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Trip Reports 

White Mountains 

July 21-22 

By: Jay Lawrence 

O 
n Saturday morning, our first 

surprise was Ted Kalil 

appearing at our campsite in 

Big Pine and announcing that everybody 

but Allan Wicker was already here, 

having coffee and ready to head for the 

hills! Sylvia and I had pulled in late the 

evening before and (ever observant) I 

hadn't recognized any of their vehicles. 

Joining Ted was Homer Meek, Mignon 

Slentz and Nelson 

Miller. Our 

daughter Ariel, her 

husband Nick and 

eight month old 

granddaughter 

Alice had rolled in 

and set up camp 

next to us in the 

wee hours of 

Friday night. So 

everybody said 

hello, Allan 

showed up and we 

all signed in, 

anxious to move 

out. 

     Normally, the Big Pine, Bishop and 

the Owens Valley area in summer is an 

oven, 90-105 degrees, but we lucked out 

with some light overcast and the start of 

some clouds, temps in the 70s. A perfect 

start to the trip. We left Big Pine (4200') 

a little after 9:00 a.m. and headed east 

on Highway 168, past the remnants of 

Zurich Station of the Carson and 

Colorado Railroad, over the Owens 

River, past the toll station site and over 

the Westgard Pass into Deep Springs 

Valley, about 25 miles of pavement 

total. 

     At the junction of Wyman Canyon 

Road, near Deep Springs College (20-25 

students, established 1916 with a 

celebrated roster of cowboy/scientist/

statesman graduates) we headed off the 

pavement toward the remains of an old 

1860s vintage smelter chimney. Nearby 

we saw the foundations and stacked 

stone walls that are all that remain of 

White Mountain City, a mining town 

that blossomed there in the mid 1800s. 

If you are a Mark Twain fan, you may 

know of the spot, since he spent some 

time there in its heyday. We also found 
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Photo by Marian Johns 

a sizable boulder covered in 

petroglyphs. Several others are reported 

in the area, but they would have to wait 

for another day to be rediscovered. 

     Everybody mounted up and up the 

canyon we went. By this time we were 

at about 6500 feet, so even though the 

sun was out in full strength, 

temperatures were comfortable. The 

trail was generally good, dirt, shale and 

loose rock with many stream crossings. 

Meadows were a bit drier this year, but 

still beautiful with Indian Paintbrush, 

Blazing Star, and Penstemon. We 

encountered three motorcyclists on 

large bikes struggling with a rocky 

section who asked if this was what the 

rest of the trail looked like.  I assured 

them they were through the worst of it, 

then motored on a half mile, past a 

beautiful little waterfall and around a 

blind left uphill corner to be surprised 

by a steep, rocky, loose piece of trail 

with running water (!) that took every 

bit of 4WD our vehicles had to get up 

and over. Oh well, so much for my 

great advice to the moto guys. They 

would have to catch me before they 

could kill me… 

     Past cows, then a cowboy on 

horseback, we pressed on. We lunched 

at the remains of Roberts Ranch, a site 

with two old cabins and a side road to 

dozens of mine sites. Exquisite planning 

put us there with the sun directly 

overhead and shade in very short 

supply. 

     Once back on the trail, the scenery 

changed from granite, basalt, low scrub 

and 

creekside 

bushes to 

dolomite 

limestone, 

Limber 

Pines and 

the start of 

the 

Bristlecone 

Pine Forest 

at the 

timberline. 

Now we 

were 

getting 

some 

altitude!  We made our way up 

the last switchbacks toward 

White Mountain Ridge Road and 

the overlook above the Chalfant 

Valley and the Sierras to the 

west was kind of spectacular.  

     Now at 10-11,000 feet, the 

low grasses and the Bristlecone 

Pines were the only vegetation around. 

It may sound stark, but the 4,000 year 

old trees are uniquely beautiful and are 

not easily forgotten.  

     It was just as we were approaching 

the Patriarch Grove that Mignon's big 

Chevy Suburban decided enough was 

enough. Big electrical gremlins had 

stopped the engine cold. Trying to start 

it didn't even make the starter solenoid 

click, even though the battery was still 

charged… The idiot lights on the dash 

went on and stayed on even when the 

key was turned off and removed! 

