back in 

1983 the road up the canyon washed out. 

The US Forest Service, in whose jurisdiction 

the canyon lies, refused to repair the road – 

as the US Forest Service and other 

governmental agencies sometimes do 

because it relieves them of the cost and 

effort of managing these now-inaccessible 

areas. Then, in 1994, a Nye County 

Commissioner, Richard Carver took the 

initiative – and a county bulldozer and 

opened the Jefferson Canyon Road in 

defiance of the Forest Service. (Carver even 

made the cover of Time Magazine.) Legal 

suits followed; Nye County lost – 

nevertheless, the road has remained open 

since then and thanks to Mr. Carver, we 

were able to drive up the canyon where we 

had a fine time prowling around the 

crumbling structures of this interesting 

place. 

     On up the Big Smokey Valley that 

afternoon, we took a side road up to the 

mouth of Belcher Canyon because it 

appeared to have an interesting-looking, 

narrow defile as it exited the mountains 

(Toiyabe Range). Unfortunately, that was a 

bust; the road ended perhaps an eighth of a 

mile from our destination, and there we 

found impenetrable brush that prevented 

even hiking the last short distance. So, the 

mouth of Belcher Canyon remains a 

mystery. 

     The next two canyons to the north, 

however, have easy access via good two-

tracks. South and North Twin Rivers both 

have lovely creeks that emerge from narrow 

canyons just a ¼ mile or so apart. These two 

canyons are so narrow that roads do not 

penetrate far. We spent some time there just 

enjoying the water and pleasant scenery. 

     Farther along Hwy. 376, on our way to 

Austin, the Jaussauds stopped because of 

leaking tire. After plugging it (just a 

temporary fix), they limped on into Austin 

where they fortunately found a tire repair 

shop that happened to be open even though 

it was late Sunday afternoon. Unfortunately, 

the tire couldn’t be salvaged, but….the shop 

owner just happened to have a used tire 

exactly the right size. How’s that for luck – 

all for $30.00. Bob was so grateful he threw 

in an extra $5. 

     That evening, we all opted for a 

restaurant dinner at the International Café 

there in Austin. We enjoyed our meals and 

then drove out to inspect the old Stokes 

Castle that has a dramatic view of the Reese 

River Valley below. From there, we headed 

Photo by Marian Johns 
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Gloves at cabin. 

Photo by Allan Wicker 
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for camp at the 

Big Creek 

campground 

about 12 miles 

south of Austin 

on the west side 

of the Toiyabe 

Range. Neal 

somehow found a super steep, nail-biting 

“shortcut” from the Castle down to the road 

to Big Creek that had most of us wide-eyed 

and holding our breaths. Lucky for him, we 

all made it down safely. 

     As you can see dear readers, it would 

take far too many pages to write a trip report 

for all 12 days in such detail – as the above 

Glenn photographs ghost town. 

Respite at Twin Rivers Loop. 

Marian and Glenn Consult. 

Snake Charmer. 

At the Summit. 

Photo by Allan Wicker 
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two days. But I can summarize the rest of 

our trip briefly by saying there is much to 

do and see in this part of Nevada, and you 

usually have the place to yourself. There are 

so many dirt roads and 4x4 trails to explore; 

we just barely scratched the surface. There 

are high alpine mountain passes with 

wonderful views, camps by lovely 

mountains streams, hot springs, museums, 

old abandoned ranches, old abandoned 

mines and ghost towns to explore and even 

some that still have a few residents. We saw 

wild horses, antelope (pronghorn) and deer. 

We ate out in restaurants several times and 

“motel-ed” it once in Ely. 

     Sadly, we had to say good-bye to Allan 

and Mal about the time we drove up into 

the Roberts Creek Mts. However, a couple 

of days later we added four new travelers in 

Ely – Alan Hodes, Mignon Slentz, Nelson 

Miller and Ana Romero; we met at the 

Northern Nevada Railroad Museum. 

     One last tidbit….Near the end of the trip 

as we were crossing the Monitor Range, 

Neal and I began hearing a suspicious noise 

and suspected it was coming from the drive 

shaft. With the Jaussauds kindly trailing 

behind in case it gave out completely, we 

drove cautiously all the way to Tonopah. 

Thank you Bob and Sue! At the NAPA auto 

parts store we ordered a new part and were 

told it would be delivered the next morning. 

Sure enough, the part arrived about 9:00 

a.m. But, wouldn’t you know – Murphy’s 

Law was alive and well. The part they 

received was for a Dodge, not a Toyota 

Tacoma! Rather than wait another day, we 

had the rear drive shaft removed and drove 

all the way home in front-wheel drive. 

