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Little Petroglyph
Canyon
April 25, 2004

By Susan and Elwood Berry

FF
OUR VEHICLES AND FOURTEEN PARTICIPANTS ALL
passed the security check quickly. There
are many security requirements, Do’s and

Don’ts related to protecting our troops and the
Historical Landmark. Most of these require-
ments are common sense. Others are not so
clear.
The current method of dating the petro-

glyphs is to measure the thickness of the desert
varnish. Climbing on the rocks (and there are
petroglyphs on some of the flat rocks along the
bottom of the canyon), tracing or touching the
petroglyphs could prevent them from being
dated. A number of the Don’ts are to keep trash
and litter out of the canyon. We may not under-
stand the need for all the requirements, but the
Navy controls the access to the site, and they
make the rules. 
We were on the road to Little Pictroglyph

Canyon by 10:00 a.m.. By 11:00 a.m. we were at
the canyon. It was cool and windy at the park-
ing area. However, in the canyon the wind
turned into a welcome breeze. We started down
the canyon in small groups with our escorts.
The escorts pointed out many of the outstanding
petroglyphs. It was clear that the canyon

exceeded anything we have seen in any other
location. The variety and number of petroglyphs
is remarkable. The human effort that went into
the creation of all these symbols, the archaeo-
logical and, yes, the religious significance is
beyond our imagination. The only way to under-
stand this is to see it. Pictures or words cannot
convey what is there.

The whole group made it down the waterfall
by noon. We stopped in the shade of the canyon
for lunch talking with our escorts about the dif-
ferent petroglyphs and what they may symbol-
ize. One of the escorts pointed out a few
pictographs on the canyon walls at our lunch
stop. These pictographs are the only ones
known in the canyon.

After lunch we proceeded to the end of the
canyon. Not every one made the trip to the end.
Four or five turned around to make certain they
could get out without any problems. The hike
up the canyon turned out to be much easier
than the hike down. We didn’t even notice pass-
ing the waterfall going up. A snake did drop
from the rim of the canyon in front of one of the
escorts, but it was a harmless type. After the
hike we caravaned back to the heat of
Ridgecrest. Around 3:30 we said thank you and
good-by to our escorts.

Anne, thank you; it was a lot of work but it
was an outstanding trip and experience. 

�
By God We Made It to

Bodie
By Don Sweinhart and Betty

Wallin

II
T WAS 6:00 A.M. WHEN WE LEFT DESERT HOT
Springs heading for our rendezvous with
Bob Martin at the old town site of West

Portal, and we were excited at the prospect of
spending four days exploring some of the his-
tory of the Sierra Nevadas. At 4:00 p.m. Friday
we arrived at West Portal and met Bob Martin
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and three of his grandchildren, Brian,
Christy and Katie Martin. Brian had
recently bought a Toyota 4 Runner and
was looking forward to breaking it in on
some good dirt roads.

The site Bob picked to camp at West
Portal was once the main construction
yard for the crews that built the tunnel. It
was obviously a meeting place for the
sheep in the area. Bob’s father was the
assistant general foreman for the tunnel
project, and Bob’s family lived there for
three years. Bob, as a boy, went to the
little schoolhouse there, which is now
the museum in Lee Vining. West Portal
was unique at that time for having,
among other things, electricity, paved
roads and mail service.

After having said hello to Bob and
family, Betty and I went off to explore a
nearby cinder cone. When we got back to
camp, John Page had arrived, and soon
thereafter, Mike Aguilar arrived with his
grandchildren, Frank and Vanessa
Villanueva.

Saturday morning we topped off our
gas tanks in Lee Vining and drove the
short distance to the Visitor Center where
we were to meet up with the rest of the
group. Joining us at the center were
Chuck and Jeanice Kalbach, Warren
Alksnis, Robert Floth and his driver friend
Brad Vanmourik, Kathy Taylor and Chuck
and Lois Lahmeyer. Chuck and Lois are
re-subscribers to the Desert Explorers,
and this would be their first off-pavement
experience. They drove up in a Bronco ll

that they had purchased just a few weeks
before the trip so this really was a shake-
down cruise for both the Lameyers and
their vehicle.

During sign in, Bob passed out a very
interesting book of Early Pictures and
Historical Notes of Inyo and Mono
Counties. The book alone was worth the
trip.

At 9:30 a.m. Bob started the trip by

taking a short stretch of the old unpaved
highway out of the visitor center to US-
395 and a short drive on pavement to the
turn off to Copper Mountain. The dirt
road twisted and turned for several miles
heading ever higher toward the top of the
mountain. Along the way we saw a woman
gathering seeds of an unidentified
plant. When questioned as to what she
was collecting, she became very vague in
her answers and turned away. We never
did find out what she was collecting. The
view from the top of Copper Mountain
was spectacular with sweeping vistas of
Mono Lake and the surrounding area. We
spent about twenty minutes enjoying the
view before Bob herded us down the

mountain and on to the paved road to
Sweetwater, Nevada. At Sweetwater we
turned off onto a dirt road that eventually
took us to Belfort. Along the way we
stopped in a clearing large enough to fit
all the vehicles in for lunch. After stepping
out of the truck, we realized the ground
was strewn with more cow patties than
anyplace visited before by the Desert
Explorers. We ate lunch there anyway and
continued on our way to the former site
of Star City. We stopped there and
looked for ruins, but there were none to
be found.
After a short look around, Bob circled
the vehicles and headed off again, this
time to the town of Belfort. Belfort was
located at 10,200 foot feet, and two
original buildings were still standing

with the date on one of 1880. We spent an
hour there exploring the buildings and
taking in the view of the valleys below. Not
one to tarry long, Bob hopped in his truck
and was on his way again, this time head-
ing to what would be the site of our
Saturday night camp. We arrived there
around three, made camp and enjoyed
our first happy hour of the weekend.