Photo by Debbie Miller-Marschke 

White Mountain Petroglyphs 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

Jay and Mignon consult the manual; tow strap awaits  

Indian Paintbrush 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

Photo by Allan Wicker 



3    DESERT EXPLORERS 4WD SECTION OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM  NO. 198 SEPTEMBER 2012 

Fooey. This was a problem with a 

modern computerized electrical system 

none of us had the ability to outwit. 

     Noting that it was mid afternoon and 

there were still some miles to go to 

camp, we elected to "towstrap" Mignon 

and Chevy to the Schulman Grove 

Ranger Station, the nearest paved road 

stem and possibly a location with cell 

service or a phone. I pulled and Allan 

and Homer accompanied us over hill 

and dale. We made it without incident 

and Mignon was able to get AAA on the 

phone and make arrangements. Homer 

was heading down the hill from there, 

so he stayed with Mignon until the tow 

arrived and Allan and I beat feet to meet 

back up with the rest of the crew (Ted, 

Nelson, Sylvia, Ariel, Nick and Alice) 

who had been to visit the Patriarch 

Grove and hiked a little while we were 

off fooling around. 

     After a quick head count, we headed 

toward Crooked Creek, past the high 

altitude research station to Cottonwood 

Pass. The shadows were getting long 

and we had some 'interesting' trail 

sections to cover. Down switchbacks 

through the pines and aspen, first we hit 

Poison Creek, then joined Cottonwood 

Creek at McCloud Camp, then 

continued on to a beautiful creekside 

camp spot, complete with an old, old, 

old campfire ring and firewood! 

     All was right with the world. 

Beautiful setting, good friends, no flat 

tires. We set up camp - Allan, Ted and 

Nelson in tents 

and the rest of us 

in our rolling 

hotels - and got 

right into potluck 

prep, just in time 

for a few heavy 

raindrops, 

thunder, 

lightning, then a 

real firehose blast 

of a rain. It 

stopped, we dried 

out as the sun 

was hitting the 

horizon, campfire 

was started and 

the potluck was 

excellent. Again, 

no casualties, just a little unexpected 

water. 

     It should be noted that this was 

Nelson's first trip down this trail, and 

Nick's first time driving it in his 4WD 

Vanagon (!). Even though there are 

several 'attention getter' segments and 

questionable off-camber steep turns on 

this descent, Nick and Nelson made it to 

camp without incident. Everyone agreed 

that Mignon's Suburban picked the right 

place to stop working. Towing it back 

up the trail we had just come down 

would have been a significant challenge. 

     Sunday morning was gorgeous, clear 

skies, hot coffee, a casual breaking of 

camp and the discovery of a very loose 

skid plate underneath my Tundra. On 

closer inspection, it turned out that the 

thoughtful folks at Toyota had stripped 

out the bolts using their air tools when 

changing the oil over the years. Ted 

Kalil came to the rescue with baling 

wire!  A couple of wraps through each 

bolt hole and we were ready to hit the 

road. 

     Up we went, with only minor 

disagreement on whether the trail is 

scarier going down or coming back up. 

All arrived at Cottonwood Pass and off 

we went toward the ridge road. We 

enjoyed the scenic overlook above Laws 

and Bishop (11,400') and rolled on to 

the Schulman Grove where we lunched 

and got a look at the new Ranger Center 

being built, due to open in September. 

(The old one was burned down several 

years ago by a fellow who was taking 

the voices in his head way too 

seriously.) 

     We headed up to Silver Peak and 

switchbacked down Silver Creek 

Canyon, dropping 7,000 feet in six 

miles. The roadside geology is pretty 

outstanding, and sometimes we have 

seen Bighorn sheep on the way down. 

Once past the final water crossing, we 

were back on level ground and joined 

the pavement near the Laws Railroad 

Museum just down the road from 

Bishop. Allan and Ted said goodbye and 

headed on home, but Nelson, Alice, 

Nick, Ariel, Sylvia and I had a good 

look around the museum grounds. There 

is a lot to see! 

     We all said our goodbyes as 

lightning and thunder announced 

another batch of showers on the way. It 

was an excellent trip with great folks. 

Later, Mignon let us know that she 

made it home safely and her mechanic 

sorted out the loose (and also previously 

repaired) wire that threw her truck's 

electrical system into a tailspin.  

     Special thanks again to Axel Heller, 

who originally showed us this trail and 

camp about 25 years ago. Cheers, Jay. 

