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The Day-trip That

Almost Was
by Dan W. Messersmith

Continued

WW
E ENCOUNTERED THE GATE. IT WAS LOCKED
and posted. It was very new and
appeared to have gone up since

February. A side road went up toward a small
saddle in the rocks, and I went up to see if it
might be an alternative route while everyone
else took a break. I found an old-overgrown
trail that used to go up and over
the saddle, but it too was
fenced off. Returning to the
group, we turned around and
headed back up toward the
pass. At  a particularly rocky,
tight spot the Trooper got high-
centered. Bob Martin gave him
a quick tug on a strap, and we
were on our way.

We were slowly grinding up
the hill, and I was running
mental plans in my head as to
where to go when we got back
to the west side when I got a
call from the back that one of
our vehicles was having trouble

getting over a tight, rough section of trail. We
halted and waited for word. When the word
came, it was not good. Dan & Linda
Dinsmoor’s Land Rover had lost drive-power
and had slid back into a large rock. All efforts
to get the wheels to engage into 4-wheel drive
had failed. As they were the 4th vehicle back,
most of the group was behind them, and the
Land Rover was blocking the road. After a
review of the situation, it was decided to use
the Land Rover’s winch to get it off the rock and
to a wider spot in the trail. Under the leader-
ship of Bob Jaussaud, Ron Lewis and others,
straps were brought out, looped around sev-
eral strong bushes and hooked to the winch
cable. After some considerable work, pushing
and balancing, the vehicle was far enough up
the hill to allow for us to try and pull it. Ron
Lewis’ Cherokee with lockers front and back
was backed down the hill to give it a try, but the
Land Rover was too heavy.

Bob Martin’s Toyota truck was then brought
up from the rear as he would have the power
and weight to move the Land Rover. The truck
was linked by tow strap to the Cherokee to
insure enough power, and some progress was
being made when the Land Rover slipped into
a rut and got its front tires turned on a rock,
and with the pull from the other vehicles, the
right front tire came off the rim.

In this issue:
• Day trip that almost was 1
• OHV survival 101 3
• New Subscriber 3
• Trip Schedule 4
• Cerbat Loop 5
• Next Meeting 5
• Week in Anza 7
• TEE SHIRT SALE!! 7
• Future Trips 9
• Where am I winners 9
• Desert Explorers’ e-mail 10
• Leader List 11
• Subscription Apps. 11

DDEESSEERRTT NNOO. 75 J. 75 JUNEUNE 20022002

EEXXPPLLOORREERRSS
4WD SECTION OF THE MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM

Issue Number 75
Digital image by John Page
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We worked very hard again to replace
the blown tire. The weight of the vehicle
was leaning into the rut which threw the
whole vehicle off balance, and each
attempt to jack it up caused the left front
to rise faster than the side needing chang-
ing. With great effort and men pushing to
balance the vehicle, the tire was finally
changed.

Our tandem pull team of Bob and Ron
pulled the Land Rover up to a wide spot in
the trail, and we took a well-earned lunch
break.

After lunch we got all of the vehicles in
front of the tow team and moved up the
hill toward the pass. At one point, Bob
decided that the truck could handle the
tow on its own, and the Jeep was discon-
nected.

We were almost at the summit of the
pass with two steep ravines to navigate
prior to crossing over when word came
over the radio that the Toyota truck had
lost power and slid back down into the
Land Rover at the bottom of the first
ravine.

We all rushed back to find that Bob

had broken his rear drive shaft. He still
had front wheel drive. He attempted to get
off the Land Rover with the remaining
drive but could not. Using the Jeep as an
anchor Bob tried using his winch and a
strap to pull himself off the Land Rover.
That was quickly stopped as the Jeep was
being pulled down the hill. We got
another vehicle strapped to the front of
the Jeep and got ready to try again. We
found that Bob’s winch no longer worked
so two vehicles, with Bob using his front
drive, tried again under tow. This got the
Toyota off the Land Rover, but the rear
wheels were locked up and were drag-
ging.

Using the Jeep, and two other trucks in
tandem attached to the Toyota to prevent
it from slipping back down the hill, the
decision was made by Bob Martin and
Bob Jaussaud to pull the gears out of the
rear differential to free up the wheels.

This crew of two, with lots of “gofers”
set to work to jack up the vehicle, remove
the tires and do a job that most people
would not attempt in their own garage, let
alone on a steep hill. To add to the chal-

lenge, Mother Nature decided to throw in
some wind, rain, snow and sleet. 

I am still in awe of the effort the Bobs
made to get this to work. Some of us were
able to help by fetching tools and holding
umbrellas to keep some of the elements at
bay, but the Bobs did the job.

With the broken gears pulled, the
truck reassembled, two trucks and a Jeep
pulling in tandem, and the Toyota in front-
wheel drive, progress was made. We got
Bob’s Toyota over the summit, and he was
able to go down hill on his own. We had
to leave the Land Rover.

We all gathered at the bottom of the
pass and made sure everyone got their
equipment back and the Dinsmoors had
rides back to Bullhead City. Bob would
drive the Toyota back to Bullhead on its
own power with Ron Lewis following for
support. A plan was made to try to find a
tow vehicle to come back and get the
Land Rover the next day; and failing that,
Bob Jaussaud said he would organize
another group to do a tandem tow if
needed. 

The episode had taken us 9 hours. The
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Winching up

Digital image by Bob Martin
No anchor? Any clump of bush will do!
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Another view of winching up
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Sometimes a winch isn’t enough!



plan that seemed so good in the early
morning sun was not destined to be. Yet
we had an adventure. We had worked as
a concerned group to try and get our dis-
abled colleagues out. 