Sunday morning dawned clear and
warm. By 8:00 we were headed for the
towns of Lower, Middle and Upper
Masonic. We couldn’t spend much time
exploring Masonic as most of the group
wanted to make the Stamp Mill Tour in
Bodie at 11:00.
Since we had been to Bodie several

times, we parted from the group and
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Mono Lake from Copper Mountain
Digital photo by Bob Martin



headed to Bridgeport. On the way to
Bridgeport we passed the abandoned site
of the Chemung Mine. The mine pro-
duced gold from 1908 to 1939, and there
are still several interesting buildings to
explore. there. Legend has it that the
mine site is haunted by a ghost that scares
visitors who try to stay over on Saturday
nights. After a delicious breakfast at the
Hays Street Café in Bridgeport, we topped
up the Toy’s gas tank and our ice chests
with ice and headed back to Bodie in time
to join the group for lunch at the Bodie
picnic grounds.

Mike Aguilar, Frank and Vanessa,
Villanueva, Robert, Floth, Brad,
Vanmourik, Chuck, Kalbach, Chuck and
Lois Lahmeyer, Kathy, Taylor, John, Page,
and Brian, Christy and Katie Martin all
went on the stamp mill tour. A good time
was had by all exploring the town of
Bodie.

Brian, Christy and Katie left the group
after the tour and headed for home. What
had been ten vehicles was now down to
nine.

After lunch Bob led us to the townsite
of Aurora starting out on a wide dirt
road. Along the way we passed what was
thought to be the old toll road
station. Bob soon had us turn off the good
dirt road onto a narrow track filled with
treacherous ridges. All but Don made it
through the perilous stretch. Everyone
was trundling through nicely, but on our
turn we were throwing up dirt and rocks
as our wheels spun, thereby putting a
fright into the Lahmeyers - who thought
they would never make it through. What’s
this? Not in 4-wheel drive? Oh shame on
us, who always make it a rule to immedi-
ately put it in 4-wheel drive on dirt roads.
Don forgot his number one rule when
driving on dirt roads and had neglected to
put the vehicle in four wheel drive.
Magically the problem disappeared with
the push of a button. After spinning a rear
tire, the truck was put in 4x4 and Betty
and Don zipped up the mountain with no
further ado. Of course, we had to endure
the ribbing from several gleefull DE’ers
about his remission.

We arrived at Aurora about three and
located campsites near the
graveyard. Bob Martin wanted to hike to a
spot that he thought would provide the
same vantage point as where a picture of
the town was taken in 1889. Aurora was
founded in 1860 and had gotten out $27
million in gold by 1869. There were 17
mills with 127 stamps. The population
had reached 10,000 by the time Aurora
was declared the County Seat of Inyo
California (later it was realized Aurora
was really in Nevada). Water was filling
the shafts faster than they could pump it
out, and Aurora was abandoned. All the
bricks from the buildings were sold, and
just a few things remain. With Bob lead-
ing the way, John Page, Kathy Taylor and
Don Sweinhart hiked to the overlook and
took comparison pictures of where the
town had once been and what it was
now. Bob then expertly led us back to
camp, using his GPS, in time to get ready
for our second happy hour of the
trip. Some of the group relaxed in the
shade while others explored the grave-
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yard and read the interesting epitaphs on
the headstones. Robert Floth and Brad
Vanmourik left the group, and we were
down to eight vehicles.

The group was on the road again by
8:30 a.m. Monday morning, stopping
after a short drive to explore some of the
few remaining ruins that mark the town of
Aurora. We then headed to the ruins of a
mill that was unique for its time. The mill
consisted of two cone grinders and a
rotary ball crusher, technology not com-
mon when Aurora was in its heyday. After
much picture taking and climbing around
the mill ruins, Bob again headed off. This
time he took us on a road so little used, at
times it seemed to disappear. It was at this
time we had our first (and only) mechan-
ical problem of the trip. Warren’s truck
had developed a noise when he stepped
on the gas pedal. The group stopped at

the junction of our nearly invisible road
and a graded power line road. The
mechanically inclined soon determined
that the plastic shroud which surrounds
the engine fan had broken causing the fan
blades to hit the shroud and cause the
noise. The problem was easily solved by
removing the broken fan shroud. While

the engine noise was being investigated,
the rest of us listened to and commented
upon the loud crackling of the one mil-
lion volt DC transmission lines that we
were parked under. (Ed. Note: Chuck e-
mailed me later to say: “it was 800,000
volts, and comes from a generating station
[Bonneville perhaps?] up on the
Columbia River and comes all the way to
Sylmar where the DC is converted back to
AC. There are just a few DC power lines in
the US, and this is the only one I know
about. You can always tell it by the fact
that it only has two wires rather than
three. It comes right by the town of
Mojave”).

Before long Bob was heading down the
power line road towards paved State
Highway 167. When we reached the pave-
ment, Mike Aguilar, Frank and Vanessa
Villanueva, Jeanice and Chuck Kalbach,
along with Chuck and Lois Lahmeyer left
the group to head for home. We were now
five vehicles.