San Bernardino 
Mountains 

August 10-12 

By Ted Kalil, Prince of 

Precipitation 

W 
hen I arrived at the 

Greenspot Equestrian Group 

Campground Friday 

afternoon, the Nevada pilgrims, Mignon 

Slentz with her brand new Toyota 

4Runner, and Glenn Shaw, were already 

there and set up, along with Jim Proffitt. 

Later we were joined by Marian and 

Neal Johns. Saturday morning Terry 

Ogden arrived, having come to the 

campground Friday evening but left 

after not seeing our campfire. We 

traveled up to Onyx Summit on SH 38, 

then on to Thurman Flats picnic area, 

Relaxing at Camp 

Photo by Allan Wicker 



4    DESERT EXPLORERS 4WD SECTION OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM  NO. 198 SEPTEMBER 2012 

where we met up with Allan Wicker and 

Mal Roode. From there, we went a short 

distance to the start of trail 1S12 where, 

after first making a side trip, Jim Proffitt 

again joined us. Then we headed 

towards the Morton Peak Lookout. 

When we got to a locked gate, though, I 

found that my Forest Service key was of 

no use because there was only a 

combination lock installed. So, we 

weren’t able to look in on the lookout.  

     We then proceeded down 1S13, 

Warm Springs Road, towards the 

bottom rear of Seven Oaks Dam, a very 

large flood control reservoir that had 

hardly any water in it. Another locked 

gate was encountered but this time the 

key worked; we got to the bottom and 

then traveled up the Santa Ana River 

bed heading for the Edison Mill Creek 

Hydroelectric Plant #2 built in the late 

1800s. On the way we saw remains of 

an old aqueduct system. However, we 

were again blocked by a gate which had 

four locks, none of them the right one, 

and had to turn around there. For a 

damsite more info:  

http://

en.wikipedia.org/

wiki/

Seven_Oaks_Dam   

     Back up the hill 

onto 1N12, and 

after traveling 

along that for a 

while we found a 

wide spot for lunch 

in anticipation of 

rain, as clouds were 

forming. 

Afterwards, it did 

rain some and 

continued as we 

went past the 

Thomas Hunting 

Grounds (who was 

Thomas and why was he hunted?) and 

on to Angelus Oaks where the trail 

ended. From there we went back up SH 

Seven Oaks Dam From Distance 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

Just Closed the Gate 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Saturday Lunch 

Photo by Jim Proffitt 

Tight Spot at Clark’s Grade 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Champion Lodgepole Pine 

Photo by Glenn Shaw 
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38, turning off onto 2N93, the 

Wildhorse Road going past Wildhorse 

Meadows. Great views as we climbed 

the mountain, and even better ones as 

we descended on the other side. The 

trail ultimately took us right back to our 

campground, from which Terry later 

departed for home. Allan stayed to 

participate in the terrific potluck dinner 

followed by two delicious Slentz 

Surprises (aka Mignon’s Miracles) for 

dessert. We again had a nice campfire 

that evening - maybe some of the shared 

stories were at least partially true. 

     Next morning we got an earlier start, 

but Jim Proffitt had to leave for home 

leaving six of us. 

It was good to see 

Jim out and about 

after his life 

changing surgery. 

And here I’d 

thought he was 

using a lame 

excuse 

accompanied by a 

photoshopped pic 

not to attend my 

January trip! 

While still in the 

campground, 

there was an 

incident involving 

a fire ring that I 

can’t talk about - I 

tried to get all 

sworn to secrecy 

in the name of the 

Patriot Act and 

National 

Security, but the 

only swear words 

I heard can’t be 

printed here. Next 

we went to 

Moonridge in Big 

Bear and on up 

2N10, Skyline 

Drive, which 

offered us great 

alternating views 

of the Big Bear 

Valley and 

beyond on one 

side and Mt. San 

Gorgonio - Old 

Greyback - on the other. As we were 

traveling, some noticed a smoke plume. 

