
TRIPTRIP
REPORTSREPORTS

Baja Again
by Neal Johns

GG
ETTING BACK FROM BAJA ONE DAY FROM THE
Canyon’s Deadline (our local Lytle Creek
paper) is a scary thing because the edi-

tor is even meaner than Bob Martin about
deadlines. Finding my best wife gone to Peru
for a month is no fun either. Three hungry
Huskies tried to make up for it, but it just was-
n’t the same. Sigh!
It seemed like a good idea at the time.

Marian was in Peru, leading
an archeological trip for the
Desert Explorers and would-
n’t miss me. Someone would
feed the dogs, and I would go
to the backcountry of Baja
and try to get lost. How can
such a simple plan go so
wrong?
John Perko and Alan

Romspert were sucked into
my plan, and Romspert and I
decided to camp the night
before near the border
somewhere around Tecate
and cross in the morning. We
found a dirt road near
Campo and headed away

from civilization. Oops, what is that big wall
across the road? Ah, the border! Guess we had
better back up a half mile for camp.
Having a little daylight left, we took a nature

walk over to some interesting rocks a half mile
away. Nothing exciting there, but why is that old
van coming our way? Sure hope we are not on
private property. Two gringo guys were in it,
stopped, and said, “Hello! Guess you are our
new neighbors!”. I was a little stunned because
they were the skuzziest looking creatures ever
seen, and not even like any of my neighbors
seen in Lytle Creek. Really! We stammered out
our story of camping there overnight; and they
said, “Fine, we saw you drive in.”, chatted a few
minutes, and drove on past our camp. Later,
sitting around, watching the sunset and illegal
aliens, we decided these van guys were under-
cover Border Patrol agents checking on us.
Sure had us fooled for a while. The only flaw
was their educated speech. Illegal aliens? Yep,
about a half mile away, along our side of the
border, were nine men walking single file
through the bushes toward the east. No way to
report them as my “sat” phone was in Peru.
Later, we heard a helicopter over the eastern
hills. Who knows what happened. The next
morning we crossed into Baja without incident.

A late lunch at restaurant Mission Santa
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Isabel in San
Quintin restored
our energy, and
we headed for
Cataviña for the
night. The plan
was to camp in
author and Baja
expert Marv
Patchen’s house
buried in a
grove of trees in
a scenic arroyo
(we had prior
pe rm i s s i on) .
The gate was
locked, so we
camped nearby
in the white
sand arroyo
near a rocky cliff
and watched the
sun go down. A
Mountain Dew
cooled me down;
life was good.

The next day
we drove to
Mission San
Borja to meet
with the ranch
family that lives
there. They have
the unlikely (for
a Mexican)
name of Smith
because their
long-ago ances-
tor had jumped
off an English

ship. Jose, Anna, and several kids are a
delightful bunch, and we arranged for a
mule trip to an abandoned rancho on the
El Camino Real alternate route the next
day. Having several hours to kill before
going to the Muleport (like an airport,
only slower), we decided to try driving to
Mina San Juan. This mine was the reason
for the existence of the ghost town of Las
Flores, just south of Bahia de Los Angeles
on the east coast.
We had a little trouble on the way: The

“road”, shown as a trail on the Baja
Almanac, was very faint and showed no
signs of any travel. No wonder, that, as
very few people even get to the road head.
It kept crossing and re-crossing Arroyo
San Juan, and the brush on the side of the
track frequently wiped the dust and a lit-
tle paint off of our trucks. Finally it settled
down to staying in the rocky bottom of the
arroyo. Soon we were spending more
time bouncing up and down than travel-
ing forward.
Then the unexpected happened. John

Perko’s 4Runner flew up and came down
upon a large rock. This provided a
demonstration of one of the things that is
different about Baja. Baja air doesn’t like
to be confined. Sooo, a three inch gap
appeared in the sidewall of his rear tire,
and the air rushed out to experience that
free Baja experience that we all know.
“No problem,” said the “experts”. Failing
to notice the gash, we tried to pump the
tire up. No joy. Alan Romspert noticed the
gash and suggested we try something
more productive. As one of the two super-
visors, I agreed. I hate a smartass.
We jacked the beast up, and it
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We lost a long time subscriber last month
when Pete Panattoni passed away. Many of
you will remember Pete as the person who
transcribed so many of Dennis Casebier’s
interview audio tapes and gave so much
time and effort on Dennis’ Mojave books.
Pete never missed an opportunity to get out
on the desert nor did he ever miss a Hardy
Toll Road work party or the annual
Quartzsite swap meet. He was always a
fountain of desert area information from
his extensive library of desert lore.
Pete will be missed by all who knew him.
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promptly fell side-
ways off the jack.
The supervisors
cursed the worker,
and he (Alan)
decided to use his
Pathfinder as a
deadman, with a
strap attached to the
other rear tire of the
4Runner, to keep it
from sliding/falling
sideways. We got the
spare out and
changed after a little
brain work from
Alan and noticed the
sun was very low in
the heavens. Time to
bail out and go to
the Muleport to
camp. 
Perko, feeling his