No one complained. No one felt
cheated out of a trip. Everyone expressed
that they had enjoyed the day in spite of
the trouble we encountered. It was just
one of those things that can happen when
you go out to enjoy the backcountry. I
know that even though I was disappointed
that we did not get to see all the sites I had
planned, everyone got back safely and I
experienced an adventure that I will
remember for many years and be able to
“elaborate on” around the campfires in
trips to come. You can’t ask for more
than that. I guess my first “official” trip as
a DE leader would just be chalked up as
“completed.” 

Postscript: I heard
from Dan Dinsmoor

that he did find a tow vehicle that went in
the next day and got his Land Rover to Las
Vegas for repair.�

Canyon
Station/Cerbat
Loop or OHV
Survival-101
By Dario Sanchez

Continued

BB
OB HEARD OVER THE CB, AS WE
WERE IN the drag position, that
Dan had been stopped by a

locked gate. Dan then took another

road that went to the south from there
and found another locked gate. After
some consultation the leader decided we
should retrace our steps and head back
from whence we came.

One of the cars that was with us was a
Land Rover Discovery. It had a problem!!
The power would not go to the wheels.
After discussing the alternatives among
the experienced, Bob volunteered to tow
him out. We hooked up a yellow tow
strap, took the end of the procession and
proceeded on our way back up the
canyon.

Everything went well for several hun-
dred yards when the road started on a
curve with a cant toward the outside. As
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freed from the fairlead roller
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Jaussaud looking for jack point in preparation for
changing the Land Rover’s flat tire

Photo By Linda Lewis

Digital image by John Page

Got a tow - notice tow strap between camper and
truck in front

Please welcome
our new subscriber

John Kosharek Newberry Springs



we rounded the
curve the Discovery
slipped on the sand
toward the outside
of the road, and hit
a rock that took the
tire off of the wheel
and bent the wheel.
Everyone stopped,
and there was fur-
ther consultation to
determine the best
way to change a tire
on an uneven-
canted road that
was somewhat rut-
ted by rain. We
started with a Hi-

Jack placed on the bumper on the side
away from the hill and started to lift. We
then noted that the bumper gave enough
to start hitting the body. We stopped the
effort so the body would not be bruised.
Bob brought out his bottle-jack, and we
used it to supplement the Hi-Jack and lift
the right front wheel enough to change
the tire. When lifting the vehicle, we
noticed that it started to slide off of the
jacks as it went up in the air. The solution
was simple. We placed a half a dozen
strong men on both sides of the car to
keep it balanced as it went up. It worked
fine with the help of a number of calls to
ease off or push harder that were made
by the observers.

When it got high enough, we worked
fast to remove the old wheel and tire and
replace it with the spare tire and wheel.
The lug nuts were screwed on, and it was
let down to allow the nuts to be tightened
while the wheel was on the ground. As
everyone sighed a sigh of relief, the pro-
cession proceeded up the road. 

There was a suggestion that we have
lunch soon, and it was agreed upon by all
of the participants. We went up a little
way, parked on the road, pulled out our
chairs and lunches and proceeded to
refresh ourselves. You can imagine the
major subject of the discussion.

Proceeding on up the hill, with Bob
pulling the Discovery, everything was
going along according to plan. As his
copilot I was watching for any problems
that lay ahead. I noted our first steep hill
and held on a little tighter. We started up
nicely and got up about three quarters of
the way when we heard a loud pop and
started to slowly go backward. We both
had identical visions of what would hap-
pen if we slid back onto the Discovery
that we were towing. I looked over at Bob
and, as I have known him for a consider-
able length of time, I expected to see him
coolly applying the brakes to bring a halt
to the backward slide. He was applying
the brakes to no avail as the hill of sandy
loam would not allow the wheels to bite
the earth. I will have to admit he did have
a hint of concern in his face. But then we
stopped abruptly.

We got out and looked under the
Toyota and saw a broken drive shaft that
was dug into the earth performing as our
braking device much like the pole-vaulter
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June 29 Lytle Creek Area M. Johns

July Funnel Lake Robb Anderson

September Peru M. Johns/Anderson

September 2003 Taklamakan Desert Anderson
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Jaussaud at work?

Holding the Land Rover on the hi-lift jack
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Linda Dinsmoor reflecting on
choice of Land Rover

Digital image by Bob Martin
Ready to change the tire
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does with his pole to change his momen-
tum to lift him over the bar. Fortunately
the Toyota was heavy enough to hold us
on the ground, and we didn’t complete
the vault. The CB communicated the
problem to all. As we were at the back of
the pack, everyone walked back to look at
the situation. After piling rocks behind the
wheels, we proceeded to remove the bro-
ken drive shaft.

As you might expect, the sky started to
darken, and a slight drizzle started in
sympathy for our situation. After remov-
ing the drive shaft, it left Bob with a front-
wheel-drive vehicle. He got in and started
to proceed up the hill. By then it had been
decided there was no way that we were
going to get both Bob and the Discovery

out, so we
unhooked Bob from the Discovery and
expected him to proceed up the hill with
his front wheel drive Toyota.

The rocks were removed and the front
wheels started to spin, but the vehicle
continued down the hill backward toward
the disabled Discovery. We all held our
breath as Bob guided his Toyota back-
ward down the hill coming to a crashing
halt when it hit the Discovery at the bot-
tom. It was noted on his backward slide
that the back wheels were not turning.
The mechanical crew decided that there
must be something locking up the rear
differential. Bob Jaussuad, who was pro-
viding much of the technical advice,
decided to go to the top of the hill where
his vehicle was parked. He drove it back
with his tools to open the differential.
John Page also brought tools out of his
truck to help with the task.