When we stopped to further observe, we 

tried to call the Forest Service but were 

unsuccessful; no telephone signal, no 

clear satellite signal, and I wasn’t able to 

get radio contact. However, a little 

further on we got phone service, called 

it in, and found that fire crews were 

already on site.  Continuing on to 2N11, 

we came to the Champion Lodgepole 

Pine, the largest in the country. Back up 

and out to the top of 1N54, Clark’s 

Grade, the old original trail to Big Bear 

built as a toll road. Through lack of use 

and maintenance, this historic and 

scenic road was unusable until the San 

Bernardino National Forest OHV 

Volunteers restored it perhaps a dozen 

years ago. When we arrived at the 

bottom near the Seven Oaks Resort, 

Marian and Neal left for Lytle Creek 

while the rest of us went back over 

Onyx Peak, down to Lucerne Valley and 

home.  

     Although it only rained slightly at the 

campground itself, being consistent and 

unchallenged, I retain the highly coveted 

title mentioned in the byline.  

Future Trips 

Redwoods 
Exploratory 

September 15-16 

Leader:  Nelson Miller 

CB: 13 

T 
his is an exploratory trip in the 

Southern Sierras primarily to 

explore the 20 redwood groves 

in the Sequoia National Forest in the 

Southern Sierras. The groves are 

typically off on dirt roads in the forest, 

generally along Highway 190. The 

groves are small, from 15 to 100 

redwoods each. The redwoods are 

located at 5-7,000 feet elevation, so it 

should be relatively cooler. I have not 

pre-run this trip, but will have maps to 

each grove. I intend to take short hikes 

in each grove. We will start in 

Springville on Saturday at 9:00 a.m. and 

end at California Hot Springs Sunday 

afternoon. Saturday night will be 

camping, location still being 

determined. 

     E-mail Nelson Miller at 

nmiller@hogleireland.com, if you are 

interested and for more information. I 

am still developing the plan and 

welcome any input.  

 

Sheriff’s 'copter checking us out 

Photo by Mal Roode 

Lunch at Clark’s Grade 

Photo by Mal Roode 

mailto:nmiller@hogleireland.com
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Utah’s I-70 
Shadow Road 

(M.O.E.) 

September 16-22 
(Travel days are the 16th and 22nd) 

L 
ast March, on a quick trip to 

Moab to see our friends Chris 

and Astrid, Dan and Dick 

observed a 30+ mile long stretch of old 

road(s) that weave through the I-70 

canyon corridor from Salina, UT to the 

Fremont Junction exit. This trail criss-

crosses along and under I-70 as it cuts 

through the Fish Lake National Forest 

and has numerous side routes extending 

from it that will take us into some great 

high-country and fantastic loops. To the 

north lies the Wasatch Plateau and to the 

south lies the Sevier Plateau. The Old 

Spanish Trail cuts through this area as 

does the famous Fish Lake Cut-off of 

the Old Spanish Trail. There are also 

two short tunnels cut through the canyon 

rock that we will get to pass through on 

the old road.  

     This will be a running camp trip and 

you should come prepared with the 

ability to carry 10 extra gallons of 

gasoline as we only have two known 

areas to conveniently get gasoline in the 

area. As some of the camps could be at 

higher elevations, it can get cold at 

night, so come prepared for some 

camping in a colder climate. The MOE 

Camp Coffee Pot will be fired up early 

to help warm up our campers as they get 

ready for the new day. We may also try 

to make a mid-week motel stay for 

showers and such in Richfield.  

     Most of you should plan to travel on 

the 16th as we would like to get started 

early on the journey on the 17th. Dick 

and I plan to travel up to Richfield, UT 

on the 16th and get rooms at pet friendly 

Motel 6 so Buddy has a place to stay. 

[Others may stay at the Motel 6 or 

elsewhere in Richfield as there are lots 

of motels/hotels in town. [Note: We 

have been informed by Ted Kalil that 

this is the same week as a big ATV 

jamboree in Richfield and most if not all 

rooms in Richfield may be booked. Dick 

and I will most likely camp out on the 

16th and meet everyone on the 17th. We 

do not currently know where that camp 

will be as it will be dictated by how 

close we can get to Richfield and find 

some open camping.] On the 17th, we 

will start gathering at the Flying J Travel 

Plaza at Richfield’s I-70 exit 40 at 8:30 

a.m. AZ time (which is the same as CA/

NV DST and 9:30 a.m. UT DST). We 

will depart the Flying J at 9:00 a.m. (AZ 

time). We will then travel the 18 miles 

to Salina and begin the trip by driving 

the full stretch of the old road. Our 

leader’s hood ornament will lead us to 

our first campsite later in the afternoon. 