Along with John Page, Warren Alksnis,
and Kathy Taylor, we followed Bob west
on 167 to the dirt turnoff leading to the
site of a still standing limestone kiln. After
taking photos of the kiln we headed fur-
ther west down the dirt road until we were
suddenly stopped by recently placed no
trespassing signs, which appeared to be
new. With no other alternative route pre-
sent, we turned around and drove back to
paved 167. Upon reaching the highway,
Kathy Taylor bid her adieus, and then
there were four vehicles.

By then it was lunchtime, and some-
how Bob located a juniper large enough
to provide shade for the remaining
Explorers to sit under and enjoy a pleas-
ant lunch. Soon though, the ever restless
Bob had us heading west on 167 to locate
a dirt track that roughly paralleled the old
railroad that ran from Mono Mills to
Bodie. Turning south off the pavement we
headed south  along a route that led us
into an area where a large sand dune was
encroaching upon our path. With Bob in
the lead, Warren then Betty and I had all
passed through the sand when over the
radio came the voice of John Page. “Hold
up” he pleaded. “I am having trouble
moving and may be stuck in the sand”. It
seems that John had forgotten to put his
truck in four wheel drive. Fortunately
John wasn’t really bogged down, and as
soon as he was able to engage his four
wheel drive, he continued on his way and
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caught up with the group. The four vehi-
cles still on the tour continued
south alongside the old railroad bed as it
crossed the east side of Mono Lake. This
was a new sight for us as we had only
viewed Mono Lake from the west. At some
long ago time, someone built a house out
of the old railroad ties that were scattered
along the rail way. Portions of that old
house were still standing and were duly
scrutinized by us when we stopped for yet
another photo op. The road then curved
westward, and we drove along the south
side of Mono Lake and the tufa columns
located there. We spent several minutes
taking pictures of the tufa before continu-
ing and turning south again to head
across a vast burned area that was being
taken over by prickly poppies. The pop-
pies were a fine example of nature’s way
of providing food and ground cover after
a devastating fire.

We reached the townsite of Mono Mills
and Highway 120 around three in the
afternoon. There the remaining explorers
shook hands, said their good byes and
headed off in different directions to end
the trip.
Everyone who endured the hardships

of the rigorous routes that Bob mapped
out, agreed that Bob led an extremely well
laid out trip with plenty of interesting
things to see and nice places to
camp. Congratulations, Bob for a job well
done.

�

FutureFuture
TripSTripS

All trips require a four-
wheel drive vehicle and a
working CB unless otherwise
specified by the trip leader.
Non-complying vehicles will
not be allowed on trips.
Leaders may authorize a vari-
ance at their discretion.

Fossil Trackways
and the Kingston

Range
September 24-26, 2004
Leaders: Allan Schoenherr
and Alan Romspert

CB: 13
(Museum sponsored)

JJ
OIN THE TWO ALLANS FOR A TRIP FEATURING
mines, geology, rare plants and fossil
footprints of ancient, long extinct,

camels, horses, and mastodons. We will
meet Friday evening at an easy-to-find
campsite in the lake beds just east of
Shoshone. To find the site, travel north
from Baker on SR 127. When you get to
Shoshone take SR 178 eastward for about
1/4 mile (That should be a right turn on
178 if you are traveling north!). Cross the
Amargosa River and take a left turn
(northward) on a dirt road that leads into
a large open area nestled into the lake
beds. At the turnoff there is a grove of
tamarisk trees and a former dwelling that
was built into a cave in the soft clay of the
lake beds. Look for a paper plate that says
D.E. that marks the turnoff.
Saturday morning about 9:00 a.m. we

will travel to the site that features the fos-
sil footprints. We may also have a chance
to observe a population of rare Amargosa
Pupfish near the campsite. Next we will
travel eastward on SR 178 to a famous
and spectacular road cut on the Resting
Springs grade. After that we plan to return
to SR 127 and travel southward to Tecopa
and then visit a historic mine district at
the southern end of the Nopah Range.
This area features several open mines

including a spectacular long, dark adit
that deserves to be explored. Bring a
flashlight. We plan to camp near the
entrance to one of these large adits. It’s
an area featuring views and rare plants
that tend to grow only on limestone. Bring
something to share for dinner in the
evening, and if you have some extra fire-
wood, bring it along. We will dearly miss
our friend Bill Ott who never let a camp
fire go cold and kept us on track with his
GPS.

On Sunday we will make our way
across the Kingston Range at Tecopa Pass.
Here is where you get to use your 4-wheel
drive. We will have the opportunity to take
some short hikes, visit mines and springs,
and observe large specimens of Bear
Grass (Nolina) unique to the Kingston
Range. We will finish up by returning to
Interstate 15 on the Excelsior Mine Road.
If time permits we will visit Pachalka
Spring on the western end of the Clark
Mountains.
Interested parties should contact Allan

Schoenherr by e-mail
(aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu) or phone
(949) 494-0675. Or contact Alan
Romspert (aromspert@fullerton.edu) or
phone (714) 870-0946.

�
Pahrump Petros

(Museum sponsored)

October 16 - 17
Leaders: Bob & Marilyn

Martin
CB: 33

TT
HERE ARE TWO CANYONS WITH PETRO-
glyphs just east of Pahrump. I was
shown one of them by friends in

Pahrump and the other by the Stolls. The
first is accessed by a very rocky, rough
road. On the way there is a side canyon
with a large cabin and spring we will visit.
We plan to the spend the night at the pet-
roglyph site so we can get pictures with
morning and evening sun.

