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Meanwhile Back in

Camp
by Marilyn Martin

WW
HEN BOB LEFT IN THE MORNING TO GO ON
the Cerbat loop trip it looked like a
beautiful day was in store for the trip. I

did, however, ask him to put up the motor
home awning in case a wind should come in
the afternoon as I am unable to put up the big
awning. “Not to worry,” he replied. “It should
be O.K.” Sure enough, about 3 p.m. we had a
couple of nasty sudden squalls which rocked
the motor home a bit. When I looked up
toward the mountains it looked really black.
“Oh well”, I thought, “they’ll at least be on the
way back and shouldn’t have too much trou-
ble.” Hah!!

About 4 p.m. Don and Myrtie Putnam pulled
up in front of our motor home, and Myrtie
looked a bit frazzled. I knew “good news” was
about to be forthcoming. They came inside and
sat down before Don said “Would you like the
good news or the bad news first?” 

“Oh my God!!” I thought. What I said was,
“Someone’s car broke.” 

“That’s part of  it.”
“The car is ours.”
“That’s part of it.” was the reply.

Now as much as I have enjoyed 4-wheeling
my one nightmare has been that someone
would get hurt trying to repair a temporarily
detained car. Cars are replaceable - not so peo-
ple and people parts! My next question was the
obvious, “No one is hurt?”.

“No”, replied Don and Myrtie in unison “no
one is hurt, but both your car and the
Dinsmoor’s new Land Rover are really broken
down.” They then continued to tell me the story
of all the trials and tribulations of the day’s
tour.

Finally we all calmed down enough to start
thinking about what we should do. The
Putnams had sent the Hoopes ahead to stay at
their house in Newberry Springs, and finally,
Myrtie had Don take her to her trailer to get
her hidden cell phone so she could call a
neighbor to let the Hoopes in. Bob had our cell
phone with him so I asked Myrtie to bring hers
back to my motor home.

While she and Don were gone I went to the
phone booth at the trailer park with all the
quarters I could find. Yes, I have a calling card
- a new one which I didn’t bring with me and
couldn’t have used if I had it as I didn’t have the
code with me. I called our #2 son and got his
answering machine; left a message telling him
to get a 4x4 over here to us.

When Don and Myrtie returned I begged the
use of their phone, Bob had ours, and called
Neal Johns. I got his answering machine and
asked he call both of our sons and get some-
one in the family to come to the aid of their
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aged parents. Thanks, Neal.
Just as Bob limped into camp with pas-

senger, Dario Sanchez, the ranger came
by with a message from grandson, Brian.
He had talked to Neal. We called him and
told him not to try to come over.

Right after removing his GREASY
clothes and having a glass of something
refreshing Bob and Dario “regaled” me
with the day’s HORROR stories which
have been previously printed so you can
all say, “Glad I wasn’t along.”

As I write this we are still in Camp
Davis unable to find a dolly to tow our
valiant little truck home. It broke its back,
according to witnesses, trying to pull out
a vehicle that outweighed it considerably
over rough terrain. Many thanks to all of
you who helped try to get the other vehi-
cle out and saw to it Bob got safely back.

This will be a trip to talk about for
sure.

Epilogue: The truck is fixed and has
been on two trips.�

Glamis-Rand Mine
Tour

By Chuch Kalbach

ON APRIL 20TH, A BEAUTIFUL SPRING DAY
with little wind, a group that
included Chuck and Jeanice

Kalbach, Jerry and Donna Bates, Dave
Given and friend Debbie Burger, Marian
and Neal Johns, Gerald McBride, Ralph
Worthing and Dan Dinsmoor met with
Greg Brasel, the mine superintendent. at
the mine headquarters. After a short lec-
ture on safety we boarded a small bus and
proceeded to an overlook. Below was a
huge pit with tiny trucks and loaders.
From there we went down to the loading
area where the trucks and loaders
became full size. They haul 200 tons! The
operation runs 20 hours a day - 6 days a
week. They are excavating the old Yellow
Astor Mine and heap-leaching the ore. We

saw drilling rigs sampling ahead of the
excavation to determine ore value since
different grades are leached in different
heaps. Greg took us past the reduction
facility where they reduce the gold to a
70# lump or doré which is sent to Salt
Lake City for further refining - a huge
operation. The group went to Jerry’s and
Donna’s cabin in Red Mountain for lunch
and then up Hwy. 395 to the Summit
Diggings, which was an early placer oper-
ation. There is still ongoing work being
done by weekend miners. We saw the rail-
road tunnel and shoo-fly or temporary
track built after a tunnel fire to bypass it
while it was rebuilt. The railroad runs
from Mojave to Searles Junction as the
Union Pacific, formerly Southern Pacific,
and then to Trona as the Trona Railroad.
We went south over parts of an old wagon
road to a place called Steam Well. There
is a petro site there that is now inside a
wilderness area. Most of the group hiked
in to the site. By then everyone was tired
and in need of a snack before heading
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home, so we ended the trip at the general
store in Randsburg with its 100 year old
soda bar for ice cream and cold drinks
and to peruse their excellent book selec-
tion. �

Indian Country
Tour

by Reda Anderson
Part I

OO
NE OF THE BEST FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE
trips I’ve taken recently was led by
trip leader extraordinaire Marian

Johns. We did let Neal Johns come along
for the ride. The scenery around the Four
Corners area of Arizona, Colorado, Utah,
and New Mexico is, perhaps, unique in
the world.