As the task continued, the misty rain
turned to hail then snow and rain as the
temperature dropped. Everyone broke
out their umbrellas, joined together and
shaded the mechanics as they tried to

resolve the differential problem. As the
work proceeded with the differential,
three vehicles in line joined with yellow
tow straps prepared to haul Bob up the
hill with horsepower to spare. Bob
cleared himself from the Discovery with
his winch, then the jury-rigged tow ser-
vice took over. When he got to the top of
the hill, he was able to proceed on his
own. The Discovery was left to await a
professional tow service with a long
cable.

So ended another challenging Desert
Explorer trip with smiling and “happy”
participants. �

Cerbat Loop Trip
By Bob Martin

Continued

WW
HEN DAN GOT TO THE GATE IT HAD A
brand new lock, and try as he
might, Dan couldn’t find a way

around.
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Next Meeting 
Thursday June 6, 6:00 p.m

Marian & Neal Johns’
Be there!!!

Bob Martin removing differential
Digital image by John Page

Bob Martin inspects broken drive line
Photo By Linda Lewis

after the long slide back
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Bob Martin inspects damage where Toyota slid
into Land Rover

Photo By Linda Lewis
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That left us with but one choice - turn
around and go back. I had watched Julian
Springer in his Rodeo. He was an amaz-
ingly good driver. He negotiated the
rough stuff with skill and grace. At one
spot he just couldn’t get past the boul-
ders. I got ahead of him, and with a tow
strap, had him quickly back under his
own power. We hadn’t gone very far when
all trucks were stopped. Walking up I saw
the back of Dan & Linda Dinsmoor’s
white Land Rover Discovery backed up to

a huge granite
bolder. The report

was that he had no power to any wheel.
With his winch anchored by several tow
straps to a huge clump of brush he was
able to move forward. Ron Lewis brought
out his pulley so we could double the
pulling power and reduce the load on the
smoking winch motor.

We finally got him to a wider place in
the road so that all behind him could
pass and I could get in front of him. 

Here we paused to have lunch and
decide what to do next. We put on the tow
strap, and the decomposed granite
wouldn’t give me enough traction to
move him ahead. Ron Lewis came back,
and with a tow strap on me, we were able
to move up. We disconnected Ron’s
strap, and for a while I was able to pull
the Land Rover. Then we got to the HILL!
Having pulled the last few I felt I could
make this one. WRONG!!!

Half way up there was a very large POP.
Forward motion ceased. Getting out, the
reason was obvious. The rear drive shaft

was laying on the ground. The front por-
tion of the shaft, still attached to the rear
of the transfer case, was stuck in the
ground. Turns out that was what was
keeping the truck from rolling back
down the hill. As soon as it was free we
started sliding back down the hill on the
decomposed granite, (or were they ball
bearings?) with brakes locked, and my
pulling on anything that looked like a
brake. We rolled back until Dan
Dinsmoor’s Land Rover brought us to a
stop. Minor (?) damage to the Land
Rover, right rear fender & tail light
smashed on my Toyota.

Now we attached my winch to Ron
Lewis’ Cherokee, and with Homer Meek
and John Page’s trucks ahead and

DDeesseerrtt  EExxpplloorreerrss
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Editor: Bob Martin
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Lewis’s Cherokee double strapped to pull the
toyota
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Sheared end of pinon gear
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Now it hails
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Umbrella crew holding off the rain
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strapped to Ron’s Cherokee to keep from
pulling it down the hill, I winched with
the front wheels pulling up the hill. Didn’t
get too far before folks noticed that the
rear wheels were not turning, just being
dragged along. Seems that the pinon shaft
was jammed into the housing, and, with
Detroit lockers, nothing moved.

So now what to do? After some discus-
sion, we decided that if we were to get the
Toyota out we had to free the rear end. To
do that meant removing the pinon shaft
by unbolting and removing the differen-
tial. Bob Jaussaud had just gone through
this exercise with his truck so he led the
dismemberment activity. About this time
the black clouds that had been gathering
started booming and we soon had hail
coming down between rain drops.
Umbrellas were quickly unfurled to pro-
tect the mechanics (Jaussaud & Martin).

I sent Don & Myrtie Putnam back to
camp to let Marilyn know what was hap-
pening and not to expect me back till
later. By 4 p.m we were moving as a train
of 4 vehicles held together with tow
straps. Once we got to the summit I was
able to proceed on my own with my now
front-wheel-drive Toyota.

We made camp by 5 p.m. or so. Ron
Lewis kindly followed me all the way to
camp to be sure nothing went wrong with
our shade-tree mechanic’s fix.

The next morning I had decided to
rent a car hauler and trailer the Toyota
back home. U-Haul said they didn’t have
a strap large enough to fit over the front
tires (33”), and Ryder would only rent
one if you rented a truck. Chuck Kalbach
and I decided that if we plugged the hole
in the differential where the pinon gear
used to be, and put in new oil to lubricate
the wheel bearings, I could probably tow
it home. We did with a plastic glass and
duct tape. Dario Sanchez followed us in
his motorhome to watch for smoke or
falling parts. There were none.