     Please get these dates on your 

calendar if you want to immerse 

yourself in the fantastic splendor and 

color that is the Utah experience. You 

won’t be disappointed. For planning 

purposes we require an RSVP on this 

trip so send an email to Dan at 

dmess@ctaz.com and/or Dick at 

dickandmouse@aol.com if you want to 

join the trip. 

Afton Canyon and 
Beyond 

October 13-14 

Leader: Nelson Miller 

CB: 13 

I 
ntaglio’s, Indian trail, Spooky 

Canyon, rock arrangements, desert 

megaphone, plank road, Rocky 

Ridge, lava falls, lava tube, and lava 

arch. Thanks to Bill Mann for this trip! 

We will visit sites he describes in Vol. 1 

of his books, pages 1, 2, 8, 10, 15, all of 

the Crucero Area Sites, pages 40-51, 

plus pages 56-57, and Vol. 2, pages 22-

28. Who, what, when, and why? I don’t 

know either, but we can speculate 

together and at least we will know 

where. Where is Sunny? 

     Meet at the Field Road off-ramp of I-

15 (28 miles east of Barstow), south 

side, by the cell tower at 9:00 a.m. We 

will see the Double Circle, Candy Cane 

and Triangles intaglios, visit Field and 

Dunn railroad stops and stop at the 

Indian Trail and sleeping circles on the 

way into Afton Canyon. In Afton 

Canyon, we will stop at Spooky Canyon. 

Then on to Crucero, the desert 

megaphone, and the Malcolm Rogers 

Rock “arrangements.” We will camp at 

Mesquite Springs, which is a dry, 

primitive camp. Plan on happy hour and 

potluck Saturday evening. Sunday 

morning we will visit Sands and the 

plank road (now almost entirely buried 

in the sand) on the way to Jackass 

Canyon and at the top of the ridge, hike 

over to Rocky Ridge, where they took 

wagons down the steep ridge. This is 

only about a ¼ mile from the road. We 

will continue to the lava fields to see the 

cinder cones, lava falls, lava tube and 

end at the lava arch for those that are 

interested. The arch is about a 1.5 mile 

round-trip hike through a sandy wash 

that has both pictographs and 

petroglyphs along the edge of a lava 

flow. There will be plenty of deep, soft 

sand on this trip and some rough spots in 

the lava fields, so make sure you have 

an appropriate vehicle. E-mail Nelson 

Miller at nmiller@hogleireland.com if 

you plan to come and for more info. 

Neal Johns says “fantastic itinerary!” 

Member 
Doings 

2012 Rendezvous 
Auction Report 

By: Steve Marschke 

Y 
es I know it’s rather late but I 

finally got around to compiling 

all of the data from the fund 

raising auction held at this year’s Desert 

Explorer’s Rendezvous in Needles 

California. Bob Jaussaud and I had a bit 

of a dilemma, since both of us were 

scheduled on the incoming trip, neither 

of us would be able to set up. Mary 

Hughes did the honors, many thanks to 

her and her helpers. 

     There were 115 items in the auction 

this year 27 were purchased through the 

“Buy It Now” feature. Although 88 

items were purchased through bidding, 

mailto:nmiller@hogleireland.com
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only 55 had more than 1 bid. The 

overall income was $794.25, for an 

average of $6.91 per item (hope this 

matches with Bob Jacoby’s numbers, if 

not it’s probably due to my handwriting 

interpretation skills or missing bid 

sheets.) The “Most Valuable” award 

goes to the Desert Trash Mirror 

handmade by Mignon Slentz (from bits 

collected on DE trips.) It sold for $57 

and was also the winner in the bidding 

war with 16 total bids. 

Awards 

Volume Buyer: 

 Kristin Proffitt,  12 items 

Big Spender: 

 D McDaniel, $80 total 

Number One Donor: 

 Anonymous (mystery donors) 

 29 items, $164.00 

Number One Donor, 2nd Place:

 Carol Paquette, 16 items, $145.50. 

Minutes 

By Ruth Harder 

Neal & Marian Johns’ Home 

Saturday, July 14, 2012 
 

P 
RESENT:  Neal & Marian Johns, 

Bob Jacoby, Daniel Dick, Bobbi 

Sanchez, Mal & Jean Roode, 

Terry Ogden, Nelson Miller, Dave & 

Debbie Given, Ted Kalil, Tommy 

Perazzo, Glenda Roach, Allan Wicker, 

Emmett & Ruth Harder.  