Day-1, Sunday: Our 13 vehicles and 25

anxious-to-be-on-
the-dirt humans
assembled at the
Wal-Mart in
Flagstaff, AZ. My
b o o k w o r m
appetite was
nearly satiated at
our first stop,
BOOKMANS USED
BOOKSTORE and
visiting the
MUSEUM OF
NORTHERN ARI-
ZONA. Do go out
of your way for
this experience

when anywhere near Flagstaff. We spent
the balance of the day exploring SUNSET
CRATER VOLCANO NATIONAL MONU-
MENT and the well-preserved ruins at
WUPATKI NATIONAL MONUMENT
(Delorme AZ 32D2-3). Camp was as we
like it, in the boonies - but this time, sunk
into dark gray lava sand.

Day-2, Monday: While Ron Ross left
the group with Nancy MacClean to
retrieve his jacket that had been left in
Flagstaff, Don Sweinhart and Betty Wallin
explored an old Indian Trial, and the rest
of us spent the early morning inspecting
the plethora of Anasazi pottery sherds
near our camp - plethora meaning: you
couldn’t take a step without walking on
them. After breaking camp, we turned off
the dirt onto asphalt for 11 miles. A few
feet onto dirt again, eagle-eyed Tail-End-
Charlie, Bob Martin, commanded, “Stop
the train! I see something on the dirt I
don’t like.” Bob walked forward, head
bowed down, tracing a curious string of
nickel sized wet drops an inch or two

apart. Virgina Hamerness’s 1994 Ford
Ranger was the sickie. Upon investiga-
tion, Bob and Neal determined that she
“forgot to back up before she got onto the
asphalt” which is necessary in order to
disconnect the automatic hubs. At high-
way speed, the 90 weight differential fluid
heated, expanded, and was expelled out
of the breather pipe. Replacing a pint of
the fluid got the show on the road, and
the tail was a waggin’ “ag’in”.

While meandering back and forth to
rejoin the group, Ron and Nancy visited
GRAND FALLS, a spectacular overlook of
the Little Colorado River (Delorme AZ
32D3). Somewhat out of our way, the
detour to view this magnificent scenery
was a professional photographer’s not-to-
be-missed opportunity.

Arriving at METEOR CRATER, a gust of
wind caught Nancy’s important baseball
cap and tossed it about wildly into the air.
She had acquired the cap, which was
embroidered “Mona Blanc Courmayeur”,
in the Italian Alps. Nancy performed an
impressive, but perhaps illegal, act by
scaling the tourist-keep-out barrier and
was soon seen hopping over cacti in an
effort to retrieve her cap. To Nancy’s dis-
may, the clerk at the gift shop refused to
sell her a tee shirt hanging on the wall,
immortalized in a picture frame, and
inscribed “I Survived the Wind at Meteor
Crater”. Following lunch at the famous LA
POSADA HOTEL in Winslow, the group
strolled outside and stood on a corner
enjoying the colorful wall mural com-
memorating the Eagles’ song “Standing
on the Corner in Winslow Arizona”.

At the PAINTED DESERT nine-year-old
Tyler picked up a little handful of pink
sand. Marilyn Martin handed him a tiny
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plastic capped bottle to put it in, and a
sand collection was born. Tyler had told
me that he likes to watch lots of televi-
sion. I asked him if he’d rather have
watched a documentary of the Painted
Desert on TV, or seen it in front of him.
He responded enthusiastically, “I’d rather
be here!” He’s a good kid, that one!

The piece de resistance was the 8,000-
acre ROCK ART RANCH located about 20
miles southeast of Winslow, AZ. After fol-
lowing miles and miles of dirt to get to the
gold at the end of the rainbow, we were
met by cowboy, Brantley Baird. His dad
started buying acreage in 1945, 4,000
acres of which the family now owns.

Another 4,000 acres are leased. Some of
us bedded down in one of the three cab-
ins, and two couples claimed the main
house, a cozy two-bedroom rambler. We
could have slept in the large barn-like
structure that would be perfect for the
Desert Explorers annual Rendezvous
were it not for it being rather far from the
L.A. Basin. Brantley would even be willing
to have the hired hands cook up a bar-
beque dinner western style for us and
bring in some gen-u-ine cowpoke music,
all for $15 each. Due to the strength of
the gusty winds, we cut happy hour short
and turned in for the night.

Day-3, Tuesday: The next morning,
however, was calm. The old cowpoke,
Clem Rogers, slowly nodded his
head. “Yup.” I noticed the beginning
of something between a grin and a
smile forming on his weathered face.
“Maybe the wind got tired.” Clem
gave us a roping demonstration that
morning and then we ogled the fasci-

