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Trip Reports 

Wandering 
Around in Anza 

Borrego 

March 23-25 

By: Debbie Miller-Marschke 

 

O 
ur group came together on 

Friday March 23, 2012, meeting 

at the Borrego Springs traffic 

circle / park known as Christmas Circle. 

Steve and I met up with Allan Wicker, 

Terry Ogden, Nan Savage and her 

daughter Kathryn, Larry Boerio, and 

Alan & Karen Hodes (with doggies 

Scruffy & Shadow).  

     Before meeting up with the group, 

we had determined that the wildflowers 

were not yet blooming in Coyote 

Canyon. We motored south of Borrego 

Springs on the highway, leaving the 

pavement of Highway 78 into Mine 

Wash. We stopped and poked around 

the area of the Indian Village site, where 

aboriginal peoples had used the 

surrounding rock formations as morteros 

and grinding stones. Many grinding 

slicks and mortero holes gave testimony 

that this was a preferred food processing 

site for the native peoples who called 

these lands “home” for thousands of 

years. The ethnographic data calls these 

Indian people the “Kumeyaay”, whom 

favored a base camp style of residency 

(note that their northern neighbors were 
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the Cahuilla). From what I had read, the 

Kumeyaay favored Mine Gulch due to 

its diversity in plant and animal life. 

This diversity is still very much in 

evidence today. Our group enjoyed the 

abundant variety of plants and cacti 

here, with the Ocotillos in full bloom 

and some agaves beginning to bloom as 

well. Many of the group were seemingly 

stalked by the chollas (cactus), which 

required careful placement of our feet as 

we explored this special  garden. Our 

group wheeled over to the nearby Plum 

Canyon. There were some light 

showings of wildflowers here, and we 

observed Bigelow monkey flowers, 

phacelia, purple mat, desert star, 

popcorn flower, pincushion, chia, 

Canterbury bell, and chuparosa. It was 

at one of our stops here that Larry 

Boerio asked what I was referring to by 

the term “Belly Flower”? I pointed at 

the sand near his feet, and explained that 

the belly flowers were ones in bloom 

that were so 

small, one must 

get down upon 

the belly to 

enjoy them. 

Larry thought I 

was kidding…

but he bent 

down on his 

knees and took 

a look for 

himself. I think 

this was one of 

my favorite trip 

moments, was 

hearing Larry 

exclaim in 

delight “Oh my 

God, there is a 

whole world 

down here, I 

had no idea!” 

Larry spent the 

rest of this 

stopover bent 

close to the 

ground, 

counting flower 

varieties. He 

found more 

kinds than he 

had fingers to 

count upon. 

Plum Canyon was so picturesque and 

pleasing that we decided to camp near 

the back end of the route.  

     Our group spread out, and we chose 

the camp’s firepit area. Anza Borrego 

requires firepits to be within metal 

containers, so Steve had brought some 

scrap metal leftover from dismantling a 

dishwasher, which worked great. We 

had a pleasant dinner, and we had fun 

watching Nan & Kathryn cook hot dogs 

over the open flames. Allan Wicker was 

coaxed into reading aloud the historical 

account of  Juan Bautista De Anza’s 

journey across Anza Borrego in 

December of 1775. This was another 

one of my favorite memories of the trip. 

Allan read, while also trying not to 

laugh, the account of  De Anza allowing 

Christmas Eve to be celebrated with 

rowdy heavy drinking (quote from 

material) “Father Font was furious. He 

sought De Anza to say, ‘well, sir I wish 

to say that it does not seem appropriate 

to me to celebrate the birth of the infant 

Jesus by getting drunk’. De Anza just 

shrugged” Allan stopped a second, 

pointing out that it was quite an 

interesting reaction for a trip leader to 

display after enduring a life threatening 

journey…to just shrug as if to say 

“whatta ya gonna do?” This was quite 

hilarious! 
The Slot 

Photo by Debbie Miller-Marschke 

The Wind Caves 

Photo by Debbie Miller-Marschke 
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     We had a leisurely morning after a 

quiet night’s sleep, leaving camp about 

9:30 a.m. We almost lost our 10% 

allowance when Nan’s vehicle displayed 

a “mystery light” (we had a hard time 

figuring out what it really meant). It was 

the consensus that the warning light was 

not a serious problem. We took to the 

highway and left the pavement again 

near Buttes Pass. Most of the group 

hiked through the area known as “The 

Slot”, which is a very narrow, twisty, 

intriguing slot canyon carved into the 

land here. It is a very popular spot, but 

nonetheless interesting. A fun side trip 

for all who ventured through.  

     We then headed southeast through 

Ocotillo Wells, where none of the DE 

group could resist a quick ice cream /

snack purchase at the camper’s store 

there. We entered Fish Creek Canyon 

around mid-day and thoroughly admired 

the high walls and narrow spots our 

group traversed. If you haven’t been 

here yet, you need to check it out! Our 

group stopped and lunched at the Wind 

Caves. Ample time was allowed, and 

some of the DE hiked up to the Wind 

Caves, which is a collection of rock 

formations that have been sculpted and 

pocked by the wind.  The wind caves, as 

it turns out, was over-run by a pack of 

Boy Scouts at the time. They were 

crawling all over the rocks like a bunch 

of angry ants. The Fish Creek Wash was 

followed all the way back to Sandstone 

Canyon. Knowing that this route was 

leading to a dead end, we drove right in 

to one of my personal favorite spots in 

Anza Borrego. The canyon is an easy 

drive, but the reddish sandstone walls 

twist and become increasingly narrow. 