With enough time we may visit the
unusual museum west of Johnnie as well
as Devils Hole and Ash Meadows.

Write or e-mail me to sign up and get
meeting instructions

�

Desert Explorers
Trip Schedule

September 24-26 Fossil TrackwaysRomspert/Schoenherr

October 16-17 Pahrump Petroglyphs Martin

October 22-24 Patton camps Anderson

November Scorpio Sears/Stoll

November Thanksgiving Jaussaud

December 18 Christmas party Wicker

January 22-30 Quartzsite Martin

February 12-14 Somewhere Johns

March Mystery trip Johns
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George Patton
Training Camps
October 22-24, 2004

Coordinator: Reda Anderson
CB: 13

AA
N EDUCATIONAL, EXPLORATORY TRIP TO
some of General George Patton's
WWII training camps is planned for

October 22-24, 2004 with co-leaders Don
Hunt, teacher and Roger Baty, retired pro-
fessor of anthropology.

We will camp at Coxcomb Camp
(Delorme page 109 A/B-7) Friday night,
exploring it and Rice Camp (page
100/101 D-4) on Saturday. Time permit-
ting, we will also explore Iron Mountain
Camp and/or Granite Camp (page 100 D-
1). Sunday, we'll visit Desert Center
Airport, and Camp Young, Patton's main
camp, which lies north of and adjacent to
I- 10 between Desert Center (page 109 C-
6) and the main entrance to Joshua Tree
National Park to the west. The camps are
currently in a state of extreme disrepair.
You'll learn about the exciting plans to
revitalize the camps with the help of the
BLM and a private citizens group.

Roger Baty will bring his book about
the area, Where Hero's Trained. His next
book is Where Hero's Fought and is
about WWII Europe. We plan to assist him
with his research on location! But, that's
another trip.

WWII history buffs won't want to miss
this trip! Four-wheel-drive vehicles and
working, installed CB’s are mandatory.
Contact redaflygal@aol.com. 

�
Desert Explorers
Meeting Minutes
Draft 7/27/04

TT
HE MEETING AT ALAN ROMSPERT’S WAS
not called to order until 7:50 p.m.
as we were too busy eating pizza,

assorted goodies and a truly decadent
birthday cake.
Present were, Bob and Shirley Bolin,

Bill Neill, Lorene Crawford, Anne and
George Stoll, Emmett and Ruth Harder,

Allan and Ding Wicker, Neal and Marian
Johns, Ken Sears, Alan Shoenherr, Alan
Romspert, Bob and Sue Jaussaud, Jay
Lawrence, Rick Whitaker, Elwood Berry,
and Marilyn and Bob Martin.

Bob Jaussaud read the thank you note
we received from the museum in Trona
(Look for it in the newsletter.) They really
appreciated our gift.
Reports:
Treasurer

We have about $5,300 in our treasury
Subscriptions - We have 131 current, 3

one month past due, 5 two months past
due.
Newsletter

We need to reserve $1,352 for the
Newsletter costs. Bob needs articles for
the Sept. newsletter.

John Page sent his reports to Bob
Jaussaud:

Web Site

Still A. O. K.
Trips

We need lots. It didn’t take too much
arm twisting by Bob Jaussaud to come up
with the following:
Allan Romspert and Allan Schoenher

will lead a trip September. 24,25 &26.
Stolls and Sears will do the Scorpio

Birthday trip in Nov. (Veterans’ Day holi-
day).

Bob and Sue Jaussaud will do
Thanksgiving at Needles.
Desert Explorers’ Christmas party will

be at Wickers’ Dec. 18.
Martins will do Quartzsite in January.
Neal and Marian will celebrate their

anniversary by leading a trip February.
12,13, &14.
In March Neal will lead a mystery trip

in conjunction with the Old Spanish Trail
Association. Desert Explorers are wel-
come.
These will be in addition to trips

already scheduled and published in the
newsletter.
Trip descriptions are to be forthcom-
ing, hopefully before the August 15
newsletter deadline.
Old Business 
The satellite phone: John Page and
Neal Johns had done a lot of research

and work on establishing the policy for
use of the phone by trip leaders, costs and
availability. 
The bottom line turned out to be there

are only two companies currently operat-
ing. Used satellite phones are just about
impossible to obtain as the troops in Iraq
are snapping them up so they can call
home. After much discussion Emmett
Harder moved we go with Irridium, used
if possible, but after 1 month of search-
ing, new. Anne Stoll seconded. Passed.
Phone kit is also to include, at additional
cost, a 12 volt charger.
Rendezvous
Several sites were mentioned:

Shoshone, Desert Center, Stove Pipe
Wells, Panamint Springs, Browns Town
(?) near Bishop. Various folks are going
to check them out. A room large enough
to hold us all out of the weather, a caterer
to feed us and an area with interesting
four-wheeling are the pre-requisites. 
Next Meeting
Wickers’ Sept. 15.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Martin 
�

Item of interest from Neal Johns

Kern County
Archaeological

Society

EE
xHIBIT OF NATIVE AMERICAN
Petroglyphs Opens in Columbia
River Gorge Colin Fogarty Columbia

Hills State Park, Washington
http://quickstart.clari.net/voa/art/bj/9

9D4C4A1-0908 

Next Meeting
Allan & Ding Wicker’s

6:00 p.m. Wednesday September 15
1430 Sitka Ct.
Claremont

909-445-0082
Gate code: 037
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48AF-B225DD6AA38A2C05.html
A new exhibit of Native American pet-

roglyphs opened quietly this spring in the
Columbia River Gorge, which marks the
border between the U.S. states of Oregon
and Washington. The region once held
one of the richest deposits of tribal rock
imagery in the world. But hundreds of the
petroglyphs were submerged under water
in the 1950’s, when the federal govern-
ment dammed the river. Some of the pet-
roglyphs were rescued before the
flooding, and now federal officials are try-
ing to make amends.