     Marian introduced our guest, Joe 

Burns, who is a State of California 

Public Health Biologist. Joe passed out 

literature and gave a very informative 

talk about pests (ticks, bed bugs, various 

rodents, etc.) and diseases (Lyme 

disease, Hantavirus) in California. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

     Marian Johns called the meeting to 

order at 11:50 a.m. 

 

REGRETS: 

     Steve & Debbie Marschke, Reda 

Anderson, Charles & Mary Hughes, 

Nan Savage. 

 

ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO 

THE MINUTES: 

     There were no additions or 

corrections to the previous minutes. 

 

Reports:  

Treasurer: Bob Jacoby passed out an 

Income Statement: 
Jan. 1 to July 13, 2012. 

Beginning Balance 1/1/12 $3,279.95 

 

Revenue: 

Newsletter Subscriptions $1,020.00 

Rondy Registration & Meals $1,212.00 

Rondy Silent Auction $  830.75 

Tee Shirt Sales $  644.00 

Bank Rewards  $  100.00 

Total Revenue $3,806.75 

Expenses: 

Newsletter Production Expense   

 $  783.23 

Rondy Expense – Caterer $  864.00 

Rondy Gratuity $  100.00 

Museum Donation $  500.00 

Bank Transfer $  112.00 

Purchase of Tee Shirts $  613.79 

Annual Domain Hosting Fee $  120.00 

Total Expenses $3,093.02 

Net Profit (Loss) $  713.73 

Ending Balance $3,993.68 

Membership: Jean Roode 

     There are 92 current subscriptions. 

Two of those expired in May. 

     There was a short discussion about 

the way members receive the newsletter, 

by regular mail and by e-mail. It was 

decided to not make any changes at this 

time. 

 

Newsletter: Jean Roode 

     Jean asked about acquiring a new 

Excel program to facilitate the 

formatting of the newsletter and the 

mailing labels.  

      After some discussion Ruth Harder 

moved, seconded by Neal Johns, that 

Jean be authorized to purchase a new 

Excel program. The motion carried with 

a unanimous vote. 

 

Website: Debbie 

     Debbie sent an e-mail saying she had 

posted all the photos and trip reports for 

the Rendezvous.  

    She has not had time to work on the 

problem with the archived trip reports 

that are not working correctly. 

 

Museum: There is no additional news 

that is not reported in Desert Tailings. 

 

Trip Coordinator: Mal Roode passed 

out the schedule of upcoming trips. 

 

July 21-22. White Mountains. Leader: 

Jay Lawrence. Contact: E-Mail: 

solariscomm@earthlink.net 

August 10-12. Green Spot Camp - Big 

Bear,  Leader: Ted Kalil. Contact: E-

Mail: tskalil@msn.com 

September 15-16. Redwoods 

Exploratory – Southern Sierras.  Leader: 

Nelson Miller. Contact: E-Mail: 

nmiller@hogleireland.com 

Here’s a photo of Leonard Friedman at 

the start (or end) of Route 66 in down-

town Chicago. He found the sign during 

a brief stop on his 1,600-mile bicycle 

ride from Minneapolis, MN to Washing-

ton, DC. He rode from July 15 to August 

15 with Hazon, an organization support-

ing sustainable food and agriculture 

(http://www.hazon.org/programs/cross-

usa-ride/). While wearing his Desert Ex-

plorers t-shirt, he was actually spotted 

and approached by someone who went 

on a DE trip years ago. It’s a small 

world. After biking 50-90 miles each day 

in the heat, he was happy to come home 

and drive his SUV on the California part 

of Route 66. –Rebecca Friedman 

 

http://www.hazon.org/programs/cross-usa-ride/
http://www.hazon.org/programs/cross-usa-ride/
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October 13-14. Afton Canyon.  Leader: 

Nelson Miller. Contact: E-Mail: 

nmiller@hogleireland.com 

November xxx. Planning for two days 

out of Tehachapi. Leader: Bob Jacoby 

 

Election Committee: 

     Neal Johns reported after all votes 

were counted Ruth Harder has been 

elected our new President. She will 

begin her term at the next meeting. 