Driving in Sandstone Canyon is a 

delightful and wondrous experience, 

which was enjoyed by the entire group. 

We encountered another group near the 

end when we reached the turn around 

point, but they were friendly. We 

conversed with them, admiring the 

canyon, for a brief driving break.  

     Upon exiting Sandstone Wash, 

continuing north we entered Olla Wash 

which is an entirely different experience 

altogether from that of nearby Sandstone 

Canyon. This canyon displays unique 

rock strata, which is uplifted and 

displaced in sheer walls to the north. 

Very colorful and photogenic. As we 

continued, the canyon faces morphed 

into mud palisades, which resemble 

castle walls like the ones we all made as 

children with drip-sand at the beach. The 

scenery was so mesmerizing that we 

decided to camp here for the night. We 

bade farewell to Terry Ogden, who 

needed to be home that evening to see 

his daughter off to college. In typical 

fashion, the DE potluck was spread out 

and miraculously balanced with entrees, 

salad, cut fruit and dessert. We enjoyed 

 

Larry Discovers Belly Flowers 

Olla Wash Camp 

Photo by Debbie Miller-Marschke 

Photo by Debbie Miller-Marschke 
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Photo by Marian Johns 

another fine evening of camaraderie and 

restful sleep, disturbed only by a 

hooting owl. Morning arrived with 

overcast cloud cover. We exited Fish 

Creek Wash the same way we came in, 

taking a side trip into Oyster Shell 

Wash. I was looking for a large shelf of 

fossilized oyster shells, which I was 

unable to locate this time. Nonetheless, 

ambling around the many washes of 

Anza Borrego is always a rewarding 

day of mystery and discovery. We had 

succeeded in two and a half days with a 

feast for the eyes and senses. We took 

our last lunch break at the trailhead for 

the Elephant Trees. Allan Wicker 

marched out ahead, having already had 

lunch. Steve, Larry, and I opted to take 

the hike to the Elephant trees as well, 

meeting up with Allan who was coming 

back lamenting that he had taken a 

wrong turn and didn’t see the elusive 

trees. We paid heed to Allan’s warning 

about the confusing trail, and finally 

reached the unique tree (there was only 

one here). Elephant Trees are only 

found in this part of Anza Borrego in 

California as all others are in Mexico. 

Then I declared that our trip was 

officially over, because we had “seen 

the Elephant”! 

Future Trips 

San Bernardino 
Mountains 

August 10-12 

Leader:  Ted Kalil 

CB: 13; Ham: 145.535 

W 
e have the Green Spot 

Equestrian Group 

Campground near Onyx 

Summit again this year. That site has 

fire rings, vault toilets (including a 

double where you can enjoy the 

company of a friend), plenty of space, 

and is ours exclusively for the time 

we’re there.  

     This time we’ll do different trails, 

more to the south and west of the 

campground. If open, we’ll run the trail 

near Seven Oaks Dam where an original 

Edison power plant, the Santa Ana 

River Hydroelectric #1 still exists. All 

trails will be easy (green) to moderate 

(blue), but please bring a good ground 

clearance 4 wheel drive vehicle to avoid 

surprises. 

     Friday night we’ll be on our own for 

dinner; Saturday night pot luck. At meal 

time or thereabouts, how about sharing 

a story about your best, worst (feel free 

to use mine) or most unusual camping 

trip? No prizes, but lots of sympathy or 

envy should be available. Please bring 

some firewood if you can. 

   For those who have signed up, 

Relaxing in Camp 

Photo by Debbie Miller-Marschke 

Weenie Roast! 

Photo by Debbie Miller-Marschke 
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preferably by email to 

tskalil@msn.com, I’ll forward 

directions to the campsite about two 

weeks beforehand. There is technically 

an 8 vehicle limit that can stay at the 

campsite but I don’t think that’s actually 

monitored, and there isn’t a limit on our 

trail runs. 

Flagstaff Summer 
Exploration 

(M.O.E.) 

August 10-18 

W 
e are expanding our 

exploration of ARIZONA 

with a RV/tent base camp 

during the dates designated. Dick has a 

campsite selected for us northwest of 

Flagstaff in the Coconino National 

Forest. From there we will fan out to see 

some of the sites in and around 

Flagstaff, including some of the more 

known attractions.  

     Dick has provided this preview for 

you. “Come join MOE for a day or two 

or for the whole week, We will be 

camping in the forest off Hwy. 180 a 

little northwest of Flagstaff. The camp 

site is good for RV's, trailers or tents 

and is in the cool pine forest around 

7000 ft. elevation. We will be making 

day trips into the surrounding areas. 