oats now that he was
back on the road,
left us in the dust
and was soon out of
radio range. And a
good thing it was
too, 'cause we spec-
ulated on his ances-
try several times
when he did not
answer our calls.
Darkness fell, and
we were still driving
out of the canyon. A
voice, a voice on the
radio! Our errant
friend was calling
us! We ignored the
bastard. Finally we
answered him in
pity, and he started
muttering about
how he had gotten
lost, passed a stone
corral and a ranch
previously unseen
before, and was
returning to us. Sure
enough, his head-
lights were soon
blinding us.
Listening to his sad
tale, we determined
that he had gone the
right way, but had
not recognized

things in the dark. He later tried to con-
vince us that he was dehydrated and delu-
sional. We agreed with the latter part and
convinced him that the Baja God had
“got” him because he left us behind to
die. We swore revenge. After camping the
night at the Muleport, we woke up the
next morning to gaze upon three instru-
ments of torture more commonly known
as mules.
Before we could be tortured, we had

to put on some pieces of a cow called
“chaps”. At least I hope it was cow. Our
destination was abandoned Rancho
Aguaje about three miles away like the
crow flies and three and a half hours like
the mule stumbles. Rancho Aguaje was on
an alternate route of the El Camino Real,
and we had not been there. Enough rea-
son to go! Hobbling Perko’s mule kept
him with the rest of the group.
Real Baja People who have the Big

Baja Topo Atlas can find Rancho Aguaje
east of Rancho San Gregorio (the
Muleport). I just had to get that in. My
wife says (Fault #107) I say things like
that because of an inferiority complex.
Not true, it’s just that the one who has the
most books when they die, wins.
As the years go by, the mules grow

higher, but we managed to get onto the
preferred riding position - the top of the
mule. Rancho Aguaje or bust! We rode up
the canyon a few tenths of a mile to where
San Gregorio was terraced into the moun-
tainside (picture in Gerhard and Gulick’s
Guidebook to Lower California) and
turned left. Just over the ridge there were
more stone corrals built a long time ago
by the Indian helpers of the ranchers.
Thousands of stones were used because
no barbed wire was available. Then we
entered a large arroyo, and the faint trail
crisscrossed from one side to the other.
The chaps were very necessary as was the
machete used by Jose Senior to whack the
ends off offending cactus. Jose (Junior)
Jesus, 18, was our other guide from San
Borja. Really nice family, including Anna,
Jose’s esposa, and several kids. Arriving
at the ranch site, we got off the mules
under a cottonwood tree, fell down,
rubbed our legs into submission, got up
and looked around. Nothing was left of
the ranch house, but there was ample
shade, water in bedrock tinajas, and up
the arroyo were several Indian-built rock
shelters used by the Indian ranch work-
ers. One of them had a small tin roof for
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present day use as a line shack. Stumbling
around (effects of the Mule Torture), I
found a couple of broken manos and a
metate. We rested for an hour and then
headed back down the arroyo.
Eyewitnesses claim I was leaning forward,
discussing Muleburgers with my seatmate
every time he decided to hop down a
“step” rather than walk down it. The
damn thing was part rabbit. The trip was
downhill and only took two hours! We
struggled out of our chaps and collapsed.
We camped for the night close to

where we fell and the next morning left
for Paso Hondo, just north of La Purisima
to see some rock art. On the way down,
Perko also showed us some nice petro-
glyphs on a hillside near a chicken ranch.
Now that you have those explicit direc-
tions, you too can go there.
We got to La Purisima without incident

then Alan’s battery died. A gringo lady
missionary who lived there took us to the
local auto parts store, and the only battery
in stock was placed upon the counter.
Amazingly, it fit! The posts were in the
right places and everything.
A few years before, we had talked to

Jim Dandy on the CB as we passed
through La Purisima, and now we would
meet him. Once again the lady helped us
by taking us to Jim’s place. This is the Jim
Dandy who is still boarding Graham
Mackintosh’s burro (the next morning, I
went over to the corral and felt Graham’s
hairy ass). Jim took us in, showed us
where to camp in his compound and fed
us dinner. Life is tough in La Purisima.
Jim had a large trailer under an extremely
large palapa (30+ feet in diameter), a
kitchen built alongside of the trailer, a
proper pooper with no need to put your
paper into the waste can, a shower, work-
bench area, and God knows what else.
That was one big palapa. Talk went on for
hours as Jim was knowledgeable about
many subjects.
Jim fixed breakfast for us, and we

headed north for Paso Hondo to find the
rock art. The road followed the general
route of the El Camino Real but was a lit-
tle wider and smoother, no doubt. When
we arrived at the edge of town (a few
houses), there was a truck stalled in the
middle of the road unable to move. We
drove up the embankment around him –
a little tippy for my pop-top – parked and
offered to help. A little magic with a meter
showed that even with voltage applied, the