The repair shop in Victorville had the
differential finished Thursday. The
Detroit Lockers were OK. With new bear-
ings, ring & pinon gears and drive shaft,
all was well. Well, almost, when the front
of the drive shaft had dug into the ground
it bent the output shaft from the transfer
case. A trip to Marlin in Fresno got it
pasted back together in a day and a few
$$ later. Also I discovered that when try-
ing to winch up the hill with the rear
wheels locked, the armature in the winch

failed. That too is
now replaced.

With the truck
under-carriage
repaired, it went
to the local body
shop to repair
the right rear
fender. This
r e q u i r e d
removal of the
camper, not a
small chore as it
is bolted to the
truck bed. I am
happy to report
that with the two
rear springs re-arched, all is now
stitched back together, and we are ready
for our next trip.

Dan Dinsmoor, suspecting that he
might be the center fold in a newsletter,
called to give me an update on his
repairs. The reason he had no power to
the wheels was because the right front
half shaft broke and there was an air leak
at the ARB compressor so the differen-
tials never locked up despite his repeat-
edly flipping the switch. He reported that
all is now well with the Land Rover, and I
gathered from what he was saying that it
is not for sale. �

A Week in Anza-
Borrego

Led by John Page and Paul
Ferry

Reported by John Page

YY
OU’D THINK THAT ONE WOULD RUN OUT
of  places to see and trails to run in
the Anza-Borrego area in a week,

but we still didn’t do it all!
Paul Ferry and I arrived at Culp Valley

on Thursday afternoon. Gordon Lohan
was there, as was a note from Warren
Alksnis telling us he’d meet us the next
morning at the Visitor Center. After mark-
ing the campsite with pie plates and pink
ribbon in case the Martins got their truck
repaired and were able to join us, we
took a run down Grapevine Canyon. It
was a little windy that night, an omen of
future weather.

Next morning, Friday, we found Bob
Day and Sally Kinsey in Borrego Springs
and Warren at the Visitor Center. 

We took a (mostly) off-highway
approach to Vista del Malpais, where we
spent a few minutes enjoying the view of
the badlands. Then we went over the
ridge to San Felipe Wash where we
checked out the Monument for the San
Gregorio campsite of the Anza
Expedition, then up the unnamed “ridge
run” to the Air Park and on to Banner by
blacktop. We had lunch in a lovely grove
by a stream in Chariot Canyon and
worked our way down Oriflamme Canyon
to the stream and morteros at the
remains of the CCC camp at the mouth of
the Canyon. We worked our way south to
South Carrizo Wash, where we found Ron
and Linda Lewis waiting for us near Bow
Willow Campground. Up the wash a cou-
ple miles we found a lovely, but slightly
windy campsite. It just blew a little on
Friday night.

Saturday we went to the Dos Cabezas
area, first by attempting a run up Jojoba
Wash, but got turned back by a steep,
gnarly little dropoff that we decided not
to attempt. We looped back and around

Digital photo by John Page
Gathered around the Visitor Center flag pole

SHOW YOUR DESERT
EXPLORER COLORS! 

Priced to sell! 
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T-shirts (various sizes and
colors), Hats, & Bumper
stickers.
Call Neal Johns (909) 887-
1549 or e-mail neal@pe.net
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by Mortero Wash, past the railroad siding
with its picturesque water tower, to the
parking place for the hike to Indian Hill.
It was a warm, somewhat windy day, mak-
ing the hike to the pictographs on Indian
Hill quite pleasant. Ron led us to Ocotillo
by way of some back roads. Bob and Sally
had to leave us after lunch at the new
Mexican Café. After topping off our gas
tanks we headed north, back to the
Pegleg Smith Monument where the
annual Liars’ Contest was to be held in a
few hours. We were told that the event
was not going to be called off or post-
poned, no matter how hard the wind was
blowing. It was beginning to blow pretty
hard!. We went back to Inspiration Wash
to look for a less windy “safe haven” in
which to camp that night. We finally found
a little cove in the wash which seemed to
be reasonably calm in spite of the strong
wind. We made a GPS waypoint to use
later in the dark, when we would return
to camp.

The Liars’ Contest was fun, and worth
the admission price (free) in spite of the
wind and an erratic PA system. We were

able to pull our vehicles close enough to
the stage to hear pretty well without hav-
ing to sit in the cold - except for Warren
who wanted to get up close.

We will long remember Saturday night
as the “night of pixie dust.” The calm area
in which we camped acted as a settling
basin for the fine, particulate mica flakes
that were borne in the sandstorm a few
feet over our heads. In the morning, Paul
and I, who had slept on cots, found our
sleeping bags covered with a thick layer
of sparkly little dust particles. Ron and
Linda had the overhead vent on their tent
open, and they found an outline of the
opening marked by dust inside their tent. 

Sunday, we went back through Ocotillo
to I-8 and up the hill to In-Ko-Pah off-
ramp and into the hills in search of
Smuggler’s Cave and the Rider’s Cabin.
The Smuggler’s Cave area is now in a
Wilderness Area. I hiked down a steep
trail to find it and came back to the cars
by a milder hike. When I tried to lead the
rest of the group to the Cave by hiking the
“short cut”, I took the wrong route so that
all we saw during an hour’s strenuous

walking was evidence that we were on a
modern emigrant trail well-marked by
empty gallon water jugs. I never did get
them to the cave. Back in our vehicles, we
did some more exploring of some of the
very rough roads in that area. Ron and
Linda left us as we returned to I-8.
Gordon, Warren, and Paul and I returned
to Carrizo Creek, where we set up camp.
Some wind again that night, but the worst
was over.