     I would like also like to thank the 

Jaussauds for being our assistants and 

acting as the sweep for almost the entire 

trip. And since we were on dirt roads most 

of the time, you know what that means – 

dust! In fact, thank you everyone – you all 

had to eat dust, but there were no serious 

complaints. And thank you everyone for 

being such good sports – for “playing it by 

ear” and “going with the flow” when plans 

changed almost daily. 

Future Trips 

White Mountain 
and Bristlecone 

Pines 

August 21-23 

Leader: Jay Lawrence 

CB: 13 

W 
e will be doing the White 

Mountains & Bristlecone 

pine trip originally run in the 

eighties by Axel Heller this year. The 

trails are moderate with a couple of 

challenging sections and OK for most 

vehicles with a reasonable amount of 

ground clearance, good tires and 4WD 

with low range. Views are pretty 

spectacular and the ancient Bristlecones 

are something special to see. We’ll start 

out in Big Pine, head to the remnants of 

White Mountain City, then up Wyman 

Canyon to enter the Ancient Bristlecone 

Pine Forest from the east. Saturday 

evening camp and potluck in 

Cottonwood Basin (9800’ altitude). 

There are several opportunities for 

small hikes in the Patriarch and 

Sherman Groves. New Moon (no 

moon) is on the 25th so there will be a 

Pre-trip crew without Marian. 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Marian’s 107 Candles. 



8    DESERT EXPLORERS 4WD SECTION OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM    NO. 220   AUGUST       2014 

sky full of stars for stargazers. 

Elevations range from 4000 to 11000 

feet. You’ll also need a full sized spare 

and CB radio. Limited to 12 vehicles. 

Email (solariscomm@earthlink.net) or 

phone (562-439-5323) for more details. 

Also let me know if you would like to 

add a day before or after the official 

dates. We are thinking of expanding the 

trip slightly for folks who are interested. 

Mono Basin and 
Bodie Hills 

History Trip 

September 19-21 

Leader: Bob Jacoby 

CB: 13 

T 
his will be three days of fun in 

the Mono Basin and Bodie Hills 

area of the eastern Sierra. The 

emphasis will be on ghost towns and 

history of the area. You can join us for 

one, two or all three days of fun. We 

will be headquartered out of Lee Vining 

and will return there every evening. 

     The first day, 9/19, will be an 

exploratory trip to the Sweetwater 

Mountains north of Lee Vining near 

Bridgeport. The plan is to visit the 

mining camp sites of Clinton, Belfort 

and Boulder Flat. We will access these 

venues by taking the rough and rugged 

Sullivan Canyon Road. We have never 

explored the Sweetwaters before and 

this should be great fun.   

     The second day, 9/20, we will leave 

Lee Vining and head for Bodie Ghost 

town on the very interesting , historic, 

and somewhat rugged Bodie/Lundy 

wagon road. After lunch around Bodie 

we will tour the massive ghost town 

and, hopefully, visit the very impressive 

stamp mill with a docent. After the tour 

we will head down the partially paved 

Bodie Road and visit the historic town 

site of Dogtown. We will then return to 

Lee Vining for a group dinner at 

Nicely’s that evening. 

     On Sunday we will visit the ruins of 

Masonic. This was a very active mining 

camp in a beautiful canyon. The road 

getting there will absolutely require high 

clearance and four wheel drive. This 

promises to be a very scenic trip in 

September.   

     For most people this will be a long 

way to come but very much worth it. 

There are excellent camp sites in and 

around Lee Vining along with plenty of 

motels. If you plan to attend, contact 

Bob Jacoby at Jacoby.r@att.net.   

D.E. Meeting 
Minutes 

By Jay Lawrence 

Neal & Marian Johns’ House 

Saturday, July 12, 2014 

A 
ttending: Daniel Dick & 

Bobbie Sanchez, Bill & 

Barbara Gossett, Sunny & Jean 

Hansen, Emmett & Ruth Harder, Neal 

& Marian Johns, Jay Lawrence, Terry 

Ogden, Mal Roode, Don Sweinhart & 

Betty Wallin, and visitor Jack  

Regrets: Marilyn Martin, Allan and 

Ding Wicker, Debbie Miller & Steve 

Marschke, Jean Roode and Bob Jacoby. 

Pizza Birthday Party: It was Marian 

Johns’ birthday and there were some 

spectacular desserts brought by Daniel 

and Bobbie, cupcakes and other treats. 

Way more than could be eaten in one 

sitting by our willing but stuffed group. 

Meeting Open: 12:07 p.m. 

Finance: Bob Jacoby reports treasury 

has $4,200 balance. Mal had a couple of 

checks for him too. 