Some of the highlights will be: a run to 

Grand Falls on the Little Colorado River 

in the Navajo Reservation, a chance to 

ride the ski lift to the top of the San 

Francisco Peaks, dining at Black Bart's 

with all their singing waiters and 

waitresses; plus lots of forest service 

roads to explore.” 

     For planning purposes we require an 

RSVP on this trip so send an email to 

Dan at dmess@ctaz.com and/or Dick at 

dickandmouse@aol.com if you want to 

join the trip. 

     This should be a nice reprieve from 

the summer heat here in the lower 

elevations, so come on out and cool off 

in part of one of Arizona’s great 

Ponderosa pine forests. We look 

forward to seeing you in August. 

Redwoods 
Exploratory 

September 15-16 

Leader:  Nelson Miller 

CB: 13 

T 
his is an exploratory trip in the 

Southern Sierras primarily to 

explore the 20 redwood groves 

in the Sequoia National Forest in the 

Southern Sierras. The groves are 

typically off on dirt roads in the forest, 

generally along Highway 190. The 

groves are small, from 15 to 100 

redwoods each. The redwoods are 

located at 5-7,000 feet elevation, so it 

should be relatively cooler. I have not 

pre-run this trip, but will have maps to 

each grove. I intend to take short hikes 

in each grove. We will start in 

Springville on Saturday at 9:00 a.m. and 

end at California Hot Springs Sunday 

afternoon. Saturday night will be 

camping, place still being determined. 

     E-mail Nelson Miller at 

nmiller@hogleireland.com, if you are 

interested and for more information. I 

am still developing the plan and 

welcome any input.  

Utah’s I-70 
Shadow Road 

(M.O.E.) 

September 16-22 
(Travel days are the 16th and 22nd) 

L 
ast March, on a quick trip to 

Moab to see our friends Chris 

and Astrid, Dan and Dick 

observed a 30+ mile long stretch of old 

road(s) that weave through the I-70 

canyon corridor from Salina, UT to the 

Fremont Junction exit. This trail criss-

crosses along and under I-70 as it cuts 

through the Fish Lake National Forest 

and has numerous side routes extending 

from it that will take us into some great 

high-country and fantastic loops. To the 

north lies the Wasatch Plateau and to the 

south lies the Sevier Plateau. The Old 

Spanish Trail cuts through this area as 

does the famous Fish Lake Cut-off of 

the Old Spanish Trail. There are also 

two short tunnels cut through the 

canyon rock that we will get to pass 

through on the old road.  

     This will be a running camp trip and 

you should come prepared with the 

ability to carry 10 extra gallons of 

gasoline as we only have two known 

areas to conveniently get gasoline in the 

area. As some of the camps could be at 

higher elevations, it can get cold at 

night, so come prepared for some 

camping in a colder climate. The MOE 

Camp Coffee Pot will be fired up early 

to help warm up our campers as they get 

ready for the new day. We may also try 

to make a mid-week motel stay for 

showers and such in Richfield.  

     Most of you should plan to travel on 

the 16th as we would like to get started 

early on the journey on the 17th. Dick 

and I plan to travel up to Richfield, UT 

on the 16th and get rooms at pet friendly 

Motel 6 so Buddy has a place to stay. 

[Others may stay at the Motel 6 or 

elsewhere in Richfield as there are lots 

of motels/hotels in town. [Note: We 

have been informed by Ted Kalil that 

this is the same week as a big ATV 

jamboree in Richfield and most if not all 

rooms in Richfield may be booked. Dick 

and I will most likely camp out on the 

16th and meet everyone on the 17th. We 

do not currently know where that camp 

will be as it will be dictated by how 

close we can get to Richfield and find 

some open camping.] On the 17th, we 

will start gathering at the Flying J 

Travel Plaza at Richfield’s I-70 exit 40 

at 8:30 a.m. AZ time (which is the same 

as CA/NV DST and 9:30 a.m. UT 

DST). We will depart the Flying J at 

9:00 a.m. (AZ time). We will then travel 

the 18 miles to Salina and begin the trip 

by driving the full stretch of the old 

road. Our leader’s hood ornament will 

lead us to our first campsite later in the 

afternoon. 

     Please get these dates on your 

calendar if you want to immerse 

yourself in the fantastic splendor and 

color that is the Utah experience. You 

won’t be disappointed. For planning 

purposes we require an RSVP on this 

mailto:tskalil@msn.com
mailto:nmiller@hogleireland.com
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trip so send an email to Dan at 

dmess@ctaz.com and/or Dick at 

dickandmouse@aol.com if you want to 

join the trip. 

Afton Canyon and 
Beyond 

October 13-14 

Leader: Nelson Miller 

CB: 13 

I 
ntaglio’s, Indian trail, Spooky 

Canyon, rock arrangements, desert 

megaphone, plank road, Rocky 

Ridge, lava falls, lava tube, and lava 

arch. Thanks to Bill Mann for this trip! 

We will visit sites he describes in 

Volume 1 of his books, pages 1, 2, 8, 

10, 15, all of the Crucero Area Sites, 

pages 40-51, plus pages 56-57, and 

Volume 2, pages 22-28. Who, what, 

when, and why? I don’t know either, but 

we can speculate together and at least 

we will know where. Where is Sunny? 