Monday morning we visited the Big
Mud Cave in Arroyo Tapiado. Paul took a
pretty serious tumble as he entered the
cave; his eyes had not adjusted to the
darkness, and he slipped off a ledge and
fell to the floor of the cave, five or six feet
below. We are still wondering if he
cracked a rib. After exploring the cave,
we went to Agua Caliente where Gordon
left us. The Agua Caliente County Park has
a lovely, modern, clean, warm, swimming
pool. We showered off our cave dust and
took a long soak in the warm water. After
lunch, we ran Arroyo Del Seco Diablo and
the Diablo Dropoff into Fish Creek. We
took the Dropoff carefully, but it was not

Digital photo by John Page
Warren in the Diablo drop-off

Digital photo by John Page
Paul at the Yoni

Digital photo by John Page
Linda in the pictograph cave

Digital photo by John Page
Borrego Mountain drop off
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very difficult; seems like the initial “pitch”
is pretty gentle now, although there are
big moguls which deserve attention. We
camped that night in Sandstone Canyon,
with no wind to speak of.

Tuesday we went down Fish Creek and
did an exploratory run down part of the
road alongside the tracks of the Gypsum
Train. That road seemed pretty good and
appears to be a viable alternative route
from Plaster City/Ocotillo to the northeast
section of the Park. We returned to black-
top at Ocotillo Wells and worked the
northeast corner of the park and the new
section of the Vehicular Recreation Area
that now extends all the way to Highway
86 by the Salton Sea. We ran the Pumpkin
Patch Trail, Tule Wash, the Pole Line
Road, Arroyo Seco, part of the
Truckhaven Trail, and the Cut Across Trail
before we set up camp in beautiful Hawk
Canyon in time for Happy Hour, dinner,
and a good night’s sleep under the stars.

Wednesday morning Paul and I ran the
Borrego Mountain Dropoff, and, with
Warren, ran the Goat Trail to Highway 78.
From there we went by blacktop to a
Forest Service Road off Highway 79, a lit-
tle north of Warner Springs. This road
took us to the High Point fire lookout
tower, from which we looked down on the
Palomar Telescope Observatory struc-
tures; then down a long, rough road to
Aguanga. We passed a California
Department of Forestry (CDF) crew per-
forming a controlled burn in a very
rugged area on the side of Palomar
Mountain.

The trip was over when we parted
company with Warren in Temecula. 

All things considered, I thought it was
a pretty good trip.�

FutureFuture
TripSTripS

All trips require a four
wheel drive vehicle and a
working CB unless otherwise
specified by the trip leader.
Non-complying vehicles will
not be allowed on trips.
Leaders may authorize a vari-
ance at their descretion.

Secret Backroads
June 29 - one day

Trip Leader: Marian Johns 
Ch. 13 

II
N THE SAN BERNARDINO NATIONAL FOREST
near Lytle Creek there are miles and
miles of little-known dirt roads, many

with spectacular views of Mt. Baldy, Cajon
Pass and the Pomona/SanBernardino
Valley. We'll spend the day exploring
some of these and perhaps hike up the
old road to Baldy Notch. Meet at our

house - 9:00 a.m. Saturday, June 29rd. I
have a group pass for that day, so you
won't need an Adventure Pass. Call
Marian (909) 887-1549 or e-mail
neal@pe.net for reservations and direc-
tions. �

Peru
September 2002

Leader: Marian Johns (with
Reda Anderson)

II
T LOOKS LIKE THE PERU TRIP IS REALLY
going to happen. We have enough
participants for two vehicles, plus

another 14-15 people who are interested,
yet undecided. If you are also interested,
but undecided, we can still e-mail you
information and updates - just let us
know.

For more details and information call
or e-mail Marian (neal@pe.net 909 887-
1549) or Reda (redaflygal@aol.com).

Trip is just about full.� 

TT
HE WINNERS OF LAST MONTHS “WHERE
am I” are:1. Bill Corry 2. Bill Ott 3.
Bill Dunlap

Anza Borrego Desert about 1 mi. south
of Hwy. 78 near Tamarisk Grove
Campground and Pinyon Mountains�

Southern Nevada Rock Art Enthusiasts
% Fred Clewell

9980 West La Mancha Ave.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89149
e-mail snrat@hotmail.com

Just as the name says, their thing is Rock Art,
both Pictographs and Petroglyphs

�

Mojave River Valley Museum 
http://mvm.4t.com

Dedicated to the preservation and promotion
of the scientific, historical and cultural heritage
of the Mojave Desert.

�
Discover Baja Travel Club

(800) 727-BAJA and on the web at
www.discoverbaja.com

Great newsletter, spectacular insurance prices,
weather and road reports, etc.

�

Ecological 4Wheeling Adventures
P.O. Box 12137, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(949) 645-7733  .  FAX (949) 645-7738
www.eco4wd.com  .  info@eco4wd.com

Harry Lewellyn leads desert trips and teaches
off-highway driving through several Orange
County colleges. He also stocks good maps and
books, and a killer tire repair system that is
worth its weight in gold.

�

Friends of the Eastern California Museum
Independence, CA

Check them out! Open weekends. Old farm
machinery, bookstore, reference library, great
old photos and Owens Valley memorabilia. Nice
folks, too.

�

Colorado River Historical Society and Museum
220l Highway 68, Bullhead City, AZ

Located in historic 1940's Catholic Church
(520) 754-3399 e-mail: mhach@juno.com
Exhibits: steamboats, early ranching, mining,

Mojave Indians, Hardyville. Gifts, Open daily,
l0:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. AZ time   Closed
Mondays

�

Friends of the Mojave Road
Box 7, Essex, CA 92332 • (760) 733-4482

http://www.mdhca.org/
Historian Dennis Casebier writes desert

guidebooks, leads trips, builds museums(!) and
has other odd habits. Newsletter subscription is
$20.