starter would not even grunt. Towing him
a few feet at ten miles per hour got him
running, and then we asked around for
the mules we needed to ride to the rock
art sites. No mulas. But there were sup-
posed to be some available a few miles
north, so off we went. We met the mule
rancher walking the road before we got to
his ranch and again, no mulas. He did
know where a rock art site was, pointed
to a cliff in a side wash a couple of tenths
away and asked if we wanted to walk over.
Alan and I looked at each other, felt our
Mula Muscles and my hurting knees, and
said, “No, Gracias.”. He looked kind of
puzzled as we were obviously there to do
just that. Oh well, crazy gringos! We
assured the rancher we would be back
someday when he had mules and headed
back to La Purisima.
Jim Dandy had told us about a route

through the mountains to Mulege that
started north of San Juanico and followed
Canyon Raymundo. This sounded good,
so off we went. I gassed up in San
Juanico, but Alan and John passed up a
gas station in Baja. Would you believe it?
The right turn at Ballena showed up on
schedule but as it looked like two parallel
cow tracks, and was signed to some
ranch we had never heard of (Rancho
Tular), we didn’t know what to do. Finally,
we turned east on
it as my religion
requires; and sure
enough, it took us
to Mulege. On the
way, the foolish
ones had to dig
out their gas cans
and pour the go-
juice into their
SUV’s. Hee, Hee,
Hee. We had a
great camp about
a mile before a
side road that
goes to the ruins
of Mission
Guadalupe.
The next morning, I told the guys I and

my Mula Muscles and burning kneecaps
were bugging out and heading straight
home, not even stopping at the BBBB4
(Boojum Buddies Baja Bash #4 – a gath-
ering of the Amigo Board clan from
http://www.bajanet.com/general). This
got their attention because it was no
secret that I wanted to attend and check

up on my WiW’s (Numbered Wives in
Waiting). I stayed with the guys until they
split off to see more rock art at La
Trinidad.
When nightfall approached, I camped

near the head of Arroyo Calamajue a cou-
ple of miles off Highway 1 and listened to
the coyotes howl. The next day, the wait at
Tecate was 45 minutes. When I got home
to Lytle Creek, I had to listen to my three
Huskies howl in greeting. Are there any
bad trips to Baja? Nah. But there are
things like bad knees!�

Peru
by Marian Johns

WW
OW! WE DID IT, AND WHAT A FINE
group of travelers we had!. Twelve
brave souls have just returned

from a venture to Peru, the archaeologi-
cal center of the western hemisphere
which stretches from the barren coastal
deserts to the heights of the Peruvian
Andes and beyond into the tropics. This
was an experimental sort of trip. Instead
of relying on an escorted, commercial
tour, we planned our own trip, created
our own itinerary, reserved hotels on our

own, rented three 4x4 double-cab pickup
trucks and then drove ourselves all over
Peru visiting archaeological sites, muse-
ums, cities, towns, and villages. Along the
way we absorbed the incredible scenery
of this fascinating country. 
As the so-called leader of this expedi-

tion, I bought five Peru guide books and
then scoured them for information about
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not-to-be-missed sights, car rentals, road
conditions, mileages, travel time, hotels
(criteria was moderate price and hot
water). Then using this information, I
worked up an itinerary that lengthened
into a three week proposition. Still, three
weeks didn’t allow enough time to see
much of northern Peru, so four of us
opted for an additional week. I also
searched the internet and found even
more information about health issues,
recommended immunizations, prevent-
ing altitude sickness, money, security,
etc., etc..
Back in May, airline fares were excep-

tionally low. The cost of a round-trip
ticket from Los Angeles to Lima on
American Airlines was only $471. So, I e-
mailed all prospective travelers and said,
“You will buy your plane tickets NOW if
you are committed to making this trip!”.

Lo and behold, twelve
people bought their tick-
ets so we were in busi-
ness.  Twelve was a
perfect number for three
vehicles. More people or
vehicles would have
been difficult to manage.
Thanks to this great
crew, plans were devel-
oped to bring emergency
tools, a first aid kit and
GMRS radios with mag
mount antennas for
intra-vehicle communi-
cation.
Then, Kathy Mitchell,

our fluent Spanish
speaker, took on the
arduous task of phon-
ing or e-mailing all of
the proposed hotels to
make reservations,
and she also made the
reservations for the
three trucks after call-
ing and comparing
four different rental
companies. Once we
were actually in Peru,
she became our indis-
pensable communica-
tor and translator.
Many thanks, Kathy
for your considerable
time and effort on our
behalf!
September 4th,

our departure date,
finally arrived.
Assembled at LAX at
an ungodly early-
morning hour were
Kathy and Chuck
Mitchell, Joann and
John Kosharek,
Lorene Crawford,
Reda Anderson,
John Page,
Charlayne Horton
(my cousin), and
myself. Neal, the
stubborn old fart,
refused to go. Our
flight route took us
via Miami where we picked up Lorene’s
daughter, Mary Crawford and her hus-
band John Hunt. Then, in Lima, our
group was finally complete with the

arrival of Paul Ferry who lives in
Washington State. Paul is a good friend of
John Page and has been on a number of
Desert Explorers’ trips. 