nating collection of Indian artifacts in

the ranch museum that had been found
on the ranch. “When the wind blows and
the sand shifts, you just never know what
you’ll find. Lots o’ arrowheads and
sherds, full unbroken Anasazi pots. It’ll
be covered tomorrow - and the day after,
there it is!” I questioned where all the cat-
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Oct.ober 2003 Saline/Death Valley Page
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tle were as we saw only three or four
head. Brantley drawled, “Well, sometimes
we don’t seel’em for a month or so.” It
takes 640 acres to run eight cows and
eight calves. Sheep, antelope, coyotes and
elk also roam the ranch. We know about
the elk because suddenly we saw four of
them running before the vehicles.
Brantley let us know, “If all you folks had-
n’t been here, we’d of had elk for dinner.”
There were also a couple of golden eagles
that we spotted near the hogan (a Navajo
Indian dwelling constructed of logs and
mud, the door traditionally facing east).
The group courageously, albeit tentatively,
approached four female buffalo in an
open field dining on sagebrush and
Mormon tea. Why, they acted like we
weren’t even in the county. Now accord-
ing to Brantley, “In open range, they’re
like a dog; you can walk right up to ‘em.
In a corral, the bulls fight constantly”.
Brantley continued, “We had a bull once,
went thru the gate, too ornery. He’s in the
freezer now”. We got a big chuckle out of
that one. Brantley led us to an overlook of
Chevelon Creek (Delorme, AZ 43C6), fed
us sandwiches, freshly cut fruit, and the
best-I’ve-ever-had potato salad and
pecan-chocolate cookies homemade by
his wife. Sated, we hiked down along the

path next to the creek to look at petro-
glyphs and listen to Brantley begin his sto-
ries about the beaver, bluegill, suckers,
and catfish, with, “Ole Clem and I was a
sittin’...

To be continued when I return from
France, Luxembourg, and Germany with
the Los Angeles World Affairs Council.�

FutureFuture
TripSTripS

All trips require a four
wheel drive vehicle and a
working CB unless otherwise
specified by the trip leader.
Non-complying vehicles will
not be allowed on trips.
Leaders may authorize a vari-
ance at their descretion.�

Funnel Lake
July 13-15

Leaders: Robb Anderson/Ana
Romero

CB: 13

CC
OME AND JOIN US FOR A “GET AWAY FROM
it all” trip to Funnel Lake in the
Eastern Sierras. We will be leaving

for the lake on Saturday, July 13 and
probably return home on Monday, the
15th.  The 4 wheeling portion is quite

easy. The temperature will be very cool as
there is still probably some snow left at
the higher elevations. A warm sleeping
bag is a must. Also a must is bug juice
since there will be blood-sucking bugs
present. If you are into fly fishing, bring
your gear and a license. I would like to
limit the trip to 6 vehicles for this primi-
tive camp out. There is wonderful hiking
and bird watching. The scenery is simply
awesome. If you are interested, please e-
mail Robb Anderson at:
av8soulfly@yahoo.com.� 

Sedona, North Rim
Grand Canyon

Exploratory Trip
July 30 - Aug 6

Leaders: Robb Anderson/Ana
Romero

CB: 13

AA
NA AND I ARE GOING TO NOODLE
through the small mining town of
Jerome, then on to Sedona, Arizona.

From there we’ll head for the North Rim
of the Grand Canyon. This trip is totally
exploratory, and we really don’t know
what to expect other than extreme beauty
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of the canyon lands. We will be primitive
camping most of the time with a few
motel stays along the way. We will be
looking for some moderate to difficult 4
wheeling so lockers are recommended.
This will most likely be a one week trip
beginning on Tuesday, July 30. This trip
should really define what the Desert
Explorers are all about!...if everything
goes well. If you are interested, e-mail
Robb Anderson at:
av8soulfly@yahoo.com. �

PERU
September 4-26, 2002,
Or, is it October 2nd?
Leader:  Marian Johns

By Reda Anderson

TT
HE TRIP TO PERU, SOUTH AMERICA, IS
full and airline tickets have been
purchased. Twelve enthusiastic

Desert Explorers extraordinaire are
about to hit some international dirt once
again. With Marian at the helm, and Neal
nowhere in sight to guide her, the oars
are in the water; and we'll be rowing on
September 4th. Most of us will return to
the states September 26th, but a handful
will not have had enough and are extend-
ing their trip to October 2nd. It's whom
you're with, as well as where you go, that
makes the trip; and Marian has put
together one stellar assemblage of travel
companions. �

Scorpios Go South!
November 9, 10, and 11.

Leader: Anne Stoll
CB: 13

JJ
OIN THE NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY SCORPIOS
(Sue, Anne, Vicki, Dave, Marilyn,
Nancy and ?) and friends as we follow

our fearless leader Neal into the wilder-
ness south of Laguna Salada in Baja.
Details are still tentative, (some folks
might go out Friday) but the plan for now
is to cross the border at Mexicali and
rendezvous Saturday morning. Saturday
night will be a boonies camp in gorgeous

open desert country
somewhere at the
base of the Sierra
Juarez. After more
exploring Sunday,
we’ll go in to
Guadalupe Hot
Springs for Sunday
night and have our
traditional feast and
Scorpio Soak (we
Scorps like hot
water!). Ken Sears is
coordinating our
reservations there;
he plans to reserve our favorite spots on
the south side of the arroyo (there is a fee
for staying there). Monday we’ll try
(again) to hike to the painted cave in
Viboro Canyon before heading home
(we’ll follow Marian this time, instead of
John Page). Picture ID (passport?),
Mexican insurance, CB and 4WD neces-
sary. Space limited. RSVP and SASE to
Anne Stoll (see Leader
List)(aqstoll@concentric.net) or
(annestoll@sricrm.com).�

Desert Explorers
Meeting Minutes

Bob and Sue Jaussaud’s
Home-April 16, 2002

Present
Robb Anderson, Ana Romero, Bob

Bolin - Mailings, Bill Ott, Shirley Bolin -
Mailings, Lorene Crawford, Bob
Jaussaud - CoChair, Anne Stoll, Sue
Jaussaud - CoChair, George Stoll, Marian
Johns, Ann Fulton, Neal Johns - Chair
Emeritus, John Fulton, Bob Martin -
Newsletter, Ron Ross, Nancy MacClean,
Allan Wicker, Ding Wicker, June Box,
Bill Neil, Ken Sears - Treasurer
Call to Order

Bob Jaussaud called the meeting to
order at 7 p.m.
Minutes

Minutes of the last meeting were
approved.
Reports

Newsletter

Bob Martin said that the May newslet-
ter is full. Due to his upcoming schedule,
he needs articles for the June newsletter
sent to him right away.

Subscriptions

Bob Martin reported that as of April 14
we have 143 current subscribers, and
$1,382 represents our obligation for
future newsletter expenses.

Outings
John Page was absent, but a general
discussion of future trips resulted in the
following:
April 20 - Kalbach - Randsburg area
May 4-12 - Johns - Indian Country (trip
full)
June TBD - Fultons - Possible trip in the
Bishop area
July TBD - Anderson - Funnel Lake
Summer - TBD - Rawbanana-
Sedona/Grand Canyon
September - Johns/Anderson - -Peru
Fall - TBD - Ott - 4-5 days/destination
TBD
November - TBD - Johns/Stoll - Laguna
Salada
Fall 2003 - TBD - Ross/Maclean -
destination TBD
Oct. 2003 - Page - Saline/Death Valleys
TBD - Johns - Lytle Creek day trip

Treasurer

Ken Sears passed around a note from
the Shoshone Museum thanking the
Desert Explorers for our donation of
$500.00. The treasury has a current bal-
ance of $2945.75, after reimbursing Neal
Johns for his purchase of D.E. tee shirts,
hats and bumper stickers.
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Regarding the recent Rendezvous, Ken
reported that, when we include the
expense for tee shirts, we lost money.  It
was decided that no refunds would be
given to those who paid for the Saturday
night dinner and did not attend.

Rendezvous

The only complaint heard regarding
the last Rendezvous was that the group
was “too scattered.” Small towns seem to
work best for our get-togethers.  Anne
Stoll reported that the Imperial Valley
College Desert Museum in Ocotillo would
love to host our next Rendezvous. They
have a site available for us to dry-camp
on. Campfires and pets would be OK, and

the

Museum is willing to lead trips. They
know of a caterer for our Saturday night
dinner. However, there are a lot of issues
to be investigated before we can decide if
Ocotillo will work.  Anne will stay in
touch with her contacts at the Museum.
The Bolins will be in the Ocotillo area
soon, and will stop by the Museum site
and take photos.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be at the Johns’
home in Lytle Creek on Thursday, June
6th at 6 p.m.
Adjournment

Bob Jaussaud adjourned the meeting
at 8:30 p.m. �

Be Kind to Your
Leaders

By Marian Johns

TT
HE DESERT EXPLORERS HAVE SOME NEAT
people who volunteer their time
(and often money) to plan and lead

trips. Recently Neal and I went on a well-
planned trip that included a pre-
arranged tour. There was a limit of 16
participants, and of the 16 that originally
signed up, 12 cancelled! That’s disgrace-
ful! Luckily, the leader had a waiting list,
and there were also some latecomers, so
we had a nice group after all. 

Therefore……. how about thinking

twice about signing up when you’re only
half-heartedly interested in going in the
first place, or if you know there’s a good
chance you might have to cancel. It’s
really discouraging – and annoying to
have a bunch of people cancel after you
(the leader) have put so much time and
effort into planning a trip.�

Thanks to All

II
WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO
graciously came to my aid when
asked or contributed to the Indian

Country trip:
Bob and Marilyn Martin for being the

sweep most of the trip and eating every-
one’s dust; Chuck and Jeanice Kalbach,
Reda Anderson, and Ron Ross and Nancy
MacClean for making room in their vehi-
cles for our various guides; Virginia
Hammerness for the dozens and dozens
of delicious, homemade cookies she
shared with all of us; Reda Anderson for
preparing the report - and Pat Lummis
for the jam.

To the whole group - thanks for being
fun travelers and good sports. We had a
great group!