     Meet at the Field Road off-ramp of I-

15 (28 miles east of Barstow), south 

side, by the cell tower at 9:00 a.m. We 

will see the Double Circle, Candy Cane 

and Triangles intaglios, visit Field and 

Dunn railroad stops and stop at the 

Indian Trail and sleeping circles on the 

way into Afton Canyon. In Afton 

Canyon, we will stop at Spooky 

Canyon. Then on to Crucero, the desert 

megaphone, and the Malcolm Rogers 

Rock “arrangements.” We will camp at 

Mesquite Springs, which is a dry, 

primitive camp. Plan on happy hour and 

potluck Saturday evening. Sunday 

morning we will visit Sands and the 

plank road (now almost entirely buried 

in the sand) on the way to Jackass 

Canyon and at the top of the ridge, hike 

over to Rocky Ridge, where they took 

wagons down the steep ridge. This is 

only about a ¼ mile from the road. We 

will continue to the lava fields to see the 

cinder cones, lava falls, lava tube and 

end at the lava arch for those that are 

interested. The arch is about a 1.5 mile 

round-trip hike through a sandy wash 

that has both pictographs and 

petroglyphs along the edge of a lava 

flow. There will be plenty of deep, soft 

sand on this trip and some rough spots 

in the lava fields, so make sure you have 

an appropriate vehicle. E-mail Nelson 

Miller at nmiller@hogleireland.com if 

you plan to come and for more 

information.  

Member 
Doings 

A Short History 

of the 

Desert Explorers 
 

By Bob Jaussaud 
 

T 
he Desert Explorers of the 

Mojave River Valley Museum 

came into being early in 1995. 

The first Desert Explorer Newsletter 

was published April/May 1995 and the 

leaders listed included:  Sue & I, Bill 

Neill, Neal & Marian Johns, Bob 

Martin, Jay Lawrence, Ann Fulton, Ken 

Sears, Betty Wallin, and Anne Duffield 

& George Stoll. These are the folks who 

brought the Desert Explorers into being. 

Within two months their leadership 

ranks had swelled to include: Tom 

Church, Allen Romspert and Dwight 

Stroud. 

     The Desert Explorers could be 

considered a reincarnation of the Sierra 

Club Backroad Explorers minus the 

Sierra Club. When the California Desert 

Bill was passed in 1994, without the 

needed refinements that the Backroad 

Explorers worked for and supported, 

many members of the Backroad 

Explorers resigned from the Sierra Club. 

This group would become the core of 

the Desert Explorers. At the start of 

1995, Bill Neill approached me (as the 

Head Rabble-Rouser) and suggested 

that, instead of allowing our group to 

disintegrate, we might find a parent 

organization other than the Sierra Club. 

When asked where we might find such 

an organization, Bill suggested the 

Mojave River Valley Museum. Bill even 

went so far as to get us on the agenda 

for their next management meeting. We 

had a strong showing from our core 

group, which included several key folks 

(like Bob & Marilyn Martin) who had 

previously refused to join us while we 

were affiliated with the Sierra Club. 

     The Mojave River Valley Museum 

already had an outings organization, the 

"Mojave River Explorers", headed by 

Bill Mann. We weren't sure just how the 

maverick Backroad Explorers would fit 

in, but Bill was very much in favor of 

our joining the museum. He pointed out 

that his trips were almost all base camp 

oriented, where participants would 

"camp" in their trailers or motor homes 

at a pre-designated site. The Backroad 

Explorers, on the other hand, had 

usually used "running camps"  where 

they slept in the back of their 4x4's or 

tents. Camps would pretty much be 

where "happy hour" found them. Bill 

Mann felt the museum would benefit 

from two distinct outings groups. Also, 

by then Bill's outings had become so 

popular that he was looking for 

alternatives to suggest. As it turned out, 

many museum members participated 

with both groups, so Bill's outings only 

grew. Bill was ably assisted by Gene 

Stoops, who eventually took over the 

Mojave River Explorers outings. 

     Since technically the Sierra Club had 

the rights to the "Backroad Explorers" 

name, we renamed ourselves the "Desert 

Explorers." Bill Mann's support of the 

new "Desert Explorers of the Mojave 

River Valley Museum" was crucial. 

From the beginning, it was a wonderful 

relationship with Bill and it is still a 

wonderful relationship with the Mojave 

River Valley Museum today. Hopefully, 

the Desert Explorers will remain viable 

for a long, long time. 

     Note: I have written a history of the 

Backroad Explorers from their inception 

in 1987 to the passage of the Desert Bill 

in 1994. It is fairly lengthy. If you are 

interested in obtaining a free copy, 

email joeso@lonepinetv.com 
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G 
lenn Shaw’s heritage goes back 

to southern Utah where his 

family settled after coming west 

with a Mormon wagon train in the 

1860’s. He was born in Salt Lake City 

Utah and at the age of twelve moved to 

Las Vegas in 1956. He graduated from 

Las Vegas High School in 1962 and at 

this time was busy helping plan his 50 

year class reunion. 