Next Meeting 
Ding & Allan Wicker’s
4:00 p.m. meeting

6:00 p.m Christmas Party!
Be there!!!
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For the next 21 days, we visited 20
archaeological sites and nine museums.
We took a boat trip to the Ballestras
Islands off the Peruvian coast to see a
myriad of sea creatures and birds; took
an airplane flight to overlook the mysteri-
ous Nazca Lines; saw hundreds of petro-
glyphs at Toro Muerto; drove along Cañon
Colca, one of the world’s deepest –
deeper than the Grand Canyon; watched
Andean condors soaring; gawked at herds
of llamas, alpacas, and vicuñas; ooed and
aahed over a newborn, day-old baby
alpaca; in Arequipa viewed Juanita - the
“Ice Maiden” mummy – a human sacrifi-
cial victim found on the heights of an
Andean peak; took another boat trip to
visit the floating islands in Lake Titicaca;
marveled at the Inca stone work in and
around Cuzco; went shopping at the col-
orful and lively Pisac Sunday market;
bought so many souvenirs some of us had
to buy extra luggage; crossed the Andes
several times at elevations of 14,000,
15,000 and 16,000 ft. and another time
through the Cahuish Tunnel at 14,500 ft.;
drove down the narrow, heart-stopping
Cañon del Pato of the Rio Santa with its 35
tunnels - 47 if you count all of the tunnels
of the Rio Santa; and examined remnants
of the Moche and Chimu cultures around
Trujillo. Of course, the highlight of the
entire trip was Machu Picchu and the
train ride to this most-famous-of-all

Peruvian archaeo-
logical treasures.
Machu Picchu is
lush and tropical
due to its relatively
low altitude of
8,000 ft..
Of all the sights

and sites we saw, I
would put the Nazca
Lines at the top of
my don’t-miss list.
And of all the muse-
ums we visited, I
think I was most
impressed by the
Raphael Larco
Herrera in Lima.
Stored here are
hundreds and hun-
dreds of Moche
ceramic pots. So
many in one place
was overwhelming.
Three other new
museums in north-
ern Peru should
also be mentioned.
The museum in
Leymebamba has a
wonderful display of
artifacts from the
C h a c h a p o y a
Culture. The two

other new muse-
ums are near
Chiclayo. They
have collections
of magnificent
gold, silver,
beaded and
inlaid artifacts
from the tombs
at Batán Grande
of the Sicán cul-
ture and the
tombs at Sipán
of the Moche
culture. In my
opinion, artifacts
from these sites
rival those from Egypt’s King Tut’s
tomb.
We (I, at least) thoroughly enjoyed

the food. Ceviche (marinated raw
fish/seafood) and cuy (guinea pig) are
Peruvian specialties. Potatoes and rice
are staples served with almost every
lunch or dinner. Prices for complete

meals were very reasonable – much
lower than comparable meals at home.
Many days, we bought food with money
from the group kitty and fixed our own
lunches on the road. Mary and John were
the kitty keepers and consequently
became the food shoppers. They also
used the kitty to pay for fuel and the entry
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tickets for all of the archaeological sites
and museums. The kitty was a great time
saver, and it simplified some of our trav-
eling chores. Thanks, John and Mary for
a terrific job!
Traffic in Peruvian cities is unbeliev-

able – totally chaotic and intimidating. We
found that hiring a local guide and tour
bus was the way to see things once we
arrived in a town. This also saved time

and helped prevent
frazzled nerves.
Most hotels had no
facilities for park-
ing vehicles, but
they were always
able to direct us to
a nearby, secure
parking lot where
the trucks could be
left overnight. Our
three trucks, two
Toyotas and one
Mazda, were
diesels – noisy and
underpowered, but
diesels are very
common so finding
fuel was never a

problem. 
Thirty-six years ago, I made my first

trip to Peru, driving down in a Jeep, but I
had forgotten much. So, this time, Peru
was almost like a new place I’d never
been before. The Andes seemed bigger,
higher, steeper and the valleys deeper
than I remember. There were places
where our narrow roads clung to the
mountainsides, with scary drop-offs hun-
dreds and maybe even thousands of feet
to the bottoms below – at least it seemed
like thousands of feet. On these twisting
and turning one-lane dirt roads, we never
knew when we might meet another vehi-
cle.
The cities seem bigger too - and uglier.