Philanthropy: Our parent organization, 

the Mojave River Valley Museum was 

pleased to receive our $500 donation 

and so was the Death Valley volunteer 

fire district in Shoshone. Ruth presented 

both donations. They were appreciated 

and will be put to good use by both 

groups. Cliff Walker made a speech 

thanking us. 

Newsletter: Jean reports 84 active 

subscriptions, three new this month. 

Jean would like more articles, trip 

reports and photos. Kudos on the 

newsletter from all in attendance. 

Several members noted that friends have 

told them that the quality of the 

newsletter really sets our group apart. 

Web: The website is populated. Allan 

Wicker filled in some articles to replace 

corrupted files from the old web site. 

Two new subscribers signed up on the 

site! A new page with a trip list archive 

is in progress. Danny Syler will scan old 

newsletters to cover the issues that are 

not currently available in digital form. 

Steve Marschke also has access to a pro 

scanner for this purpose. The site pirates 

who snaked the DesertExplorers.com 

site name have renewed their holding so 

it’s still not available and we will just 

have to stick to the .org site address. 

MVRM: The Museum is quiet during 

the summer months. There will be a 

mini barbecue September 24th. 

Trips: Mal covered upcoming trips. 

Bob Jacoby and Daniel Dick will co-

lead a mine visit out of Lee Vining to 

Charlie Brown’s Cabin. 

New Business: Homer Meek emailed 

asking if the 1200 slide collection of 

rock art images from Dwight Stroud 

could be given to Dennis Casebier for 

storage and research usage at his Goffs 

research center. Neal noted that this is 

an ideal place to keep them since the 

facility is temperature and humidity 

controlled specifically to keep archived 

pieces safe. Mal will scan a few for the 

website and it was suggested that we 

have a web page with some of Dwight’s 

images posted in his memory with text 

thanking him and directing researchers 

to the Mojave Desert Heritage and 

Cultural Association. Motion to give the 

slides to Homer and proceed as noted 

was passed. 

In other news, Marian Johns is going 

to Iceland in the middle of August. It 

was not disclosed whether she would 

participate in any raves or disco events 

for which the country is famous.  

The Needles Regional Museum is 

having a membership drive. Contact 

them at PO Box 978, Needles, CA 

92363. Phone (760) 326-5678. 

New Chairperson needed! Ruth will 

be stepping down after an illustrious 

mailto:Jacoby.r@att.net
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run. She gave us until December to find 

a new pigeon, errrr, volunteer. 

Rondy Bob Jaussaud suggested Gold 

Point Nevada, perhaps in early April. 

Mal will contact Bob to get started 

checking out the venue. 

Next meeting: 11:00 a.m. Saturday 

morning September 13th at Ding and 

Allan Wicker’s house. Pot luck! 

Adjourn: 1:05 p.m. 

M.O.E. Trip Schedule 

Leaders: Dan Messersmith/Dick Taylor 

 

Aug. 25-30  Flagstaff, AZ — RV Base Camp with Truck & Tent options 

Sep. 21-27  Bartlett Lake, AZ — Moving Camp, Truck & Tent Camping 

Oct. 19-24  Burro Creek, AZ — RV Base Camp with Truck & Tent options 

Interested? Email dmess@ctaz.com or dickandmouse@aol.com 

Desert Explorers Trip Schedule 

 

August 22-24 White Mountains/Bristlecone Pine  Lawrence 

September 21-23 Mono Basin and Bodie Hills History Trip Jacoby 

Contact Mal Roode at mal@roode.com if you are interested in leading a trip. 

Desert Explorer Ham List 

 

Janet Austin  ................. Diamond Bar ... KF6FZE 
Pete Austin ................... Diamond Bar ... KF6FZD 

Bill Baird .............................. Yucaipa ... KF7VE  

Trudy Baird .......................... Yucaipa ... KD6NVY 
Bruce Barnett .............................Brea ... KD6BOY 

David Bullock ............... Los Angeles ... N3CUE 

De’Angelo Fernandez ........... Eastvale ... KG6YGD 
Barbara Gossett ................ Ridgecrest ... KI6YLR 

Bill Gossett ....................... Ridgecrest ... KI6YLQ 

Neal Johns ...................... Lytle Creek ... AG6HR 
Ted Kalil ...................... Apple Valley ... KG6AIT 

Jay Lawrence .................. Long Beach ... KI6KAV 

Homer Meek........................ Torrance ... K6HKT 
Steve Marschke ................... Torrance ... KK6EOS 