     With tourism being the major 

industry in Las Vegas he naturally 

graduated into that profession until his 

retirement in 2005. For ten years he was 

the operations manager for a Destination 

Management Company doing 

customized tour packages for Las Vegas 

bound groups. After that he worked in 

sales marketing for various companies 

that included Greyline Sightseeing 

Tours, Thrifty Car Rental and as hotel 

sales manager for the old Hacienda 

Hotel that was imploded. The Mandalay 

Bay occupies that space now. In 1989 he 

was hired by the Las Vegas Convention 

and Visitors Authority to open, staff and 

initiate a visitor center program for the 

five visitor centers to be built on the 

gateway highways into Las Vegas. For 

several years he traveled the U.S. 

participating in tourism industry trade 

shows and events to promote tourism to 

southern Nevada. His last job before 

retirement was with Nevada 

Commission on Tourism working on 

tourism programs to promote travel to 

rural Nevada. 

     With a life long interest in Nevada 

history Glenn has been active in several 

related organizations. He served as Vice 

President of the Southern Nevada 

Historical Assoc., Treasurer for the 

Preservation Association Clark County 

to preserve historic architecture. He has 

been an active member of Archaeo 

Nevada and Nevada Archaeological 

Association. With these groups he has 

worked on archaeological digs at 

Anasazi sites on the Muddy River in 

Overton NV and the Mormon Fort in 

Las Vegas. He recently attended a site 

steward training program to be qualified 

to monitor sensitive archaeological sites. 

     For the past thirty years he has been 

happily living in Blue Diamond NV, the 

next waterhole stop out from Las Vegas 

on the Old Spanish Trail. Living next to 

the spring he found several Indian and 

pioneer artifacts on his property. With 

interest in the Old Spanish Trail he 

attended a trail seminar at Zzyzx where 

he met Neal Johns on a field trip where 

he and Neal and Leo Lyman hiked from 

Emigrant Pass to Resting Springs 

looking for the original alignment of the 

Spanish Trail. During this time Neal told 

him of the Desert Explorers and that’s 

how he became a member. 

Trip Leader Focus 

N 
elson Miller has volunteered to 

lead trips in the coming 

months, including a trip in 

October through Afton Canyon and 

beyond. This trip will reflect his 

interests in geology and the natural 

wonders of our world as well as early 

man in the Mojave.   

     Nelson joined Desert Explorers a 

couple of years ago and has participated 

in a number of trips since then, as well 

as two trips with Dan and Dick with 

MOE. He has explored Southern 

California and southern Utah Mountain 

and desert areas for 45 years, frequently 

with his sister, Ellen Miller, or on his 

own. For 25 years, his primary vehicle 

was a Jeep Cherokee, but it has been a 4

-Runner for the last 5 years. In his 

younger days, a vehicle was just a 

means of getting to his destination for 

hiking and backpacking. As he gets 

older, he says he drives more and hikes 

less. The high meadows of the Sierras 

and Rockies and slot canyons and slick 

rock of southern Utah are still among his 

favorites. This summer, Nelson and 

Ellen spent a week exploring around 

Ouray, CO. They reported that the 

scenery was spectacular! 

     Nelson’s day job is providing urban 

planning and environmental consulting 

services to cities, counties, and 

developers. He assists cities and 

counties with preparation of General 

Plans, Development Codes, and 

development processing and assists 

developers with master planning and 

securing permits and entitlements. 

     Nelson will be retiring in the next 

year or two, when he hopes to tour the 

U.S.A., visiting as many of the National 

Parks as practical. One of his first trips 

will be driving to Alaska and exploring 

that great state. He is seeking fellow 

travelers! 

Glenn Shaw 

Nelson Miller 
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Peter Austin pj.austin2@verizon.net 