�

Map & Compass
compass2@webtv.net, (714) 647-2352
Navigation Classes by David Mott

�

Some good folks to know...
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General Trip Information
1. The Mojave River Valley Museum has two sections (groups) that explore the desert environment

(Museum membership required):
a. The Desert Explorers, who use 4WD vehicles and cover the Southwestern states and Mexico/Baja,
camping out wherever nightfall catches them. The trips are led by numerous experienced desert rats.
The Desert Explorers Newsletter is available for $18 a year.
b. The Mojave Desert Explorers, who establish a base camp in the Mojave desert, usually with
motorhomes and trailers, and make daily 4WD/2WD sorties, attempting to find seats for those without
4WD vehicles, returning to camp each night. The trips are led by Bill Mann (760) 256-6141) and Gene
Stoops, (760) 253-2419 who have spent decades learning the hidden wonders of the Mojave. Their
Newsletter is available for $7/year from Editor Jerry Etchison, 1215 E. Airport Dr., Ontario, CA, 91761. A
$5 donation per weekend per participant is requested to help defray costs.

2. You MUST be a member of the Mojave River Valley Museum to attend a trip. Membership applications are
included in every newsletter on the back of the last page.

3. When you join a trip, you agree to abide by the decisions and directives of the leader throughout the trip
or until such time as you inform the leader that you are leaving the group to proceed on your own. The
leader may, if his decisions or directives are not followed, inform a participant that his participation in
the trip is terminated.

4. The Desert Explorers is a family oriented 4WD organization. Spouses and kids are welcome. Friendly
dogs are OK as specified below. Trips will meet and depart from somewhere near the trip route, usually
not from the Museum.

5. To receive the Desert Explorers Newsletter, send $18 for a subscription to Marilyn Martin, PO Box
291759, Phelan, CA  92329-1759. Make the check out to Desert Explorers.

Communications: CB is required and is the normal mode of communications between vehicles on a trip.
Channel 13 is the Desert Explorer channel. Its a good idea to monitor it whenever you are driving so
that other members can contact you should they spot your vehicle on the road.

Third Weekend Trips: There is one major trip each month on the third weekend of the month. This will be
the trip on which you can look around and find old friends, new friends, collect debts, flirt with other
wives/husbands and lie about other trips. There is usually another trip during the month for people who
have time for it or can’t make the main trip. The purpose of all this is to generate more coherence as a
group and get everybody to know everybody. We stole this idea from the Mojave Desert Explorers. Don’t
forget their fixed-camp trips on the first weekend of the month.

Trip Coordinator: John Page. Send your trip proposals to John. John will resolve any time conflicts and
maybe bug you if you are late with a promised trip write-up. He will also coordinate private trips upon
request (see below).

Private Trip Point of Contact: We publish reports of private trips in order to fill the pages, encourage you to
get out into The Great American Desert, and to amuse and entertain you. Some trips, because of time or
limited number of people, are not suitable for Official Museum Trip status. Our Trip Coordinator is the
point of contact for people having or wanting to go on a private trip.

Potluck: There will be a Potluck on Saturday night of our weekend trips unless otherwise noted by the
Leader.

Trip Details: Participants may be required to send a SASE to the trip leader to receive information on trip
meeting place, and other details. A SASE is a self addressed stamped envelope.

Finances:  The cost of preparing and mailing the Desert Explorers newsletter is covered by the annual
subscription fee as are extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses by Trip Leaders or members, which are
incurred as a result of Desert Explorer activities. These expenses include costs of telephone calls, office
supplies and postage but do not include any travel expenses, vehicle damage or personal injures. Other
extraordinary expenses must be authorized by the Executive Committee.

Hot Tips for Leaders:
1. The leader is responsible for sending the trip announcement and trip report to the newsletter editor. The

write-ups should be detailed enough so the participants will know what to expect and, if possible, have
enough information in it so that a SASE is not necessary. (See the ones in this issue for examples.)

2. Try not to schedule trips on the first weekend of the month. This weekend is used regularly by the Mojave
Desert Explorers for their outings.

3. Try not to use a reservation system or vehicle limits unless absolutely necessary.  This will save paperwork
for everyone. Request a SASE if necessary for sending out further trip details, meeting place, time, etc.

4. Support your other leader’s trips (by attending) or the Trail Gods will get you.
5. Maximum loss (vehicles or people) is 10% per trip.
6. Leaders, please put your CB channel 13 (or other channel if circumstances prevent using Desert

Explorers channel 13) in your trip write-up. 
Dog Policy:

Dogs can become a problem in camp mainly because of the large number of them and the sometimes
blind eye of their humans.  Therefore, and forevermore we will have a Dog Policy so that shy leaders
will not have to make ad hoc policy.

1. Bringing a dog on a trip requires the ADVANCE PERMISSION of the Leader!
2. Dogs will be leashed/confined during happy hour & mealtimes.
3. People with dogs will be expected to clean up any poop in the campsite.
4. Dogs that fight, harass wildlife, eat small children etc., will be confined and banned from future trips.