Marian Johns�

Fourth of July
Safety

By Marilyn Martin

SS
ADLY, WE ARE EXPERIENCING ONE OF
the driest years ever recorded
in Southern California. Our

forests are tinder dry. You need only
to pick up a paper or turn on the TV
to learn we are experiencing another
wildfire, and “fire season” hasn’t
arrived. Please, everyone remember
that private fireworks are illegal in
most places. Attend a community
fireworks show to enjoy the display if
you wish. It’s not only safer and legal,
it’s cheaper than buying your own.�

Next Meeting 
August 8, 6:00 p.m. Ron & Nancys

Be there!!!
To get to our place ...take the 210

Freeway toward Pasadena. La Canada is
about 5 miles northwest of Pasadena
on the 210 Freeway. In La Canada, take
the Angeles Crest Highway (State Route
2) off ramp and head north up into the
mountains. At around two miles from
the off ramp, turn east (right) onto
Starlight Crest Drive. After 1/4 mile on
Starlight Crest, turn right onto Burning
Tree, which is just a short block past
the stop sign at Godby Drive. The house
is a few houses down the hill on
Burning Tree on your right. See map
below.
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Invaded by
Mormons!

by Neal Johns

II
T IS APPROPRIATE THAT LYTLE CREEK BE
visited by members of the LDS church
since it is named after Captain Andrew

Lytle of the Mormon Battalion. In March,
I received an e-mail from Mike and Gwen
Romney who asked if it would be alright
to pay us a first visit for a couple of days
on their way to Utah. They live in the 1885
Mormon colony of Colonia Juarez in
Mexico about 150 miles below Arizona,
teaching in the Academy there which is
the equivalent of our high school. Mike’s
great-grandfather was one of the original
settlers, moving by wagon with his several
wives to escape polygamy problems with
the federal government. I thought the
quaint custom of multiple wives sounded
great, but alas, it ended many, many,
decades ago.

Never expecting these old friends, who
have welcomed us on many visits, would
accept one of our many invitations, we
enthusiastically said “Yes!”. This meant
all our excuses for not cleaning the house
were null and void. We are not big on
house cleaning, straighten the clutter, yes,
but clean? Everyone knows that dust is a
natural patina of the good life.
Nevertheless, we believe in cleaning
before visitors - while discouraging them
as much as manners allow.

They arrived just at dark so we walked
to Melody’s Place for dinner. Closed! Back
up the hill to the kitchen and leftovers.
They had their two teenagers with them
who were so quiet we stepped on them
twice without noticing them. The next day
they drove west to give the boys their first
look at an ocean. At home they only have
a creek bank to see.

While they were here, I gave them a
tour of Lytle Creek. Like many visitors,
they were surprised at the many homes
that were tucked away out of sight and
away from the main drag. Deciding to
liven up the tour, I gave entertaining sto-
ries a far higher priority than truthful
ones: “Over there in that big house is
where Brigham Young used to live!”
Being avid students of the Church, they
were more than a little surprised they had
never heard of all these wonders of Lytle

Creek. They did seem extremely happy
though. Perhaps we will wait a few years
before we visit them in case they hear
from their better-informed neighbors dif-
ferent truths about Lytle Creek.

Their last day here, I conned them into
giving a poor old broken-legged man a
ride to Laughlin where My Current Wife
was waiting at the Desert Explorers
annual Rendezvous. They joined us for
the dinner and enjoyed the dinner
speaker, author Graham Mackintosh.
Graham performed a solitary walk
around the coastline of Baja California
sans roads or trail, and as he pointed out;
“No one was more unqualified than this
out-of-shape, light complexioned,
Englishman couch potato who thought
walking was a trip to the mailbox”. Want
to read about it? Get a copy of his book
“Into a Desert Place”.�

Hikers Alert
By Anne Stoll

GG
EORGE AND I HAD A LITTLE “ADVENture”
recently that, fortunately, turned out
O.K. but could have been a disaster.

We learned a lot, and I thought the D.E.
might benefit from our 20/20 hindsight.

We had planned a four-day trip to the
north rim of the Grand Canyon to see the
rock art in Snake Gulch. The weather
seemed perfect, cooler than expected. We
knew it was going to be a long hike for us
-  10 miles, round trip - but we knew the
terrain was relatively level, and we
thought we were prepared. We took 4
quarts of water, and each of us had a
peanut-butter-and-jelly sandwich. Down
in the gulch it was pretty hot, but there
was some shade. George stayed in the sun
more than I, since he was photographing.
When we reached the larger-than-life pic-
tographs at the end, we realized we were
low on water, having only a little over a
quart left for 5 miles back; but we were
sure we could make it. We headed back
and were doing O.K. when George sud-
denly started having horrible cramps, in
his feet, legs, even his back. He also felt
nauseated. When we would stop to rest,
the cramps got worse. I took his heavy
pack, and we tried to just take sips of
water. A wind came up which lowered the
temps some but blew gritty sand at us and

dried us out even more.
There were several moments when I

wasn’t sure George would be able to keep
going, and I honestly wasn’t sure what the
best move was. Leaving him alone in the
gulch while I trudged on to the RV for
water didn’t seem smart. I knew I wasn’t
moving that fast myself and that he’d be
alone a long time. Somehow we had to
keep going, so we did, resting, then get-
ting up. It really was the only way. George
was very brave. He says his brain was not
working. We ran out of water completely
about an hour before reaching the RV.
Boy! was I glad to see that shiny metal
house on wheels! I thought our problems
were over.

But it turned out that George couldn’t
keep the water down once we got there -
he started vomitting, over and over, and
pacing from the cramps in his legs and
feet. He tried fruit juice - no help there.
His skin was cold and pale - not good. I
was all set to drive him in to the emer-
gency room at St. George when he finally
cleared his stomach of the rest of the
peanut-butter sandwich and said he felt
much better. It seems that after he ate
(while we were down in the gulch), his
body simply quit absorbing liquid. He was
blocked somehow. It may not have mat-
tered if we’d had 10 quarts of water with
us. It was all in his stomach and not going
anywhere. We’ve had PB & J on hikes lots
of times before, but this time, it may have
been a real bad choice.