Bryan Babineau Bryan_Babineau@yahoo.com 

Bill Baird wlliam.baird@verizon.net 

Craig Baker seahawk190@mail.com 

Bruce Barnett bns.barnett@sbcglobal.net 

H. S. Barsam hbarsam@comcast.net 

Ted Berger berger200@comcast.net 

Larry Boerio larrybemail@yahoo.com 

Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net 

June Box j.box@att.net 

David Bullock eecue@eecue.com 

Rick Cords rcords@roadrunner.com 

Robert J. Day kd22@cox.net 

Marten DeGroot martendegroot@yahoo.com 

Daniel Dick helvetica@earthlink.net 

Bert Eddins aseddins@msn.com 

Leonard Friedman l.friedman@att.net 

George Gilster carol10040@gmail.com 

David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com  

Bill Gossett bandbgossett@verizon.net 

Sunny Hansen sjhsn@verizon.net 

Jerry Harada jkh357.sbcglobal.net 

Emmett Harder echco@verizon.net 

Terry Hardwicke thardwicke@charter.net 

Alan Heller famheller@msn.com 

Vicki Hill vlanehill@verizon.net 

Alan Hodes alanstvl@yahoo.com 

Charles Hughes  mhach@juno.com 

Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@att.net 

Bob Jaussaud joeso@lonepinetv.com 

Neal Johns aridneal@gmail.com 

Ted Kalil tskalil@msn.com 

Jim Kay jkay13@ca.rr.com 

Richard Kenney kenneyrc@sbcglobal.net 

Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net 

Ron Lipari rlipari@conejo.k12.ca.us 

Cheryl Mangin ldynithawk@citlink.net 

Steve Marschke stevemarschke@gmail.com 

Marilyn Martin mjmartin@dslextreme.com 

Dave McFarland jd_mcfarland@att.net 

Joan McGovern-White  jmcgw@verizon.net 

Homer Meek k6hkt@arrl.net 

Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com 

Ron Midlikoski midlikoski@verizon.net 

Debbie Miller dmiller@guideone.com 

Ellen Miller emiller@xanterra.com 

Nelson Miller nmiller@hogleireland.com 

Chuck Mitchell candkmitchell@att.net 

Robert M. Monsen monsensgu@infowest.com 

Jeanne Murrin duncowgirledup@yahoo.com 

Robert M. Myers bobjeeper@yahoo.com  

Deborah Nakamoto sky-horse@att.net 

Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net 

Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net 

Carl Noah ncnoah2@yahoo.com 

Terry Ogden togden@cox.net 

John Page jppage@roadrunner.com 

Mel Patterson  pattermr@yahoo.com 

Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com 

Jim Proffitt jamesproffitt@mac.com 

Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com 

Fred Raab fredric@fredricraab.com 

Bob Rodemeyer chiefrodey@ca.rr.com 

Ana M. Romero amromero@ymail.com 

Jean Roode denewsltr@gmail.com 

Malcolm Roode malroode@gmail.com 

Ron Ross rgrossjr @jpl.nasa.gov 

Daniel Ruops danielruops@mac.com 

Nan Savage nansavage@sbcglobal.net 

Sherry Schmidt sierranv21@aol.com 

Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu 

Glen Shaw desert.wanderer@hotmail.com 

Stan Sholik ssholik@cox.net 

Danny Siler danny@mathieuco.com 

Mignon Slentz mignonslentz@gmail.com 

Joan Steiner joansteiner@cox.net 

Anne Stoll annestoll@verizon.net 

George Stoll agstoll@csupomona.edu 

Gene Stoops genebevs@msn.com 

Donald Sweinhartt ecv1069@earthlink.net 

Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com 

Bob Thille grthille@yahoo.com 

Lesley Thornburg lthornburg@cadizinc.com 

Loren Upton upton.patricia@gmail.com 

Mike Vollmert mvollmert805@gmail.com 

Cliff Walker  cjwalker@mindspring.com 

Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com 

Al Walter a.walter@cox.net 

James Watson jwatson444@yahoo.com 

Genmary Wentworth genmaryelnar@yahoo.com 

Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net 

Bob Wieting b.wieting@mac.com 

Bob Younger bobyounger@verizon.net 

CURRENT DESERT EXPLORERS WITH EMAIL 

Mark Your Calendars for these DE Events!!! 
 

 2012 Annual Christmas Party, December 15 at the Wicker’s 

 2013 Annual Rendezvous—March 1, 2, 3 in Zzyzx 

Fall Calendar—Fall is always the time to be out in the desert! 
 

Oct. 20: Old Spanish Trail Day, Shoshone 

Oct. 26-28: Beatty Days (Beatty, Nevada) 

Nov. 2-4: Shoshone Old West Days and History Talks (Shoshone 

Museum Event) 

Nov. 2-4: Wild and Scenic Film Festival – an Amargosa Conservancy 

event 

Nov. 4: New Visitors Center Grand Opening, Death Valley 

Nov. 7-11: Death Valley ‘49ers Encampment 

Nov. 10: Firehouse Fling (benefit for the Southern Inyo Fire District), 

Tecopa Hot Springs 

 

For more information, call Shoshone Museum 760 852-4524 

Lytle Creek Chicken Tracks? 

Go Bruins! 

Photo by Neal Johns 

mailto:vlanehill@verizon.net
mailto:dmiller@guideone.com
mailto:fjr@fredraab.com
tel:760%20852-4524
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Where Am I? 
Here are the Solution and Winners for July. Location: Between 29 Palms Marine Corp Base and Joshua Tree National Park. 
Winners: Mal Roode, James, Proffitt, Jay Lawrence, Bob Thille, Allan Schoenherr, and Leonard Friedman. Bob Peltzman is lost 
again. “Where am I? Bob went right when everyone else went left, and is completely lost. Send your guess as to where he is to 
Bob at bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word “lost” in the subject), and he will send me the names of people who correctly guess 
the location along with a different lost map to publish in another newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area 
he is in such as “The southern part of Death Valley near the Devil’s Golf Course.” 

 

Directions to Allan and Ding Wicker’s House 

     From I-210 exit Indian Hill Blvd. North pass Foothill Blvd., then at the third break in the median (counting from 
Foothill) turn left into the entrance to Griswold’s townhomes. You will see a set of three gates connected to an ivy-
covered wall and tile-roofed townhomes. 

     From the I-210 eastbound the closest exit is Towne Ave. Then south (right) on Towne to Foothill, (left) on 
Foothill to Indian Hill. 

     From the I-210 westbound get off at Baseline and go west on Baseline to Indian Hill Blvd. Turn left (south).  
Approach the northern-most gate at the entrance. Stop there, and at the keyboard punch 037. (There is a directory.)  
That will ring Allan’s phone, and he will answer and open the gate from his phone. 