Organizational Fine Print and Choice Pieces of Potentially Useful Info

Larry Acosta lacosta@brady.com
Miguel Aguilar migphy@aol.com
Warren Alksnis walksnis@hotmail.com
Reda Anderson Redaflygal@aol.com
Vic Antonovich toyotavic@webtv.net
Bryan Babineau bryan_babineau@yahoo.com
Jerry Bates donna.bates3@verizon.net
Dennis Beeson sstprotow@aol.com
Steven Bein k6mbp@attbi.com
Ted Berger berger@sonic.net
Susan Berry susan1151@earthlink.net
Sid Blumner elmojave@aol.com
Robert Bolin robertnshirl@earthlink.net
June Box foxieboxie@msn.com
Steve Burks soburks@pacbell.net
Jim Byrne jimbyrne@prodigy.net
Christopher Caccese ccaccese@hotmail.com
Roger Cannon uncleal@pe.net
Deborah  Cherry ww4x4@aol.com
Tom Church tomchurch@webtv.net
Herb Clark barb nherb@aol.com
Bill Corry bil@bilcorry.com
Lorene Crawford lrncrf@lccas.com
Joseph A. Daly joeadaly@aol.com
John Dark bedrock44@webtv.net
Robert J. Day kd22@home.com
Robert DeWolf bobs5@lafn.org
Milt Dietsch miltdietsch@msn.com
Robert Dodds forthebirds_99@yahoo.com
Bill Dunlap jdunlap@conejo.k12.ca.us
Ed Edwards 415ed@citlink.net
Frances Elgin mojavefran@aol.com
Paul Ferry ferry@whidbey.com
Robert Floth robert7301@yahoo.com
Leonard Friedman laf@elite.com
Ann Fulton jfult@aol.com
George Gilster ggilster@gte.net
David P. Given daveg1_2000@yahoo.com
Pauline A. Goss pgss@qnet.com
Virginia Hammerness virgham@aol.com
Stephen Hanks sbhanks@earthlink.net
Sunny Hansen sjhsn@yahoo.com
Jerry K. Harada jjrkh@aol.com

Terry Hardwicke hardwicke@earthlink.net
Jill S. Heaton, Ph.D. jill-heaton@institute-redlands.edu
Vicki Hill vlanehill@netzon.net
Dean W. Hilleman deanh2000@msn.com
John Hoopes jnhoopes@juno.com.
Charles Hughes mhach@juno.com
Robert J. Jacoby jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Jimmy James fishunter@sisp.net
Bob Jaussau joeso@earthlink.net
Neal Johns neal@pe.net
Steven Jones stevejones@thegriol.net
Chuck Kalbach kalbach@snowline.net
Jim Kay jimkay@lasercom.net
Jerry  Kerns jerrytkerns@dock.net
John Kosharek johnjoann@juno.com
Jim Laage jimlaage@go.com
Robert Laren tworsharron@att.net
Jay Lawrence solariscomm@earthlink.net
Ron Lewis lrgmrg@sbcglobal.net
Ron Lipari rlipari@conejo.k12.ca.us
Carl Lunde carl.t.lunde@aero.org
Ed Manes edmanes @juno.com
John Marnell marnell@citlink.net
Bob Martin bobmartin@snowline.net
David McClanahan dmcclanahan@bak.rr.com
Joe McCormick pheidema@lausd.k12.ca.us
Dave McFarland noprophet@netzero.net
Joan McGovern-White joan@greencafe.com
Homer Meek hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith dmess@ctaz.com
Chuck Mitchell cmitchell@mbcnet.net
Gary Mortimer gmortimer@conejo.K12.ca.us
David Mott compass2@webtv.net
Deborah Nakamoto Skaihorse@earthlink.net
Bill Neill bgneill@earthlink.net
Ann Marie Nelson annmarie@jetlink.net
Stuart Nicol stu.nicol@att.net
Doug Nunn nwn@qnet.com
Terry Ogden ogden@sdcoe.k12.ca.us
Bob Oliver mexntex@aol.com
Bill Ott billottxbillott@aol.com
John Page jppage@adelphia.net
Pete Panattoni petebon@msn.com

Steve Panattoni dapanfam@earthlink.net
Mel Patterson pattermr@earthlink.net
Robert Peltzman bopeltzman@aol.com
Steve Pencall spencall@gnww.net
John  Perko jperko003@earthlink.net
Leroy C. Pilkenton leroy  pilkenton@ccsn.nevada.edu
David Pope dezrtdave@yahoo.com
Richard Pope windwizard@attglobal.net
Jim Proffitt jproffi@deltanet.com
Don Putnam wegotoo@yahoo.com
Paul Renner ecvwarhorse@hotmail.com
Bob Rodemeyer bob.rodemeyer@omnitrans.org
Ana M. Romero arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert aromspert@fullerton.edu
Ron Ross ronald.g.ross-jr @jpl.nasa.gov
Dario Sanchez dsanmtnrat@aol.com
Allan Schoenherr aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Ken Sears dsearer@earthlink.net
Julian Singer singer@ucla.edu
Bill Skelton baskel10@aol.com
Jerome Smith jerrytim@aol.com
Chris  R. Stahl chrisrstahl@hotmail.com
Ed Steiner joansteiner@home.com
George Stoll agstoll@csupomona.edu
Donald Sweinhart ecv1069@earthlink.net
Richard Taylor dickandmouse@aol.com
Bob Thille bcthille@cyberhotline.com
Matt Thoma matthoma@dplanet.ch
Brad Thompson ka6ued@aol.com
Loren Upton patricia@outbackofbeyond.com
Leslie Walker papadave@mscomm.com
Betty Wallin wingit@ix.netcom.com
Matt Westlake ifollowtheson@hotmail.co
Marley White mwhite02@san.rr.com
Allan Wicker allan.wicker@verizon.net
G. Wayne Wickstrom waynewick@hotmail.com
Bob Wieting bob.wieting@solar.siemens.com
Gordon Wilcher flashg@iwvisp.com
Paul Winters darev@eee.org
Myrna Wosk mstarrw@aol.com
Bob Younger robert_younger@pocketmail.com