Five years ago, U.S. Forest Service
archeologist Jim Keyser stood at the base
of the gargantuan slab of concrete known
as The Dalles Dam. Lining the parking lot
were 43 chunks of rock, covered with
Native American figures chiseled in the
former cliff face hundreds if not thou-
sands of years ago. They were also coated
with more modern bird droppings. “See,
there’s an example; you can’t even tell
what that was is because it’s covered with
so many bird droppings, right? That’s like
having the Mona Lisa just sitting under a
dam just open to the air. It’s fantastic
imagery,” he said.

Even more significant than famous art-
work, each rock image holds spiritual sig-
nificance to northwest tribes. There are
stick figures of deer and elk, swirling
lizards, and haunting owls.

Today those 43 boulders are no longer
in the shadow of the Dalles Dam. After
years of negotiations and effort, they’ve
been moved and delicately cleaned and
restored.

Web sites
Cave Paintings of Baja California
http://www.archaeology.org/found.php

?page=/online/features/baja/index.html
Portuguese Petroglyghs
http://www.archaeology.org/found.php

?page=/0003/newsbriefs/portugal.html
Centuries-old murals revealed in

Mission Dolores / Indians’ hidden paint-
ings open window into S.F.’s sacred past 

h t t p : / / w w w. s f g a t e . c o m / c g i -
bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2004/01/29/MNG
C74KEA71.DTL

An interesting web site. 
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/vinca

.htm 
For those of you who don’t subscribe to

“About Archaeology” I thought you might
be interested in this issue’s feature on
Rock Art: Petroglyphs and Pictographs
http://glclk.about.com/?zi=12/1KWS

�
Item of interest from Bill Neill

How Old is the Old
Spanish Trail? 

PP
REFACE FROM “LOST TREASURES ON THE
Old Spanish Trail” by George A.
Thompson, 122 page paperback

book published in 1987, reprinted in
1992, by Western Epics, Salt Lake City,
Utah:

“The Old Spanish Trail! From the
arrival of the first Americans in the west it
has been a mystery, like a giant jig-saw
puzzle with some of the pieces missing.
Until recently, about all we knew for sure
was that it existed, but we didn’t know
who first used it, or when. But newly dis-
covered documents and journals have
added a few more pieces to the puzzle, so
that now we can set the record straight
and tell its story as it really is. Some histo-
rians have claimed the trail is of recent
origin, first used by Mexican merchants
and later by American fur trappers, who
came to the Great Basin after Mexican
independence from Spain in 1821.
Nothing could be further from the truth,
for the old trail is an ancient one, followed
by the first conquistadores. It was named
by Don Antonio Espejo in 1580, but it was
an old trail even then. 
In the days of Cortez the old trail

started at Mexico City, but by the time of
Coronado its trailhead was located as far
north as Compostela and even Culiacan.
It would soon be pushed even further
northward, to El Paso del Norte. In 1598
Juan de Oñate established its most
northerly outpost at Santa Fe, and by the
mid-1600’s its many forks extended from
Colorado and Utah, far into Wyoming,
Idaho and Nevada. Those are facts, with

enough evidence to convince any open-
minded person. There is no doubt that
Spanish adventurers, miners, slavers and
priests traveled the old trail to nearly every
desert canyon and snowy peak between
the Rockies and the Sierras while the
Pilgrim Fathers were still exploring the
rocky coast of New England.

The Old Spanish Trail had but one pur-
pose, to serve as a roadway to the leg-
endary land of Cibola and the treasures of
gold and silver waiting to be found there.
It wasn’t built for commerce or to civilize
the Indians, or even to convert them to
Christianity. Its only purpose was Cibola
and gold, and those who followed it were
treasure hunters first and missionaries
afterwards. And contrary to popular
belief, Cortez wasn’t the first treasure
hunter, only one of the most successful,
and Cibola wasn’t invented during the time
of Coronado; it was a legend old even in
the time of Columbus. While countless
thousands were following the old trail
north in search of treasure, the dream of
Cibola died with the Coronado expedition
on the barren plains of Kansas. But the
death of Cibola gave birth to an even
greater dream, the quest for the mysteri-
ous lake of Copalla and the fabled land of
Teguayo. It was the search for Teguayo,
not Cibola, that opened the entire Great
Basin to exploration.

From the time of Captain-General
Francisco Coronado in 1540 to that of
Father Geronimo Salmeron a century
later, every explorer sought the great lake
which the Indians called Copalla and the
rich mines in the mountains beyond, in
the land they called Teguayo. By the mid-
dle of the seventeenth century, Spanish
miners had found many of the Indian’s
mines and claimed them as their own,
sentencing their former owners to forced
labor in them. After the “northern mys-
tery” was solved, that rich region under-
went many name changes, from Cibola to
Teguayo, and later from Timpanocutzis to
Utah Valley. But the Old Spanish Trail did-
n’t end even there. For another 100 years
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Spanish miners and Mexican slavers fol-
lowed it even further north, to rich mines
in the Uinta and Wind River mountains,
and even beyond.