 

Rendezvous Site Committee: 

     Ted Kalil reported Debbie Miller had 

suggested looking into a RV park in 

Twentynine Palms. She thinks it would 

be a workable location. Ted has looked 

it up and their price per site is $38 which 

is rather pricey. After discussion it was 

decided this would require a lot of 

negotiating to get them down to a better 

price. 

     Neal Johns said he had talked with 

Bob Fulton from Zzyzx Springs. There 

is a $16 fee per person per night for 

rooms – this includes everyone 

regardless of where they stay. They have 

their own caterer, a dining room that 

may be big enough for us. Don’t know 

yet what meal costs would be. There are 

lots of places for day trips. 

     After much discussion it was decided 

Zzyzx sounded like it would be a good 

location. We should get more 

information concerning meals, room for 

silent auction, etc.  

 

Old Business:  

     Ted Kalil brought to our attention a 

few changes that should be made in the 

Organization Fine Print in the 

newsletter. After discussion Ted said he 

would make the changes and send them 

to Jean. 
 

New Business: 

     There was no new business. 

     There was general discussion about 

the various duties and time involved for 

the people responsible in the production 

and mailing of such a well-done 

newsletter.  

     Much appreciation was voiced to 

Joan McGovern-White for all her behind

-the-scenes work that we all take for 

granted.  

 

Next Meeting: 

     Saturday, September 8, 2012 at 11:00 

a.m. at Allan and Ding Wicker’s home. 

Potluck. 

     The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 

p.m. 

Jay’s misspent youth: 

     Grew up in Newport when it was just 

bean fields and vacant lots. 

     Raced sailboats from age 7, lived in 

the water most of the time. Moved up to 

ocean racing yachts as a teenager, raced 

up and down the coast of California and 

Mexico. 

     Started camping and hiking in 

California (desert, local mountains and 

the Sierras) and Baja as a Boy Scout 

around 1962 or so… 

     Threw papers, became an Eagle 

scout, painted houses, was a fry cook, 

chased girls, discovered cars, learned to 

fix Jaguars and Volkswagens, was a 

gopher in a car dealership, taught 

sailing, went to college, moved to Long 

Beach. 

 

His checkered adulthood: 

     Dodged the draft, was a hippie, 

graduated, traveled throughout Baja, 

mainland Mexico and Central America. 

Met my true love Sylvia. Stopped 

chasing girls. 

     Survived the sixties, veteran of many,
 many, many Grateful Dead shows. 

     Worked as a graphic designer in an 

ad agency, a creative director for a 

communications development house, 

owned a design firm, and currently  

does contract interactive and print work 

for several electronics and auto 

manufacturers.   

Backroad exploring: 

     Stumbled across the Backroad 

Explorers in 1987, met Bob Jaussaud 

and Neal “Trust Me” Johns and it has been 

an adventure ever since. Did a few years 

as liaison to the Sierra Club for the 

group, put together the newsletter for 

about six years. 
 

Vehicles:  

     Wore out, broke and re-broke a 

Dodge van (8 years) and a Jeep CJ-7 (20 

years) on backroads. Currently living 

the high life with a 4WD Tundra pickup. 

Plus a long list of passenger vehicles… 

 

Currently: 

     Still enjoys travel and exploration all 

over, but Mexico and the Sierras still top 

his list. Welcomes any chance to see 

new places, learn new things and try 

new foods. 

     Still a hippie. Still a music lover. Still 

with Sylvia after 37 years (33 under 

contract). They have two beautiful girls 

(grown and on their own), one great son 

in law and one exceptionally beautiful 

nine month old granddaughter, Alice. 

Trip Leader Focus—Jay Lawrence 

Photo by Allan Wicker 

jlawrence
Typewritten Text
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Don Putnam 
1917-2012 

Desert Explorer Emeritus  

Photos taken by Jim Proffitt at the 2008 Desert Explorers Rendezvous held n Shoshone, California 
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Desert Explorers Trip Schedule 

September 15-16 Southern Most Redwoods Miller 

October 13-14 Afton Canyon Miller 

November 3-? Tehachapi Area (One or Two-Day Trip) Bob Jacoby 

March 1-3 2012 Desert Explorers Rendezvous 
 

Contact Mal Roode at malroode@gmail.com if you are interested in leading a trip. 