Current Desert Explorers with e-mailCurrent Desert Explorers with e-mail
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D e s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ews l e t t e r  s u b s c r i p t i on  f ormDe s e r t  E x p lor er s  n ew s l e t t e r  s ub s c r i p t ion  f orm
To subscribe for one year to the monthly newsletter of the Desert Explorers of the Mojave River Valley Museum

send check for $18.00 made out to: DESERT EXPLORERS, to Marilyn Martin, PO Box 291759, Phelan, CA  92329
Name Spouse

Address Children

City State Zip

Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Ham Call Sign

You MUST be a Mojave River Valley Museum member to go on field trips...  See below:

Name Spouse
Address Children
City State Zip
Phone  (        ) E-Mail 

Museum Membership Application - Send a separate envelope to and a check made out to:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, Inc.

PO Box 1282, Barstow, CA  92312-1282 • Phone: (760) 256-5452
Family - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$20.00
entitles family to all privileges of membership (One vote per Annual Membership) including Museum Newsletter, ten per

cent discount on publications sold by the Museum, participation in Association activities.
Individual - Annual  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00

Reda Anderson Dusty P.O. Box 158 El Segundo California 90245-0158 310-322-5098 Redaflygal@aol.com
Robb Anderson RawbananaRob 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 av8soulfly@aol.com
Steven Bein Fotomeister 8105 Raintree Circle Culver City California 90230 310-838-2346 drbein@aol.com
Robert Bolin Stamp Licker 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robertnshirl@earthlink.net
Shirley Bolin Stapler & Folder 1606 Corsica Pl. Costa Mesa California 92626 714-549-4361 robtnshirl@earthlink.net
Lorene Crawford The Smile 128 Anita Court Redlands California 92373 909-793-1004 lrncrf@lccas.com
Paul Ferry El Cocinero P.O. Box 1428 Point Roberts Washington 98281 360-945-2004 ferry@whidbey.com
Vicki Hill Glyphartist 26111 Parrmelee Ct. Hemet California 92544 909-927-6476 vlanehill@hotmail.com
Robert J. Jacoby Brewmeister 2245 Wellesley Ave. Los Angeles California 90064 310-826-8982 jacoby.r@worldnet.att.net
Bob Jaussaud Sue’s Husband & Co-Chairman P. O. Box 789 Lone Pine California 93545-0789 909-318-1444 joeso@earthlink.net
Sue Jaussaud Toby Feeder & Co-Chairman 2052 Valderas Drive Glendale California 91280 818- 542-6404 joeso@earthlink.net
Marian Johns Woman of Considerable Will Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Neal Johns Chm. Emeritus, Aridologist, Asst. Ed. Star Route Box  830 Lytle Creek California 92358 909-887-1549 neal@pe.net
Chuck Kalbach Zanjameister 9930 Johnson Road Phelan California 92371 760-868-6059 kalbach@snowline.net
Jay Lawrence Quicksand Guy, Editor Emeritus 530 Ohio Ave Long Beach California 90814 562-439-5323 solariscomm@earthlink.net
Bob Martin Newsletter Editor P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Marilyn Martin Subscriptions & Newsletter Prooferer P.O. Box 291759 Phelan California 92329-1759 760-868-6606 bobmartin@snowline.net
Homer Meek Heroic Hiker 25905 Matfield Dr. Torrance California 90505-7323 310-326-3168 hombev@earthlink.net
Dan Messersmith M.O.E. Chief & Jeep Sleeper 2945 Leroy Avenue Kingman Arizona 86401 520-757-8953 dmess@ctaz.com
Bill Neill Tamarisk Eradicator 4900 E. Glenview Ave. Anaheim California 92807-1141 714-779-2099 bgneill@earthlink.net
John Page Ajg, Webdude 3675 Gingerwood Ct. Thousand Oaks California 91360 805-493-1128 jppage@adelphia.net
John  Perko Red Runner (aka Baja Blaster) 1017 Grandview Ave. Ojai California 93023 805 640-9132 jperko003@earthlink.net
Ana M. Romero RawbananaAna 1161 W. Duarte Rd. #4 Arcadia California 91007 626-821-0044 arcadia418@earthlink.net
Alan Romspert Flower Child 605 No. Pomona Ave. Fullerton California 92832 714-870-0946 aromspert@fullerton.edu
Allan Schoenherr The Good Allan 414 Bluebird Canyon Dr. Laguna Beach California 92651 949-494-0675 aschoenherr@fullcoll.edu
Diane Sears Webchick Emeritus P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Ken Sears Money Man P.O. Box 4689 Cerritos California 90703 562-404-1772 dsearer@earthlink.net
Anne Stoll Canologist 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 aqstoll@concentric.net
George Stoll Lens Cleaner 143 Monterrey Drive Claremont California 91711 909-621-7521 agstoll@csupomona.edu
Betty Wallin Secretary & Blender Queen 68200 Calle Bonita Desert Hot Springs California 92240 760-329-2403 wingit@ix.netcom.com
Allan Wicker Photo Phreak 1430 Sitka Ct. Claremont California 91711 909-445-0082 allan.wicker@verizon.net

•Our Fearful Leaders•
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Address correction requested

Flag Day June 14
Father’s Day June 16