The central plazas are usually attractive,
but beyond, buildings are a hodgepodge
and frequently unfinished. Trash is a hor-
rific problem as is the lack of sanitation
and purified water. We drank only bottled
water. Poverty is the norm, and stray dogs

are everywhere. Yet, the people are
friendly and helpful.
Three weeks seemed to fly by, and all

too soon it was time to say farewell to our
eight traveling companions who were
going home early. We four (John Page,
Paul Ferry – our new chief communica-
tor, Reda Anderson – our new kitty
keeper, and myself), who were staying an
extra week, continued north on the Pan
American Highway and then turned east.
After crossing the lowest Andean pass
(7,000 ft.) we found ourselves in a ver-
dant jungle. This last week, we visited
eight more archaeological sites and five
more museums. The highlight of the week
was the Chachapoya ruins of Kuélap, a
fortified city, sometimes called the Machu
Picchu of the north. We drove some of the
most awesome, narrow, hair-raising
roads of the whole trip. By the time we
reached Cajamarca, I was getting a little
homesick – especially after I saw a
Siberian Husky like ours at home. I sort
of missed Neal too, but don’t tell him. 
After good experiences and wonderful

sights for nearly a month, our last day was
a bummer. On our way back to Lima, we
were stopped three times by the Policía
Carreterra. The first time I was driving,
and the officer never mentioned why we
were stopped. Eventually he let us go on.
I was driving the second time too. This
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time it cost us $100 which could conve-
niently be paid directly to the officer if we
didn’t want to go back miles in the wrong
direction to pay at the police station. We
felt the infraction was bogus and were
seething with irate rage. After that, I
turned the wheel over to John Page, who
was stopped the last time. For a little
something ($12) we were allowed to go
on.
These unpleasant incidents cast a

cloud over our otherwise near-perfect
trip. Now that I’m home and have had a
few days to cool off, I still think it was a
great trip. We saw Peru from top to bot-
tom in a way that few travelers do. Would
I do it again? You can bet I would. Would
I change anything? I wouldn’t eat that
slice of tomato that probably caused me a
day and a night of misery.

�

FutureFuture
TripSTripS

All trips require a four-
wheel drive vehicle and a
working CB unless otherwise
specified by the trip leader.
Non-complying vehicles will
not be allowed on trips.
Leaders may authorize a
variance at their discretion.

Scorpios Go
South!

November 9, 10, and 11.
Leader: Anne Stoll

CB: 13

JJ
OIN THE NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY SCORPIOS
(Sue, Anne, Vicki, Dave, Marilyn,
Nancy and ?) and friends as we follow

our fearless leader Neal into the wilder-
ness south of Laguna Salada in Baja.
Details are still tentative, (some folks
might go out Friday) but the plan for now

is leave Saturday
morning at 9:00
a.m. from down-
town Calexico on
CB 13 and cross
the border. 
Saturday night

will be a boonies
camp in gorgeous
open desert coun-
try somewhere at
the base of the
Sierra Juarez. 
Sunday’s plan

has cahanged -
with the 3-day
weekend prevent-
ing reservations,
and now a fire at
Guadalupe Canyon, we are skipping that
part of the published itinerary. The trip
now involves two nights of dry camping
somewhere around the west side of
Laguna Salada in the foothills of the
Sierra Juarez. It will be somewhat
exploratory, with our Fearless Leader
Neal in the lead.
Monday we’ll try (again) to hike to the

painted cave in Viboro Canyon before
heading home (we’ll follow Marian this
time, instead of John Page). Picture ID
(passport?), Mexican insurance, CB and
4WD necessary. Space limited. RSVP and
SASE to Anne Stoll (see Leader List)(aqs-
toll@concentric.net) or (annestoll@sri-
crm.com). �

Eureka Dunes,
Steel Pass, &
Saline Valley
November 16-17
Leader: John Page

CB: 13

II
MADE THIS RUN IN MY SAMURI IN THE
early 1990’s. A small group, lead by
George Gilster, split from a Desert

Explorers’ trip led by Walt Wheelock to
take the “short cut” from Eureka Dunes
to the Warms Springs in Saline Valley. It
did not seem too difficult then, although
the road may have deteriorated in the
intervening years. Roger Mitchell gives
two ledges on the route a difficulty rating
of IV (out of V) in his book “Death Valley
SUV Trails”: trip 28. Hi clearance vehi-
cles are required.
This is a pre-run of a trip I promised

to lead in November 2003.
We will meet in Big Pine, visit the

Eureka Dunes, make the run through
Dedeckera Canyon over Steel Pass to the
Warm Springs and Saline Valley, where
we will camp, soak in the hot water, and
enjoy a potluck dinner.
On our way home Sunday we should

be able to find a waterfall and fern grotto
in one of the canyons on the west side of
Saline Valley.
Call or e-mail John Page for informa-

tion on the starting location and time.�

Digital photo by Mary Crawford
Cañon Colca

Desert Explorers
Trip Schedule

November 9-11 South of Laguna Salada Stoll

November 16-17  Eureka Dunes/Saline Valley Page

November 23 Miller Jeep Trail Romero

December 27-31 Anza Borrego Romero

December Mojave Desert Burger

January 11-14 Sayonara Mojave Johns

January 18-26 2003 Quartzsite Martin

February 8-9 Mojave Exploratory Jaussaud

March 1-2 DE Rendezvous

March Central Baja Perko

April Death Valley Romero

May Hualapai Mountains Wallin

September  2003 Taklamakan Desert Anderson

October 2003 Saline/Death Valley Page



Miller Jeep Trail
November 23, 2002

Leaders: Ana Romero and
Robb Anderson

JJ
OIN US FOR A FUN AND ADVENTURESOME
one-day trip on the Miller Jeep Trail
in the Los Padres National Forest.