After this, the vomitting and cramping
became less frequent - finally subsided
after a few hours, and he got a little sleep.
We left Snake Gulch the next morning,
and George is fine now. What a “vaca-
tion.” We both know we made some
“goofs” on this one - took on too much
and didn’t have enough water. But I won-
dered if I could’ve helped more after-
wards so I sent this tale out to several
folks and received the following advice,

SHOW YOUR DESERT
EXPLORER COLORS! 

Priced to sell ! 
Desert Explorer

T-shirts (various sizes and
colors), & Bumper stickers.
Call Neal Johns (909) 887-
1549 or e-mail neal@pe.net
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which I pass on to all D.E. folks:
From Neal: “Do not drink anything

with sugar in it. It delays absorption of
water by 30 minutes. Do not eat if short of
water, it takes your internal water to
digest food. Old folks should stay home
and watch TV” [well forget that part!].

From my former brother-in-law:
“Yours is a textbook account of dehydra-
tion and heat exhaustion. It sounds
exactly like the only rescue I have had
with a client in the [Grand] canyon. I
doubt if the PBJ was the problem,
although I find it a bit hard to digest also.
You had about half the water I recom-
mend, and I recommend drinking a full
quart before starting a hike like that. The
problem is that once you are dehydrated,
the body does shut down a bit, and drink-
ing more water is not going to work very
well. The water itself can then make you
sick. It does help to have something like
crackers to eat when you drink, and
Gatorade can help too, since the elec-
trolytes are totally out of balance in a
dehydrated person. I’m glad you made it.
That situation can end badly as often as
not - very serious. For the future, remem-
ber the “c squared p squared” principle
to tell if you are properly hydrated (clear
and copious peepee).”

And from our friend Gary James:
“Anne, that was an interesting experience
you guys had recently. I think it is too hot
over in that country right now. In May I
was in the Escalante Area, and after about
10:00 a.m., it got really uncomfortable for
hiking and other strenuous activities.

Probably the cramping and other symp-
toms were a sign of electrolyte imbalance.
I have had the same problem in Nepal last
year. I had other symptoms too which are
too disgusting to mention. After sitting
down for a time one of the doctors on the
trip gave me some electrolyte pills which
rapidly got the problem under control. It

stopped the cramps and other symptoms
very quickly. I think you can get them at
most backpacking stores; otherwise
gatorade will also do the same thing, but
it is heavy to carry.”�

Southern Nevada Rock Art Enthusiasts
% Fred Clewell

9980 West La Mancha Ave.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89149
e-mail snrat@hotmail.com

Just as the name says, their thing is Rock Art,
both Pictographs and Petroglyphs

�

Mojave River Valley Museum 
http://www.mvm.4t.com

Dedicated to the preservation and promotion
of the scientific, historical and cultural heritage
of the Mojave Desert.

�
Discover Baja Travel Club

(800) 727-BAJA and on the web at
www.discoverbaja.com

Great newsletter, spectacular insurance prices,
weather and road reports, etc.

�

Ecological 4Wheeling Adventures
P.O. Box 12137, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(949) 645-7733  .  FAX (949) 645-7738
www.eco4wd.com  .  info@eco4wd.com

Harry Lewellyn leads desert trips and teaches
off-highway driving through several Orange
County colleges. He also stocks good maps and
books, and a killer tire repair system that is
worth its weight in gold.

�

Friends of the Eastern California Museum
Independence, CA

Check them out! Open weekends. Old farm
machinery, bookstore, reference library, great
old photos and Owens Valley memorabilia. Nice
folks, too.

�

Colorado River Historical Society and Museum
220l Highway 68, Bullhead City, AZ

Located in historic 1940's Catholic Church
(520) 754-3399 e-mail: mhach@juno.com
Exhibits: steamboats, early ranching, mining,

Mojave Indians, Hardyville. Gifts, Open daily,
l0:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. AZ time   Closed
Mondays

�

Friends of the Mojave Road
Box 7, Essex, CA 92332 • (760) 733-4482

http://www.mdhca.org/
Historian Dennis Casebier writes desert

guidebooks, leads trips, builds museums(!) and
has other odd habits. Newsletter subscription is
$20.

�

Map & Compass
compass2@webtv.net, (714) 647-2352
Navigation Classes by David Mott

�

Some good folks to know...

Where am I?Where am I?
Bob Peltzman is lost again. "Where Am I?" He says he went left when the rest went right and is

completely lost. He sent us this map of where he is. Send your guess as to where this is to Bob at:
bopeltzman@aol.com (with the word "Lost" in the subject), and he will send me the names of the
first three people to correctly guess the location along with a different lost map to publish in another
newsletter. Your answer to Bob should let him know what area he is in such as “The southern part
of Death Valley near the Devils Golf Course.”
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General Trip Information
1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment

(Museum membership required):
a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja,
camping out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced desert rats.
The Desert Explorers Newsletter is available for $18 a year.
b. The Mojave Desert Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with
motorhomes and trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without
4WD vehicles, returning to camp each night. The trips are led by Bill Mann (760) 256-6141) and Gene
Stoops, (760) 253-2419 who have spent decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their
Newsletter is available for $7/year from Editor Jerry Etchison, 1215 E. Airport Dr., Ontario, CA, 91761. A
$5 donation per weekend per participant is requested to help defray costs.