All across the Great Basin and the
mountain ranges which surround it,
Spanish miners worked mines of gold
and silver with Indian slave labor, while
Jesuit Priests built missions where the
native’s life was no less harsh than it was
in the mines. Those missions were not the
splendid churches we usually associate
with the southwest, but were more often
visitas - crude places built of adobe or
rubble-stone, boasting little more than a
rough plank altar. In every western state
the first French and English trappers, and
later the Mountain Men and pioneers
found long-abandoned Spanish mines
and the crumbling ruins of Jesuit mis-
sions. Proof of their antiquity can be seen
in the names, dates and Catholic crosses
carved on ancient trees or inscribed onto
ledge rock along the old trails leading to
them. Although some of the dates are dim
and the names are now unknown, the fact
that they are there can’t be denied, and
they were old when the earliest explorers
saw them.

There isn’t an Indian nation that does-
n’t have legends or traditions of forced
labor at Spanish mines or missions. One
need only research ancient Spanish civil
or church records to learn the extent of
slavery, and the terrible toll it took on the
Indians. Nearly every journal left by the
explorers of the mountain west contain
references to the Spanish slave trade, and
of slave markets at places like Taos and

Santa Fe. Official Spanish documents
located at the archives at Santa Fe, Mexico
City and Seville reveal that ten billion dol-
lars in gold and silver was shipped to
Spain from the mines of the new world,
during which time the Indian population
was decimated by one-half. It is a fact that
almost every ounce of precious metal sent
to the Royal Court came from Spanish
mines worked by Indian slaves.

The enslavement of the Indians finally
led to revolts which drove the Spaniards
from their mines, and resulted in the
expulsion of the Jesuit Order from their
mountain missions. It took nearly two
decades before Spanish soldiers could
force their way back into the mountains.
During that time most of their mines had
been concealed and their missions
destroyed. Fabulously rich mines such as
the famed Josephine de Martinique, El
Mina del Tiro and the Lost Mine Of The
Yutahs were never found, while mysteri-
ous maps and cryptic waybills were left to
lead the way to cached mission treasures.
It was a time when legends were born,
and most of them were true.

After the Spaniards were driven from
the land and the Americans replaced the
Mexicans, pioneers and settlers found
many of the old mines and missions, but
even more were never found. The Spanish
conquistadores had shipped more gold
and silver to Spain than was then known
in the entire world, but still more was left
behind, most of it hidden in mines con-
cealed during the Indian revolt or buried
by Jesuit Priests when they were arrested
and expelled from their missions. For

every old mine or mission found, many
more are still lost. The greatest treasures
of all still remain to be found.
And what of the Old Spanish Trail?

Traces of it can still be found at places
like the Sinbad Desert and Canyonlands,
where it was worn deeply into soft sand-
stone rock by the passing of countless
pack trains, heavily laden with plundered
treasure. It can be followed from the
Spanish Bottoms on the Colorado River,
where hand-cut steps can still be seen, to
the San Rafael River, where ancient dates
and Catholic crosses are cut into ledge
rock. Traces of it remain from the
Wasatch Mountains to Monument Valley,
and across the deserts of New Mexico to
the Texas gulf coast, where Spanish
galleons waited to carry fortunes in gold
and silver to the king’s coffers at Seville
and Madrid. The Old Spanish Trail is real.
It can still be seen, from the deserts of
Sonora to the mountains of Wyoming. And
the fabulous lost mines and forgotten
missions along its lonely miles are real
too, but their lost treasures are harder to
find.”

�
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Mojave River Valley Museum 
http://www.mvm.4t.com

Dedicated to the preservation and promotion of
the scientific, historical and cultural heritage of
the Mojave Desert.

�

Discover Baja Travel Club
(800) 727-BAJA and on the web at

www.discoverbaja.com
Great newsletter, spectacular insurance prices,

weather and road reports, etc.
�

Map & Compass
compassdave@webtv.net, (714) 647-2352
Navigation Classes by David Mott.

�

The Pink House" Antiques and Collectibles
Owned by Maggie McShan in Needles, CA.  Maggie

says she's open "part of every day when the open sign
is out.

�

www.eco4wd.com  .  info@eco4wd.com
Harry Lewellyn leads desert trips and teaches off-

highway driving through several Orange County
colleges. He also stocks good maps and books, and a
killer tire repair system that is worth its weight in
gold.

�

Friends of the Eastern California Museum
Independence, CA

Check them out! Open weekends. Old farm
machinery, bookstore, reference library, great old
photos and Owens Valley memorabilia. Nice folks,
too.

�

Shoshone Museum Association
118 Hwy. 127 PO Box 38 Shoshone, CA

�

Colorado River Historical Society and Museum
220l Highway 68, Bullhead City, AZ

Located in historic 1940's Catholic Church
(520) 754-3399 e-mail: mhach@juno.com
Exhibits: steamboats, early ranching, mining,

Mojave Indians, Hardyville, gifts. Open daily, l0:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. AZ time   Closed Mondays.

�

Friends of the Mojave Road
37198 Lanfair Rd.G-15 Essex, CA 92332 • (760)

733-4482
http://www.mdhca.org/

Historian Dennis Casebier writes desert guidebooks,
leads trips, builds museums(!) and has other odd
habits. Newsletter subscription is $20.