Lockers are recommended. After we run
the trail we can play at the Hungry Valley
ORV area by Gorman. Call Ana Marie
Romero or Robb Anderson (see Fearful
Leader List) if you are interested.�

Quartzsite 2003
January 18-26, 2003
Leaders: Marilyn & Bob

Martin
CB 33

Private trip

II
t IS THAT TIME AGAIN. EMPTY YOUR COIN
jar; take the cans and bottles to the
recycler; re-sole your walking shoes

and come to the Quartzsite shows one-
more-time! The show schedule is once
again changed so that all but the Pow
Wow is open during this week, but most
close on the 26th while the Pow Wow
doesn’t open until January 29th. So, if you
want to see the Pow Wow, adjust your
schedule accordingly. We have decided to

pass on it this year so will leave
on the 26th.
If you haven’t been before

send me a SASE, and I will send
you a map. We will be as close to
the usual camp spot as possible,
blue flashing light at night as
usual. �
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Southern Nevada Rock Art Enthusiasts
% Fred Clewell

9980 West La Mancha Ave.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89149
e-mail snrat@hotmail.com

Just as the name says, their thing is Rock Art,
both Pictographs and Petroglyphs

�

Mojave River Valley Museum 
http://www.mvm.4t.com

Dedicated to the preservation and promotion
of the scientific, historical and cultural heritage
of the Mojave Desert.

�
Discover Baja Travel Club

(800) 727-BAJA and on the web at
www.discoverbaja.com

Great newsletter, spectacular insurance prices,
weather and road reports, etc.

�

Ecological 4Wheeling Adventures
P.O. Box 12137, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(949) 645-7733  .  FAX (949) 645-7738
www.eco4wd.com  .  info@eco4wd.com

Harry Lewellyn leads desert trips and teaches
off-highway driving through several Orange
County colleges. He also stocks good maps and
books, and a killer tire repair system that is
worth its weight in gold.

�

Friends of the Eastern California Museum
Independence, CA

Check them out! Open weekends. Old farm
machinery, bookstore, reference library, great
old photos and Owens Valley memorabilia. Nice
folks, too.

�

Colorado River Historical Society and Museum
220l Highway 68, Bullhead City, AZ

Located in historic 1940's Catholic Church
(520) 754-3399 e-mail: mhach@juno.com
Exhibits: steamboats, early ranching, mining,

Mojave Indians, Hardyville. Gifts, Open daily,
l0:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. AZ time   Closed
Mondays

�

Friends of the Mojave Road
Box 7, Essex, CA 92332 • (760) 733-4482

http://www.mdhca.org/
Historian Dennis Casebier writes desert

guidebooks, leads trips, builds museums(!) and
has other odd habits. Newsletter subscription is
$20.

�

Map & Compass
compass2@webtv.net, (714) 647-2352
Navigation Classes by David Mott

�

Some good folks to know...

Where am I?Where am I?
Mystery location for September:Death Valley, east of Skidoo and northeast of Aguereberry Point.
Winners: Bill Ott, Bill Dunlap, Matt Thoma (from Switzerland)
Bob Peltzman is lost again. "Where Am I?" He says he went left when the rest went right and is

completely lost. He sent us this map of where he is. Send your guess as to where this is to Bob at:
bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word "Lost" in the subject), and he will send me the names of the
first three people to correctly guess the location along with a different lost map to publish in another
newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is in such as “The southern part
of Death Valley near the Devil’s Golf Course.”
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General Trip Information
1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment

(Museum membership required):
a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja,
camping out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced desert rats.
The Desert Explorers Newsletter is available for $18 a year.
b. The Mojave Desert Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with
motorhomes and trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without
4WD vehicles, returning to camp each night. The trips are led by Bill Mann (760) 256-6141) and Gene
Stoops, (760) 253-2419 who have spent decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their
Newsletter is available for $7/year from Editor Jerry Etchison, 1215 E. Airport Dr., Ontario, CA, 91761. A
$5 donation per weekend per participant is requested to help defray costs.

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are
included in every newsletter on the back of the last page.

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip
or until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The
leader may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in
the trip is terminated.

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly
dogs are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually
not from the Museum.

5. To receive the Desert Explorers Newsletter, send $18 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box
291759, Phelan, CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Desert Explorers.

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip.
Channel 13 is the Desert Explorer channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so
that other members can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road.