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are
included in every newsletter on the back of the last page.

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip
or until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The
leader may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in
the trip is terminated.

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly
dogs are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually
not from the Museum.

5. To receive the Desert Explorers Newsletter, send $18 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box
291759, Phelan, CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Desert Explorers.

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip.
Channel 13 is the Desert Explorer channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so
that other members can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road.

Third Weekend Trips: There is one major trip each month on the third weekend of the month. This will be
the trip on which you can look around and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other
wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There is usually another trip during the month for people who
have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of all this is to generate more coherence as a
group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from the Mojave Desert Explorers. Don’t
forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month.

Trip Coordinator: John Page. Send your trip proposals to John. John will resolve any time conflicts and
maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips upon
request (see below).

Private Trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of private trips in order to fill the pages, encourage you to
get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain you. Some trips, because of time or
limited number of people, are not suitable for Official Museum Trip status. Our Trip Coordinator is the
point of contact for people having or wanting to go on a private trip.

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the
Leader.

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip
meeting place, and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope.

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual
subscription fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are
incurred as a result of Desert Explorer activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office
supplies and postage but do not include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other
extraordinary expenses must be authorized by the Executive Committee.

Hot Tips for Leaders:
1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The

write-ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have
enough information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.)

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave
Desert Explorers for their outings.

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork
for everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc.

4. Support your other leader’s trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you.
5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip.
6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert

Explorers channel 13) in your trip write-up. 
Dog Policy:

Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes
blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders
will not have to make ad hoc policy.

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader!
2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes.
3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite.
4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Info

Larry Acosta lacosta@brady.com
Miguel Aguilar migphy@aol.com
Warren Alksnis walksnis@hotmail.com
Reda Anderson Redaflygal@aol.com
Vic Antonovich toyotavic@webtv.net
Bryan Babineau bryan_babineau@yahoo.com
Jerry Bates donna.bates3@verizon.net
Dennis Beeson sstprotow@aol.com
Steven Bein k6mbp@attbi.com
Ted Berger berger@sonic.net
Susan Berry susan1151@earthlink.net
Sid Blumner elmojave@aol.com
Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net
June Box foxieboxie@msn.com
Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net
Jim Byrne jimbyrne@prodigy.net
Christopher Caccese ccaccese@hotmail.com
Roger Cannon uncleal@pe.net
Deborah  Cherry ww4x4@aol.com
Tom Church tomchurch@webtv.net
Herb Clark barb nherb@aol.com
Bill Corry bil@bilcorry.com
Lorene Crawford lrncrf@lccas.com
Joseph A. Daly joeadaly@aol.com
John Dark bedrock44@webtv.net
Robert J. Day kd22@home.com
Robert DeWolf bobs5@lafn.org
Milt Dietsch miltdietsch@msn.com
Robert Dodds forthebirds_99@yahoo.com
Bill Dunlap jdunlap@conejo.k12.ca.us
Ed Edwards 415ed@citlink.net
Frances Elgin mojavefran@aol.com
Paul Ferry ferry@whidbey.com
Robert Floth robert7301@yahoo.com
Leonard Friedman laf@elite.com
Ann Fulton jfult@aol.com
George Gilster ggilster@gte.net
David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
Pauline A. Goss pgss@qnet.com
Virginia Hammerness virgham@aol.com
Stephen Hanks sbhanks@earthlink.net
Sunny Hansen sjhsn@yahoo.com

Jerry K. Harada jjrkh@aol.com
Terry Hardwicke hardwicke@earthlink.net
Jill S. Heaton, Ph.D. jill-heaton@institute-redlands.edu
Vicki Hill vlanehill@netzon.net
Dean W. Hilleman deanh2000@msn.com
John Hoopes jnhoopes@juno.com.
Charles Hughes mhach@juno.com
Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Jimmy James fishunter@sisp.net
Neal Johns neal@pe.net
Steven Jones stevejones@thegriol.net
Chuck Kalbach kalbach@snowline.net
Jim Kay jimkay@lasercom.net
Jerry  Kerns jerrytkerns@dock.net
John Kosharek johnjoann@juno.com
Jim Laage jimlaage@go.com
Robert Laren tworsharron@att.net
Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net
Ron Lewis lrgmrg@sbcglobal.net
Ron Lipari rlipari@conejo.k12.ca.us
Carl Lunde carl.t.lunde@aero.org
Ed Manes edmanes @juno.com
Bob Martin bobmartin@snowline.net
David McClanahan dmcclanahan@bak.rr.com
Joe McCormick pheidema@lausd.k12.ca.us
Dave McFarland noprophet@netzero.net
Joan McGovern-White joan@greencafe.com
Homer Meek hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com
Chuck Mitchell cmitchell@mbcnet.net
Gary Mortimer gmortimer@conejo.K12.ca.us
David Mott compass2@webtv.net
Deborah Nakamoto Skaihorse@earthlink.net
Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net
Ann Marie Nelson annmarie@jetlink.net
Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net
Doug Nunn nwn@qnet.com
Terry Ogden ogden@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
Bob Oliver mexntex@aol.com
Bill Ott billottxbillott@aol.com
John Page jppage@adelphia.net
Pete Panattoni petebon@msn.com