�

Searles Valley Historical Society Museum and Gift
Shop

In Trona just off the main highway
�

Some good folks to know...
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General Trip Information
1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment (Museum

membership required):
a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja, camping out
wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced Desert Explorers subscribers. The
Desert Explorers newsletter is available for $18 a year.
b. The Mojave River Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with motorhomes and
trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without 4WD vehicles, returning to
camp each night. The trips are led by experienced Museum members who, collectively, have spent decades
learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their newsletter is available for $7/year from editor Gene Stoops
(760) 253-2419.

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are
included in every newsletter on the back of the last page.

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip or until
such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The leader may, if
his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in the trip is terminated.

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly dogs are OK
as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually not from the Museum.

5. To receive the Desert Explorers’ Newsletter, send $18 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan,
CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Desert Explorers.

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip. Channel 13
is the Desert Explorers’ channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so that other members
can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road.

Weekend Trips: There is normally one major trip each month. This will be the trip on which you can look around
and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There
may be another trip during the month for people who have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose
of all this is to generate more coherence as a group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from
the Mojave River Explorers. Don’t forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month.

Trip Coordinator: John Page. Send your trip proposals to John. John will resolve any time conflicts and maybe bug
you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips for subscribers upon request
(see below).

Non Museum sponsored trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of subscribers’ non museum sponsored trips in
order to fill the pages, encourage you to get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain
you. Some trips, because of time or limited number of people, are not suitable for official museum trip status.

Our Trip Coordinator is the point of contact for Subscribers having or wanting to go on a non musuem
sponsored trip.

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the Leader.
Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip meeting

place and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope.
Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual subscription

fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are incurred as a result of
Desert Explorers activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office supplies and postage but do not
include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other extraordinary expenses must be
authorized by the Executive Committee.

Hot Tips for Leaders:
1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The write-ups

should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have enough
information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.)

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave River
Explorers for their outings.

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork for
everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc.

4. Support your other leaders’ trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you.
5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip.
6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert Explorers’

channel 13) in your trip write-up. 
Dog Policy:
Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes blind eye
of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders will not have to
make ad hoc policy.

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader!
2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes.
3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite.
4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Info

Larry Acosta afab@sbcglobal.net
Miguel Aguilar zesto3@verizon.net
Warren Alksnis walksnis@hotmail.com
Reda Anderson Redaflygal@aol.com
Paul Bakkom htapaul@yahoo.com
George Baskevitch gbaskev@cox.net
Jerry Bates donna.bates3@verizon.net
Steven Bein drbein@aol.com
Ted Berger berger@sonic.net
Susan Berry susan1151@earthlink.net
Sid Blumner elmojave@aol.com
Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net
June Box foxieboxie@msn.com
Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net
Jim Byrne jimbyrne@global.nrt
Roger Cannon uncleal@pe.net
Tom Church tomchurch@webtv.net
Herb Clark herbclark@cox.net
Lorene Crawford lrncrw2@earthlink.net
Joseph A. Daly joeadaly@aol.com
Alona Daudel photominer@aol.com
Robert J. Day kd22@cox.net
Herb Deeks h.deeks@sbcglobal.net
Robert DeWolf bobs5@lafn.org
Robert Dodds forthebirds_99@yahoo.com
John Downing downing@chapman.edu
Bill Dunlap wdunlap@lausd.k12.ca.us
Ed Edwards eded010@yahoo.com
Paul Ferry ferry@whidbey.com
John M. Fickewirth jfickewirth@instorm.net
Robert Floth robert7301@yahoo.com
Leonard Friedman l.friedman@att.net
Donna  Fruh dfruh@cyberhotline.com
Ann Fulton jfult@aol.com
George Gilster ggilster@gte.net
David P. Given davegiv1_2001@charter.net
Nancy Gorham ngcarraway@yahoo.com
Pauline A. Goss pgss@qnet.com
David Green seldom5@juno.com
Virginia Hammerness virgham@aol.com
Sunny Hansen sjhsn@yahoo.com

Jerry K. Harada jkh357@sbcglobal.net
Emmett Harder echco@msn.com
Terry Hardwicke thardwicke@earthlink.net
Vicki Hill vlanehill@netzon.net
Dean W. Hilleman deanh707@msn.com
John Hoopes jnhoopes@juno.com
Charles Hughes mhach@juno.com
Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud joeso@earthlink.net
Neal Johns aridneal@earthlink.net
Stephen Jones stevejones@thegriol.net
Chuck Kalbach kalbach@snowline.net
Richard Kenney kennneyrc@sbcglobal.net
Jerry  Kerns jerrytkerns@dock.net
Jerry Koplowitz jkopnv@aol.com
Joann E. Kovaleski johnnjoann@juno.com
Chuck Lahmeyer lahmeyer@pop.jpl.nasa.gov
Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net
David Legters dlegters@aol.com
Larry Lesh pllesh@aol.com
Ron Lipari lipari@conejo.k12ca.us
Ed Manes edmanes @juno.com
Steve Marschke samarschke@raytheon.com
Bob Martin bobmartin@dslextreme.com
Joe McCormick pheidema@lausd.k12.ca.us
Dave McFarland noprophet@netzero.net
Joan McGovern-White jmcgvw@verizon.net
Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com
Debbie Miller dmiller@guideone.com
Chuck Mitchell cmitchell@mbcnet.net
Brad Morrison akens@citlink.net
David Mott compassdave@webtv.net
Emily Murphy patandem@earthlink.net
Robert M. Myers rmyers3510@cs.com
James Neeld kneeld1@socal.rr.com
Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net
Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net
Doug Nunn rdn@trip.net
Terry Ogden teogden@earthlink.net
Bob Oliver mexntex1@juno.com
Bill Ott billottxbillott@aol.com