Third Weekend Trips: There is one major trip each month on the third weekend of the month. This will be
the trip on which you can look around and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other
wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There is usually another trip during the month for people who
have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of all this is to generate more coherence as a
group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from the Mojave Desert Explorers. Don’t
forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month.

Trip Coordinator: John Page. Send your trip proposals to John. John will resolve any time conflicts and
maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips upon
request (see below).

Private Trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of private trips in order to fill the pages, encourage you to
get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain you. Some trips, because of time or
limited number of people, are not suitable for Official Museum Trip status. Our Trip Coordinator is the
point of contact for people having or wanting to go on a private trip.

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the
Leader.

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip
meeting place, and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope.

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual
subscription fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are
incurred as a result of Desert Explorer activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office
supplies and postage but do not include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other
extraordinary expenses must be authorized by the Executive Committee.

Hot Tips for Leaders:
1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The

write-ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have
enough information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.)

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave
Desert Explorers for their outings.

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork
for everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc.

4. Support your other leader’s trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you.
5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip.
6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert

Explorers channel 13) in your trip write-up. 
Dog Policy:
Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes
blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders
will not have to make ad hoc policy.

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader!
2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes.
3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite.
4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Info

Larry Acosta lacosta@brady.com
Miguel Aguilar migphy@aol.com
Warren Alksnis walksnis@hotmail.com
Reda Anderson Redaflygal@aol.com
Vic Antonovich toyotavic@webtv.net
Bryan Babineau bryan_babineau@yahoo.com
Jerry Bates donna.bates3@verizon.net
Dennis Beeson sstprotow@aol.com
Steven Bein k6mbp@attbi.com
Ted Berger berger@sonic.net
Susan Berry susan1151@earthlink.net
Dave Beyer debeyer@att.net
Sid Blumner elmojave@aol.com
Debbie Burger dburger@guidemail.com
Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net
June Box foxieboxie@msn.com
Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net
Jim Byrne jimbyrne@prodigy.net
Christopher Caccese ccaccese@hotmail.com
Roger Cannon uncleal@pe.net
Deborah  Cherry ww4x4@aol.com
Tom Church tomchurch@webtv.net
Herb Clark barb nherb@aol.com
Bill Corry bil@bilcorry.com
Lorene Crawford lrncrf@lccas.com
Joseph A. Daly joeadaly@aol.com
John Dark bedrock44@webtv.net
Robert J. Day kd22@home.com
Robert DeWolf bobs5@lafn.org
Milt Dietsch miltdietsch@msn.com
Robert Dodds forthebirds_99@yahoo.com
Bill Dunlap jdunlap@conejo.k12.ca.us
Ed Edwards 415ed@citlink.net
Paul Ferry ferry@whidbey.com
Robert Floth robert7301@yahoo.com
Ann Fulton jfult@aol.com
George Gilster ggilster@gte.net
David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
Pauline A. Goss pgss@qnet.com
Virginia Hammerness virgham@aol.com
Stephen Hanks sbhanks@earthlink.net
Sunny Hansen sjhsn@yahoo.com

Jerry K. Harada jjrkh@aol.com
Terry Hardwicke thardwicke@earthlink.net
Jill S. Heaton, Ph.D. jill-heaton@institute-redlands.edu
Vicki Hill vlanehill@netzon.net
Dean W. Hilleman deanh2000@msn.com
John Hoopes jnhoopes@juno.com.
Charles Hughes mhach@juno.com
Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Jimmy James fishunter@sisp.net
Bob Jaussaud joeso@earthlink.net
Neal Johns neal@pe.net
Stephen Jones stevejones@thegriol.net
Chuck Kalbach kalbach@snowline.net
Jerry  Kerns jerrytkerns@dock.net
John Kosharek johnnjoann@juno.com
Jim Laage jimlaage@go.com
Robert Laren tworsharron@att.net
Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net
Ron Lewis lrgmrg@sbcglobal.net
Ron Lipari rlipari@conejo.k12.ca.us
Carl Lunde carl.t.lunde@aero.org
Ed Manes edmanes @juno.com
John Marnell marnell@citlink.net
Bob Martin bobmartin@snowline.net
David McClanahan dmcclanahan@bak.rr.com
Joe McCormick pheidema@lausd.k12.ca.us
Dave McFarland noprophet@netzero.net
Joan McGovern-White joan@greencafe.com
Homer Meek hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com
Chuck Mitchell cmitchell@mbcnet.net
Gary Mortimer gmortimer@conejo.K12.ca.us
Jay Myers jayclams@aol
Deborah Nakamoto Skaihorse@earthlink.net
Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net
Ann Marie Nelson annmarie@jetlink.net
Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net
Doug Nunn nwn@qnet.com
Terry Ogden ogden@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
Bob Oliver mexntex1@juno.com
Bill Ott billottxbillott@aol.com
John Page jppage@adelphia.net