Debbie Miller-Marschke ..... Torrance ... KK6EOW 

Carl Noah ....................... Lake Forest ... AB7KD 
Nancy Noah .................... Lake Forest ... AE6XL 

Bob Rodemeyer ..................... Corona ... N6ROD 

Malcolm Roode .................. Highland ... KF6GZH 

Joan Steiner .............................. Irvine ... KJ6AIK 

Betty Wallin ........ Desert Hot Springs ... KD6CY 

Al Walter .......................... San Diego ... KG6SGM 
 

Peter Austin pj.austin3@icloud.com 

Bill Baird wlliam.baird@verizon.net 

Bruce Barnett bns.barnett@sbcglobal.net 

Mike Berger ekimberger@yahoo.com 

Ted Berger berger200@comcast.net 

Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net 

June Box j.box@att.net 

David Bullock eecue@eecue.com 

Graham Cooper coop@coopcoyote.com 

Rick Cords rcords@roadrunner.com 

John Dark grayback68@sbcglobal.net 

Robert J. Day kd22@cox.net 

Marten DeGroot martendegroot@yahoo.com 

Daniel Dick helvetica@earthlink.net 

Richard Dotson ldynithawk@citlink.net 

Jerry Dupree gwdupree@aol.com  

Jerry Etchison jerryetchison@yahoo.com 

Jeff Evans jeff.evans21@verizon.net 
De’Angelo Fernandez   deangelo.fernandez@gmail.com 

Leonard Friedman l.friedman@att.net 

David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com  

Bill Gossett bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Sunny Hansen sjhsn@verizon.net 

Jerry Harada jkh357.sbcglobal.net 

Emmett Harder echco@verizon.net 

Alan Heller famheller@msn.com 

Vicki Hill vlanehill@verizon.net 

Alan Hodes alanstvl@yahoo.com 

Charles Hughes  mhach@juno.com 

Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@att.net 

Steve Jarvis sbjarvis@gmail.com 

Bob Jaussaud usontheriver@gmail.com 

Neal Johns aridneal@gmail.com 

Ted Kalil tskalil@msn.com 

Myrtie Keddy wegotoo@yahoo.com 

Richard Kenney kenneyrc@sbcglobal.net 

Doris Lance avidhiker2@yahoo.com 

Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari ronaldlipari@gmail.com 

Gregon Losson eczlosson@yahoo.com 

Cheryl Mangin ldynithawk@citlink.net 

Steve Marschke stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Marilyn Martin mjmartin@dslextreme.com 

Dave McFarland jd_mcfarland@att.net 

Joan McGovern-White  jmcgw@verizon.net 

Homer Meek k6hkt@arrl.net 

Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com 

Ron Midlikoski midlikoski@verizon.net 

Debbie Miller dmiller@guideone.com 

Ellen Miller emiller@xanterra.com 

Nelson Miller nemiller47@yahoo.com 

Chuck Mitchell candkmitchell@att.net 

Robert M. Monsen monsensgu@infowest.com 

Robert M. Myers bob.jeeper@yahoo.com  

Deborah Nakamoto sky-horse@att.net 

Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net 

Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net 

Carl Noah ncnoah2@yahoo.com 

Terry Ogden togden@cox.net 

John Page j.2pagey@verizon.net 

Mel Patterson  pattermr@yahoo.com 

Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com 

Kristen Proffitt Kristen P.7@earthlink.net 

Fred Raab fjr@fredraab.com 

Steven Richards iamsteve@dslextreme.com 

Bob Rodemeyer chiefrodey@gmail.com 

Ana M. Romero romeroanamarie@gmail.com 

Jean Roode denewsltr@gmail.com 

Malcolm Roode mal@roode.com 

Ron Ross rgrossjr @jpl.nasa.gov 

Daniel Ruops danielruops@mac.com 

Nan Savage nansavage@sbcglobal.net 

Sherry Schmidt sierranv21@aol.com 

Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Glen Shaw desert.wanderer@hotmail.com 

Stan Sholik ssholik@cox.net 

Danny Siler danny@mathieuco.com 

Mignon Slentz mignonslentz@gmail.com 

Joan Steiner joansteiner@cox.net 

Anne Stoll annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Gene Stoops genebevs@msn.com 

Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net 

Loren Upton upton.patricia@gmail.com 

Mike Vollmert mvollmert805@gmail.com 

Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com 

Al Walter a.walter@cox.net 

James Watson jwatson444@yahoo.com 

Matt Westlake ifollowthesun@hotmail.com 

Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net 

CURRENT DESERT EXPLORERS WITH EMAIL 

mailto:vlanehill@verizon.net
mailto:dmiller@guideone.com
mailto:fjr@fredraab.com
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Where Am I? 
     Here are the Solution and Winners for July.  East of Telescope Peak in Death Valley National Park. Winners: Jay Lawrence, Allan 

Schoenherr, Homer Meek, Mal Roode and Leonard Friedman.  