John Page jppage@adelphia.net
Mel Patterson pattermr@sbeglobal.net
Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com
John  Perko jperko003@earthlink.net
Leroy C. Pilkenton leroy  pilkenton@ccsn.nevada.edu
Richard Pope onerailnut@aol.com
Jim Proffitt jproffitt@sbcglobal.net
Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com
Bruce M. Rausch rauschbm@songs.see.com
Bob Rodemeyer bob.rodemeyer@omnitrans.org
Ana M. Romero anamarie 418@yahoo.com
Alan Romspert aromspert@fullerton.edu
Dario Sanchez dsanmtnrat@aol.com
Nan Savage nsavage@mail.com
Sherry Schmidt sierranv21@aol.com
Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Ken Sears dsearer@earthlink.net
Dale Self kself@yahoo.com
Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu
Jerry Smith jerry27@earthlink.net
Chris  R. Stahl chrisrstahl@hotmail.com
Ed Steiner joansteiner@cox.net
George Stoll agstoll@csupomona.edu
Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net
Kathy Taylor kathyT3d@msn.com
Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com
Bob Thille bcthille@cyberhotline.com
Matt Thoma matthoma@dplanet.ch
Al Thompson climbingal@aol.com
Brad Thompson ka6ued@aol.com
Tom Thompson tom@ttins.com
Loren Upton patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
Christine Urbach curbach@aol.com
Willie Walker inowillie@earthlink.net
Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com
James Watson jwatson444@yahoo.com
Rick Whitaker rwhitake@ci.ontario.ca..us
Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net
Bob Wieting rdwieting@adelphia.net
Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com
Bob Younger byounger@rain.org

Current Desert Explorers with e-mailCurrent Desert Explorers with e-mail
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To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum

send check for $18.00 made out to: DESERT EXPLORERS, to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan, CA  92329
Name Spouse

Address Children

City State Zip

Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Ham Call Sign

You MUST be a Mojave River Valley Museum member to go on field trips...  See above:

Name Spouse
Address Children
City State Zip
Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Museum Membership Application - Send a separate envelope to and a check made out to:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc.

PO Box 1282, Barstow, CA  92312-1282 • Phone: (760) 256-5452
Family - Annual - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$20.00

entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per
cent discount on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities.

Individual - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00

Reda Anderson Dusty P.O. Box 158 El Segundo California 90245-0158 310-322-5098 Redaflygal@aol.com
Robb Anderson RawbananaRob 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-572-6015 av8soulfly@aol.com
Robert Bolin Stamp Licker 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Shirley Bolin Stapler & Folder 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Lorene Crawford The Smile 128 Anita Court Redlands California 92373 909-793-1004 lrncrw2@earthlink.net
Paul Ferry El Cocinero P.O. Box 1428 Point Roberts Washington 98281 360-945-2004 ferry@whidbey.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parmelee Ct. Hemet California 92544 909-927-6476 vlanehill@netzon.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545 818-585-6468 joeso@earthlink.net
Sue Jaussaud Toby Feeder & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545 818-585-6468 joeso@earthlink.net
Marian Johns Woman of Considerable Will 406 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 aridneal@earthlink.net
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. 406 Lytle Creek Road Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 aridneal@earthlink.net
Chuck Kalbach Zanjameister 9930 Johnson Road Phelan California 92371 760-868-6059 kalbach@snowline.net
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Ave. Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323 solariscomm@earthlink.net
Bob Martin Newsletter Editor P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@dslextreme.com
Marilyn Martin Subscriptions & Newsletter Prooferer P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 mjmartin@dslextreme.com
Homer Meek Heroic Hiker 25905 Matfield Dr. Torrance California 90505-7323 310-326-3168 hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86401 928-757-8953 dmess@ctaz.com
Debbie Miller Roadrunner 710 Orangewood Lane San Dimas California 91773 909-989-6748 dmiller@guideone.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 4900 E. Glenview Ave. Anaheim California 92807-1141 714-779-2099 bgneill@earthlink.net
John Page Ajg., Webdude 3675 Gingerwood Ct. Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 jppage@adelphia.net
John  Perko Red Runner (aka Baja Blaster) 1017 Grandview Ave. Ojai California 93023 805 640-9132 jperko003@earthlink.net
Ana M. Romero RawbananaAna 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 anamarie 418@yahoo.com
Alan Romspert Flower Child 605 No. Pomona Ave. Fullerton California 92832 714-870-0946 aromspert@fullerton.edu
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675 aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Diane Sears Webchick Emeritus P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Ken Sears Money Man P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 annestoll@sricrm.com
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 agstoll@csupomona.edu
Donald Sweinhart Mr. Nice P.O. Box 23061 Santa Ana California 92711-3061 ecv1069@earthlink.net
Betty Wallin Secretary & Blender Queen 68200 Calle Bonita Desert Hot Springs California 92240 760-329-2403 wingit@ix.netcom.com
Allan Wicker Photo Phreak 1430 Sitka Ct. Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 allan.wicker@verizon.net

•Our Fearful Leaders•
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