M.O.E. Trip Schedule 

September 16-22 Utah’s I-70 Shadow Road Messersmith/Taylor 

October 20 Dolan Springs/National Trail Days Messersmith/Taylor 

October 21 Route 66-Pica Camp/Ashfork Loop Messersmith/Taylor 

November 12-16 Pahrump, NV Messersmith/Taylor 

Where Am I? 
Here are the Solution and Winners for August. Location: 15 miles directly north of Yuma, AZ . Winners: Mal Roode, James 
Proffitt, Homer Meek and Jay Lawrence. Bob Peltzman is lost again. “Where am I? Bob went right when everyone else went 
left, and is completely lost. Send your guess as to where he is to Bob at bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word “lost” in the 
subject), and he will send me the names of people who correctly guess the location along with a different lost map to publish in 
another newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is in such as “The southern part of Death Valley near 
the Devil’s Golf Course.” 

Thank You! 
Thank you to all our subscribers who have renewed their 

subscription this past month. 

Next Meeting 

Saturday, September 8 

11:00 a.m. 

Potluck 

Allan and Ding Wicker 

1430 Sitka 

Claremont, CA 

Phone 909-445-0082 

(Directions to the Wicker’s 

were printed in the August 

issue of the DE Newsletter.) 
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DESERT EXPLORERS NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a check 

for $20.00 made out to: Mojave River Valley Museum to Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain Avenue, Highland, CA 92346 

Name  Spouse  

Address  Children  

City  State  Zip  

Home Phone ( )  E-Mail   

Cell Phone ( )  Ham Call Sign   

I want the DE Newsletter sent by: 

         Email PDF (must provide email address above)            Mail           Both—Email PDF (must provide email address above) and Mail  

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application  
Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 

270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 ● Phone (760) 256-5452 

Family – Annual ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $25.00 

Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount 
on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities. 

Individual – Annual -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $20.00 

Name  Spouse  Children  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Phone ( )  E-Mail  

OUR FEARFUL LEADERSOUR FEARFUL LEADERS  
NAME KNOWN AS ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP HOME PH. CELL PH. E-MAIL 

Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net  
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville California 92392 760-956-1776 951-830-2908 daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley Street Ridgecrest California  93555 760-375-6169 775-537-7717 bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316   sjhsn@verizon.net 
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316 760-217-7555 sjhsn@verizon.net 
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave. San Bernardino California 92407 909-887-3436 909-260-7189 echco@verizon.net 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Road Duarte California 91010 626-893-0321 626-893-3266 famheller@msn.com 
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Court Hemet California 92544 951-306-4464 951-927-6476 vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Bob Jacoby Treasurer 2245 Wellesley Avenue Los Angeles California 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net 
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley Arizona 86446-5279 818-585-6468  joeso@lonepinetv.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley California 86446-5279 760-876-9227  joeso@lonepinetv.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson & Neal Keeper 13825 Lytle Grove Lane Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 13825 Lytle Grove Lane Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete 22170 Moonbeam Trail   Apple Valley California 92308 760-240-0406 760-985-6307 tskalil@msn.com  
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Avenue Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Marilyn Martin Editor Emeritus P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 760-641-1483 mjmartin@dslextreme.com 
Debbie Miller Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862 951-316-6545   stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor 33624A Winston Way Temecula California 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86409 928-757-8953  928-715-0579 dmess@ctaz.com 
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave. North Hollywood California 91606-2022 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
John Page Trip Coordinator Emeriitus, Aridologist 3675 Gingerwood Court Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 805-660-1218  jppage@roadrunner.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Court Westlake Village California 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767  malroode@gmail.com 
Jean Roode Subscription & Newsletter Editor 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767 909-534-3822 DENewsltr@gmail.com 
Nan Savage Xterra Terror 12354 Sarah Street Studio City California 91604 818-766-0401  nansavage@sbcglobal.net 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu  
Richard/Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P. O. Box 412 Yermo California 92398 760-254-3997 406-291-1448 lahapel@yahoo.com 
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P. O. Box 68 Blue Diamond Nevada 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com 
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 909-730-0137 annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker DE Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786 allan.wicker@verizon.net 

tel:%28951%29757-3128
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DESERT EXPLORERS 
OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM 
Jean Roode 
7014 Mountain Avenue 
Highland, CA  92346 

Deadline fo
r submission in th

e October N
ewsle

tter is
 September 1

0th 

 

**FLASH** 

Check your subscrip
tion date to

 see if y
ou need to

 re
new!!! 