     Once the gate opens, pass through it turning right immediately. Then follow the street until the first left 
opportunity. Turn left and again left at the next opportunity. Park in any available parking area-not along the curb. 
The 1430 on the side of the house should be visible from the street. 

     Walk up the driveway, and follow the sidewalk to the house entrance. Desperation calls for assistance (909) 445-
0082.  
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Desert Explorers Trip Schedule 

August 10-12 Green Spot Camp Kalil 

September 15-16 Southern Most Redwoods Miller 

October 13-14 Afton Canyon Miller 

November XX Tehachapi Area Bob Jacoby 
 

Contact Mal Roode at malroode@gmail.com if you are interested in leading a trip. 

M.O.E. Trip Schedule 

August 10-18 Flagstaff Summer Exploration Messersmith/Taylor 

September 16-22 Utah’s I-70 Shadow Road Messersmith/Taylor 

October 20 Dolan Springs/National Trail Days Messersmith/Taylor 

October 21 Route 66-Pica Camp/Ashfork Loop Messersmith/Taylor 

November  12-16 Pahrump, NV Messersmith/Taylor 

DE NEWSLETTER 

Editor: Jean Roode 
Assistant Editors: 

Marian and Neal Johns 

General Trip Information 

1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment: 

a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja, camping 

out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced Desert Explorers subscrib-

ers. The Desert Explorers newsletter is available for $20 a year. 

b. The Mojave River Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with motorhomes and 

trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without 4WD vehicles, return-

ing to camp each night. The trips are led by experienced Museum members who, collectively, have spent 

decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their newsletter is available for $7/year from editor and 

Field Trip Leaders Richard and Lori Shapel 760-254-3897. 

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are 

included in every newsletter. Exception: Guests in member’s vehicle are allowed but are encouraged  to join 

the Museum. Guests who drive their own vehicle must make a $10 contribution to the Mojave River Valley 

Museum.  

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip or 

until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The leader 

may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in the trip is 

terminated. 

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly dogs 

are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually not from 

the Museum. 

5. To receive the Desert Explorers’ Newsletter, send $20 for a subscription to Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain 

Avenue, Highland, CA 92346. Make the check out to Mojave River Valley Museum (MRVM). 

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip. Channel 

13 is the Desert Explorers’ channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so that other members 

can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road. 

Weekend Trips: There is normally one major trip each month. This will be the trip on which you can look around 

and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There 

may be another trip during the month for people who have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of 

all this is to generate more coherence as a group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from 

the Mojave River Explorers. Don’t forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month. 

Trip Coordinator: Malcolm Roode.  Send your trip proposals to Mal. Mal will resolve any time conflicts and 

maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips for subscribers 

upon request (see next paragraph). 

Non Museum sponsored trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of subscribers’ non museum sponsored trips 

in order to fill the pages, encourage you to get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain 

you. Some trips, because of time or limited number of people, are not suitable for official Museum trip status. Our 

Trip Coordinator is the point of contact for Subscribers having or wanting to go on a non Museum sponsored trip.  

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the Leader. 

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip meet-

ing place and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope. 

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual subscrip-

tion fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are incurred as a result of 

Desert Explorers activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office supplies and postage but do not 

include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other extraordinary expenses must be authorized 

by the Executive Committee. 

Hot Tips for Leaders: 

1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The write-

ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have enough 

information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.) 

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave 

River Explorers for their outings. 

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork for 

everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc. 

4. Support your other leaders’ trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you. 

5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip. 

6. Leaders, please put your CB Channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert Explorers’ 

Channel 13) in your trip write-up.  

Dog Policy: Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes 

blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders will not 

have to make ad hoc policy. 

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader! 

2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes. 

3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite. 

4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.  

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Information 

Thank You! 
Thank you to all our subscribers 

who have renewed their 

subscription this past month. 

Next Meeting 

Saturday, September 8 

11:00 a.m. 

Potluck 

Allan and Ding Wicker 

1430 Sitka 

Claremont, CA 

Phone 909-445-0082 

A 
ccording to Death Valley Natural History Association: The Furnace 

Creek Visitor Center renovation at Death Valley NP is complete, 

the store has re-opened and new exhibits are in the works. Updated 

building features include tour bus drop-off space, expanded restroom facili-

ties, smart solar lighting, and even a filtered water station for refilling your 

water bottles. The new park film, “Seeing Death Valley” narrated by Donald 

Sutherland is now showing. Grand Opening Festivities are scheduled for 

Nov. 3 – 4. The 20 Mule Team will be participating, ribbon cutting ceremony 

is scheduled for Sunday the 4th at 1:00 p.m. www.vnha.org 

http://www.vnha.org/
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DESERT EXPLORERS NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum send a check 

for $20.00 made out to: Mojave River Valley Museum to Jean Roode, 7014 Mountain Avenue, Highland, CA 92346 

Name  Spouse  

Address  Children  

City  State  Zip  

Home Phone ( )  E-Mail   

Cell Phone ( )  Ham Call Sign   

I want the DE Newsletter sent by: 

         Email PDF (must provide email address above)            Mail           Both—Email PDF (must provide email address above) and Mail  

Mojave River Valley Museum Membership Application  
Send a separate envelope and a check made out to: 

Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc. 