Steve Panattoni dapanfam@earthlink.net
Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com
Steve Pencall spencall@gnww.net
John  Perko jperko003@earthlink.net
Leroy C. Pilkenton leroy  pilkenton@ccsn.nevada.edu
David Pope dezrtdave@yahoo.com
Richard Pope windwizard@attglobal.net
Jim Proffitt jproffi@sbcglobal.net
Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com
Paul Renner ecvwarhorse@hotmail.com
Bob Rodemeyer bob.rodemeyer@omnitrans.org
Ana M. Romero arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert aromspert@fullerton.edu
Dario Sanchez dsanmtnrat@aol.com
Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Ken Sears dsearer@earthlink.net
Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu
Bill Skelton baskel10@aol.com
Jerry Smith jerytim@aol.com
Larry Sorenson 4xteardrop@msn.com
Chris  R. Stahl chrisrstahl@hotmail.com
Ed Steiner joansteiner@home.com
Anne Stoll aqstoll@concentric.net
Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net
Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com
Bob Thille bcthille@cyberhotline.com
Matt Thoma matthoma@dplanet.ch
Brad Thompson ka6ued@aol.com
Loren Upton patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
James Wales walesje@yahoo.com
Leslie Walker papadave@mscomm.com
Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com
Matt Westlake ifollowtheson@hotmail.com
Marley White mwhite02@san.rr.com
Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net
G. Wayne Wickstrom waynewick@hotmail.com
Bob Wieting bob.wieting@solar.siemens.com
Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com
Paul Winters darev@eee.org
Myrna Wosk mstarrw@aol.com
Bob Younger robert_younger@pocketmail.com

Current Desert Explorers with e-mailCurrent Desert Explorers with e-mail
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D e s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ews l e t t e r  s u b s c r i p t i on  f ormDe s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ew s l e t t e r  s ub s c r i p t ion  f orm
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum

send check for $18.00 made out to: DESERT EXPLORERS, to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan, CA  92329
Name Spouse

Address Children

City State Zip

Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Ham Call Sign

You MUST be a Mojave River Valley Museum member to go on field trips...  See below:

Name Spouse
Address Children
City State Zip
Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Museum Membership Application - Send a separate envelope to and a check made out to:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc.

PO Box 1282, Barstow, CA  92312-1282 • Phone: (760) 256-5452
Family - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$20.00

entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per
cent discount on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities.

Individual - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00

Reda Anderson Dusty P.O. Box 158 El Segundo California 90245-0158 310-322-5098 Redaflygal@aol.com
Robb Anderson RawbananaRob 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 av8soulfly@aol.com
Steven Bein Fotomeister 8105 Raintree Circle Culver City California 90230 310-838-2346 drbein@aol.com
Robert Bolin Stamp Licker 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Shirley Bolin Stapler & Folder 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robtnshirl@earthlink.net
Lorene Crawford The Smile 128 Anita Court Redlands California 92373 909-793-1004 lrncrf@lccas.com
Paul Ferry El Cocinero P.O. Box 1428 Point Roberts Washington 98281 360-945-2004 ferry@whidbey.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parrmelee Ct. Hemet California 92544 909-927-6476 vlanehill@hotmail.com
Robert J. Jacoby Brewmeister 2245 Wellesley Ave. Los Angeles California 90064 310-826-8982 jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 909-318-1444 joeso@earthlink.net
Sue Jaussaud Toby Feeder & Co-Chairman 2052 Valderas Drive Glendale California 91280 818- 542-6404 joeso@earthlink.net
Marian Johns Woman of Considerable Will Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Chuck Kalbach Zanjameister 9930 Johnson Road Phelan California 92371 760-868-6059 kalbach@snowline.net
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323 solariscomm@earthlink.net
Bob Martin Newsletter Editor P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Marilyn Martin Subscriptions & Newsletter Prooferer P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Homer Meek Heroic Hiker 25905 Matfield Dr. Torrance California 90505-7323 310-326-3168 hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86401 520-757-8953 dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 4900 E. Glenview Ave. Anaheim California 92807-1141 714-779-2099 bgneill@earthlink.net
John Page Ajg, Webdude 3675 Gingerwood Ct. Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 jppage@adelphia.net
John  Perko Red Runner (aka Baja Blaster) 1017 Grandview Ave. Ojai California 93023 805 640-9132 jperko003@earthlink.net
Ana M. Romero RawbananaAna 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert Flower Child 605 No. Pomona Ave. Fullerton California 92832 714-870-0946 aromspert@fullerton.edu
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675 aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Diane Sears Webchick Emeritus P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Ken Sears Money Man P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 aqstoll@concentric.net
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 agstoll@csupomona.edu
Betty Wallin Secretary & Blender Queen 68200 Calle Bonita Desert Hot Springs California 92240 760-329-2403 wingit@ix.netcom.com
Allan Wicker Photo Phreak 1430 Sitka Ct. Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 allan.wicker@verizon.net

•Our Fearful Leaders•
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Deadline 
for stuff f

or the 

August ne
wsletter i

s July 15 
please!!!

send som
ething...

¡ FLASH !

Check your subscription date to

see if you need to renew!!!

Address correction requested