Excerpt from "Charcoal Kilns Historic Structures NPS Report" 1970. The charcoal kilns complex in Wildrose Canyon is among the 

more remarkable historical-architectural features of Death Valley National Park. These ten beehive shaped masonry structures, about 25 

feet high, are believed to be the best known surviving example of such kilns to be found in the western states. 

Modock Mines: The Wildrose Charcoal Kilns were completed in 1877 by the Modock Consolidated Mining Company to provide a source of 

fuel suitable for use in two smelters adjacent to their group of lead-silver mines in the Argus Range west of Panamint Valley, about 25 miles 

distant from the kilns. Although the mines themselves were worked intermittently until about 1900, there is no clear evidence that the 

charcoal kilns were operational after 1879. Evidently either other fuel sources were located or it was found to be more profitable to ship the 

raw ore elsewhere for processing. This short life may help to explain the remarkably good condition of these kilns, more than 100 years after 

their construction. 

Hearst Connection: One of the incorporators of the Modock Company, operating out of San Francisco, was George Hearst, Father of 

William Randolph Hearst. George Hearst became famous as a mine expert, and his immense wealth was derived from interest in various 

mines. However, the Modock group was not one of his great successes. Apparently it did not gross much more than $3,000,000 over a period 

of thirty years. Beginning about 1881 the mines were leased to others. They have been inactive since the turn of the century. 

Transporting Charcoal: Associated with the Modock mines were the neighboring towns of Darwin and Lookout, rough towns which out-lived 

the more famous Panamint City. A trail from Lookout to Wildrose Canyon was constructed. Charcoal was transported to the smelters by 

jackass pack-trains, though wagons also were probably involved. 

Building & Working the Kilns: A company man named Morris built the Wildrose kilns. Actual documentable details of the construction job 

and the operation are lacking, as is confirmation that the labor force included American Indians and Chinese. The presence of Mexicans is 

amply indicated. It seems logical that, with a fairly large labor force of wood-cutters, charcoal-burners and haulers, there would be a 

“settlement” of some kind, with tents and/or log cabins, and there is one hint of a town of Wildrose. It was probably an ephemeral affair. Its 

exact location is unknown, but a fair guess would be that it was a summer camp near the kilns, where water would have to be hauled in; or 

else it was located in the vicinity of the life-giving Wildrose Spring, several miles downhill from the kilns. 

Why Charcoal?: Charcoal is a black, porous form of carbon prepared by charring wood or organic matter in a kiln or retort from which air 

is excluded. Charcoal produced from wood retains its basic shape and texture but is converted to a 96% pure carbon content. In the 19th 

century and earlier, charcoal was used for a furnace fuel because it burned more slowly than wood and created a much greater heat that 

was needed for the refining of ores 

Bob Peltzman is lost again. “Where am I?” Bob went right when everyone else went left, and is completely lost. Send your guess as to where 

he is to Bob at bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word “lost” in the subject), and he will send me the names of people who correctly guess the 

location along with a different lost map to publish in another newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is in such as 

“The southern part of Death Valley near the Devil’s Golf Course.”-Submitted by Bob Peltzman 
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DESERT EXPLORERS E-NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a $10.00 

check made out to: Mojave River Valley Museum c/o Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain Avenue, Highland, CA 92346 

Name  Spouse  

Address   

City  State  Zip  

Home Phone ( )  Cell Phone ( )  

E-Mail (must provide)  

Ham Call Sign  

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application  
Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 

270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 ● Phone (760) 256-5452 

Family – Annual ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $25.00 

Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount 
on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities. 

Individual – Annual -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $20.00 

Name  Spouse  Children  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Phone ( )  E-Mail  

To all our subscribers who 

have renewed their 

subscription this past month, 

thank you! 

DE NEWSLETTER 
Editor: Jean Roode 

Assistant Editors: 

Marian and Neal Johns 

 

   

   

Desert ExplorersDesert ExplorersDesert Explorers   

Saturday, 

September 13 
11:00 a.m. 

Allan & Ding Wicker’s 

House 

1430 Sitka 

Claremont, CA 

Phone 909-445-0082. 

De’Angelo and Mayra Fernandez, 

Eastvale 
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DESERT EXPLORERS 
OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM 
Jean Roode 
7014 Mountain Avenue 
Highland, CA  92346 

Deadline for submission in the September 
Newsletter is August 20th. 

 

 