270 E. Virginia, Barstow, CA 92311 ● Phone (760) 256-5452 

Family – Annual ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ $25.00 

Entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per cent discount 
on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities. 

Individual – Annual -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- $20.00 

Name  Spouse  Children  

Address  City  State  Zip  

Phone ( )  E-Mail  

OUR FEARFUL LEADERSOUR FEARFUL LEADERS  
NAME KNOWN AS ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP HOME PH. CELL PH. E-MAIL 

Robert & Shirley Bolin Distributors Emeritus 1066 Corsica Place Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361  robertnshirl@earthlink.net  
David Given Tire-Some Fellow :-) 12848 Gifford Way Victorville California 92392 760-956-1776 951-830-2908 daveg1_2000@yahoo.com 
Bill Gossett Wild Bill 433 Valley Street Ridgecrest California  93555 760-375-6169 775-537-7717 bandbgossett@verizon.net 
Jean Hansen Sure Foot P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316   sjhsn@verizon.net 
Sunny Hansen Glyphologist P.O. Bx. 290729 Phelan California 92329 760-868-5316 760-217-7555 sjhsn@verizon.net 
Emmett Harder Scotty 18201 Muriel Ave. San Bernardino California 92407 909-887-3436 909-260-7189 echco@verizon.net 
Alan Heller Big Al 277 Opal Canyon Road Duarte California 91010 626-893-0321 626-893-3266 famheller@msn.com 
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Court Hemet California 92544 951-306-4464 951-927-6476 vlanehill@verizon.net 
Charles Hughes He Who Talks Funny P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Mary Hughes Young and Enthusiastic P.O. Box 1893 Hampton NH 03842 928-763-3927  mhach@juno.com 
Bob Jacoby Treasurer 2245 Wellesley Avenue Los Angeles California 90064 310-490-6873  jacoby.r@att.net 
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Chairman Viejo P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley Arizona 86446-5279 818-585-6468  joeso@lonepinetv.com 
Sue Jaussaud Chairchick Vieja P.O. Box 5279 Mohave Valley California 86446-5279 760-876-9227  joeso@lonepinetv.com 
Marian Johns Chairperson & Neal Keeper 13825 Lytle Grove Lane Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 13825 Lytle Grove Lane Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549  aridneal@gmail.com  
Ted Kalil Aged Athlete 22170 Moonbeam Trail   Apple Valley California 92308 760-240-0406 760-985-6307 tskalil@msn.com  
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Avenue Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323  solariscomm@earthlink.net 
Marilyn Martin Editor Emeritus P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 760-641-1483 mjmartin@dslextreme.com 
Debbie Miller Marschke Webchick/Roadrunner 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862  dmiller@guideone.com 
Steve Marschke The Quiet Man 4904 Reynolds Road Torrance California 90505 310-543-1862 951-316-6545   stevemarschke@gmail.com 
Joan McGovern-White Newsletter Distributor 33624A Winston Way Temecula California 92592 951-303-3021  jmcgw@verizon.net 
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 E, Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86409 928-757-8953  928-715-0579 dmess@ctaz.com 
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 6623 Craner Ave. North Hollywood California 91606-2022 818-769-0678  bgneill@earthlink.net 
John Page Trip Coordinator Emeriitus, Aridologist 3675 Gingerwood Court Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 805-660-1218  jppage@roadrunner.com 
Bob Peltzman Lost Again 32014 Grenville Court Westlake Village California 91361 818-865-8464  bopeltzman@aol.com 
Malcolm Roode Trip Coordinator 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767  malroode@gmail.com 
Jean Roode Subscription & Newsletter Editor 7014 Mountain Avenue Highland California 92346 909-907-0767 909-534-3822 DENewsltr@gmail.com 
Nan Savage Xterra Terror 12354 Sarah Street Studio City California 91604 818-766-0401  nansavage@sbcglobal.net 
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675  aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu  
Richard/Lori Shapel Museum Trip Leaders P. O. Box 412 Yermo California 92398 760-254-3997 406-291-1448 lahapel@yahoo.com 
Glenn Shaw Desert Wanderer P. O. Box 68 Blue Diamond Nevada 89004 702-875-9136  desert.wanderer@hotmail.com 
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 909-730-0137 annestoll@verizon.net 
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521  agstoll@csupomona.edu 
Allan Wicker DE Chairperson Emeritus 1430 Sitka Court Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 909-239-5786 allan.wicker@verizon.net 

tel:%28951%29757-3128


12    DESERT EXPLORERS 4WD SECTION OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM  NO. 197       AUGUST 2012 

DESERT EXPLORERS 
OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM 
Jean Roode 
7014 Mountain Avenue 
Highland, CA  92346 

Deadline fo
r submission in th

e September N
ewsle

tter is
 August 10th 

 

**FLASH** 

Check your subscrip
tion date to

 see if y
ou need to

 re
new!!! 