Steve Panattoni dapanfam@earthlink.net
Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com
Steve Pencall spencall@gnww.net
John  Perko jperko003@earthlink.net
Leroy C. Pilkenton leroy  pilkenton@ccsn.nevada.edu
David Pope dezrtdave@yahoo.com
Richard Pope windwizard@attglobal.net
Jim Proffitt jproffi@sbcglobal.net
Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com
Paul Renner ecvwarhorse@hotmail.com
Bob Rodemeyer bob.rodemeyer@omnitrans.org
Ana M. Romero arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert aromspert@fullerton.edu
Ron Ross ronald.g.ross-jr @jpl.nasa.gov
Dario Sanchez dsanmtnrat@aol.com
Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Ken Sears dsearer@earthlink.net
Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu
Bill Skelton baskel10@aol.com
Jerry Smith jerytim@aol.com
Larry Sorenson 4xteardrop@msn.com
Chris  R. Stahl chrisrstahl@hotmail.com
Ed Steiner joansteiner@cox.net
Anne Stoll aqstoll@concentric.net
Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net
Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com
Bob Thille bcthille@cyberhotline.com
Matt Thoma matthoma@dplanet.ch
Brad Thompson ka6ued@aol.com
Loren Upton patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
James Wales walesje@yahoo.com
Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com
Matt Westlake ifollowtheson@hotmail.com
Marley White mwhite02@san.rr.com
Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net
G. Wayne Wickstrom waynewick@hotmail.com
Bob Wieting bob.wieting@solar.siemens.com
Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com
Paul Winters darev@eee.org
Myrna Wosk mstarrw@aol.com
Bob Younger robert_younger@pocketmail.com

Current Desert Explorers with e-mailCurrent Desert Explorers with e-mail
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D e s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ews l e t t e r  s u b s c r i p t i on  f ormDe s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ew s l e t t e r  s ub s c r i p t ion  f orm
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum

send check for $18.00 made out to: DESERT EXPLORERS, to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan, CA  92329
Name Spouse

Address Children

City State Zip

Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Ham Call Sign

You MUST be a Mojave River Valley Museum member to go on field trips...  See below:

Name Spouse
Address Children
City State Zip
Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Museum Membership Application - Send a separate envelope to and a check made out to:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc.

PO Box 1282, Barstow, CA  92312-1282 • Phone: (760) 256-5452
Family - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$20.00

entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per
cent discount on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities.

Individual - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00

Reda Anderson Dusty P.O. Box 158 El Segundo California 90245-0158 310-322-5098 Redaflygal@aol.com
Robb Anderson RawbananaRob 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-572-6015 av8soulfly@aol.com
Debbie Burger Floozy 10801 LEmon Ave #2424 Alta Loma California 91737 909-989-6748 dburger@guidemail.com
Robert Bolin Stamp Licker 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Shirley Bolin Stapler & Folder 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robtnshirl@earthlink.net
Lorene Crawford The Smile 128 Anita Court Redlands California 92373 909-793-1004 lrncrf@lccas.com
Paul Ferry El Cocinero P.O. Box 1428 Point Roberts Washington 98281 360-945-2004 ferry@whidbey.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parrmelee Ct. Hemet California 92544 909-927-6476 vlanehill@netzon.net
Robert J. Jacoby Brewmeister 2245 Wellesley Ave. Los Angeles California 90064 310-826-8982 jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 909-318-1444 joeso@earthlink.net
Sue Jaussaud Toby Feeder & Co-Chairman 1088 Levee Dr. Mohave Valley Arizona 86440 520-768-5213 joeso@earthlink.net
Marian Johns Woman of Considerable Will Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Chuck Kalbach Zanjameister 9930 Johnson Road Phelan California 92371 760-868-6059 kalbach@snowline.net
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323 solariscomm@earthlink.net
Bob Martin Newsletter Editor P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Marilyn Martin Subscriptions & Newsletter Prooferer P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Homer Meek Heroic Hiker 25905 Matfield Dr. Torrance California 90505-7323 310-326-3168 hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86401 928-757-8953 dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 4900 E. Glenview Ave. Anaheim California 92807-1141 714-779-2099 bgneill@earthlink.net
John Page Ajg, Webdude 3675 Gingerwood Ct. Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 jppage@adelphia.net
John  Perko Red Runner (aka Baja Blaster) 1017 Grandview Ave. Ojai California 93023 805 640-9132 jperko003@earthlink.net
Ana M. Romero RawbananaAna 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert Flower Child 605 No. Pomona Ave. Fullerton California 92832 714-870-0946 aromspert@fullerton.edu
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675 aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Diane Sears Webchick Emeritus P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Ken Sears Money Man P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 aqstoll@concentric.net
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 agstoll@csupomona.edu
Betty Wallin Secretary & Blender Queen 68200 Calle Bonita Desert Hot Springs California 92240 760-329-2403 wingit@ix.netcom.com
Allan Wicker Photo Phreak 1430 Sitka Ct. Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 allan.wicker@verizon.net

•Our Fearful Leaders•
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